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Abstract 1188

HEALTH-RELATED QUALITY OF LIFE AMONG FRENGH PATIENTS
HOGSPITALIZED IN INTERNAL MEDICINE

Olivier Chassany, Frederic Desfosses, Jean Marc Gatfosse, Alain
Leptage, Charles Gaulin, Sarvice de Medecine Interne, Hopital
Lariboisiera, Paris, France

Normative data using the MOS SF-36 generic quesgticnnaira are available
in general population and in ditferent diseasas, Less data exist for pider
hospitalized patients and presenting acute ¢r chronic disarders, The aim
on this on going survey is to examine health-related quality of life, 2s mea-
sured by the Medical Outcomes Study Short-Form-36 (MOS SF-36) across
patient population hospitalized for different medical conditions. Patients
hospitalized in internal medicine unit of a Parisian university hospital and a
suburb general hospital were asked to give consent and to complate alone
the French version of the MOS SF-38, 4 days or more after their entry in
hospital. Demaographic data were also recerded. More than 300 patients
are expected to be enralled. ltem scaling and scoring are those specified
by ihe instrument developars. A physical compenent summary and a man-
tal compenent summary scores are also computed. Currently, more than
120 questionnalres have been compieted. Excapl for AIRS and tuberculo-
sis, patients were old and were presenting diseases such as chronic heart
{ailure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), pneumonia, stroke,
necplasms and latrogenic. Considering the age of patients and the associ-
ated handicaps, many patients were uniabile to compiete alone or with proxy
the questionnaire (coma, mental confusion, dementia, chionically bedrid-
den, inguistic barrier). Comparison of scores wilt be performed according
to giseasas and broken down by age, s2x and other demograghic data.
Some hypotheses are formuiated such as : physicat function witt be more
impaired in chronic heart failure and in COPD, emotional function wili be
altered in AIDS, women will have more impaired quality of life scores and
generally older palients will have a fow score of social function. The MOS
SF-36 questionnaire is easy o administer. But for many hospitalized pa-
tients, #t is impossible to evaluate their quality of life.

Absiract 1230

VALIDATION OF THE GENITAL HERPES TREATMENT SATISFAC-
TION QUESTIONNAIRE (GHERPTSQ) IN STATUS AND CHANGE
VERSIONS

Nathan Taback, Clare Bradley, Department of Clinical Devefopment,
Glaxo Wellcome inc., Mississauga, ON, Canada

To validale a measure of satisfaction with treatment for racurrent gendal
herpes simplex virus (HSV}. A {2-tem questionnaire was designed using
the format and adapting the content of the widely-used Dabetes Treatment
Satisfaction Questionnaire (DTSQ). The GHerpTSQ was evalualed within
a sample of 202 Canadians (120 English, 82 French) with & history of HSV
{type 1,2} infection participating in a 48 week randomised crossover trial.
Partictpants wera randomised lo receive suppressive or episodic reatment
for 24 waeks before crossover ta the other regimen. A status version of the
GHerpTSQ was completed every 12 weeks and a change version at cross-
aver and end of study. English 12-week status data suggested: 11 itams be
divided into two subscales pius a single item for separale analysis; one
item be dropped. The first subscale related lo control and effectiveness
(factor foadings>0.79; alpha=0.92}, the second to convenience and impact
on lifestyle {factor loadings=0.68, alpha=0.78). The single itam retained
refates to side effects. The 10 items from the two subscales may be used
as 3 total score (loadings>0 56, alpha=0.81}, The subscales were verified
using the French 12week statug and 36-week English/French change data.
Status and change data at week 48 indicaled that suppressive reatrment
was perceived to be significantly more efficacious and convenient than
episodic (P<0.02). The finding reiating la the efficacious subscaie is in line
with biomedical results showing that participants on episodic therapy were
5.0 (P<0.01) times more kikely to have a recurrence of genital herpes refa-
tive ta those on suppressive therapy. The GHerpTSQ will be usefu! in evaiu-
ating new treatment regimens and the strategy of modifying the DTSG pro-
vides a useful measure of satisfaction with treatment for HSY and may be
adapted for other chronic conditions.
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Abstract 1354

HEALTH STATUS iN RHINITIS: MEASURING THE IMPACT OF
DISEASE ON PATIENTS QUALITY OF LIFE

Fabio Arpinelli, Adriano Fasolo, Giovanni Visona', Bruno Farabollini,
Florano Baonifazi, Medical Department, Glaxo Wellcome S.p.A_, Verona,
Italy

Purpose of research: in order to measure the burden of atergic rhinitis on
healthwrelaled quality of life (HRQOL). we carried out a cross.sectionai,
muiticentre study. Methods: eligible pts were 18-54 yaars old, with at least
2 years history of rhinifis. HRQOL was measured by the general question-
naire SF38 (lower scores mean peorar HRQOL) and the specific instru-
rent Rhineconjunctivitis Quality of Life Questionnaire (RQLA, higher scores
mean poorer BRQOL). Cafculation of stores of each domain of both ques-
tionnaire was conducted according procedures designed by tha Authors,
Rasufts: 1009 pts (mean age 33 years, 43.5% males) were recruited by
105 allergologists and pneumsclogists threughout Italy. The mean histary of
rhinitis was 10 years; 71.3% of pts suffered from seasona! rhinitis, while
28 7% from perenniat rhinitis. Most invoived aliergenes were grass poflens
{47 8%} and dust mites {27.5%). Severity of disease was scored by invas-
tigators as mild, 16.8% of pis, moderate. 55.5%, and severe. 23.5%. Cou-
tar symptams affected 83.3% of pts, and £3 5% suffered from headache or
facial pain. To facilifate comparisons, differencies were transformed into
standard deviations (S0) units. Assumptien of scale construction and scor-
ing methaods (internal validity, discriminart validity, internal reliability) were
met. The absolute value of the correlaticn between domains of the two
questionnaires ranged between 0.20 ang 5.52, The domains of both ques-
tionnaires comelate with the disease severy: the mean difference (SD units)
between the scores in mild and severe pasans was 0,77 for General Health
(5F38) and 1.39 for Total Score (RQLQY. Our rasults show rhinilis impairs
the health slatus of pts. We believe this is the first time that the ltalian
version of RQLQ is comparad with the ltafan version of SF38.

Abstract 1633

DEVELCPMENT OF THE TURKISH SICKNESS IMPAGT PROFILE
[TR-SIP} - VALIDITY

Burak OzsogquiBrdem Karabulut, Sam Salek, Rumeysa Demirdamar,

Centre for Socioeconomic Research, Cardiff University, Cardiff, Great
Britain

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to examine the validily of the
Turkish adaptation {TR-SIP) of the Sickness Impact Prafile. Methods: Car-
rying out a validgity study proved fo be particuarly difficult in the Turkish
population since there is 2 mited number of established HRQoL mea-
sures available. Aithaugh not fully established, the Turkish SF.38 was used
for the purpase of this study. Concurrent vaiidity was tested by the applica-
tion of the twe scales (TR-SIP and SF36) together. Convergent validity was
tested with the apptication of the dysfunciion scale and the TR-SIP (o the
patient population and construct validity was tested by he application of
the instrument to two diffarent groups; patents and heaithy subjects. 183
patients (hyperiension, dialysis and asthma) were assessed for concurent
and convergent validity. Results: There was a highly significant correlation
petween TR.SIP and SF36 {P<D.01) representing & study validity. Simi-
farly, convergent validity produced similzr findings for ail patient groups.
The severely dysfunctional scores especiaity showed high correfation be-
tween TR-S5IP and SF-38. Finally, construct validity assessment was tested
by the total and categorical scores of the TR-SiP for both heaithy subject
and the patient populalion representing validity of the TR-8I1P. Conclusion:
The findings of this study have clearly demenstrated the vatidity of the TR-
SiP in both heaithy and patient populaticrs. Validity testing of the TR-SIP
showed positive results for the future use ¢f TR-SIP as anreference instru-
ment for developing new Turkish instruments.



