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' 8 t .  P a u l  and  i P r o t e s t a n t i s m ' ; i t s  P i e c e  i n  t h e  D e v e lo p m en t  

o f  M at thew  A r n o l d ' s  T h o u g h t .

A b s t r a c t .

The i n t e g r i t y  o f  M atthew A r n o l d ' s  t h o u g h t  

i s  e m p h a s i s e d ,  a n d  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h i s  work s h o u l d  be 

r e g a r d e d  a s  a  w h o le ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  u n r e l a t e d  

s e c t i o n s .  E v i d e n c e  i s  g i v e n  t o  shew t h a t  A r n o l d  was n o t  

c o n s c i o u s  o f  snja c l e a v a g e  i n  h i s  work  ; t h a t  a l l  h i s  wwkk 

was l i t e r a r y  i n  t o n e  and  i n t e n t i o n ;  and  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c l o s e  

c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  h i s  p o e t r y  and  h i s  p r o s e .  The f i r s t  o f  

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' t h e o l o g i c a l '  w o rk s ,  S t . P a u l  a n d P r o t e s t a n t i s m , 

i s  g i v e n  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t u d y .

The p r o s e  works p r e c e d i n g  S t .  P a u l  and  

P r o t e s t a n t i s m  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e c u e n c e ,  

l e a d i n g  up t o  C u l t u r e  and  A n a r c h y , w h ic h  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  

d e t a i l ,  s h e w i n g  how A r n o l d ' s  t h e o r i e s  o f  c r i t i c i s m  and 

c u l t u r e  l e a d  n a t u r a l l y  t o  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s .

V a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

S t .  Pa u l  a n d P r o t e s t a n t i s m a r e  e x a m in e d ,  and  i t  i s  f o u n d  

t h a t  A r n o l d  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  work a s  a, c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  

Cu l t u r e  and  A n a r c h y . The c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e c e p t i o n  o f
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C u l t u r e  and  A n a rch y  i s  a n a l y s e d ,  and  i t s  e f f e c t  on A r n o l d  

i s  i n d i c a t e d .

I t  i s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  A r n o l d ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

S t .  P a u l  was l i t e r a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  end  h i s  m ethod  

i s  c r i t i c i s e d  f ro m  a l i t e r a r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  Some a s p e c t s  o f  

V i c t o r i a n  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

A r n o l d ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e o l o g y ,  w h ic h ,  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d ,  was 

a lw a y s  t h a t  o f  a  l a y m a n .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l  and  

Pr o t e s t a n t i s m  i s  s t u d i e d ,  and  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  on A r n o l d  

i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  some o f  h i s  l a t e r  p r o s e .



" ST. PAUL AI-TD PROTESTAIfDISM" : 
i t s  P l a c e  In t h e  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  

M a t th e w  A r n o l d T h o u g h t

P r e f a c e

The  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  e v a l u a t e  M a t th e w  

A r n o l d ' s  S t .  P a u l  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  a s  a l i t e r a r y  w o rk  and  an 

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  w h o l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  l e t t e r s .  My work 

on t h i s  s u b j e c t  h a s  c o n v i n c e d  me t h a t  S t .  P a u l  and  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  

can  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  o n l y  i f  i t  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  an e s s a y  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  Hew T e s t a m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t h e o l o g i c a l  

t r e a t i s e ;  and I  h a v e  a l s o  e m p h a s i s e d  i t s  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

C u l t u r e  and J i n a r c h y , w h i c h  g row s c l e a r e r  when b o t h  w o r k s . a r e  

s t u d i e d  t o g e t h e r .

As f a r  a s  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  i s  c o n c e r n e d  I  h a v e  

a d o p t e d ^ A r n o l d ' s  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  s h o u l d  k e e p  a l o o f  

f r o m  i t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  I  c an  h a r d l y  h o p e  t o  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

s t r i c t l y  i m p a r t i a l ,  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  t o  s t a t e  ray own p o s i t i o n ,  

w h i c h  i s  t h a t  o f  an o r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  and F r e e  C h u rc h m a n .

M a t th e w  A r n o l d ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  a n d  t o  Noncon

f o r m i s t .  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  f a r  rem oved  f r o m  ray own ; b u t  ray a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  h i s  c r i t i c a l  m e th o d ,  and  my d e l i g h t  in  h i s  h a n d l i n g  o f  a l l  

t h i n g s  l i t e r a r y ,  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s y m p a th y  w i t h o u t  w h ic h  t h i s  

t h e s i s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a t t e m p t e d .
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I .  THE INTEGRITY OF IViATTHEW ARNOLDWORK

( i )

The s t u d y  o f  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  h a s  l o n g  h e  en h i n d e r e d  "by a 

t o o  r i g i d  d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  w ork  i n t o  p o e t r y ,  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  

and  s o c i a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  c r i t i c i s m ,  h i s  l a t e r  p r o s e  o f t e n  b e i n g  

l a b e l l e d  " t h e o l o g i c a l "  and d i s m i s s e d  w i t h o u t  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

a s  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ic h  A r n o l d  w ou ld  h a v e  c l a i m e d  f o r  i t .  The 

u s u a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  c o n v e n i e n t ,  i s  a p t  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  h i s  w ork  i s  an i n t e g r a t e d  w h o l e .

I t  was p e r h a p s  e a s i e r  f o r  A r n o l d ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  t o  r e 

g a r d  h i s  w o rk  a s  a w h o le  t h a n  i t  was f o r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  who 

f o l l o w e d  th e m .  As an e x a m p le  o f  t h i s ,  t h e r e  i s  an a r t i c l e
I

b y  W i l l i a m  B i n n s ,  'M a t th e w  A r n o l d  a s  a R e l i g i o u s  T e a c h e r* , -  w h ic h  

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  T h e o l o g i c a l  R e v ie w  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  i n  i t  we f i n d  t h i s  

j u d g m e n t :

'M r .  A r n o l d ' s  p o e t r y .................... f u r n i s h e s  t h e  k e y  t o
a l l  h i s  l i t e r a r y - a c t i v i t y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h i s / 
more  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t r o v e r s y * .   ̂ ^

W i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  

w h i c h  w e re  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  o c c a s i o n  o f  A r n o l d ' s  l a t e r  p r o s e  w o rk ,  

m o s t  o f  t h i s  work  b e g a n  t o  be  d i s m i s s e d  a s  ' t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  

p r o s e ' ,  and  r e g r e t t e d  a s  an u n f o r t u n a t e  d i v e r s i o n  o f  h i s  e n e r g y .  

Thus  G e o rg e  S a i n t s b u r y  i n  a s t u d y  o f  c r i t i c i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  

N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  can d i s p o s e  o f  t h i s  C i n d e r e l l a  p h a s e

( 1 )  T h e o l o g i c a l  R e v ie w  J a n .  1 8 7 8 .  p . 96
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i n  t h e s e  w o r d s ;

' F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  s c e n e s  and s u b j e c t s  o f  Mr. A r n o l d ' s  
c a t a s t r o p h e s  o r  b l u n d e r s  -  t h e o l o g y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  w h a t  
may b e  c a l l e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i g h t e r  m o r a l s  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n  -  do n o t  h e r e  a t  a l l  c o n c e r n  u s ' . ( l )

S a i n t s b u r y  h a n d l e s  t h e s e  ' t h e o l o g i c a l '  b o o k s  w i t h  t h e  same

d i s t a s t e  i n  h i s  f u l l - l e n g t h  s t u d y  o f  A r n o l d .  H e a d i n g  t h e

c h a p t e r  " I n  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s " ,  h e  s a y s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e

o f  t h e  O x fo rd  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  in  1 8 6 7 ,

" S o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  t e m p t e d  him 
away f r o m  l i t e r a t u r e ;  and  f o r  a m a t t e r  o f  t e n  y e a r s  
i t  can  h a r d l y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  he  had  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  
h e r  e x c e p t  t o  t a k e  h e r  name i n  v a i n  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
b y  f a r  h i s  w o r s t ,  a s  i t  was b y  f a r  h i s  m o s t  p o p u l a r ,  
v o l u m e ' . ( 2 )

What S a i n t s b u r y  c a l l s  ' t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t w i s t a n d  ' t h e s e  

u n f o r t u n a t e  b o o k s ' b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  c l o s i n g  O x fo rd  l e c t u r e ,  

w h i c h ,  h e  s a y s  was ' t h e  F i r s t  B l a s t  o f  t h e  T r u m p e t ' ,  t h o u g h  

' a r a t h e r  g e n t l e  and  i n s i n u a t i n g  o n e ' . ^ ^ ^  T h i s  c r i t i c  c a n 

n o t  f o r g i v e  A r n o l d  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s  a n d  l e t t i n g  

h i s  w o rk  d e v e l o p  n a t u r a l l y ;  h a v i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  o f f e n d i n g  

b o o k s ,  h e  seems t o  s i g h  w i t h  r e l i e f :  'M o s t  f o r t u n a t e l y ' ,  h e

s a y s

' A r n o l d  was a l l o w e d  a n o t h e r  t e n  y e a r s  and  m ore  w h e r e i n  
t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  w h ic h  y i e l d e d  t h e s e  Dead 
S ea  f r u i t s ,  and  t o  t i l l  h i s  p r o p e r  g a r d e n  once  m o r e ' . (6 )

( 1 )  G e o rg e  S a i n t s b u r y ,  " The L a t e r  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y " (1 9 0 7 )  
p .  1 5 9 .  S a i n t s b u r y  g o e s  on t o  s p e a k  o f  A r n o l d * s  ' p r o p e r  
a c t i v i t y ' ,  b y  w h ic h  h e  means t h e  p u r e l y  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  ’ 
( P .  1 5 9 )
G e o rg e  S a i n t s b u r y  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  ( 1 8 9 9 )  p .  126 
I b i d ,  p .  126 
I b i d ,  p .  142

( 5 )  I b i d ,  p .  1 2 7
( 6 )  I b i d ,  p .  142
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The l a s t  d e c a d e  h a s  h a p p i l y  c h a n g e d  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  and

b r o u g h t  a new a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  A r n o l d ' s  w o rk  a s  a w h o l e ,  f o r

w h ic h  we a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  c r i t i c s  l i k e  M. L o u i s  B o n n e r o t ,

Mr. L i o n e l  T r i l l i n g ,  and  P r o f e s s o r  E . K. B rown.  A n o t h e r

c r i t i c .  P r o f e s s o r  H. P .  L owry ,  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h i s

e d i t i o n  o f  A r n o l d ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  C l o u g h ,  p r o v i d e s  an i n s t a n c e

o f  t h e  more r e c e n t  v i e w .

'O f  a l l  t h e  so le m n  d i s c u s s i o n s  I  k n o w ' ,  h e  w r i t e s ,  ' t h e r e  
i s  n o n e  more  d u l l  t h a n  t h e  d e b a t e  w h e t h e r  A r h o l d  i s  
g r e a t e r  i n  p o e t r y  t h a n  i n  p r o s e .  The r e a l  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  
h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  tw o  f i e l d s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e ' . ( ^ )

Y e t  even  P r o f e s s o r  Lowry a p p e a r s  t o  make t h i s  c l a i m  w i t h  t h e  

p u r e l y  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  c h i e f l y  i n  m in d ,  f o r  h e  m e r e l y  

g l a n c e s  a t  t h e  ' p r o s a i c  n o o n - d a y s  o f  h i s  p a m p h l e t e e r i n g ' ,  a t  

t h e  ' B u r i a l s  B i l l  and t h e  D i s s e n t i n g  f u n e r a l s ' .

I n  v i e w  o f  t h i s  n e g l e c t ,  t h e r e  seem s  t o  b e  room f o r  

g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' t h e o l o g i c a l '  w o r k s ,  p a r t i 

c u l a r l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  them , S t .  P a u l  and  P r o t e s t a n t i s m . An 

a t t e m p t  w i l l  be  made t o  show t h a t  t h i s  ' c r i t i c i s m  o f  a g r e a t  

and  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a u t h o r '  i s  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h

A r n o l d ' s  c e n t r a l  w o rk  and  was r e g a r d e d  b y  him a s  an e x t e n s i o n
(Z)o f  C u l t u r e  and  A n a r c h y . ^

( 1 )  The L e t t e r s  o f  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  t o  A. H. C lo u g h  E d i t e d  
H .P .L o w r y  ( 1 9 3 2 )  p . 36

2)  S t .  P a u l  p .  75
3) V .  b e lo v f ,  p p .5 ' J 2 ^ 3 .



I t  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  p e r t i n e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  how f a r ,  i f  a t  a l l , '  

A r n o l d  was c o n s c i o u s  o f  a c l e a v a g e  i n  h i s  w o rk .

   An a t t e m p t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  h e  made t o  shew t h a t  h i s  a p p r o a c h

t o  e v e r y  m a t t e r  was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  l i t e r a r y ,  and  t h a t  t h e  s u b 

j e c t s  o f  h i s  l a t e r  p r o s e  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  h i s  e a r l i e s t  w r i t i n g s .  * 

The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  w i l l  b e  

t a k e n  a s  an e x a m p le .

We know t h a t  A r n o l d  f e l t  o r  f o r e s a w  a f a i l i n g  o f  h i s  p o e t i c  

p o w e r .  One p r o o f  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  

1858  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  M rs .  W i l l i a m  F o r s t e r .  At  t h e  a g e  o f  t h i r t y -  

f i v e ,  A r n o l d  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h i s  s l e n d e r  p o e t i c  o u t p u t ,  and 

g i v e s  a q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s l e n d e r n e s s :

' I f  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a b o u t  ray p o w e r s  
w e re  t h e  same a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  l i t e r a r y  m e n ' ,  he
w r i t e s ,  ' ...........' s h o u l d  g a i n  t h e  s t i m u l u s  n e c e s s a r y  t o
e n a b l e  me t o  p r o d u c e  my b e s t ' . ( l )

Then h e  t h i n k s  o f  h i s  harr ipered e x i s t e n c e ;  i t  was n o t  e a s y  f o r

him t o  com bine  h i s  b e s t  p o e t i c a l  work  w i t h  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  s c h o o l

i n s p e c t i n g ,  and  s e v e r a l  c o m p l a i n t s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

i n  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  s o m e t im e s  f o u n d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n

i r k s o m e .  To a p p r o a c h  p e r f e c t i o n ,  h e  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,

r e q u i r e s  a ' t e a r i n g  o f  o n e s e l f  t o  p i e c e s * ' ,  and  t h i s  i n  t u r n

n e e d s  a l i f e  d e v o t e d  t o  p o e t r y .

( 1 )  L e t t e r s ,  e d i t e d  J . W . E . R u s s e l l ,  I ,  p . 83
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* I t  i s  n o t  s o  l i g h t  a m a t t e r ' ,  he  a d d s ,  'when you h a v e  
o t h e r  g r a v e  c l a i m s  on y o u r  p o w e r s , t o  s u b m i t  v o l u n t a r i l y  
t o  t h e  e x h a u s t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  p o e t i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a 
t i m e  l i k e  t h i s ' . ( l /

H i s  p o e t i c a l  p o w e r  f i n d s ,  i n d e e d ,  l i t t l e  s t i m u l u s  i n  h i s  a g e ;

one rem em bers  h i s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  G r a y ,  o r  o f  t h e  p o e t  i n  h i s  own

B a c c h a n a l i a  whomt ' t h e  new a g e '  f a i l s  t o d : i r .

T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  A r n o l d  w r i t e s  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,

' Immust  f i n i s h  o f f  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  my c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  
b e t w e e n  t h i s  and  f o r t y ,  and g i v e  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  
e a r n e s t l y  t o  p o e t r y ' . (&)

He a d d s ,  ' I t  i s  ray l a s t  c h a n c e ' ,  and h e ' f e a r s  l e s t  h e  s h o u l d

' / d r ^ u p  and  / b e c o m ^  p r o s a i c  a l t o g e t h e r ' .  A g a i n ,  a f t e r  a n o t h e r

e i g h t e e n  m o n th s ,  he  w r i t e s  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,  ' A f t e r  t h e  summer I

mean t o  l i e  f a l l o w  a g a i n ,  o r  t o  b u s y  m y s e l f  w i t h  p o e t r y  a l o n e ; '   ̂
and a g a i n ,  ' I  h o p e  t o  do some p o e t r y  and  t o  r i p e n T h e s e

h i n t s  in  t h e  l e t t e r s  a r e  t h e  more v a l u a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  A r n o l d

i n t e n d e d  them  t o  b e  r e a d  o n l y  b y  h i s  f a m i l y  and  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s .

T h e r e  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  i n d i c a t i o n s  i n  h i s  p o e t r y  a l s o ,  t h e  m o s t

s t r i k i n g  b e i n g  t h e  s t a n z a  b e g i n n i n g  'T h o u g h  t h e  Muse b e  g o ne

aw ay '  w h ic h  h e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  h i s  1 867  v o lum e  o f

v e r s e ;  b u t  c a d t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  h e r e ,  l e s t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  p o e t r y

b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a s t a t e m e n t  i n  p r o s e .

|1 )  L e t t e r s , I .  p . 84
,2)  A u g . 1 5 ,  1 8 6 1 .  I b i d  I .  p . 165
3) F e b .  4 ,  1 8 6 3 .  I b i d  I .  p . 212

|4 )  N o v .1 9 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  I b i d  I .  p . 241
5)  Poem s,  p . 393
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In  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t  m i s g i v i n g s ,  A r n o l d  would  s u r e l y  

h a v e  b e e n  amazed a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  he  was * a b a n d o n i n g '  

p o e t r y  f o r  p r o s e ,  o r  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  p o l i t i c s  and t h e o l o g y .  He 

a lw a y s  t h o u g h t  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a man o f  l e t t e r s ,  and  t h i s  f a c t  

p r o v i d e s  t h e  c l u e  t o  t h e  u n i f y i n g  e l e m e n t  i n  h i s  w o r k .  He 

w r i t e s  s c o r n f u l l y  t o  C lo u g h  o f  ' t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  m in d '  w h ic h  he 

r e g a r d s  a s  ' a  s u f f u t a t i o n  e x i s t i n g  i n  a man f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  

c o l o u r i n g  h i s  w h o le  b e i n g ,  and  b e i n g  him i n  s h o r t A g a i n  

h e  w r i t e s  t o  C lo u g h  in  1 8 5 3 ,  ' S t i c k  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  ■§ i t  i s  t h e  

g r e a t  c o m f o r t e r  a f t e r  a l l ' , ( ^ )  a n d ,  o n c e  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s p h e r e  and  f u n c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  u n d e r s t o o d ,  i t  i s  

e v i d e n t  t h a t  h e  d i d  ' s t i c k  t o  l i t e r a t u r e *  a l l  h i s  l i f e .

'W ho ev e r  s e r i o u s l y  o c c u p i e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l / „ s  
s o o n  p e r c e i v e  i t s  v i t a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s ' ^  /

T h e s e  w o r d s ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  p r o v i d e  a comment on h i s  a d v i c e

t o  C l o u g h  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  He i s  a s e r v a n t  o f

l i t e r a t u r e  s t i l l ,  b u t  ' l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a p a r t  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  i t

i s  n o t  t h e  w h o l e ' ,  and  t h e r e  o b s t a c l e s  p r e v e n t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e

f r o m  h a v i n g  i t s  f u l l e s t  e f f e c t .  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  ' t h e  h u m a n i s a t i o n

o f  man i n  s o c i e t y ' i s  t h e  g o a l ,  and l i t e r a t u r e  s t a n d s  o r  f a l l s

w i t h  o t h e r  v i t a l  i n f l u e n c e s .  I t  i s  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  t h a t

A r h o l d  w ould  h a v e  j u s t i f i e d  w ha t  some h a v e  r e g a r d e d  a s  u n w a r r a n t e d

( l )  L e t t e r s  t o  C l o u g h , p . 1 1 5 .
I b i d ,  p . 135
Mixed  E s s a y s , p p . v - v i .  The w h o le  o f  t h i s  P r e f a c e  i s  i m p o r t a n t

f o r  A r n o l d ' s  i d e a  o f  l i t e r a t u r e
(4 )  I b i d ,  p . v i
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e x c u r s i o n s  i n t o  o t h e r  f i e l d s ;  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e s e  f i e l d s  a s  a man 

o f  l e t t e r s  f i g h t i n g  in  t h e  c a u s e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  so  h i s  work., 

i f  one  may a p p l y  t o  t h e  w h o le  t h e  w o rd s  w h i c h  h e  u s e s  o f  a p a r t ,  

' t o u c h e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  and  y e t . . . h a s  a u n i t y  o f  

t e n d e n c y ' . ( ^ )
S u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  v i e w  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A r n o l d ' s  w o rk .

T h e r e  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  m o th e r  i n  w h ic h  he  d i s c u s s e s  h i s  

r e a c t i o n  t o  h o s t i l e  r e v i e w s ;  t h e  a n n o y a n c e  t h e y  c a u s e  h im  i s  

s h o r t - l i v e d ,  and  h i s  s p i r i t s  so o n  r e c o v e r ;  b u t

' t o  b e  a b l e  t o  f e e l  t h u s ,  one  m ust  n o t  h a v e  c o m m it ted  
o n e s e l f  on s u b j e c t s  f o r  w h ic h  one h a s  no v o c a t i o n ,  
b u t  m u s t  b e  on g ro u n d  w h e re  one f e e l s  a t  home and 
s e c u r e ' . ( 2 )

He r e g a r d e d  a l l  h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  a s  l y i n g  v / i t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e ;  he  w r i t e s  i n  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t h a t  when he  h a s  

f i n i s h e d

'An a r t i c l e  on M i d d l e - C l a s s  E d u c a t i o n  and one on 
A c a d e m i c s '  he  i n t e n d s  ' t o  d e v o t e  ( h i m s e l f )  r e a l l y  
t o  w h a t  i s  -■ p o s i t i v e  and h a p p v ^ n o t  n e g a t i v e  and 
c o n t e n t i o u s ,  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ' .

H i s  w o r k ,  he  t h i n k s ,  may h a v e  b e e n  n e g a t i v e  when i t  s h o u l d  h a v e

b e e n  p o s i t i v e ;  b u t  h e  was c o n s c i o u s l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e .

L i t e r a t u r e  h e l p s  t o w a r d s  t h e  ' t r e a t m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  o n e ' s

t h o u g h t ,  o r  w i t h  o n e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  o r  w i t h  o n e ' s  s o u l ' . ^ ^ ^

I b i d
(1 )  L e t t e r s —! ,  p . v i i
( 2 )  J u l y  3 0 ,  1 8 6 1 . L ë t t ë h s p . l 6 1
( 3 ) Feb . '  1 9 ,  1 8 6 2 .  P b i d .  I .  p p . 1 8 5 - 4
(4 )  I b i d  I .  p . 249
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An ev en  c l e a r e r  s t a t e m e n t  a p p e a r s  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  M.E. G r a n t

D u f f ,  i n  w h ic h  A r n o l d  a d m i t s  t o  ' a t e m p t a t i o n  t o  t r e a t  p o l i t i c a l ,

o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  d i r e c t l y * ;  h u t  h i s  l i t e r a r y

s e n s e  r e c l a i m s  h im ,  f o r  ' a f t e r  y i e l d i n g

' t o  s u c h  a t e m p t a t i o n  I  a lw ay s  f e e l  m y s e l f  r e c o i l i n g  
a g a i n ,  and d i s p o s e d  t o  t o u c h  th em  o n l y  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  
can h e  t o u c h e d  t h r o u g h  p o e t r y ' . ( 1 )

The f u l l e s t  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  p r o b a b l y

t h e  c l o s i n g  p a r a g r a p h  o f  h i s  r e v i e w  o f  A .P .  S t a n l e y ' s  L e c t u r e s

on t h e  J e w i s h  G h u r c h ^ ^ )  A f t e r  c e n s u r i n g  t h e  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s

l i k e  B i s h o p  G o le n s o  and t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  E s s a y s  and  R e v i e w s ,^  '  
who, u n l i k e  Dean S t a n l e y ,  s h a t t e r e d  m e n ' s  f a i t h  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g

a n y t h i n g  i n  i t s  p l a c e ,  A r n o l d  s a y s  to  them ,

'And you  a r e  m a s t e r s  i n  I s r a e l ,  and  iaiow n o t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  
and you r e q u i r e  a v o i c e  f ro m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  
t e l l  them  t o  y o u ! ' ( 4 )

I t  i s  t r u e ,  he  i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h o s e  who ' h a v e  t o  q u i t

t h e i r  own s p h e r e '  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  b u t  he  d o e s  t h i s  ' i n

t h e  m ere  i n t e r e s t  o f  l e t t e r s ,  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o f  g e n e r a l

c u l t u r e * H e  h a d  no p o l i t i c a l  o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  axe  t o  g r i n d ;

h e  s i m p l y  w i s h e d  t o  c l e a r  away some o f  t h o s e  ' many o b s t a c l e s

p r e v e n t i n g  w h a t  i s  s a l u t a r y  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  f ro m  g a i n i n g  due

,1)  24  May, 1 8 6 4 .  I b i d  I .  p p .  2 7 0 - 1  
.2} M a c m i l l a n ' s  M a g a z i n e . F e b .  1363  
3) V .  b e l o w ,  p p .

( ^ )  g s s a y s  b y  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  ( O x f o r d ,  1925^ p .  444
(5 )  I b i d ,  p . 444
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a d m i s s i o n ,  and  f r o m  p r o d u c i n g  due  e f f e c t .
The i n t e g r i t y  o f  A r n o l d ' s  w ork  and  t h o u g h t  i s  a l s o  shewn

h y  h i s  e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  w e re  t o  e n g a g e  h i s

l a t e r  y e a r s .  ^ P r o f e s s o r  Lowry s a y s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  l e t t e r s  t o

C l o u g h ,  t h a t  t h e y

' s h o w  g l i m p s e s  o f  h i s  f i r s t  t h i n k i n g  upon p o l i t i c s ,  
s o c i e t y  and r e l i g i o n ;  t h e y  c o n t a i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  v ie w  h e  
t o o k  o f  l i f e . ' ( 2 )

I n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  f r e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o e t r y ,

A r n o l d  d i s p l a y s  a l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s ,  A m e r i c a ,

t h e  I r i s h  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  P r a n c e ,  and many a s p e c t s  o f

r e l i g i o n .  He i s  a l r e a d y  on t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  m o u n t a i n s  t o  h e

c l i m b e d  t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .  'T h e y  c a n n o t  b e  A m e r i c a n s

t h a n k  God i f  t h e y  w o u l d '  h e  w r i t e s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  i n  1 8 4 8 ,^ ^ ^  and

in  1852  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  seem t o  h im  ' a  n a t i o n  n o t  h a v i n g  on a

w e d d in g  g a r m e n t . H i s  comments on r e l i g i o u s  t o p i c s  a r e

e q u a l l y  p r o p h e t i c  o f  h i s  l a t e r  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  B i b l e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y

i n  h i s  t h o u g h t s ,  'R e a d  t h e  B i b l e  -  I s a i a h ,  J o b ,  e t c .............  A g a in

c o n s u l t  t h e  B i b l e , h e  a d v i s e d  C lo u g h  i n  co m m en t in g  on h i s

f r i e n d ' s  H o m e r ic  t r a n s l a t i o n ;  h i s  mind i s  a l r e a d y  r e l i g i o u s ,

y e t  i m p a t i e n t  o f  t h e  l o g i c - c h o p p i n g  t h e o l o g i a n .

( 1 )  Mixed E s s a y s  p . v i  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  h i s  m o t i v e  i n  w r i t i n g
S t . P .  V,  p p  S’/ - / /  b e lo w .

2 )  L e t t e r s  t o  C lo u g h  p . 48 
‘3)  I b i d ,  p . 70 
4} I b i d ,  p . 126 c f .  CA 0 . 3 7  
5 )  I b i d ,  p . 103
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i n  1852 h e  t o u c h e s  on t h e  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  "between r e l i g i o n  and 

p o e t r y :

'M odern  p o e t r y  can o n l y  s u b s i s t ' ,  he  w r i t e s ,  ' ..............b y
i n c l u d i n g .............. r e l i g i o n  w i t h  p o e t r y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  e x i s t i n g
a s  p o e t r y  o n l y ,  and  l e a v i n g  r e l i g i o u s  w a n t s  t o  b e  s u p p l i e d  
b y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  a p ow er  e x i s t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  
o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r * . ( l )

F i n a l l y ,  h i s  l i f e l o n g  a t t i t u d e  t o  r e l i g i o n  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s

p a s s a g e ,  so  c l o s e l y  a k i n  t o  L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma;

* I f  one  l o v e d  w ha t  was b e a u t i f u l  and  i n t e r e s t i n g
p a s s i o n a t e l y  e n o u g h ,  one  w o u ld  p r o d u c e  w h a t  was 
e x c e l l e n t  w i t h o u t  t r o u b l i n g  o n e s e l f  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  
dogmas a t  a l l .  As i t  i s ,  we a r e  warm o n l y  when
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  l a s t ................I  w ou ld  h a v e  o t h e r s  -
m o s t  o t h e r s  -  s t i c k  t o  t h e  o l d  d o g n a s  b e c a u s e  I  
s i n c e r e l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w arm th  i s  t h e  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g
......................-  and on t h e  o l d  r e l i g i o u s  r o a d  t h e y  h a v e
s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  ( i t ) ' . ( ^ )

E a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  no l e s s  nu m ero u s  in  

t h e  g e n e r a l  l e t t e r s .  From t h e s e  a l s o  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  b y  1848

h i s  mind was  w o r k i n g  on t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  how t o  ' c l v Ê l i s e *  man,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B r i t a i n  and A m e r i c a .  *1 s e e  a  wave o f  more  t h a n  

A m e r i c a n  v u l g a r i t y , m o r a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and s o c i a l ,  p r e p a r i n g  

t o  b r e a k  o v e r  us* h e  w r i t e s  t o  h i s  m o t h e r . T o  h i s  s i s t e r  

in  t h e  same y e a r  he  d e p r e c a t e s  E n g l a n d ' s  ' s h e e r  h a b i t u a l  w an t  o f  

w id e  r e a d i n g  arid t h i n k i n g * , and a g a i n  h e  w r i t e s ,  *Y/hat 

f o r e i g n e r  c o u ld  d i v i n e  t h e  u n i o n  o f  i n v i n c i b i l i t y  and s p e c u l a t i v e
7 5  "N

d u l n e s s  i n  E n g l a n d ? ' ^  '

( 1 )  I b i d ,  p . 1 2 4  c f  'T h e  s t r o n g e s t  p a r t  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o n  t o - d a y
i s  i t s  u n c o n s c i o u s  p o e t r y '  -  E s s a y s  i n  
C r i t i c i s m , S e r i e s  2 .  p . 2

( 2 )  I b i d ,  p .  143
( 3 )  7 M a rch ,  1 8 4 8 ,  L e t t e r s , I ,  p . 5
( 4 )  May, 1 8 4 8 ,  I b i d ,  I ,  p .  10
( 5 )  7 May 1 8 4 8 ,  I b i d .  I  p .  12
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T h e s e  l e t t e r s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  h i n t s  t h a t  h e  was a l r e a d y  t e m p t e d  

to v /a rd s  t h a t  d i r e c t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  was 

f a r  f ro m  h i s  p u r p o s e ;  t o  M rs .  F o r s t e r  he  w r i t e s :

* I  was m y s e l f  t e m p t e d  t o  a t t e m p t  some p o l i t i c a l  w r i t i n g  
t h e  o t h e r  d a ÿ ,  h u t  i n  t h e  w a t c h e s  o f  t h e  n i g h t  I  seem ed 
t o  f e e l  t h a t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  I  had  some e n t h u s i a s m  o f  
t h e  h e a d  p e r h a p s ,  h u t  no  p r o f o u n d  s t i r r i n g * . (1 )

%
Many o f  t h e  s e e d s  w h i c h  w ere  t o  f l o w e r  i n  t h e  E s s a y s  i n  

C r i t i c i s m  and i n  C u l t u r e  and A n a r c h y  can  h e  s e e n  g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  

t h e s e  l e t t e r s ;  i n  1849 h e  i s  r e a d i n g  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  men 

on whom h e  was l a t e r  t o  w r i t e  -  B yron  and G o e th e  among them ;  h e  

t a l k s  " to  H a r r i e t  M a r t i n e a u  a b o u t  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ;  

and  h e  d i s c u s s e s  e d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s  w i t h  

w h i c h  h i s  new w ork  a s  an i n s p e c t o r  o f  s c h o o l s  b r i n g s  h im  i n t o  

c o n t a c t .

A r n o l d  w r o t e  t o  h i s  m o th e r  in  1 8 6 9 ,  *My poems r e p r e s e n t ,  on 

t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  m ain  movement o f  mind o f  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  a 

c e n t u r y * , a n d  h i s  p o e m s ,  no l e s s  t h a n  h i s ” l e t t e r s ,  t o u c h  a l l  

t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  l a t e r  d e v i a t i o n s  o f  h i s  

e n e r g y ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e o l o g y  i s  p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  r e v e a l i n g  h im ,  n o t  a s  a p o e t  who t r i e d  t o  

becom e a t h e o l o g i a n ,  b u t  a s  a p o e t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e o l o g y  f ro m  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g .

Any a t t e m p t  t o  d raw  f ro m  t h e  poems s t a t e m e n t s  o f  o p i n i o n ,  ^

t o  b e  s e t  b e s i d e  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r o s e ,  w ou ld  b e  f a l s e

(1 )  10 M a rch ,  1 8 4 8 .  I b i d ,  I .  p p . 5 - 6
(2 )  L e t t e r s  I I ,  p .  | 0 .  f O W  s,
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c r i t i c i s m ;  a p o e t  may e x p r e s s  t h o u g h t s  o r  u s e  th em es  w i t h o u t  

c o m m i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  them as  f o r m a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  The 

p r e s e n t  i n t e n t i o n  i s  r a t h e r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e o l o g y  

t o  w h ic h  much o f  h i s  p o e t r y  h e a r s  w i t n e s s .

i n  t h e  1849  vo lume o f  p oem s ,  * 8 t a g i r i u s ' ( ^ )  d a t e d  1344  in  

t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  p r o v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  an e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

C h u r c h  F a t h e r s ,  and  *ln Utruraque P a r a t u s * ^ ^ )  r e v e a l s  a mind 

a l i v e  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i d e a s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e i r  h e a r i n g  on 

t h e o l o g y .  * M y c e r in u s * ,  a n o t h e r  e a r l y  poem^^) s h o u l d  n o t  h e  

t a k e n  t o o  s e r i o u s l y  in  i t s  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  t h o u g h  T i n k e r  and Lowry

f i n d  ' t h e  w ho le  c o n c e p t i o n ................p r o p h e t i c  o f  "E m p e d o c le s  on

E tn a " } ^ ^  B u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e r e  -  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n i n g  

o f  a mind n e v e r ,  i n  t h e  n a r r o w  s e n s e ,  m e r e l y  ' l i t e r a r y ' .  One j
poem i n  t h i s  e a r l y  vo lu m e ,  "To an I n d e p e n d e n t  P r e a c h e r " , ^   ̂ i s

w o r t h y  o f  n o t i c e  f o r  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  D i s s e n t} ,  i t s  i r r i t a t i o n  ]
I

i s  a f o r e t a s t e  o f  l a t e r  l a p s e s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  '

I n  1852 "E m pe d o c le s  on E t n a "  a p p e a r e d .  T h i s  poem m ust  • |

r e p r e s e n t  some a s p e c t s  o f  A r n o l d ' s  t h o u g h t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a d e c a d e .

As i n  " M y c e r i n u s " ,  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t  t a k e s  a fo rm  s u i t e d  

t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  b u t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  A r n o l d ' s  w a r n i n g ,  one may s e e  

i n  i t  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s .  The God o f

l )  Poems p .  75 
2}  I b i d ,  p .  85
3)  I b i d ,  p .  36

|4 )  T i n k e r  & Lowry, I b i d ,  p .  37 
' 5 ) P o e m s , p .  60
6 ;  I t  was p a r t l y  t h e  ou tcom e o f  a l o n g  c o u r s e  o f  r e a d i n g  f o r  

a p r o j e c t e d  drama on L u c r e t i u s
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t h i s  poem i s  i m p e r s o n a l ,  f a l l i b l e ,  and  s t r u g g l i n g ;  i t  i s ,  i n d e e d ,

m ore  o f  a P o w er  t h a n  a P e r s o n .

S u g g e s t i o n s  o f  an i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  t o

b e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1852 v o lu m e .  A f t e r  'E m p e d o c l e s * ,  t h e

o u t s t a n d i n g  poems a r e  ' P r o g r e s s  * a n d ' S t a n z a s  f ro m  t h e  g r a n d e  
( 2 )C h a r t r e u s e ' . ^   ̂ Even when a l l o w a n c e  h a s  b e e n  made f o r  p r a c t i c a l  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  ' P r o g r e s s '  i l l u s t r a t e s  A r n o l d ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  D e s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  o l d  b e l i e f s ,  h e  s a y s ,  ^
;

w i l l  do no go o d ;  man m ust  d e v e l o p  e v e r y t h i n g  o f  v a l u e  t h a t  o l d e r

b e l i e f s  h a v e  f o s t e r e d ;

'L e a v e  t h e n  t h e  G r o s s  as ye  h a v e  l e f t  c a r v e d  g o d s ,
Brit g u a r d  t h e  f i r e  w i t h i n . '

T i n k e r  and  Lowry t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  poem ' r e p r e s e n t s  w e l l  t h e

a d v a n c e d  t h o u g h t  o f  1 8 5 2 ' , t h o u g h  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  t h i s

a d v a n c e d  t h o u g h t  was. a s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  o r  a s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a s

A r n o l d ;  one rem em bers  R o b e r t  E l s m e r e ' s  s t r u g g l e  t o  make Mr.

W endover  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n .

A r n o l d  v i s i t e d  t h e  m o n a s t e r y  o f  t h e  Grande  C h a r t r e u s e  i n

1 8 5 1 ,  and i n  a l i s t  o f  poems t o  b e  w r i t t e n  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

y e a r  i s  ' t h e  C h a r t r e u s e ' ;  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  poem was t h e r e f o r e

c o n c e i v e d  some y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 5 .  I t  i s  a

r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  tv/o d i v e r g e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y

1 )  P o e m s , p . 193  
21 I b i d ,  p . 270

( 3 )  1 1 . 2 7 - 8  c f .  h i s  e m p h a s i s  on 'w a r m t h '  in  t h e  l e t t e r  t o
C lo u g h  q u o t e d  a b o v e ,  p .  fO,

( 4 )  The P o e t r y  o f  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p . 191
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t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  y o u t h  -  t h e  B ro a d  C h u r c h  movement t h r o u g h  

h i s  f a t h e r ,  Rughy ,  and B a l l i o l ,  and T r a c t a r i a n i s m  t h r o u g h  Newman 

and  t h r o u ^  i s  g o d f a t h e r ,  J o h n  K e h l e . ( ^ )  I n  t h e s e  s t a n z a s  

A r n o l d  s t a n d s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two t r e n d s ,  f e e l i n g  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  

o f  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  b u t  u n a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  h i m s e l f  w i t h  i t .  W h e th e r  

t h e  ' r i g o r o u s  t e a c h e r s '  o f  h i s  y o u t h  w e re  t h e  C r e e k  p h i l o s o p h e r s  

o r  t h e  l i b e r a l  C hurchm en ,  t h e i r  l o v e  o f  t r u t h  h a s  h a d  i t s  e f f e c t ,

and  he  f e e l s  an  a l i e n .  The monks,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  s y m b o l i s e  a f a i t h
\

w h i c h  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  a r e  k i l l i n g  t o o  v i o l e n t l y ,  and t h e

w o r l d  h a s  n o t  f o u n d  a b e t t e r  f a i t h  y e t ;  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no r e t u r n i n g

t o  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s .  I n  1 8 6 0  he  was t o  w r i t e  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,

' I  h a v e  a s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  ( t h e
M i d d l e  A g e s ) ,  and o f  t h e  u t t e r  f o l l y  o f  t h o s e  who
t a k e  i t  s e r i o u s l y ,  and p l a y  a t  r e s t o r i n g  i t ;  s t i l l ,  
i t  h a s  p o e t i c a l l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  charm an d  r e f r e s h m e n t  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e . ' ( 2 )

T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  d u a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  poem.

D r .  A r n o l d ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on h i s  s o n ,  s u g g e s t e d  i n  ' S t a n z a s

f r o m  t h e  G ra n d e  C h a r t e u s e ' ,  i s  p r o c l a i m e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  T ho se

who s a y  t h a t  A r n o l d  i s  n o t  s i n c e r e  i n  'R u g b y  C h a p e l ' h a v e  n o t

u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  s i d e  o f  h i s  n a t u r e  w h ic h ,  l i k e  h i s  a n c i e n t
' I

( 1 )  c f  T r i l l i n g ,  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p . 5 9 .  I t  i s  n o t  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  A r n o l d  was e v e r  drawn t o  t h e  T r a c t a r i a n  d o c t r i n e s ;  
b u t  he  was a t  O x f o r d  w h i l e  Newman' s i n f l u e n c e  was a t  i t s  
h e i g h t ,  and  h e  h i m s e l f  a c k n o w l e d g e s  w h a t  h e  owes t o  
Newman; c f .  CA, p p . 3 2 - 3 3 ;  E s s a y s  i n  C r i t i c i s m , p . 69 ;  and 
T r i l l i n g ,  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p p . 3 3 2 - 3 ,  w h e re  a l e t t e r  o f  
A r n o l d ' s  t o  t h e  C a r d i n a l  i s  q u o t e d .

2 )  1 7  D ec .  1 8 6 0 , . L e t t e r s , I .  p . 147
3) P o e m s , p . 4 2 2 '
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H ebrews and S t .  P a u l ,  t h i r s t e d  a f t e r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  I n  t h i s  

poem A r n o l d  i s  one w i t h  h i s  l a t e r  s e l f  who t r i e d  t o  rem o v e  t h e  

v e i l  o f  'A b e r g l a u b e *  f r o m  s i m p l e  e t h i c s .  Men l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r  

w e re  t h e  g r e a t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n :

'Y o u r s  i s  t h e  p r a i s e ,  i f  m ank ind  
H a t h  n o t  a s  y e t  i n  i t s  m a rc h  H \
P a i n t e d ,  and  f a l l e n ,  and d i e d ! * ^  '

T h i s  them e  a p p e a r s  a g a i n  i n  'T he  L o r d ' s  M e s s e n g e r s ' ,  w h ic h

a p p e a r e d  f i r s t  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e ,  'Men o f  G e n iu s

' S t .  B r a n d a n * ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 0 ,  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t  o n l y

f o r  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e n t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h

R e n a n ,  n i n e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  S t .  P a u l  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . A r n o l d ' s

a t t e n t i o n  was f i r s t  drawn t o  t h e  l e g e n d  o f  S t .  B r a n d a n  b y  R e n a n ,

who i n  an e s s a y  on t h e  C e l t s  h a d  d e c l a r e d  i t  t o  b e  ' u n e  d e s  p l u s

e n to n n a n te s  c r e a t i o n s  de  l ' e s p r i t  hum ain

A f e w  more poems may b e  m e n t i o n e d  in  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  T h r e e

sonne tsC^")  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1867  shew a c o n t i n u e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e

C h u r c h  F a t h e r s ;  t h e s e  a r e  'T h e  D i v i n i t y ' ,  'T h e  Good S h e p h e r d  w i t h

t h e  K i d ' ( ^ )  and ' M i n i c a ' s  L a s t  P r a y e r ' . The l a s t  e c h o e s  A r n o l d ' s

s e n s e  t h a t

'C r e e d s  p a s s ,  r i t e s  c h a n g e ,  no a l t a r  s t a n d e t h  w h o l e ' ,

^1) Rugby C h a p e l ,  11 .  1 6 8 - 7 0
*2) C o r n f a i l l  M a g a z i n e , J u l y  1 9 6 0 .  P o e m s , p . 379
3)  V. T i n k e r  & L owry ,  The P o e t r y  o f  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p . 26
4 )  P o e m s , p p . 39 8 ,  400
5)  W r i t t e n  i n  1 8 4 4 .
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t h a t  o n l y ' l i f e  in  God' r e m a i n s ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  d e p e n d e n t

on o r t h o d o x y .  'D o v e r  B e a c h ' p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 7  h u t  p r o h a h l y  

w r i t t e n  much e a r l i e r , (%) r e c e d i n g  f a i t h .  The

s t a n z a s  e n t i t l e d  'A W is h '  e x p r e s s  i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  t h e o l o g i a n s  

who

' C a n v a s s  w i t h  o f f i c i a l  b r e a t h  /„>,
The f u t u r e  and i t s  v i e w l e s s  t h i n g s ' . ^  ^

F i n a l l y ,  ' P i s - A l l e r ' r e v e a l s  A r n o l d ' s  a n x i e t y  t h a t  men s h o u l d

h a v e  a f a i t h ,  even  one w h ic h  b e  c a n n o t  t a k e  l i t e r a l l y .

T h i s  s u r v e y  o f  A r n o l d ' s  e a r l y  and s u s t a i n e d  i n t e r e s t  in

r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  i s  o n l y  one e x a m p le  o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  h i s

tbhoughtj ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  one w h ic h  seems t o  t h r o w  m ost  l i g h t  on

t h e  p l a c e  o f  S t .  P a u l  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  i n  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t .

W i t h o u t  h o l d i n g  h im  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p o e t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  ' th row n

o u t '  i n  t h e s e  e a r l y  v o l u m e s ,  one  may c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  p r e c l u d e

a n y  t h e o r y  o f  an a b r u p t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  o f  h i s

th o u g h t .

1 )  Poem s,  p . 401
21 V .  T i n k e r  & Lowry,  The P o e t r y  o f  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p p . 1 7 3 -5
31 1 1 .  2 4 - 5  P o e m s , p . 412
4 )  c f .  a l s o  h i s  own ju d g m e n t  on r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t ,  in  t h e  e s s a y  

on J o u b e r t  'T h e  m ost  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h o u g h t s  one can q u o t e  
f r o m  an y  w r i t e r  a r e  a lw a y s  h i s  t h o u g h t s  on m a t t e r s  l i k e  
t h i s ' .  E s s a y s  i n  C r i t i c i s m , p . 339
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( i l )

I n  S t .  P a u l  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  A r n o l d  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  a p o s t l e  g a v e  a p r i m a r y  p l a c e  t o  ' t h e  p h y s i c a l  

and  m i r a c u l o u s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  b o t h  C h r i s t ' s  and 

t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s ' , ^   ̂ h i s  o r i g i n a l i t y  l i e s  i n  h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  can  g r a s p .

How was P a u l  a b l e  t o  do t h i s ,  when h e  o b v i o u s l y  c e n t r e d  h i s  

t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m i r a c l e ?  F o r  a n s w e r ,  A r n o l d  q u o t e s  

t h e s e  l i n e s

'B e lo w  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r e a m ,  s h a l l o w  and  l i g h t  
Of w ha t  we s a y  we f e e l  -  b e lo w  t h e  s t r e a m ,
As l i g h t ,  o f  w h a t  we t h i n k  we f e e l  -  t h e r e  f l o w s  
W i t h  n o i s e l e s s  c u r r e n t  s t r o n g ,  o b s c u r e  and  d e e p ,
The c e n t r a l  s t r e a m  o f  w h a t  we f e e l  i n d e e d . '  ̂ ^

'And b y  t h i s  a l o n e ' ,  h e  a d d s ,  ' a r e  we t r u l y  c h a r a c t e r i s e d ' .

He a c k n o w le d g e d  t h e s e  l i n e s  a s  h i s  own in  a l e t t e r ,  and  s a y s ,

; I  t h i n k  them g o o d ;  L h a v e  s e e n  them  q u o t e d  i n  f o u r  p l a c e s

s i n c e ' . I t  i s  n o t  known when t h e y  w e re  . w r i t t e n ,  b u t  t h e

i d e a . ,  t h e y  e x p r e s s  was i n  h i s  mind much e a r l i e r  t h a n  1 8 6 g ,  and

t h e  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  h i s  p o e t r y  and  h i s  p r o s e ,  h i s  e a r l y

and  h i s  l a t e r  w o r k ,  may b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  i s o l a t i n g  t h i s  theme

and e x a m i n i n g  i t  more c l o s e l y .

I t  o c c u r s  in  'E m p e d o c le s  on E t n a ' ,  w h ic h  was p u b l i s h e d  in  

1 8 5 2 ,  and  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t r e n d  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t  f o r

1 )  S t . P .  & p , p . 8 2 ,  V. b e lo w  p .  7 ^ ,
2 )  I b i d ,  p . 83
31 I b i d ,  p . 83  ‘ '
4 )  L e t t e r s , I ,  p . 32 The l i n e s  w e re  f r e q u e n t l y  g u o t e d  and 

m i s q u o t e d  b y  h i s  r e v i e w e r s .
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s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e . ( ^ )  E m p e d o c l e s ,  i n  h i s  l a s t

s o l i l o q u y  on t h e  b r i n k  o f  t h e  c r a t e r ,  w o n d e r s  w h e t h e r ,  a f t e r

d e a t h ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e i n c a r n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  men, a n o t h e r

t e s t i n g  in  t h i s  l i f e .

'To  s e e  i f  we w i l l  now a t  l a s t  b e  t r u e  
To o u r  own o n l y  t r u e ,  d e e p - b u r i e d  s e l v e s ,

B e i n g  one  w i t h  w h ic h  we a r e  one v / i th  t h e  w h o le  w o r l d ' .   ̂ /

M, B o n n e r o t ,  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  poem , r e m a r k s  on t h e  i m p o r t a n c e

o f  t h i s  th em e  i n  A r n o l d ' s  t h o u g h t ;  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s l y

b u r i e d  s o u l  w h ic h  i s

' l ' e s p ( ^ i r  a u q a e l  a b o u t i t  l a  j n e '^ d i ta t io n  a n g o i s s e e
d 'S m p e d o c l e ,  e s t ................. i n s e p a r a b l e  de l a  p s y c h o l o g i e
d ' A r n o l d ' .  (&)

A l s o  in  1 8 5 2 ,  i n  t h e  same vo lum e w i t h  'E m p e d o c le s  on E t n a '

A r n o l d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  poem e n t i t l e d  'T h e  B u r i e d  L i f e ' , ^ ^ ^  w h ic h

i s  a f u l l e r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  same th e m e .  He s . s e s  man f o r c e d

b y  a m y s t e r i o u s  n e c e s s i t y  t o  ' f o l l o w  t h e  b u r i e d  s t r e a m ' ,  t h e

' u n r e g a r d e d  r i v e r  o f  o u r  l i f e '  w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t r u e  s e l f .

The d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t s  a r e  s u g g e s t e d  h e r e ,  a s  in

S t .  P a u l  and  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ; t h e r e  i s  t h e  l i g h t - f l o w i n g  'w a r  o f

m o ck in g  w o r d s ' ,  b u t

" T h e r e  r i s e s  an u n s p e a k a b l e  d e s i r e  / ^ \
A f t e r  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  ou r  b u r i e d  l i f e ' .  ̂ ' .

1 )  V .  p . / ü  ab o ve
2 )  11 .  5 7 0 -2  Poems p p . 1 2 3 - 4
3) L. B o n n e r o t ,  S m p e d o c le  s u r  . 1 ' E t n a  ( 1 9 4 7 )  p p .  2 4 - 2 5  c 

' " ' o f .  L .  T r i l l i n g ,  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  136
( 4 )  Poems p p .  1 6 8 - 7 1
( 5 )  "The B u r i e d  L i f e " ,  11 .  4 7 - 8



-  19 -

The d e s i r e  r e m a i n s  u n f u l f i l l e d ,  f o r  ' d e e p  e n o u g h ,  a l a s ,  n o n e  e v e r

m i n e s ' .  L o v e r s ,  i n d e e d ,  may g i v e  e a c h  o t h e r  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e

h i d d e n  l i f e ;  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  human l o v e

"The e ye  s i n k s  i n w a r d ,  and t h e  h e a r t  l i e s  p l a i n ,  / . \
And w ha t  we mean, we s a y ,  and  w ha t  we w o u ld ,  we Im ow".  ̂ '

h u t  e v e n  t h e n ,  man o n l y

' t h i n k s  h e  know s.
The h i l l s  w h e re  h i s  l i f e  r o s e .
And t h e  s e a  w h e r e  i t  g o e s ' . ( 2 )

The th em e  r e c u r s  i n  ' M o r t a l i t y ' a n o t h e r  poem f i r s t

p u b l i s h e d  in  1 8 5 2 :

"The s p i r i t  b l o w e t h  and  i s  s t i l l .
In  m y s t e r y  o u r  s o u l  a b i d e s ' . ! ' ^ )

A g a i n ,  i n  t h e  same v o lu m e ,  "The Y o u th  o f  N a t u r e " c o n t a i n s  t h e

v i s i o n  o f  a p o e t  s t r i v i n g  t o  e x p r e s s

' t h e  awe.
The v a s t n e s s ,  t h e  g r a n d e u r ,  t h e  g loom ' ♦
o f  t h e  u n l i t  g u l p h  o f  h i m s e l f ' . ( o )

He f a i l s ;  f o r  he  h i m s e l f  h a s  s e e n  'L e s s  t h a n  ( h e )  l e f t  u n r e v e a l ' d ' Vf

The c l o s i n g  l i n e  o f  t h e  com pan ion  poem r e p e a t s  t h e  i d e a :

' R a l l y  t h e  good in  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h y s e l f

1)  I b i d ,  1 1 .  8 6 - 7
2 )  I b i d ,  1 1 .  9 7 -8
3) P o e m s , p p .  1 9 2 - 3
4 )  ‘̂ M o r t a l i t y ' ,  1 1 .  3 - 4
5 ) P o e m s , p p .  1 8 6 - 9
6 )  'T h e  Y o u th  o f  N a t u r e ' ,  1 1 .  1 0 0 - 2
7)  'T h e  Y o u th  o f  M a n ' ,  Poem s,  p p . 1 8 9 - 1 9 2 ,  1 . 1 1 8
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One more poem o f  1852 w h ic h  may h e  m e n t i o n e d  i s  ' I s o l a t i o n '

w i t h  i t s  s u s t a i n e d  im age  o f  t h e  l o n e l y  i s l a n d s ;  t h e s e  f e e l  t h e i r

l o s t  u n i t y  'when t h e  moon t h e i r  h o l l o w s  l i g h t s '  and  n i g h t i n g a l e s

s i n g  i n  t h e i r  g l e n s ;  t h e n

' a  l o n g i n g  l i k e  d e s p a i r  /px 
I s  t o  t h e i r  f a r t h e s t  c a v e r n s  s e n t * .   ̂ /

I n  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  poem, t h e  ' u n p l u m b ' d * s e a  g i v e s  an ad d ed  

s u g g e s t i o n  o f  d e p t h  and m y s t e r y .

A r n o l d  r e t u r n s  t o  t h i s  them e  i n  * M e r o p e ' ( ^ ^  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

1 8 5 8 ;  i t  em erg es  i n  t h e  c h o r i c  ode  on m a n ' s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  Man 

c a n n o t  e x p l o r e  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  n a t u r e  v e r y  f a r ;  b u t

'm o re  t h a n  a l l  unplumb ' d,
U n s e a l ' d ,  u n t r o d d e n ,  i s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  Man
More t h a n  a l l  s e c r e t s  h i d ,  t h e  way i t  k e e p s ' . ^  ^

Man c a n n o t  e v e n  r e a d  h i s  own h e a r t :

'B u t  ev en  o u r  own h e a r t ,  t h a t  n a r r o w  w o r l d  
Bounded i n  o u r  own b r e a s t ,  we h a r d l y  know, / g \
Of o u r  own a c t i o n s  d i m l y  t r a c e  t h e  c a u s e s . ' '  '

No r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  m y s t e r y  -  i t  may b e  due  t o  ' n a t u r a l  o b s c u r e 

n e s s '  o r  t o  ' o u r  own w a n t  o f  e f f o r t .

In  1 8 6 ?  A r n o l d  p u b l i s h e d  ' P a l l a d i u m ' ,  a poem o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t s  th em e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y

1 )  P o e m s , p . 1 3 5 .  T h i s  poem was l a t e r  (1 8 6 9 )  e n t i t l e d  'To
2 )  ' I s o l a t i o n ' ,  1 1 .  1 3 - 1 4  M a r g u e r i t e *
3) P o e m s , p p .  ^ 8 3 - 3 7 8
4 )  An i n t e r e s t i n g  v e r b a l  e ch o  f ro m  ' I s o l a t i o n '  c f  'M e r o p e * , 1 . 6 2 9
5)  'M e r o p e ' 1 1 .  6 3 5 - 7
6)  I b i d ,  1 1 .  6 4 4 - 6  c f . ' E m p e d o c l e s ' ,  1 1 . 1 4 2 - 6
7) 1 1 .  6 4 7 - 9
8 )  P o em s ,  p . 406
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t h a t  o f  *The B u r i e d  L i f e * ,  t h o u g h  w i t h  two i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s :

t h e  t r u e  s e l f  i s  h e r e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  more p o s i t i v e l y  b e n e f i c e n t

t h a n  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  poem, and  t h e  image  i s  r e v e r s e d .  H e i g h t ,

n o t  d e p t h ,  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  h e r e ;  t h e  s u b t e r r a n e a n

s t r e a m  g i v e s  p l a c e  t o  t h e  s t a t u e  o f  P a l l a s  A t h e n a  s t a n d i n g  above

T r o y  and p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  w a r r i o r s  who, im m ersed  i n  t h e  r u s h  o f

b a t t l e  b e l o w ,  c a n n o t  s e e  i t .  So man, i n  t h e  h u r r y  o f  l i f e ,

t h i n k s  h e  i s  u s i n g  h i s  w h o le  b e i n g ,  y e t  h i s  e s s e n c e  r e m a i n s

u n t o u c h e d ,  s e n d i n g  * a r u l i n g  e f f l u e n c e *  i n t o  h i s  l i f e :

*And when i t  f a i l s ,  f i g h t  as  we w i l l ,  we d i e .
And w h i l e  i t  l a s t s ,  we c a n n o t  w h o l l y  e n d .*  (1 )

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e

s o n n e t  * E as t  L o n d o n * ( ^ )  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  in  1 8 6 7 ,  a s i m i l a r  i d e a  -

t h a t  t h e  s o u l  can

*Set  up a mark o f  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i g h t .
Above t h e  h o w l i n g  s e n s e s *  ebb and f l o w * .

I n  t h e  poem o f  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e  y o u t h  i s  t o  * r a l l y  t h e  good i n  t h e

d e p t h  o f  h i m s e l f * ; \   ̂ and  i n  1 8 6 7 ,  i n  a m e d i t a t i o n  on g r o w i n g

o l d ,  A r n o l d  h a s  w r i t t e n

*Deep i n  o u r  h i d d e n '  h e a r t
P e s t e r s  t h e  d u l l  r em em b rance  o f  a c h a n g e * . ^  '

\
To man i n  y o u t h  and a g e  A r n o l d ’s m e s sa g e  i s  t h e  sam e,  w h e t h e r  he  

t h i n k s  o f  t h i s  h i d d e n  s e l f  a s  a deep  s t r e a m  o r  a l o f t y  b e a c o n .

T h i s  r e c u r r e n t  i d e a  m ust  b e  c o n n e c t e d ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  

f r a g m e n t  o f  v e r s e  i n  S t .  P a u l  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t i s m , b u t  a l s o  w i t h

; i )  ’P a l l a d i u m * ,  1 1 .  2 3 - 4  
| 2 )  P o e m s , p . 395
|ë )  * The Y o u th  o f  Man*, 1 . 1 1 8 ,  P o e m s , p . 192
|4 )  ’Growing  O ld * ,  1 1 .  2 8 - 9 ,  Poems p . 409
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A r n o l d ’ s  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  ’b e s t  s e l f ’ b y  w h ic h  ’we a r e  u n i t e d ,

i m p e r s o n a l ,  a t  h a r m o n y ’ . Trhis i s  s u r e l y  t h e  t r u e  s e l f  o f

E m p e d o c l e s ,  ’b e i n g  one w i t h  w h ic h  v/e a r e  one  w i t h  t h e  whole

wo r l d ’ . T o  t h i s  s e l f  we may e n t r u s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  b e c a u s e  ’ i t

i s  t h e  t r u e s t  f r i e n d  we a l l  o f  us  can h a v e . . . . t o  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y

we may t u r n  w i t h  s u r e  t r u s t T h i s  ’b e s t  s e l f ’ i s  d e e p l y

h i d d e n ,  and  m ost  o f  us  a r e ’s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a s e l f  w h ic h  comes

u p p e r m o s t  l o n g  b e f o r e ’ i t . ( ^ ^  W i th  t h i s  may be  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e

’ one c e n t r a l  m o r a l  t e n d e n c y ’ o f  S t .  P a u l  and  P r o t e s t a n t i s m

’w h ic h  f o r  us and  f o r  a l l  men i s  t h e  l a w  o f  o u r  b e i n g ’ .
in  1869 A r n o l d  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  them e  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d e f i n e d  in

h i s  t h o u g h t s  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 5 2 ;  and t h i s  s t r e t c h  o f  

s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  c o v e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  c e n t r a l  work in  p o e t r y  

and i n  p r o s e .  I f  h i s  own w ords  may b e  u se d  a s  a comment,  ’E v e r y 

w h e re  t h e r e  i s  c o n n e x i o n ;  e v e r y w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n

’l )  CA, ^ . 8 0  oj.
’2 )  " E m p e d o c l e s  on E t n a ’ , 1 . 3 7 2  
3} CA, p . 8 0 .  c f  ’P a l l a d i u m ’ , 11 .  2 1 - 2 4  

> )  CA, p . 81 
’51 S t .  P .  & P . p . 49
6 ) ^On t h e  Modern E l e m e n t  in  L i t e r a t u r e ’ , M a c M i l l a n ’ s M a g a z i n e , 

Pebo 18 6 9 .  V. E s s a y s  b y  M a t th e w  A r n o l d ,  p . 456
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I I .  The E a r l i e r  Prose

In  p a s s in g  from th e  p o e tr y  o f  Ivlatthew Arnold to  h i s  

e a r l i e r  p r o se ,  the p rose  must n o t  he thought o f  a s  

c h r o n o lo g ic a l ly  f o l lo w in g  the  p o e tr y ;  th e  two went on 

s im u lta n e o u s ly ,  as the  New Poems o f  1867 s h e w . Y e t  

t h i s  e a r l i e r  p r o s e ,  rea ch in g  from the  P re fa ce  to  th e  Poems 

o f  1853 to  C ulture and Anarchy, forms a l o g i c a l  b r id g e  from
I

the  p o e try  to  the  l a t e r  p r o se .  The whole o f  i t  i s  an 

' e s s a y  in  c r i t i c i s m ' ,  and i t s  c l im ax  i s  th e  volume E ssays

in  C r i t i c i s m , which r e p r e s e n t s  th e  y e a r s  1 8 6 3 -4 ,  and i s  in
(  2 )  ,i t s e l f  an example o f  A rn o ld 's  v a r ie d  i n t e r e s t s .

A rn o ld 's  own remark t h a t  'everywhere th e r e  i s  

c o n n e c t io n ,  everywhere th e r e  i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n ' ^  i s  perhaps  

the b e s t  comment on t h i s  p er io d  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t y .  The id e a  

o f  'w holeness* appealed  to  him s t r o n g ly ;  in  the  l e c t u r e  on

(1 ) I t  i s  probable th a t  most o f  the poems in  t h i s  volume were
w r i t t e n  during  the p er io d  under c o n s id e r a t io n .  For
exam ple, th r ee  o f  th e  e l e g i e s  can be dated  as f o l lo w s :  
'T h y r s i8 ' ,  I 86I - 6 ; 'H e in e 's  G rave', 1858 -67 ; 'Rugby 
C h a p e l' ,  1 8 5 7 -6 7 .

( 2 ) P r o fe s s o r  T r i l l i n g  has t h i s  p e r io d  i n  mind when he w r i t e s :
'V/hen a man s e e s  l i f e  under the a s p e c t  o f  a d i s t i n c t
and i l l u m in a t i n g  id e a ,  a l l  th in g s  become i n t e r 
r e la t e d  and i t  i s  no s te p  a t  a l l  from the  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  Homer to the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
e lem en tary  s c h o o l s . *

-  L io n e l T r i l l i n g ,  f e t th e w  Arnold (1 9 3 9 ) ,  p . 1 78 .
( 3 ) *Cn th e  Modern Element in  L i t e r a t u r e * .  E ssays by I%tthew

Arnold (1 9 2 5 ) ,  p . 456. ------- -----------------------

/
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'The Modem Element in  L ite r a tu r e *  ( l8 5 7  ) he sa y s  o f  

Thucydides :

' Thucydides i s  no mere l i te jp a r y  man; no i s o l a t e d  
th in k e r  • • • •  he was a man o f  a c t io n ,  a man o f  
th e  w orld , a man o f  h is  t im e . He r e p r e s e n ts  
. • • •  the g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  h i s  age and 
n a t io n ;  o f  a n a t io n  the  m eanest c i t i z e n s  o f  
which cou ld  f o l lo w  w ith  com prehension the \
profou n d ly  th o u g h tfu l  sp eech es  o f  P e r i c l e s * .

In  the  same l e c t u r e  he r e p e a ts  h i s  comment on Soph ocles  in

the son n et o f  1849:

'In  Sophocles  th e r e  i s  th e  same en ergy , th e  same 
m a tu r ity ,  the same freedom , the same i n t e l l i g e n t
o b s e r v a t i o n   And th e r e fo r e  I  have ven tu red
to say  of S o p h o c le s ,  th a t  he "saw l i f e  s t e a d i l y ,  
and saw i t  w h o le" ' . ( 2 v

Even more s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  one o th e r  remark a t  the c l o s e  o f

t h i s  l e c t u r e ;  la m en tin g  the gloom and s te r n n e s s  o f

L u c r e t iu s ,  Arnold s a y s ,

'So hard, n ay , so im p o s s ib le  f o r  most men i s  i t  to  
d evelop  th e m se lv es  in  t h e i r  e n t i r e n e s s ;  to  
r e j o i c e  in  the  v a r i e t y ,  the  movement o f  human 
l i f e  w ith  the c h i ld r e n  o f  the world; to  be 
s e r io u s  over  the depth , t h e / s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
human l i f e  w ith  th e  wise.'

In  th e s e  o b se r v a t io n s  one can s e e ,  n o t  o n ly  the fu tu r e

exponent o f  H e llen ism , b u t  the c r i t i c  who, l i k e  T hucydides,

w i l l  n ev er  be a 'mere l i t e r a r y  man'.

In  1851 Arnold became an in s p e c t o r  o f  e lem entary

1 )  I b id ,  p . 462.
( 2 ) I b id ,  p . 465.
( 3 ) I b id ,  p . 472 .
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s c h o o l s ,  and, a lth o u g h  t h i s  p r o f e s s io n  was n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

c o n g e n ia l  to  him in  th e  e a r ly  days, i t  developed  h i s  i n t e r e s t  

in  e d u c a t io n ,  th e  most w id en in g  i n t e r e s t  a man can have.

Arnold i s  seen  a s  an e d u c a t io n i s t  n o t  on ly  in  h i s  o f f i c i a l  

r e p o r t s ,  but a l s o  in  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to  o th e r  f i e l d s ,  and a l l  

h i s  l a t e r  i n t e r e s t s  may be seen  d e v e lo p in g  during  t h i s  t im e .

The purpose o f  t h i s  ch a p te r  i s  to  rev iew  q u ic k ly  the p rose  

o f  1853- 6 5 , shewing how i t  l e d  to  E ssays  in  C r i t i c i s m , and 

then  to  c o n s id e r  th o se  e s s a y s  as the fo reru n n ers  o f  C ulture  

and Anarchy.

A rn o ld 's  publishedvl p rose  work b e g in s  w ith  the  P re fa c e  

o f  1 8 5 3 , and i n  i t  he appears as a c r i t i c  a lr e a d y  p o s s e s s in g  

n ot o n ly  i n s i g h t ,  but a tr a in e d  mind. The purpose o f  the  ^ 

P re fa ce  i s  to e x p la in  h i s  o m iss io n  of 'Empedocles on Etna' 

from the volume; he w ish es  to  make i t  c l e a r  th a t  th e  poem 

i s  n o t abandoned in  d e fere n ce  to  th o se  c r i t i c s  who th in k  a 

s u b je c t  from th e  a n c ie n t  world u n in t e r e s t in g .  Arnold a p p ea ls  

to  p r i n c i p l e s ,  g o in g  u n h e s i t a t in g ly  to  A r i s t o t l e ,  whose 

in f lu e n c e  on him i s  e v id e n t .  The e t e r n a l  o b j e c t s  o f  p o e try  

are human a c t i o n s ,  and the  most i n t e r e s t i n g  a c t io n s  are  

th o se  which appeal to  the  primary human p a s s io n s ;  th e r e fo r e  

'a g r e a t  human a c t io n  o f  1000 y ea r s  ago i s  more i n t e r e s t i n g ........



— 26 * -

than a sm all human a c t io n  o f  t o - d a y ^ : the date i s

i r r e l e v a n t .

Arnold c o n t in u e s  to  fo l lo w  A r i s t o t l e  in  the q u e s t io n  o f  

c o n s t r u c t io n .  The whole must come b e fo r e  th e  p a r t s ,  

a c t io n  b e fo r e  e x p r e s s io n ;  a r c h i t e c t o n ic e  i s  what m a t te r s ,  

n ot the  i s o l a t e d  im ages. He c r i t i c i s e s  modem p o e ts  f o r  

t h e i r  n e g le c t  o f  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  and s u g g e s t s  th a t  the  

in f lu e n c e  o f  Shakespeare has n ot been good f o r  them; and 

he p r a i s e s  the Greeks as m asters  o f  the  grand s t y l e .  

Throughout th e  e s s a y  he c i t e s  G oethe, 'th e  g r e a t e s t  p oet  o f
(2 )modem t im e s ,  the g r e a t e s t  c r i t i c  o f  a l l  times*» His

c o n c lu s io n ,  v /ith  i t s  eu lo g y  o f  the  a n c ie n t s ,  em phasises

th e  H e llen ism  o f  the  w hole;

*I know n o t  hov/ i t  i s ' ,  he s a y s ,  'but t j i e i r  commerce 
w ith  the a n c ie n t s  appears to  me to  produce, in  
th o se  who c o n s t a n t ly  p r a c t i s e  i t ,  a s te a d y in g  and 
composing e f f e c t  upon t h e i r  judgem ent, n o t  o f  
l i t e r a r y  works o n ly ,  but o f men and e v e n ts  in  
g e n e r a l .  They are l i k e  p erson s who have had a 
v e r y  w eigh ty  and im p r e ss iv e  e x p er ien ce s  th ey  are  
more t r u ly  than o th e r s  under th e  empire o f  f a c t s ,  
and more independent o f  t h e ,language cu rren t  among 
th o se  w ith  whom th ey  l i v e * . ^3)

C h r o n o lo g ic a l ly  th e  n ex t  e s s a y  o f  t h i s  p er io d  to demand 

a t t e n t i o n  i s  'Dante and B e a tr ic e  probably  a much r e v is e d

(1 ) Matthew A rn o ld 's  Poems (O.U.P. 1 9 4 5 ) ,  p . 4o
( 2 ) I b id ,  p . 8 ,
( 3 ) I b id ,  p . 1 3 .
( 4 ) B ssays by f e t th e w  A m o ld . (1 9 2 5 ) ,  pp. 445-453
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Oxford l e c t u r e  o f  1858 , v/hich was p u b lish e d  i n  F r a s e r 's

fe;5:azine f o r  I'lay, 1 8 6 j .  I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l i e s  i n  i t s

l i t e r a r y  s u b j e c t ,  and i n  i t s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  A rn o ld 's

p a s s io n  f o r  ' s e e in g  th e  o b je c t  as i t  r e a l l y  i s ' .  A m old

th in k s  th a t  Theodore Ivlartin tr im s the  f a c t s  o f  D a n te 's

l i f e  and work to f i t  h i s  t h e s i s ,  a l t e r i n g  the n atu re o f  h i s

lo v e  f o r  B e a t r ic e ;  and he <^eals w ith  th e  'accom plished

r e c e n t  t r a n s la t o r  o f  Dante '^ A ccord in g ly .

'England and the  I t a l i a n  Q u e s t io n ' ,  an e s s a y  p u b lish ed

i n  pamphlet form in  1859 , i s  A rn o ld 's  f i r s t  a ttem p t a t

p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  and i t s  date should  be b o m e  in  mind

by th o se  who assume th a t  h i s  f i r s t  e s s a y  in  t h i s  f i e l d
( 2 )came ten  y ea rs  l a t e r .  What he sa y s  about I t a l y ,  and

how he u s e s  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta , are  i r r e l e v a n t  h e re ,  b ut h i s

remarks on France are o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  shewing t h a t  h i s

e s t im a te  o f  t h i s  cou n try  i s  a lr ea d y  formed. He ad m ires ,

and w ish es  England to  em u late , th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  her

ord in ary  p eo p le :  ' i t  i s . '  he s a y s ,

•th e  b r ig h t  f e a tu r e  o f  her c i v i l i s a t i o n  th a t  h er  
-common p eop le  can understand and a p p r e c ia te  
language which e lsew h ere  m eets w ith  a r e s p o n s e . 
o n ly  from th e  educated  and r e f in e d  c l a s s e s . ' ( 3 /

(1 )  I b id ,  p. 445.
(2 )  c f .  p . / above.
(3 )  England and the I t a l i a n  Q u estion  (London, 1 8 5 9 ) ,  p . 22.
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His c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  v iew  o f  the E n g lis h  a r i s t o c r a c y  a l s o  

emerges in  t i i i s  e s s a y .  He speaks o f  i t  w ith  'th e  most 

unbounded r e s p e c t b u t  i t  la c k s  i d e a s ,  as do a l l  

a r i s t o c r a c i e s  -  and th e s e  words might b e lo n g  to  C ulture  

and Anarchy:

'An a r i s t o c r a c y  has n a t u r a l ly  a g r e a t  r e s p e c t  
f o r  the e s t a b l i s h e d  order o f  t h i n g s ,  f o r  the  
f a i t  a cc o m p li. I t  i s  i t s e l f  a f a i t  a c c o m p li , 
i t  i s  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th in g s  as  they  a r e ,  i t  
i s ,  above e v e r y th in g ,  pru dent. E x a c t ly  the  
r e v e r se  o f  the m a sses , who regard  th em se lv es  
as in  a s t a t e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  who are by no 
means s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th in g s  as  th ey  a r e ,  who ' 
a r e ,  above e v e r y th in g ,  a d v e n tu r o u s . '^2;

L ite r a tu r e  in  the  narrower se n se  a g a in  predom inates  

in  th e  th ree  l e c t u r e s  'On T r a n s la t in g  Homey', g iv e n  a t  

Oxford in  1861 , w ith  t h e i r  s e q u e l ,  'On T r a n s la t in g  Homer: 

L ast Words' ( l 8 6 2 ) ,  a r e jo in d e r  to  F ra n c is  Newman's r e p ly .  

A rn o ld 's  P r o fe s s o r s h ip  o f  P oetry  in  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  

Oxford, which l a s t e d  from 1857 to  18 6 7 , i s  im portant in  

the development o f  h i s  work. C om paratively l i t t l e  has 

been sa lv a g e d  from i t ,  but we have th e  e s s a y  'On the  

Modern Element in  L ite r a tu r e *  (which he o r i g i n a l l y  d es ig n ed  

a s  a cou rse  o f  l e c t u r e s ) ,  the Homer l e c t u r e s ,  the l e c t u r e s  

'On the Study o f  C e l t i c  L i t e r a t u r e ' ,  and a few minor

(1 )  I b id ,  p. 26.
(2 )  I b id ,  p . 2 pp. 27-8,
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p i e c e s .  Through t h i s  P r o fe s s o r s h ip  A m o ld ,  w h ile

r e s t r i c t e d  to  some e x t e n t  by th e  word 'P o e t r y ' ,  was a b le  

to  ex p lo r e  v a r io u s  them es, w ith  the  r e s u l t  th a t  the  f r u i t

o f  h i s  work f o r  i t  m ight c o n s t i t u t e  a volume o f  e a r ly

E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m .

The Homer l e c t u r e s  foreshadow  s e v e r a l  themes l a t e r  

d evelop ed  by Arnold: th e  'grand s t y l e '  o c c u p ie s  him, f o r  i t

i s  Homer's s t y l e ,  and he c o n t r a s t s  i t  w ith  the  b a l la d  s t y l e  

used  by some E n g l is h  t r a n s l a t o r s .  E c c e n t r i c i t y , he s a y s ,  

i s  the  g r e a t  f a u l t  o f  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and,' as i n  1 853 ,  

he upholds th e  c l a s s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  as  the b e s t  f o r  a

modem w r i t e r .  H is t r i c k  o f  u s in g  proper names i s  a lr ea d y

th e r e :  when a t r a n s la t o r  o f  Homer i s  n e e d l e s s l y  q u a in t and
( 2 )e c c e n t r i c ,  A m old  says^ he 'Newmanises *. His i n t e r e s t

in  the B ib le  i s  a l s o  e v id e n t ;  he r e p e a ts  the a d v ic e  g iv e n  

to  Clough in  an e a r ly  l e t t e r , a n d  u rg es  a l l  t r a n s la t o r s  

to  read and r e -r e a d  the A uth orised  V ers io n ;  'My B i b l i o l a t r y

(1 ) These a re :  (prob ab ly )  'Dante and B e a t r ic e * ,  and 'Pagan 
and M ediaeval R e l ig io u s  - Sentim ent *." The l a t t e r  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  'Pagan and C h r is t ia n  R e l ig io u s  
S e n tim e n t ' ,  and co n ta in e d  much about P r o te s ta n t is m  which  
A m old  removed when i t  was p u b lish e d  i n  the C o m h i l l  in  
A p r il  1 8 6 4 . See L e t t e r s . I ,  pp. 2 6 5 -6 .

( 2 ) E ssays by Ivlatthew Arnold ( l 9 2 5 ) ,  p . ' 3OO. Arnold was 
c r i t i c i s i n g  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  the I l i a d  by F ra n c is  Henry 
Newman, b r o th e r  o f  the C ard in a l.

(3 ) L e t t e r s  to  C lough, p . / 0 3 . (
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i s  perhaps e x c e s s i v e '  he says.^^^ The f i n a l  l e c t u r e ,  'L ast  

W ords', expands the d o c tr in e  o f  th e  'grand s t y l e ' ,  and i t  

c o n ta in s  g la n c e s  a t  Tennyson and ila ca u la y , and th e  t r ib u t e  

to  Clough, who had d ied  in  1861 . Above a l l ,  A rn o ld 's  l i g h t ,  

humorous approach i s  t h e r e ,  f u l l  o f  charm when n o t  over

s t r a in e d .  Newman, he a d m its ,  i s  h i s  s u p e r io r  in  l i n g u i s t i c  

s t u d i e s ,  and:

'th e  demon t h a t  pushes us a l l  to  our r u in  i s  even  
now prom pting me to  fo l lo w  Mr. Newman in t o  a 
d is c u s s io n  about th e  digamma, and I  know n o t  what 
p rov id en ce  h o ld s  me back . And some day, I  have 
no doubt, I s h a l l  l e c t u r e  on th e  language o f  th e  
B e r b e r s ,  and g iv e  him h i s  e n t i r e  r e v e n g e ' ,1 2 ;

To 1861 a l s o  b e lo n g s  Popular E ducation  on the  C o n t in en t . 

This rep o r t  o f  an o f f i c i a l  to u r  o f  C o n t in en ta l  s c h o o ls  i s  

as c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  as  an yth in g  he w r o te .  He comments on 

the  E n g l is h  m iddle c l a s s e s ,  f o r  the problem o f  t h e i r  crude  

c u l tu r e  was b e in g  t h r u s t  upon him by h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  

and he t r a c e s  t h e i r  d e f e c t s  to  t h e i r  bad p r iv a te  s c h o o l s .

H is a t t i t u d e  to  Prance i s  adm iring , as in  th e  I t a l i a n  

pam phlet, though he i s  w e l l  aware o f  h er  f a u l t s .  He s e e s  

th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  th e  ord in ary  French p e o p le ,  but a ls o  

' t h e i r  a lm ost in c r e d ib l e  ig n o r a n c e ' ,^ 3 )  He th in k s  th a t  'o f

( l )  E ssays by I%tthew A m old  ( l9 2 5  ) ,  p . 310*
' 2)  I b id ,  p . 384.
3 ) Popular E ducation  on the C on tin en t ( l 8 6 l ) ,  p . 159 .
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a l l  c i v i l i s e d  n a t io n s  th e y  are incom parably the most n a tu r a l ,

w h ile  o f  a l l  u n s o p h is t ic a t e d  n a t io n s  th ey  are incom parably

th e  most c i v i l i s e d ^

His o p in io n  o f  America i s  a l s o  d e f in e d ;  he s e e s  t h e i r

tendency  to  'P h i l i s t in i s m * :

'Under a u n iv e r s a l  system  o f  com p a ra tiv e ly  advanced  
e d u c a t io n , w ith o u t  c e r t a in  c o r r e c t i v e s ,  the  
American p eo p le  has become an e n e r g e t ic  p e o p le ,  a 
pow erful p e o p le ,  a h ig h ly - t a u g h t  p e o p le ,  i f  you  
w i l l  -  b u t \ a l s o  an overw een ing , a s e l f - c o n c e i t e d  

^ p e o p le . '

He a l s o  tou ch es  the  q u e s t io n  o f  r e l i g i o n  f o r  the f i r s t  time  

in  d i s c u s s in g  denom in ational ed u ca t io n ;  and in  a se n ten ce  

which i s  p r o p h e t ic  o f  L i te r a tu r e  and Dogma he recommends 

'm o r a li ty  -  but sublim ed by b e in g  tau gh t in  co n n ec t io n  w ith  

r e l i g i o u s  s e n t im e n t ' .^ 3 )

I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  le a v e  t h i s  re p o r t  w ith o u t  q u o tin g  

a p assage w h ic h 'shews A rnold , the  p o e t  and man o f  l e t t e r s ,  

trium phing over  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  an o f f i c i a l  document; 

i t  i s  h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a v i s i t  to  the ru in ed  c a s t l e  o f  

B la n q u e fo r t:

'The sch o o lm a ster  gu ided  us up and down s lo p e s  o f  
g r a s s  and v in e y a r d s ,  a cr o ss  a c l e a r  brook, to the  

o ld  c a s t l e .  The masonry o f  i t s  keep r i s e s  s t i l l  
f r e s h  and unworn ou t o f  the  reed-grow n moat; but

(1 )  I b id ,  p . 173 .
(2 )  I b id ,  p . 168 .
(3 )  I b id ,  p . 145 .
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a l l  w ith in  th e  w a l l s  i s  a r u in ,  over  which c l u s t e r  
the w ild  r o s e s .  A p easan t has made h i s  d w e l l in g  
where once was th e  grand en tra n ce;  but he has 
n o th in g  t o ^ t e l l  o f  the c a s t l e ' s  h i s t o r y  and o f  
th e  B lack  f r in c e .  The p loughsh are  o f  the

•R evo lu tion  has passed  over th a t  fe u d a l  age;  
th ey  are gone, the  le o p a r d s  o f  England from the  
gatew ay, the name o f  the B lack  P r in ce  from the  
memories o f  the p o p u la t io n  • • • •  Through a t h i c k e t  
o f  brushwood I  clim bed to  the  top  o f  the ru in ;  
around me, ben eath  th e  lum inous a i r ,  s t r e tc h e d  
the p le a s a n t  country  o f  sou th ern  France; on the  
h o rizo n  were the  towers and s p ir e s  o f  Bordeaux, 
and i t s  smoke hanging i n  the c l e a r  s k y , ' ( D

During the  y ea r s  1 8 6 $  and I 864 A m old  wrote many o f
* ,

the e s s a y s  in c lu d e d  in  E ssays in  C r i t ic i s m :  th e s e  w i l l
( 2 )be co n s id er ed  below . A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s  on

secondary  e d u c a t io n ,  begun in  1863 , was p u b lish ed  in  the  

f o l lo w in g  year  as  A French Eton: or  Middle C lass

E ducation  and the S t a t e , The f i r s t  e s s a y  i s  a d e s c r ip t io n  

of two French secondary  s c h o o ls ;  in  the  fo l lo w in g  e s s a y s  

Arnold t r i e s  to persuade the E n g l is h  m iddle c l a s s  th a t  they  

would b e n e f i t  by a system  o f  s t a te -p r o v id e d  secondary  s c h o o ls  

f o r  t h e i r  so n s ,  o f  a s im i la r  s t a t u s  to  t h a t  o f  the French  

l y c e e s ,  in s t e a d  o f  th e  'h o le  and c o m e r '  sem in a r ie s  which  

th ey  were u s in g .  Thus d id  A m o ld 's  work as an in s p e c t o r  o f  

s c h o o ls  le a d  him to c o n s id e r  s o c i a l  q u e s t io n s ,  which i n  t u m  

l e d  to  the s u b je c t s  o f  h i s  l a t e r  p r o s e .

(1 ) I b id ,  p p .  128- 9 .
( 2 ) p p .  3 3 - 3 8 .
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E ssays in  C r i t ic i s m  was p u b lish e d  in  1865 , a t  which  

time Arnold wrote to  h is  m other,

*I th in k  the  moment i s ,  on the w hole , fa v o u r a b le  
f o r  the  E ssa y s;  and in  g o in g  through them I am 
s tru ck  by the adm irable r i c h e s  o f  human n atu re  
t h a t  are brought to  l i g h t  in  the group o f  
p erson s o f  whom th ey  t r e a t ,  and the s o r t  o f  
u n it y  th a t  as a book to  s t im u la te  the b e t t e r  
humanity in  us the  volume h as . Then, o f  
c o u r s e ,  i f  t h i s  book su c c e e d s ,  the 'w ay  i s  the  
more c l e a r  f o r  my b r in g in g  in  my f a v o u r i t e  
n o t io n s  y e t  fu r th e r  ' .  /

He sawvinthese e s s a y s  th a t  u n i t y  in  d i v e r s i t y  which r e c e n t

s c h o la r s h ip  i s  f in d in g  in  h i s  whole work, and he a ls o

regarded them as  a p re p a r a t io n  f o r  'b r in g in g  in  ( h i s )

f a v o u r i t e  n o t io n s  y e t  f u r t h e r ' .  E ssays in  C r i t ic i s m  d id ,

as  ,he hoped, su cc e e d , and i t  i s  th e  ce n tr e  o f  h i s  work, from

which one may lo o k  back or forw ard, f in d in g  l in lc s  w ith  a l l

the r e s t .  I t  i s  a s  a p r ep a r a t io n  f o r  C ulture and Anarchy

th a t  the e s s a y s  are to  be co n s id er ed  h e r e .

There co n n e c t io n  w ith  a l l  A rn o ld 's  i n t e r e s t s  i s  c l e a r :  

even the t i t l e s  are s i g n i f i c a n t .  The f i r s t  e s s a y  i s  on 

'The F unction  o f  C r i t i c i s m ' ,  and the  second on 'The L ite r a r y  

I n f lu e n c e  o f  A cad em ies';  then  f o l lo w  two e s s a y s  on minor 

French w r i t e r s ,  and one on H ein r ich  H eine . So f a r  Arnold  

does n o t appear to have departed  from ' l i t e r a r y ' i n t e r e s t s ,

( l )  Jan. 21 , 1865 , L e t t e r s . I ,  pp. 286-7*
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though the  c o n te n ts  o f  the e s s a y s  must have been s u r p r is in g .  

There fo l lo w s  the  e s sa y  on r e l i g i o u s  se n t im e n t ,  then  the  

i n t e r e s t  r e tu r n s  to  France in  'Jou bert* ;  and l a s t  come 

'Sp inoza  and the  B i b le '  and 'Ivlarcuà A u r e liu s  \   ̂ So the

read er  has a c lu e  to  some o f  the s u b j e c t s  : c r i t i c i s m ,

l i t e r a t u r e ,  France, the B i b le ,  r e l i g i o n .  I t  b e g in s  to  be 

seen  why Arnold thought o f  the volume as a c l e a r e r  of the  

way. His aim, in  t h i s  and a l l  h i s  v/ork^is s t a t e d  in  th e  

P r e fa c e :

'To t r y  and approach t r u th  on one s id e  a f t e r  a n o th er ,  
n o t  to  s t r i v e  or cr y , nor to p e r s i s t  in  p r e s s in g  
fo r w a rd ..o n  any one s i d e ,  w ith  v io l e n c e  and s e l f -  
w i l l

This he sought to  do 'a s  a p la in  c i t i z e n  o f  the  r e p u b l ic  o f  

l e t t e r s

Like a l l  A rn o ld 's  work, the E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m  must 

be read as a whole i f  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  to  be grasped;  

but f o r  the p r e se n t  purpose i t  i s  n e c e s sa r y  to  shew the  more 

d i r e c t  r o u te s  from them to C ulture and Anarchy. The f i r s t  

e s s a y ,  'On the F u n ction  o f  C r i t i c i s m  a t  the P r e se n t  Tim e', 

i s ,  as i t s  p la c e  would s u g g e s t ,  th e  most im p o rta n t , and the  

way i n  which A rn o ld 's  th e o ry  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  as s e t  out in

(1 )  'A P e r s ia n  P a s s io n  P l a y ' ,  a l e c t u r e  g iv e n  a t  Birmingham 
in  I 67I ;  was added i n  th e  e d i t io n  o f  1875 .

( 2 ) E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m ,  p . v i i .
( 3 ) I b id ,  p . X.
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t h i s  e s s a y ,  l e a d s  on to  h i s  id e a  o f  c u l t u r e ,  i s  d is c u s s e d

in  a l a t e r  c h a p te r .  This l e a v e s  two o u ts ta n d in g  themes

to be d e a l t  w ith  h ere :  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  and r e l i g i o n .

Both are prom inent in  th e s e  e s s a y s ,  which, i t  must be

remembered, r e p r e se n t  work w r i t t e n  f i v e  or s i x  y ea r s  b e fo r e

the p u b l i c a t io n  o f  C ulture and Anarchy.

In  the f i r s t  e s s a y  (2 )  Arnold p r o t e s t s  a g a in s t  the

u g l in e s s  o f  l i f e  around him, o f  which th e  names 'W r a g g , . . . .
( o )

lü g g in b o tto m , S t i g g i n s ,  BuggJ ' ® are sy m b o lic . The

\e ir tu e  o f  detachm ent, o f  t r y in g  to  se e  th in g s  as th ey  a r e ,

i s  what h i s  countrymen need to  c u l t i v a t e  in  the m idst o f

'th e  rush  and roar  o f  p r a c t i c a l  l i f e * .^ ^ ^  V/ithout a ' f r e e

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  trea tm en t o f  t h in g s ,  t r u th  and th e  h ig h e s t

c u ltu r e  are out o f  the  q u e s t i o n ' . A r n o l d  has a lr e a d y

d iagnosed  the d i s e a s e ,  and begun to  ad vocate  the  cu re .

The e s sa y  on H e i n e c o n t a i n s  h i s  f i r s t  use  o f  the

word ' P h i l i s t i n e *  a n d ' P h i l i s t i n i s m ': 'P h i l i s t in i s m .^  We

have n o t  the e x p r e s s io n  in  E n g l is h .  Perhaps we have not
( 7 )the v/ord because we have so much o f  the  th in g .  ' He

(]_ ) JDÛL.

(2 )  P u b lish ed  f i r s t  in  the  N a tio n a l Review , Nov. 1864 .
3 ) E ssays  in  C r i t i c i s m , p . 27.
4) I b id ,  p. 29.
5 ) I b id ,  p . 31.

(6 )  The C o m h i l l . Aug. 1863.
(7 ) E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m ,  p . 188 .
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c o n t in u e s  on t h i s  theme, lo o k in g  a t  the B r i t i s h  P h i l i s t i n e

through the ey es  o f  H eine , and c o n t r a s t in g  'th e  e n t h u s ia s t

f o r  th e  id e a ,  f o r  r e a s o n '  ̂ P h i l i s t i n i s m  i s  s im ply
( 2 )' in v e t e r a t e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to id e a s * .  B e s id e s  t h i s

s p e c i f i c  m ention o f  P h i l i s t i n i s m ,  th ere  i s  the i m p l i c i t  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  E n g lish  m iddle c l a s s  l i f e  throughout the volum e. 

I t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  d uring  the y ea rs  1 8 6 3 -4  Arnold was c o n t in u in g  

to  th in k  about the E n g l is h  m iddle c l a s s e s  a lo n g  the l i n e s  ' 

su g g es ted  to him by h i s  e d u c a t io n a l  work. ^ ^

For Arnold, s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  was in s e p a r a b le  from  

r e l i g i o n ;  the  B r i t i s h  m iddle c l a s s  was narrow and u n cu ltu red  

b ecause  i t  had embraced a narrow and crude P r o te s ta n t is m ,  

and by th e  time he wrote C ulture and Anarchy. Arnold  

b e l ie v e d  th a t  the o n ly  way to  save E n g lis h  s o c i e t y  was to  

f r e e  the  middle c l a s s  from P u r ita n ism . This a t t i t u d e  i s  

r e v e a le d  in  the e s s a y  on Eugenie de Guerin, where A m old  

employs h is  f a v o u r i t e  method o f  g e n e r a l i s i n g  from one or  

two exam ples. He compares the C a th o l ic  Eugenie de Guerin

(1 ) I b id ,  p . 1 9 2 .
2 ) I b id ,  p . 204 .
3 ) In  a l e t t e r  to  h i s  m other, dated  Feb. 1 6 , 1864 , he w r i t e s :

*I mean . . . .  to  d e l iv e r  the m iddle c l a s s  out o f  the  
. hand o f  t h e i r  D is s e n t in g  m in i s t e r s .  The mere 

d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  task, i s  i t s e l f  r a th e r  an a d d i t io n a l  
in c e n t iv e  to  undertake i t .  *

-  B e t t e r s  I ,  p . 2 6 4 .
( 4 ) The C o r n h i l l . June, I 863.
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w ith  a P r o te s t a n t  Englishwoman, Emma Tatham, and, though

he has n o th in g  to  say in  d i s p r a is e  o f  the l a t t e r * s

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  he f in d s  i t s  outward d e t a i l s  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  
than th o se  o f  the  Frenchwoman's f a i t h .  Here, as in

C ulture and Anarchy and S t .  Paul and P r o t e s ta n t i s m . Arnold

seems to  l o s e  h i s  c r i t i c a l  t a c t  when v /r i t in g  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s ;

w ith  amazing u n g r a c io u sn e ss ,  i f  n o th in g  w orse , he scorn s

words w hich, though they  meant n o th in g  to  him, are sacred

to  many. He cannot f o r g e t  th a t

'th e  Englishwoman i s  a P r o te s t a n t  a t  Ivlargate;
M argate, t h a t  h r ick -a n d -m o rta r  image of E n g lish  
P r o te s ta n t is m , r e p r e s e n t in g  i t ,  in  a l l  i t s  p r o se ,  
a l l  i t s  u n c o m e lin ess ,  -  l e t  me add, a l l  i t s  
s a l u b r i t y ' . )

This i s  c l e a r l y  the ton e  o f  th o se  w r i t in g s  on r e l i g i o n  which

have been supposed to  b e lo n g  on ly  to  the  decade 1 8 6 8 -7 8 .

'Pagan and M ediaeval R e l ig io u s  S e n t im e n t ' ,  the  e s sa y
( 2 )from which have^ been  l o s t  some comments on P r o te s ta n t is m  , 

s t i l l  p ro v id es  A rn o ld 's  e s t im a te  of. th e  Roman Church as  *a 

power, f o r  h i s t o r y  a t  any r a t e ,  em in en tly  the Church; n o t ,  

p erh ap s, the Church o f  the f u t u r e ,  but in d is p u ta b ly  the  

Church o f  the p a s t ,  and, in  the p a s t ,  the Church o f  the

(1 )  E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m , p . 164.
(2 )  The C o m h i l l , A p r i l ,  1864 . T i t l e ,  'Pagan and C h r is t ia n  

R e l ig io u s  Sentim ent '
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m u l t i t u d e  ̂ Again, in  ' J o u b e r t ' ^ ^ \  Arnold q uotes

s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t ' s  v/ri t in g s  on r e l i g i o n ;  h e ' e x t r a c t s

from them the p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  ' the B r i t i s h  and North

American P u r ita n s  are the  c h i ld r e n  o f  the  Old Testam ent,

as Joachim o f  F lo ra  and S t .  F ra n c is  are th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  the

N e w ' . 3̂ ) He a l s o  q uotes  * i t h  approval J o u b e r t 's  o p in io n

th a t  ' the a u s te r e  s e c t s  e x c i t e  the most en thusiasm  a t  f i r s t ;

but the tem perate s e c t s  have always been the  most ' .

d u r a b le ' . ^̂   ̂ The trea tm en t o f  r e l i g i o n  in  the Spinoza

e s s a y  and i t s  companion o u ts id e  E ssays in  C r i t ic i s m  i s
( s  )d is c u s s e d  l a t e r .

There are o th e r  l i n k s  w ith  C ulture and jlnarchy in  

th e s e  e s s a y s , b u t  what has been s a id  w i l l  perhaps  

i n d i c a t e  the tren d  o f  A rn o ld 's  thought in  the e a r ly  '60s and 

shew how the E ssays i n  C r i t i c i s m , w h ile  rem aining  

predom inantly  ' l i t e r a r y ' ,  le a d  n a t u r a l l y  to  C ulture and 

Anarchy w ith o u t  abrupt t r a n s i t i o n .

(1 ) E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m , p . 228.
( 2 ) N a t io n a l  Review. Jan. 1864* T i t l e ,  'J o u b e r t; or a 

French C o le r id g e ' .
( 3 ) E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m , p . 336 .
4 ) Ibid," p . 337,

( 5 ) pp.
(6 )  e . g ;  remarks on the  P r e s s ,  and on Oxford.
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I I I .  'C u lture and Anarchy' #

In  1867 I'%tthew Arnold com pleted  h i s  te n  years*  

P r o fe s s o r s h ip  o f  P oetry  a t  Oxford, and in  J u ly  o f  th a t  y ea r  

th e r e  appeared in  the  C o m h i l l  Magazine an e s s a y ,  'C ulture  

and i t s  E n em ies', which embodied h i s  c l o s i n g  l e c t u r e  a t  

Oxford. Between January and August 1868 the C o m h i l l  

p r in te d  fu r th e r  e s s a y s  under the g e n e r a l  t i t l e  'Anarchy 

and A u th o r i ty ' .  In  1869 A m old  c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e s e ,  

fu se d  and condensed the t i t l e s  in t o  C ulture and Anarchy, 

and added the  s u b - t i t l e ,  'An E ssay in  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l  

C r i t i c i s m ' .  The Oxford l e c t u r e  remained as the f i r s t  

c h a p te r ,  'Sw eetness  and L i g h t ' ,  and a P re fa ce  was added, 

which expanded some p o in t s  and d e a l t  w ith  c r i t i c i s m s .

The s u b - t i t l e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  i t  p o in t s  to  the  

r o o t s  o f  the new work; t h i s  i s  an o th er  'e s s a y  in  c r i t i c i s m ' ,  

o n ly  t h i s  time the  e x a c t  k ind  o f  c r i t i c i s m  i s  d en oted .

Of the E ssays in  C r i t i c i s m , the  e s s a y  o f  1864 'On the  

F un ction  o f  C r i t i c i s m  a t  the  P r e se n t  Time' may be s in g le d  

out a s  the  p a ren t  stem o f  C ulture and Anarchy, f o r  th ere  i s  

a c l o s e  co n n ec t io n  betw een A rn o ld 's  ' c r i t i c i s m '  and h i s  

' c u l t u r e ' .  C r i t ic i s m  g e t s  to  know 'th e  b e s t  th a t  i s  known 

and thought i n  the w o r ld ' ,  and so c r e a t e s  *a cu rren t  o f
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tr u e  and f r e s h  i d e a s ' ,  3̂-) w h i le  c u l t u r e  i s  'a p u r s u i t  o f

our t o t a l  p e r f e c t i o n  by means o f  g e t t i n g  to  k n o w . . . . t h e

b e s t  w hich has b een  thou gh t and s a id  i n  the  w o r ld ' ,  so

tu r n in g  'a stream  o f  f r e s h  and f r e e  th ou gh t upon our s to c k
( 2  )

n o t io n s  and h a b i t s ' .  This i s  s im p ly  s a y in g  t h a t

c u l t u r e  p u rsu es  p e r f e c t i o n  by means o f  c r i t i c i s m ;  and 

' th e  whole s c o p e ' o f  C ulture  and Anarchy i s  ' to  recommend
(  '3. )

c u l t u r e  as  the  g r e a t  h e lp  ou t o f  our p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s ' .  

A m o ld  c o n t in u e s ,  'The c u l tu r e  we recommend i s ,  above a l l ,  

an inward o p e r a t i o n ' . Li ke  c r i t i c i s m ,  i t  must keep  

a l o o f  from p r a c t i c e .  Though A m o ld  would have r e p u d ia te d  

the  t i t l e  'p h i lo s o p h e r * ,  and though he may have b een  m istak en  

in  g iv in g  so many i l l u s t r a t i o n s  from c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c s .

C ultu re  and Anarchy i s  n e a r e r  to  b e in g  a p h i l o s o p h ic a l  

t r e a t i s e  than a p o l i t i c a l  pam phlet.

A r n o ld 's  f i n a l  co u rse  o f  l e c t u r e s  as P r o f e s s o r  o f  P o e tr y ,  

on the  s tu d y  o f  C e l t i c  L i t e r a t u r e ,  was g iv e n  d u r ing  th e  

y e a r s  1865 and 1 8 6 6 , th u s  f i l l i n g  th e  i n t e r v a l  betw een  th e  

p u b l i c a t io n  o f  E ssays  i n  C r i t i c i s m  (1 8 6 5 )  and the  appearance  

o f  'C u ltu re  and i t s  E n em ie s ' .  The C e l t i c  l e c t u r e s  c o n ta in  

much s p e c u la t io n  b a sed  on r a c i a l  t h e o r i e s  th a t  are now

(1 )  E ssa y s  i n  C r i t i c i s m , p . 43.
(2 )  C u ltu re  and Anarchy, n .X .
(3 )  ib id 7 - p .T ; --------------
(4 )  I b i d ,  p .X .
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\

d i s c r e d i t e d ,  m ing led  w ith  some o f  h i s  b e s t  l i t e r a r y  judge

m ents; but above a l l ,  th ey  r e v e a l  Arnold m e d i t a t i n g .on 

th o se  d e f e c t s  i n  h i s  countrymen v/hich were h in d e r in g  th e  

work o f  c r i t i c i s m  and r e s i s t i n g  tru e  c u l t u r e .  The E n g l is h  

have th e  Germanic b a s i s  o f  s t e a d i n e s s ,  the  Germanic 

e x c e l l e n c e  o f  ' f i d e l i t y  to n a t u r e ' ,  but th e y  s u f f e r  from the  

Germanic d e f e c t ,  the ten dency  to  commonness and the humdrum. 

Arnold a n a ly s e s  P h i l i s t i n i s m ,  c r y s t a l l i s i n g - i t s  v i r t u e s  

and r e v e a l i n g  i t s  f a u l t s . ^  The E n g l is h  sh ou ld  welcome 

and c h e r i s h  th e  C e l t i c  in  t h e i r  makeup, l e s t  th e y  f a l l  in t o  

u n a l lo y e d  Teutonism , f o r

'we are becom ing av/are t h a t  we have s a c r i f i c e d  
- to  P h i l i s t i n i s m  c u l t u r e ,  and i n s i g h t ,  and 
d i g n i t y ,  and a c c e p ta n c e ,  and w e ig h t  among th e  
n a t io n s  . . . .  and y e t  t h a t  i t  cannot even g iv e  

 ̂ u s the  f o o l ' s  p a r a d ise  i t  prom ised u s . ' (2 7

(1 )  ' P h i l i s t i n i s m ,  t h a t  p la n t  o f  e s s e n t i a l l y  Germanic growth  
♦ - . . .  what a s o u l  o f  goodness th e r e  i s  in  P h i l i s t i n i s m  
i t s e l f . '  . . . .  This s t e a d y -g o in g  h a b it  l e a d s  a t  l a s t  . . . .  
up to  s c i e n c e ,  up to  the  com prehension and i n t e r 
p r e t a t io n  o f  th e  w orld  . . . .  How i t  has augmented th e  
com forts  and c o n v e n ie n c e s  o f  l i f e  f o r  u s .  Doors t h a t  
open, windows t h a t  s h u t ,  lo c k s  t h a t  t u m ,  r a z o r s  t h a t  
sh a v e ,  c o a t s  t h a t  wear, w atches t h a t  g o , and a thousand  
more such  good t h i n g s ,  are th e  in v e n t io n  o f  the  
P h i l i s t i n e s * .  Yet th e r e  i s  th e  o th e r  s id e  : .* When our 
ra ce  has b u i l t  B old  S t r e e t ,  L iv e r p o o l ,  and pronounced  
i t  v e r y  good, i t  h u r r ie s  a c r o s s  the A t l a n t i c ,  and b u i ld s  
N a s h v i l l e ,  and J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  and M il le d g e v i l l e , and 
t h in k s  i t  i s  f u l f i l l i n g  the d e s ig n s  o f  P rov id en ce  i n  
an incom parable m a n n er .'

V-/ On.the Study o f  C e l t i c  L i t e r a t u r e , pp. 1 1 0 , i l l ,  1 7 5 -1 7 6 .
la j  TBTd, p , 1 8 Ü.
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Arnold r a r e ly  spoke more e a r n e s t ly  than t h i s  on th e  s u b j e c t

o f  P h i l i s t i n i s m .

F u rth er  e v id e n c e  of A rn o ld 's  tren d  o f  th ou ght d u r in g

th e  l a t e r  S i x t i e s  i s  found in  F r ie n d s h ip 's  Garland CI87I ) .

This was a s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  p u b l is h e d  in  the  P a l l  M all

G azette  betw een  1866 and I 87O, d e fe n d in g  h i s  a r t i c l e  'My

Countrym en', which appeared in  th e  C o m h i l l  Magazine i n

February 1866.^^^ F r ie n d s h ip 's  Garland t h e r e f o r e  spans a

p e r io d  b e g in n in g  b e fo r e  the  C e l t i c  l e c t u r e s  and c o n t in u in g

beyond the  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , and

i t  has c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  a l l  th e  work o f  t h a t  t im e .

Arm inius von Thunder-1e n - Tronckh, th e  f i c t i t i o u s  P r u s s ia n

who s e r v e s  as m outhpiece f o r  A rn o ld 's  id e a s  i n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,
( 2  )sh a r p ly  c r i t i c i s e s  England and her  ways.

Arminius* a t t i t u d e  to  the P h i l i s t i n e s ,  and h i s  c r e a t o r ' s  

supposed p a in  i n  f a c e  o f  i t ,  may se r v e  as  an example o f  th e

(1 ) 'My Countrymen' c l o s e s  w ith  th e  l i n e s  on England, 'th e  
weary T i t a n ' ,  w hich were to  be in c o r p o r a te d  i n  th e  poem 
'H e in e 's  Grave *, p u b lish e d  i n  New Poems. 1 8 6 7 .

(2 )  Mr. T r i l l i n g  sa y s  o f  A rm inius: *A p e r f e c t  Bentham i n
P r u ss ia n  c l o t h e s ,  he a t ta c k s  the  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  E n g l is h  
e d u c a t io n ,  E n g l is h  la w , E n g l is h  la n d  sy s te m s ,  E n g l is h  
l e g a l  a d m in is t r a t io n ;  he ra g e s  a g a in s t  a m iddle c l a s s  
w hich  m a in ta in s  th e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  fe u d a lism ;  w ith  
red^^revolutionary p a s s io n  he p o in t s  out t h a t  the  s t r e n g t h  
o f  France i s  i n  the  French working c l a s s  . . . .  But th e  
E n g l is h  have no demos o n ly  m asses w ith  v u lg a r  t a s t e s ,
corru p ted  by the  P h i l i s t i n e s ' .
-  L io n e l  T r i l l i n g ,  Matthew A rn o ld , p . 232.
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ikiilr
ir o n y  in  th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  and irbv k in s h ip  w ith  C ulture  and 

Anarchy. Arminius d iv id e s  the B r i t i s h  P h i l i s t i n e  in t o  

th r e e  groups: the  r e l i g i o u s  P h i l i s t i n e ,  the  w e l l - t o - d o

P h i l i s t i n e ,  and th e  rowdy P h i l i s t i n e .  A m o ld  bans r e l i g i o n ,  

so Arm inius c o n t in u e s ,  / t h e  rowdy P h i l i s t i n e  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  

by the  D a i ly  le leC T a p h .and th e  w e l l - t o - d o  P h i l i s t i n e  by 

the  Times ' .  T his  l a t t e r  newspaper then  r e c e i v e s  some

s c a th in g  c r i t i c i s m ;  and one can im agine what would have 

b een  s a i d ,  had A m o ld  a llo w e d  i t ,  o f  the  r e l i g i o u s  

P h i l i s t i n e .

There i s  a l s o  the  d e l i g h t f u l  comment o f  A rn o ld 's  

P r u ss ia n  f r i e n d  upon th e  A t l a n t i c  t e le g r a p h :  ' "Pshaw.*"

r e p l i e d  A rm inius, con tem ptuou sly ;  " th a t  g r e a t  r o p e ,  w ith  

a P h i l i s t i n e  a t  each  end o f  i t  t a l k i n g  i n u t i l i t i e s . ' "  * ^̂  ^

In  a more s e r io u s  v e i n  i s  th e  l e t t e r ^  i n  w hich  Arm inius  

t e l l s  Arnold t h a t  th e  E n g l is h  'have no n a t i o n , ' b u t o n ly  

the  P h i l i s t i n e s .  The a r i s t o c r a c y  once l e d ,  now i t  does  

n o t .  I t  t e a c h e s  the P h i l i s t i n e s  lu x u r io u s  ' l i v i n g , ' , 'b ut  

i t  no lo n g e r  r u l e s ;  a t  most i t  b u t a d m in is te r s ;  th e  

P h i l i s t i n e s  r u le  *, th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  'have no id e a  g r e a t  

enough* to  make them i n  e a r n e s t .  They want t r a d e ,  and

(1 )  F r ie n d s h ip 's  G arland , p . 37 .
( 2)  I b id ,  P . 57 .
( 3)  Aug. 9 ,  1 8 7 0 , I b i d ,  p . 76 .
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im p o rta n ce , and the  pov/er to  c r i t i c i s e  a l l  th a t  i s  b e in g  

done, and com plete  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y ;  but 'th e y  have no id e a  

deep and s tr o n g  enough to  su b o r d in a te  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  to  

i t s e l f *  -  th a t  i s ,  th ey  have no c u l t u r e  ; o r ,  a s  Arm inius  

l i k e s  to  sa y ,  no ' G e i s t ' ,  no i n t e l l i g e n c e .  'My dear  

f r i e n d ' ,  he c o n t in u e s ,  'I  have t o l d  you our German programme, 

-  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  a whole p eo p le  through  c u l t u r e ' .  The 

B r i t i s h  have o n ly  ' th e  b e a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a whole p eo p le  

through  c la p - t r a p  ' .  In  a f u r t h e r  l e t t e r M r .  Lowe and 

the  T im es. the  Edinburgh R eview , and the  B r i t i s h  P h i l i s t i n e  

i n  g e n e r a l ,  are  p i l l o r i e d ;  and throu gh ou t F r ie n d s h ip 's

Garland Arnold a t t a c k s ,  i n  h i s  m ost e n t e r t a in in g  manner, 

th e  anarchy o f  E n g l is h  s o c i e t y  f o r  w hich  c u l tu r e  was the  

o n ly  remedy.

The o r i g i n a l  E ssays  i n  C r i t i c i s m , t h e r e f o r e ,  l e d  A m o ld

i n t o  a wide f i e l d .  No m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  the  human s p i r i t

was a l i e n  to  him. In  th e  e s s a y  'On th e  f u n c t io n  o f

C r i t i c i s m '  he q u o tes  from the  Homer l e c t u r e s  o f  1862 h i s

own d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a

' c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t ;  the en deavour, i n  a l l  branches  
- o f  know ledge, t h e o lo g y ,  p h i lo s o p h y ,  h i s t o r y ,  
a r t ,  s c i e n c e ,  to  see  th e  o b j e c t  as in  i t s e l f  i t  
r e a l l y  i s .  ' ( 2 )

(1 )  Nov. 21 , 1 8 7 0 , I b i d ,  P. 86. 
(2 j  E ssa y s  in  C r i t i c i s m , p . 1 .
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A rn o ld 's  th e o r y  o f  c r i t i c i s m  le a d s  on to  h i s  id e a  ' O f  

c u l t u r e ,  which i n  tu rn  b r in g s  him to  r e l i g i o n .  C ulture  

t r i e s  ' to  make rea so n  and the w i l l  o f  God p r e v a i l i t  

i s  'an endeavour to  come a t  re a so n  and the  w i l l  o f  God by  

means o f  r e a d in g ,  o b s e r v in g ,  and t h i n k i n g \ ^ ^  I t s  aim
I

i s  human p e r f e c t i o n ,  an aim sa n c t io n e d  by r e l i g i o n ,  f o r  

r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f  i s  ' th e  g r e a t e s t  and most im portan t o f  th e  

e f f o r t s  by v/hich th e  human race  has m a n ife s te d  i t s  im pulse  

to  p e r f e c t  i t s e l f  * . ( 3 )  R e l ig io n  s a y s ,  ' th e  kingdom o f  God 

i s  v / i th in  y o u ' ,  and c u l t u r e  a l s o  p la c e s  human p e r f e c t i o n  

w it h in .  Yet c u l t u r e  goes  beyond r e l i g i o n  -  t h a t  i s ,  

beyond r e l i g i o n  i n  our u su a l  narrow and p a r t i a l  s e n se  -  f o r  

i t  s e e k s  the  harmonious developm ent o f  a l l  th e  human pow ers,  

as d id  the  a n c ie n t  Greek i d e a l .  Arnold fe a r e d  l e s t  

r e l i g i o n ’/  by su p p ly in g  the  P h i l i s t i n e s  w ith  grand lan guage  

f o r  t h e i r  ' rudim entary e f f o r t s ' a t  p e r f e c t i o n ,  sh ou ld  delude  

them in t o  th in k in g  th e y  had a t t a in e d  p e r f e c t i o n ,  when th e y  

had a c h ie v e d  o n ly  a o n e - s id e d  developm ent i n v o lv in g  the  

moral powers o n ly .

This o n e - s id e d  developm ent i s  a f r u i t  o f  Hebraism  

tr iu m p h ant, and A r n o ld 's  d o c tr in e  o f  Hebraism and H e lle n is m ,

(1 )  C. and A. , p . 8; Arnold ta k e s  th e  phrase from B ishop  
W ilson .

12) I b i d ,  p . 71 .
13) I b i d ,  p . 1 1 .
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w hich  i s  one o f  the  f i b r e s  running through b o th  C ulture  and 

Anarchy and 8 t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  o c c u p ie s  a whole  

ch a p te r  in  the  e a r l i e r  work, form ing  th e  c e n tr e  o f  the  

argum ent. Arnold g iv e s  s l i g h t l y  v a r ie d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  each  

of  the  two f o r c e s  : Hebraism r e p r e s e n t s  *energy  d r iv in g  a t

p r a c t i c e * ,  Hellenism, ' i n t e l l i g e n c e  d r iv in g  a t  th o se  id e a s*  

which are  the  b a s i s  o f  p r a c t i c e .  Hebraism t r i e s  to  a c t  

r i g h t l y ,  to  obey; H e lle n ism  s t r i v e s  to  see  t h in g s  as  th e y  

a r e ,  to  th in k  c l e a r l y ;  Hebraism c o n s i s t s  i n  s t r i c t n e s s  o f  

c o n s c ie n c e ,  i n  d o in g ; H e lle n ism , i n  s p o n ta n e i ty  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  in  know ing. 'Both aim a t  man's s a l v a t i o n  or  

p e r f e c t i o n ,  y e t  th ey  have n ev er  e x i s t e d  in  a p e r f e c t  

harmony, and th e  w orld  f l u c t u a t e s  u n e a s i l y  betw een them.

B oth  are good , in  t h e i r  p e r f e c t  form s, but n e i t h e r  shou ld  

be a llo w ed  to  predom inate ; each  i s  a c o n t r ib u t io n  t o ,  n o t  

the law  o f ,  human developm ent.

In  an a t t r a c t i v e ,  i f  o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d ,  h i s t o r i c a l  s k e tc h  , 

Arnold t r a c e s  the  predom inance o f  each  tendency  in  tu r n .

The H e l le n ic  c o n c e p t io n  o f  human l i f e  proved in a d e q u a te , 

( t h e r e f o r e  th e  b r ig h t  prom ise o f  H e lle n ism  fa d e d , and 

Hebraism r u le d  the  w orld  * . ^̂   ̂ The form o f  Hebraism th a t  

su p ersed ed  th e  a n c ie n t  H e llen ism  was C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and the

( 1 J C ulture  and Anarchy, p . 96 .
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C l a s s i c a l  R en a issan ce  o f  t'he S ix teen th *  Century was a r e v iv a l

o f  H e lle n ism . This H e lle n ism , l i k e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  had a

s t r a i n  o f  moral w eak n ess , and i t  was soon c o n fr o n te d  w ith

a * renewed and purged* Hebraism in  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  R eform ation ,

*a r e a c t io n  o f  Hebraism a g a in s t  H e lle n ism * . But the

R eform ation  la c k e d  th e  b ea u ty  and power o f  p r im i t iv e

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and th e  S ix t e e n th  Century was *not a l t o g e t h e r

the hour o f  Hebraism* as  was th e  F i r s t  C e n t u r y . ^

Thus Arnold i s  l e d  to  c o n s id e r  v/hat he c a l l s  *Puritanismii,’ ,

th e  r e l i g i o n  of the P r o t e s t a n t  R eform ation  as expounded by

the f o l lo w e r s  o f  C a lv in ,  and e x e m p l i f ie d  i n  th e  N onconform ists

o f  h i s  t im e . The p ugn aciou s m otto o f  th e  N onconform ist
C2 )arou sed  h i s  sarcasm , and he s e e s  in  the  l i f e  o f  m id d le -  

c l a s s  D is s e n t  th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  ' s w e e tn e s s  and l i g h t  *.

Our r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s  r e p r e s e n t  the most c o n s id e r a b le  

e f f o r t  y e t  made by our race  towards p e r f e c t i o n ,  but i t  i s  

a p a r t i a l  e f f o r t ,  and the c h i e f  o f f e n d e r s  a g a in s t  t o t a l i t y  

are th e  D i s s e n t e r s .  T heir  type o f  r e l i g i o n  may have been

(1 )  I b i d ,  p . 1 0 3 . This v iew  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  in s t a n c e  o f  
AjmoBdJ® n o t io n  o f  the  / Z e i t g e i s t . ^

12) I b i d ,  p . 2 4 .
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n e c e s s a r y  a t  a c e r t a in  p er io d  o f  our h i s t o r y ,  h u t  i t  has 

produced 'the  h ideous and g ro tesq u e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  m id d le -
(  p  )

c l a s s  P r o te s ta n t is m * . ^

I t  may be doubted w hether th e  b e s t  k ind  o f  P u r ita n  was .

in  so g r ie v o u s  a s t a t e  as Arnold f e a r e d ,  and he c e r t a i n l y

found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  se e  any good i n  N on con form ity• Yet 

he was by no means b ig o t e d ,  and he d id  n o t  d e s ir e  to  su p p ress  

N onconform ist forms o f  w orship  or church governm ent. In  

th e  1869 P re fa c e  to  C ulture and Anarchy, he p ro p o ses  a cure  

f o r  the  p r o v in c ia l i s m  and narrow ness o f  th e  D i s s e n t e r s .  

I n s te a d  o f  a l e v e l l i n g  down by d i s e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  Church, 

he s u g g e s t s  th e  r e v e r se  p r o c e s s :  l e t  a church o f  P resby

t e r i a n  ord er be e s t a b l i s h e d  a lo n g s id e  the e x i s t i n g  on e , w ith  

f u l l  e q u a l i t y  o f  s t a t u s .  U n lik e  h i s  f a t h e r  or h i s  f r i e n d  

Dean S ta n le y ,  he v/ould n o t  sim ply  r e la x  th e  fo r m u la r ie s  o f  

th e  Church o f  England and b id  the N on con form ists  e n t e r  i t ;  

' t h i s  i s  h a rd ly  p erh ap s, to  take s u f f i c i e n t  accou n t o f  th e

(1 )  (Puritanism  was perhaps n e c e s s a r y  to  d ev e lo p  the  moral
f i b r e  o f  the E n g l is h  r a c e .  N onconform ity  to  break the
yoke o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  dom ination  o v er  m en's minds and 
to  prepare the  way f o r  freedom o f  thought . . . .  s t i l l ,  
c u l t u r e  p o in t s  out th a t  the harmonious p e r f e c t i o n  o f  
g e n e r a t io n s  o f  P u r ita n s  and N on con form ists  has b e e n , in  
con seq u en ce , s a c r i f i c e d * .
-  I b id ,  pp. 31-32*
In  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Arnold to u c h e s  on the  'b e s t  s e l f * ,  
and th e  trea tm en t o f  S t .  Paul by P u r ita n ism , b o th  o f  
w hich p o in t s  he expands in  S t .  P. & P.

(2 )  C ulture and Anarchy, p . 1 0 .
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co u rse  o f  h i s t o r y * .  N e ith e r  e p isc o p a c y  nor p r e s h y te r ia h is m

i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  hut much may he s a id  f o r  b o th ,  and b o th  were

p r e s e n t  in  the e s t a b l i s h e d  church a t  the  R eform ation . The

s e v e r i t i e s  p r a c t i s e d  upon D is s e n t e r s  *have o f  th e m se lv e s  made

u n ion  on an E p is c o p a l ia n  f o o t in g  im p o s s ib le  *, and f u r t h e r ,

*P resb yter ian ism , the p o p u la r  a u th o r i t y  o f  e l d e r s ,  
. . .  0 has t h a t  v/arrant g iv e n  to  i t  by S c r ip tu r e  
and by the p r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  
ch u rch es , i t  i s  so consonant w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  
P r o te s ta n t is m  which made th e  R eform ation , . . . .  
i t  i s  so predominant i n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o th e r  

'Reformed Churches, i t  was so s t r o n g  in  the  
o r i g in a l  Reformed Church o f  England, t h a t  one 
cannot help  d oubting  w hether any s e t t le m e n t  / 
which su p p ressed  i t  cou ld  have been  r e a l l y  
pe rmanent. '* I D

This p ro p o sa l  s u r e ly  c l e a r s  Arnold o f  any a c c u s a t io n  o f  

n e g a t iv e  c r i t i c i s m ,  and shews him to  be n o t  o n ly  ahead o f
I

h i s  own t im e , b u t ,  in  t h i s  a t  l e a s t ,  ahead o f  o u r s .

With a l l  h i s  c o n c e s s io n s  in  th e  m a tter  o f  r e u n io n , Arnold  

was in e x o r a b le  in  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  P u r ita n  type o f  

r e l i g i o n  v/hich, w h i le  overcom ing the  g r o s s e r  f a u l t s  o f  

c h a r a c te r ,  i s  'narrow and in ad eq u ate  *, r e v e a l in g  Hebraism  

a t  i t s  w o r s t .  The N on co n fo rm ists ,  he th o u g h t ,  were d o in g  

much harm by em p hasis in g  a q u a l i t y  o f  w hich th e  E n g l is h  had 

to o  much a lr e a d y :  energy  w ith o u t  l i g h t .  This em phasis

p rev e n ted  any f r e e  p la y  o f  th o u g h t, and must be a l t e r e d .

( l )  C ulture and Anarchy, p . Jxxrvii
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I t  was time * to H e l le n is e  a l i t t l e * ;  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  t h i s  

narrow P r o te s ta n t is m  must be undermined.

*A more f r e e  p la y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  an in c r e a s e d  
-d e s ir e  f o r  sw ee tn ess  and l i g h t ,  and a l l  th e  
b en t which v/e c a l l  H e l l e n i s i n g ,  i s  the  m a s te r -  
im pulse  even now o f  the  l i f e  o f  our n a t io n  
and o f  h u m a n ity .* H /

T his was the c h o ic e  t h a t  Arnold saw b e fo r e  B r i t a i n :  e i t h e r

t h i s  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  tru e  c u l tu r e  through  a r i g h t  u se  o f

c r i t i c i s m ,  or -  Anarchy. And C ultu re  and Anarchy, in

s p i t e  o f  i t s  in c u r s io n s  in t o  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  was w r i t t e n

to  recommend t h i s  cure by H e llen ism .

(1 ) C ultu re  and Anarchy, p . 238 .
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IV. From (Culture and Anarchy* to  *St.Paul and P r o te s ta n t is m *

S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m , l i k e  C u ltu re  and A narchy.
( 1 )appeared f i r s t  i n  the C o r n h i l l  L îagazine. I t  i s  an

a ttem p t a t  a f r e s h  c r i t i c i s m  o f  S t .  Paul *s th o u g h t . *The

o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  t r e a t i s e * ,  Arnold s a y s ,  * is  n o t  r e l i g i o u s

e d i f i c a t i o n ,  but the  tru e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  a g r e a t  and
( 2 )misunderstood* au th or* . D uring th e  * S i x t i e s  Arnold had

become ev er  more c e r t a i n  th a t  E n g l is h  s o c i e t y  w ouldnever

be h e a lth y  u n t i l  the  m iddle c l a s s  had b een  d e l iv e r e d  from

i t s  t h i r d - r a t e  s c h o o l s ,  i t s  N onconform ist r e l i g i o n ,  i t s

*p r iso n -h o u se  o f  P u r ita n ism * . In  o rd er  to  h e lp  the

m idd le  c l a s s  towards t h i s  exodus he had to  f r e e  th e

D is s e n t e r s  from th e  f a l s e  th e o lo g y  w hich th e y  b e l i e v e d  to

be ta u g h t  by S t .  P a u l.  He s e t  about t h i s  tadk h o p e f u l ly ,

i n  the  s p i r i t  t h a t  l a t e r  ( l 8 8 l )  prompted him to  w r i t e  t h a t

*the E n g lis h  p eo p le  are im p ro v a b le , I  h ope........
our s e r io u s  m iddle c l a s s ,  w hich has so turned  a
r e l i g i o n  f u l l  o f  grace  and t r u t h  in t o  a r e l i g i o n  
f u l l  o f  hardness and m isa p p reh en sio n , i s  n o t  
doomed to  l i e  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  dark o b s t r u c t io n  f o r
e v e r ,  i t  i s  im provable

(1 )  The e s s a y s  appeared i n  th e  C o r n h i l l  i n  the  f o l l o w in g  ord er:  
*St. Paul & P r o te s ta n t ism *  ( l ) ,  O ctober , 1 6 6 9 , p*432.
*St. Paul & P ro tes ta n tism *  ( 2 ) ,  November, 1 8 6 9 , p . 598 .  
(P u r ita n ism  & th e  Church o f  England *, F ebruary, 1 8 7 0 ,p . 1 80 .  
The f i r s t  e d i t i o n ,  w ith  a P r e fa c e  on Modern D i s s e n t ,  was 
p u b lish e d  in  I 87O.

( 2 ) S t .  P. & P. .  p . 75
( 3 ) I r i s h " E s s a y s . pp. 3 8 -3 9 .
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When C ulture and Anarchy and i t s  s u c c e s s o r  are  s tu d ie d  

t o g e t h e r  i t  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  the  l a t e r  e s s a y s  were no 

sudden in c u r s io n  in t o  an a l i e n  f i e l d ,  b u t a n a tu r a l  

developm ent. Whether c o n s c io u s ly  or n o t ,  th e y  were ta k in g  

shape w h ile  C ulture and Anarchy was b e in g  w r i t t e n .  I t  i s  

n ot s u r p r is in g  to  f in d  a c r i t i c  l i k e  P r o f e s s o r  E. K. Brown 

v /r i t in g  o f  S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t is m  a s  *a p r o j e c t io n  o f  

th e  ch a p ter  on Hebraism and H e llen ism  in  C u ltu re  and 

Anarchy®; but we may c a l l  to  w i t n e s s  a c r i t i c  o f  th e  o ld e r  

s c h o o l  who did n o t  em phasise the  i n t e g r i t y  o f  A r n o ld ’s  work.

H, W. Paul w r i t e s  o f  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . *It  i s  

r a th e r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  than  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  and c a r r i e s  a s t e p
( 2 )f u r t h e r  the p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down i n  C ulture and A narchy*.

The same c r i t i c  sa y s  a g a in ,  *S t .  P aul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  i s  

n o t  r e a l l y  a t h e o l o g i c a l  book* ,  ̂ and he q u otes  a l e t t e r

w r i t t e n  by Arnold to  M. P ontanes i n  1 8 7 2 , i n  w hich Arnold s a y s ,

* En ̂ parlant de S t .  P a u l ,  j e  n * a i  pas p a^ le  en
- t h é o lo g ie n ,  mais en homme de l e t t r e s  m écontent  
de l a  t r è s  m auvaise c r i t i q u e  l i t t é r a i r e  qu*on 
a p p l iq u a i t  à an grand e s p r i t * .

More im portan t than th e  o p in io n s  o f  h i s  c r i t i c s  i s

(1 )  E. K. Brown, Matthew Arnold: A Study i n  C o n f l i c t .
( 1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .1 4 4 .  , ^ ,

( 2 ) H, W. P a u l,  I^Iatthew A rnold . (1 9 O2 ) ,  p . 1 2 1 .
( 3 ) I b id ,  p . 1 3 1 .
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A rn o ld 's  own w it n e s s ;  and i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  he regard ed  the

t r e a t i s e  on S t .  Paul as a c o n t in u a t io n  o f . th e  work begun in

C ulture  and an arch y . A f te r  s t a t i n g  h is  aim he s a y s ,  'T his

we propose now to  do, and, in d e e d ,  to do i t  v / i l l  o n ly  be to
'( 1 )com plete  what we have a lr e a d y  b e g u n '.  A gain , r e f e r r i n g

to  C ulture and Anarchy ,  he s a y s ,  '

'When we were sp eak in g  o f  Hebraism and H e lle n ism ,
-we were l e d  to remark how th e  o v e r -H e b r a is in g  o f  
P u r ita n ism , and i t s  want o f  a wide c u l t u r e ,  do so 
narrow i t s  range and im p air  i t s  v i s i o n  t h a t  even  
th e  documents which i t  th in k s  a l l - s u f f i c i e n t  . . . .  
i t  does not- r i g h t l y  u n d erstan d .

In  C ulture and Anarchy Arnold has touched  on the  d e a l in g s

o f  P u r ita n ism  w ith  Ht. Paul; now he w i l l  'ta k e  the  p r e s e n t

o p p o r tu n ity  o f  g o in g  f u r t h e r  in  the  same r o a d ' .  He hopes
(4 )'to  make Hebraism . . . .  f in d  i t s  tru e  s e l f ,  '  ̂ -  an aim

n o t  s t r i c t l y  t h e o l o g i c a l  a t  a l l . '

S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , as  P r o f e s s o r  Brown has

o b ser v e d , c a r r i e s  on th e  th eo ry  o f  Hebraism and H e lle n is m .

A rn o ld 's  c h i e f  care  i s  'n e i t h e r  f o r  th e  Church n or f o r
( 5 )P u r ita n is m , but f o r  human p e r f e c t i o n * .  Not o n ly  would

a trium phant P u r ita n ism  e s t a b l i s h  Hebraism, b u t the  type o f

( i j  S t .  P. & P. , p . 6 
1 2 j I b i d ,  p p .~ 6 -7 .
(3 )  I b id ,  p . 7 .
(4 )  I b id ,  p.
(5 )  I b id ,  p .



-  54  -

Hebraism i t  v/ould e s ta b l i s h .  * is  one i n  v/hich n e i t h e r  g e n e r a l

human p e r f e c t i o n ,  nor y e t  Hebraism i t s e l f ,  can t r u l y  f in d

t h e i r  account * .  ̂ He r e c a l l s ^ ^   ̂ th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een

Hebraism and H ellen ism  which he has a lr e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  ^

and i n s i s t s  th a t  Hebraism predom inates in  England. The B ib le

s e r v e s  Hebraism; so do the  whole body o f c l e r g y  and

m i n i s t e r s .  Yet Hebraism a lo n e  w i l l  n o t  do, and H e lle n ism

a lo n e  w i l l  n ot do:

(Hebraism s t r i k e s  too e x c l u s i v e l y  upon one s t r i n g  
- in  u s;  H e llen ism  does n o t  a d d ress  i t s e l f  w ith  

s e r io u s  energy enough to  m orals and r i g h t e o u s n e s s .
For our t o t a l i t y ,  f o r  our g e n e r a l  p e r f e c t i o n ,  we 
need to  u n it e  the  t w o . *^5)

Hebraism and H e lle n ism  are com plem entary, b u t th e y  can

o n ly  be u n ite d  when each  i s  a t  i t s  b e s t .  T h eir  d e c a d e n t ,

e x c lu s iv e  forms Arnold c a l l s  M ialism  and M iH igm ,  ̂ and

w h ile  t h e s e  p r e v a i l  th e r e  can be no u n io n , b u t o n ly  unhappy
t7 )a l t e r n a i t i o n p , ' a l l  s t e r i l e * .  Hebraism must ' r a i s e  i t s e l f

above Ivlialism, f in d  i t s  tru e  s e l f ,  shew i t s e l f  in  i t s  b eau ty
( 8 )and power, and h e lp ,  n o t  h in d e r ,  man's t o t a l i t y .  '  ̂ In

Cl) I b i d ,  p . x x x i i i .
(2 )  I b i d ,  p . x x x i i i .
(3 ) G. & A. , Chapter IV , p . 128,
(4 )  S t .  P. & P . , p . x x x iv .
(5 )  I b i d ,  P.XXXV.
C6) I b id ,  p . x x x v i .
(7 )  I b id ,  p . x x x ix .
(8 )  I b i d ,  p . x x x ix .
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o rd er  to  b r in g  t h i s  a b o u t, Arnold must 'd ise n g a g e  th e  

r e l i g i o n  o f  England from u n s c r ip t u r a l  P r o te s ta n t i s m  and a 

s p i r i t  of w atch fu l j e a lo u s y * .

(1 )  The words *a s p i r i t  o f  w a tc h fu l je a lo u sy *  are quoted  by
Arnold (p .x x )  from a sp eech  i n  P a r lia m en t by Henry S e l f e  ' 
Page Y/interbotham (1 8 3 7 -1 8 7 3 ) ,  who was the N onconform ist  
l e a d e r  in  the  House o f  Commons f o r  some y e a r s .  He was 
educated  a t  U n iv e r s i t y  C o l le g e ,  London, and grad u ated  w ith  
honours in  1856 . Three y e a r s  l a t e r  he graduated  L l . D , , 
a f t e r  g a in in g  the  Hmne S ch o la r sh ip  in  J u r isp r u d e n c e .  In  
i8 6 0  he was c a l l e d  to  the  Bar a t  L in c o ln ' s  In n , and g a in ed  
a r e p u ta t io n  in  Chancery p r a c t i c e .  In  1867 he en te r e d  
th e  House as  L ib e r a l  M.P. f o r  S troud; he r e fu s e d  to  j o in  
w ith  th e  r e g u la r  L i b e r a l s ,  b e in g  more advanced , and was 
regarded  as one o f  the coming l e a d e r s .  In  1871 he became 
U n d ersecre ta ry  o f  S ta te  f o r  th e  Home Department; i t  i s  
s a id  t h a t  the  work o f  t h i s  o f f i c e  k i l l e d  him. Two y ea r s  
a fte rw a rd s  he was taken  i l l  a f t e r  a d d r e s s in g  a m eet in g  a t  
B r i s t o l ;  he went to I t a l y  f o r  a r e s t ,  and d i e d ( l 8 7 3 ) i n  
Rome. (v .  The Tim es, 15 and 22 D ec. 1 8 7 3 , th e  Stroud  
G a z e t te , and th e  In d ep en d en t; a l s o  D .N .B . ) ,
The f u l l  c o n te x t  o f  the  words used  by Arnold i s  as f o l l o w s  

' I t  i s  u s e l e s s  to  co n cea l the f a c t  t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  
-o f  the  Church towards D is s e n t e r s  i s ,  sp ea k in g  
g e n e r a l ly ,  one o f  d i s l i k e  and contempt . . . .  Hence 
a l i e n a t i o n ,  an absence o f  c o - o p e r a t io n  in  s o c i a l  
and p M la n th r o p ic  o b j e c t s ,  a h a b i t  o f  w a tc h fu l  
j e a lo u s y ,  a r e a d in e s s  ( I  c o n fe s s  i t )  to  tak e  
o f f e n c e ,  sometimes i r r i t a t i o n ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  open 
s t r i f e  *. (Annual R e g i s t e r . I 87G, p . 59)#

Arnold seems to have no in fo r m a t io n  co n ce rn in g  
V/interbotham, in  s p i t e  o f  the  vague t r ib u t e  i n s e r t e d  a f t e r  
th e  N onconform ist l e a d e r ' s  d ea th  (P op u lar  e d i t i o n ,  p . l 3 1 ) ;  
he p la y s  w ith  h i s  name in  a way t h a t  makes him lo o k  
r i d i c u l o u s ,  and seems to  th in k  he was condoning the  
(w a tch fu l j e a lo u s y '  in s t e a d  o f  s im p ly  e x p la in in g  i t .  But 
worse than t h i s ,  he changes V/iiîterbotham*s words from *a 
h a b it  o f  v /a tch fu l jea lo u sy *  to  'a s p i r i t  o f  w a tc h fu l  
je a lo u sy *  -  a f a r  more e v i l  a n d -p e r v a s iv e  t h in g ,  and b e t t e r  
s u i t e d  to  h i s  own p o le m ic a l  purpose . To say  t h i s  i s  n o t  
to  s u g g e s t  th a t  Arnold c o n s c io u s ly  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  made 
th e  a l t e r a t i o n ,  or r e p r e se n te d  V/interbotham u n f a i r l y ;  
but i t  i s  a g la r in g  in s ta n c e  o f  the  worse s id e  o f  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m ,  when h is  d i s l i k e  o f  D i s s e n t  p rev e n ted  him from  
s e e in g  th in g s  *as th ey  r e a l l y  w ere*.
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I t  remained f o r  E rnest.R enan  to  p ro v id e  th e  spark which

fu s e d  th e s e  th ou gh ts  in t o  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m ; in

1369 he p u b lish ed  the  th ir d  volume o f  h i s  H i s t o i r e  des

O r ig in e s  du C h r is t ia n is m e ; t h i s  volume was a stu d y  o f  S t .

P a u l .  Henan's approach i s  in  the  ' s c i e n t i f i c ' t r a d i t i o n

o f  h i s  day; he g iv e s  no p la c e  to  the  c o n v e r s io n  s t o r y ,

e x c e p t  as a fa n cy  of P au l3s  by which he proved h i s  a p o s t l e -  
(1 )s h ip .  U nlike the  g e o g r a p h ic a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  background,

* __ >

th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  S t .  Paul i s  n o t  a t t r a c t i v e l y  drav/n. Renan

t r a n s f e r s  to the  a p o s t l e  h i s  own d i s t a s t e  f o r  P r o te s ta n t i s m .
/'La Reform e' ,  he s a y s ,  ' ouvre pour s a i n t  P aul une ere  n o u v e l le

/  ( o)de g l o i r e  e t  d ' a a ù t o r i t e .  ' And a g a in ,  'Le personnage

h i s t o r iq u e  qui a l e  p lu s  d 'a n a lo g ie  avec s a i n t  P a u l ,  c ' e s t  

• L u th e r ' .  A ccord ing  to  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  Paul i s  moved

c h i e f l y  by a m b it io n , and by a j e a lo u s  d e s ir e  to  be eq u a l w ith  

' th e  'Twelve ' ; he i s  contemptuous o f  r e a so n ,  l o v e s  

tr a n s c e n d e n ta l  paradox, and i s  i n s a n e ly  a t ta c h e d  to  c e r t a i n  

dogmas. 'H is  c h i e f  v i r t u e  i s  h i s  '"bon se n s  p r a t iq u e  

adm irable  * and h i s  o r g a n is in g  a b i l i t y .

The French s c h o l a r ' s  a t t i t u d e  aroused  A rn o ld 's  

im a g in a t io n ;  the v e r y  t i t l e  o f  h i s  n e x t  e s s a y  i s  b e fo r e  Mm,

(1 )  E rn est  Renan, S t . Paul ( P a r i s ,  1 8 6 9 ) ,  p . 21.
(2 )  I b id ,  p . 566.
(3 )  I b id ,  p . 569.
(4 )  I b id ,  p . 60.
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f o r  ' a l l  through h i s  hook M. Renan i s  p o s s e s s e d  w ith  a se n se  

o f  t h i s  c l o s e  r e la t io n s h ip  between S t .  Paul and 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m ^  He t r a n s l a t e s  f o r  h i s  r e a d e r s  th e  

words th a t  had im pressed  him:

'A fte r  having  been f o r  th r e e  hundred y e a r s ,  thanks
-to  P r o te s ta n t is m ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  d o c to r  par  
e x c e l l e n c e ,  Paul i s  now coming to  an end o f  h i s
r e i g n ' . ( 2 )

F resh  from w r i t in g  C ulture and Anarchy. Arnold must 

have m ed ita ted  on Renan's v/ords, a s  h i s  h a b i t  was when any 

th ou gh t grip p ed  him, and d ec id ed  t h a t  'a tru e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

men and th in g s  ' ^ ^  proved Renan wrong. P r o te s t a n t i s m  was 

coming to  an end, in d eed ; but th e  r e ig n  o f  Ht. P a u l ,  f r e e d  

from P r o te s ta n t  m is in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  h i s  th o u g h t ,  was o n ly  

b e g in n in g .

Arnold r e c a l l s  how, in  C ulture  and Anarchy, he iias s a id  

t h a t  ' f o r  us in  t h i s  co u n try , P u r ita n ism  i s  the  s tr o n g  and 

s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ' . He r e f u s e s

to  c a l l  th e  Church of England P r o t e s t a n t ;  i t  i s  th e  S ta te  

Church, i t  e x i s t e d  b e fo r e  P r o te s ta n t i s m ,  and i t  i s  upheld  

by o th e r  su pp orts  than  P r o t e s ta n t  dogma. The schemes o f  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and e l e c t i o n  are the fo u n d a tio n  o f  P u r ita n ism ,

(1 )  S t .  P. & P. , p . 3 .
(2 )  I b i d ,  p .3 .^ cf . Renan, S t .  Paul ( 1 8 6 9 ) ,  pp. 569-5fO .
(3 )  I b i d ,  p . 4.
(4 )  I b id ,  p . 4.
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o f  modern Nonconform ity; i f  i t  can be shewn th a t  th e y  are

n o t  the  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  P a u l ' s  t e a c h in g ,  th e  I t ir i ta n  Churches,
\

d ep r iv e d  o f  t h e i r  p ro p s , must f a l l .  Arnold t h e r e f o r e  

c o n c e iv e s  the  id e a  o f  comparing the  d o c t r in e s  o f  Noncon

fo r m ity  w ith  th o se  o f  S t .  Paul;^^^ and i t  i s  t h i s  t a s k  

w h ich , he s a y s ,  w i l l  be the co m p le t io n  o f  C ulture and 

Anarchy.

I f  Arnold needed the encouragement o f  a fa v o u r a b le  

r e a c t io n  to  C ulture and Anarchy, he. seems to  have found i t .  

V/hile t h a t  work was s t i l l  in  the C o r n h i l l  s t a g e ,  he w rote  

to  h i s  m other,
C 2 )*I am a s t o n i s h e d ,  and so i s  George Sm ith, a t  

- th e  fa v o u r a b le  r e c e p t io n  what I  have s a id  m eets  
w it h ,  b u t t h i s  shows how r ip e  p e o p le ' s  minds 
are f o r  a change i n  some o f  t h e i r  f i x e d  
n o t io n s  on th e s e  m a t t e r s . '^8/

Two months l a t e r ,  he i s  t e l l i n g  la d y  de R o th s c h i ld ,

(1 )  He seems to  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  h i s  s p e c i a l  m is s io n  to  do 
t h i s ,  f o r  contemporary P u r ita n ism  w i l l  n o t  be reached  
by 'p h i lo s o p h ic a l  w o rk s ' l i k e  the  H i s t o i r e  de l a  
T h éo lo g ie  C hrétienn e a u - S iè c l e  A p o s to l iq u e  o f  Edouard 
Reuss; what i s  needed i s  ^ o  g iv e  e f f e c t  to  th e  . 
predominant p o in t s  i n  P a u l - s  t e a c h in g ,  and to  e x h i b i t  
th e s e  in  so p la in  and popular a manner as  to  i n v i t e  
and a lm ost compel a l l  men's com p reh en sion ' .
( S t.P e  & P . , pp. 7 - 8 ) .

(2 )  Of "Smith7~Hlder & Co. ,  p u b l i s h e r s  o f  th e  C o r n h i l l  
Magazine and o f  C ulture & Anarchy. S t .  Paul and 
P r o te s ta n t is m  and o th e r s  o f  A rn o ld 's  b o o k s .

(3 )  June 1 3 ,  1868 . (L e t t e r s , I .  pp. 4 5 5 -5 6 ) .
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'I  met Mr. D eu tsch  the o th e r  day . . .  Any d i f f i d e n c e  
-I f e l t  . . .  was s e t  a t  r e s t  by h i s  t e l l i n g  me th a t  
he was d i s t i n c t l y  c o n s c io u s ,  w h ile  w r i t in g  h i s  
a r t i c l e  on the  Talmud, t h a t  i f  i t  had n o t been  
f o r  what I had done he cou ld  n o t  have w r i t t e n  
t h a t  a r t i c l e  in  the  Q u a r te r ly , and the B r i t i s h  
p u b lic  cou ld  n o t  have read i t . ' /

A tta ck s  on the  P re fa ce  to  C u ltu re  and Anarchy he ta k e s

c h e e r f u l l y ,  as ev id e n c e  th a t  he has g a in ed  a h e a r in g ;

'The i i ib e r a l  newspapers one and a l l  a t ta c k  i t ' ,  he w r i t e s ,

'and t h i s ,  t o o ,  th ey  are l i k e l y  to do more and more'.^^'^

A week l a t e r  he ad ds, 'However much I may be a t ta c k e d ,  my

manner o f  w r i t in g  i s  one t h a t  t a k e s ,h o l d  o f  p e o p le  and

p ro v es  e f f e c t i v e .   ̂ In  June, 1 8 6 9 , he makes even  more

c o n f id e n t  c la im s  :

' The ch a p te rs  on H e llen ism  and Hebraism are i n  the  
-main, I am co n v in ced , so tru e  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  form  
a k ind o f  c e n tr e  f o r  E n g lis h  thou ght and )
s p e c u la t io n  on the m a tters  t r e a t e d  i n  th e m '. ^

Probably  Arnold ga th ered  much o f  h i s  in fo r m a t io n 'fr o m

comments made to  him p e r s o n a l ly ,  and l a t e r  from th e  s a l e s

o f  th e  book. In  1869 he w r i t e s ,  ' I  h ear on a l l  s i d e s  o f
(5 )th e  P r e fa c e  b e in g  read , and making an im p r e ss io n  ' .  But

the  p r e s s  was n o t  s i l e n t .  The S-pectator was a t  f i r s t  

sy m p a th e t ic ;  on January 4 , 1868 , i t  c a r r ie d  an e d i t o r i a l .

(1 )  August 9 ,  18 6 8 , ( I b i d ,  I ,  pp. 4 5 8 -5 9 )
(2 )  Feb. 20 , 1 869 , ( I b i d ,  I I ,  p . 4 ) .
(3 )  Feb. 27 , 1869 , ( I b i d ,  I I ,  p . 6 ) .
( 4)  June 1 2 ,  1 8 6 9 , ( I b i d ,  I I ,  p . 13 ) .
(5 )  Feb. 27 , 1869 , ( I b i d ,  I I ,  p . 6 ) .
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'Mr. Arnold and the S ta te  '  ̂ ) Y7h ic h  supported  and extended

A r n o ld 's  d o c tr in e  o f a u t h o r i t y .  In  J u ly  an o th er  lo n g
( 2 )a r t i c l e  appeared , c o n t r a s t in g  Arnold and C a r ly le  as

p r o p h e t s  o f  H e l l e n i s m  a n d  H e b r a i s m  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  ^8 ) T h e

ton e  i s  s t i l l  sy m p a th e t ic ,  though i t  i s  p o in te d  out t h a t

' f r e e  p la y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ' may become an end i n  i t s e l f ,

w ith  consequ en t p a r a ly s i s  o f  th e  power o f  a c t i o n .  A sh o r t

n o t i c e  in  the fo l lo v / in g  number^^^ p la c e s  'Hr. A rn o ld 's

p a p e r ' a s  one o f  th e  two b e s t  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t

C o r n h i l l  I ia g a z in e .

A f te r  the p u b l ic a t io n  o f  C ulture and Anarchy i n  book

form , th e  S p e c ta to r  was l e s s  f r i e n d l y .  An a r t i c l e  on 'Mr.
( 5 )iviatthew A rn o ld 's  P r a is e  o f  C u ltu re '  c a l l s  th e  w ork'an  

e f f u s i o n  or s e r i e s  o f  e f f u s i n n s  in  w hich th e  a u th o r 's  mind 

i s  poured ou t v /ith out much o r d e r ' .  The most v a lu a b le

(1 )  S p e c t a to r , Jan. 4 , 1 8 6 8 , p . 5* i t  has proved im p o s s ib le  
to  i d e n t i f y  the au th or  o f  th e s e  S p e c ta to r  a r t i c l e s ,  
b u t as  R ichard H olt Hutton was e d i t o r  a t  the tim e and 
u s u a l ly  d e a l t  w ith  m a tters  l i t e r a r y  and t h e o l o g i c a l  
(v .  D ic t io n a r y  o f  N a t io n a l  B iograp hy ' (1 9 9 1 ) ,  under  
R.H .H utton, p . 21T, l i t  may be assumed t h a t  he v/rote them.

C2) S p e c t a t o r , J u ly  4 ,  1 8 6 8 , p . 786 .
(3 )  This a r t i c l e  q u o tes  a n ew ly-fou nd  l e t t e r  o f  C a r l y l e ' s  

to  a Mr. Rodgers, t e l l i n g  him t h a t  'th e  end o f  man i s  
an a c t io n ,  n o t  a thou gh t ' ,  and e x h o r t in g  iiim to  
s tr e n o u s  work; th e  s u g g e s t io n  i s  made t h a t ,  had 
Arnold known t h i s  l e t t e r ,  he would have se en  i n  i t  an 
i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  Hebraism.

(4 )  I b i d ,  J u ly  1 1 ,  1 8 6 8 , p . 829.
15) I b id ,  March 6 , 1 8 6 9 , p . 295. .
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' e f f u s i o n * ,  sa y s  t h i s  r e v iew , i s  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Hebraism  

and H e llen ism . I t  i s  d o u b tfu l v/hether anarchy i s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  the o p p o s i te  o f  c u l t u r e ,  and *a l i t t l e  more 

d is c r im in a t io n  would g iv e  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  more w e i g h t ' .

One may surm ise th a t  t h i s  f a i l u r e  o f  sympathy was due to  

th e  outspoken  P re fa c e  o f  1869 .

The Examiner p u b lish ed  en cou rag in g  sh o r t  comments on

th e  C o r n h i l l  papers as th ey  appeared; th e  f i r s t  m entions

'a th o u g h t fu l ,  e a r n e s t  p a p e r ' ,  d e s e r v in g  o f  a t t e n t i o n  and

r e s p e c t  even from th o se  who do not, share A r n o ld 's  v ie w s ,

and th e  f i n a l  n o t i c e  speaks o f  th e  c o n c lu d in g  paper as

'abounding w ith  profound thou ght and i n t e l l i g e n t  r e f l e c -  
12 )t i o n s ' .  These p o s s ib ly  r a th e r  p a t r o n is in g  remarks

were n o t  fo l lo w e d  up by any f u l l  r e v ie w , and no f u r t h e r  

m ention  o f  C ulture and Anarchy i s  to  be found in  t h i s  paper  

d u r in g  1869 .

The Saturday R eview , on th e  o th e r  hand, was s i l e n t  

u n t i l  1869 , v/hen i t  made some sharp comments. Matthew 

A rnold , i t  s a id ,  though e x c e l l e n t  a s  a l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  was 

'p la y ed  out* as a c r i t i c  o f  s o c i e t y ;  h i s  a n a l y s i s  d id  n o t  

'go f a r  in to  the h e a r t  o f  the  m a tte r * .  L et him quote

11) The Exam iner, Jan. 4 , 1868 , p . 8 .
(2 )  I b id , .A u g .  1 ,  1 8 6 8 , p . 488. The d ate  o f  the  o th e r  

n o t i c e  i s  Feb. 8 , 18 6 8 , p . 88.
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B ish op  W ilson as much as he l i k e s ,  b u t he must n o t  t a l k  l i k e

him when d i s c u s s in g  p o l i t i c s ;  *play* o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  sh ou ld

som etim es become * wo r k ' .  Arnold was a d v o c a t in g  ’c u l t u r e

i n  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a t io n  and anarchy m e a n w h i l e ^

The r e l i g i o u s  w e e k l ie s  were n o t  g r e a t l y  s t i r r e d .

The Guardian rev iew ed  the  book k in d ly ,  but su g g e s te d  th a t

i t  was n o t  to  be taken  s e r i o u s l y .  The C h r is t ia n  W orld.

an organ of C o n g reg a tio n a lism , under th e  t i t l e  *A P o et  on

S ta te -C h u rch ism * , took  Arnold to  ta s k  f o r  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to

I r i s h  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  and f o r  h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  g r e a t  men

were n o t  reared  o u ts id e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u rch es . The E n g l is h

Independent ig n o red  th e  book, and Edward Mi a l l  * s o th e r

organ , th e  N o n co n fo rm ist , gave no rev iew  u n t i l  1 8 6 9 , though
( 2 )i t  p u b lish e d  sh o r t  n o t i c e s  o f  th e  C o r n h i l l  e s s a y s .  In

th e  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  paper , A rn o ld 's  work was 'd e e p ly  

i n t e r e s t i n g  but em in en tly  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ' ;  l e t  him 

c o n t in u e  i n  t h i s  v e i n  i f  i t  p le a s e s  him, s a id  M ia l l  i n  

e f f e c t ,  f o r  i t  i s  amusing and does the  ' P h i l i s t i n e s '  no 

harm.

Of the monthly and q u a r te r ly  j o u r n a l s , th e  Q u a rter ly  

Review , E r a s e r 's  I%gazine and Liacmillan ' s Liagazine ig n o re d

(1 )  The Saturday R eview , March 6,' 1 8 6 9 , p . 318 .
(2 )  The N o n co n fo rm ist , Jan. 1 1 ,  1 8 6 8 , p. 42; J 

p . 683; Aug. 5 ,  1 8 6 8 , p. 779 .
J u ly  8 ,  1 8 6 8 ,
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th e  p u b l i c a t io n  of C ulture  and Anarchy. The Conteraporary 

Heyiew p u b lish ed  a sym path etic  b u t n o t  u n c r i t i c a l  e s t i m a t e ,  ̂

in  which i t  i s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  Arnold would have a b e t t e r  

h e a r in g  i f  he dropped the tone o f  the  ’sa lon *  and a v o id ed  

c r u e l  humour. The re v iew e r  a ls o  q u e s t io n s  v/hether Hebraism  

and H e llen ism  are u l t i m a t e ly  co m p a tib le .

The rev iew  in  th e  F o rtn iA 'h tly 3 ^ s i g n e d  by W illiam  

K irk u s, i s  cou rteou s  but guarded; A rnold , i t  s a y s ,  in d u lg e s  

in  ’r a th e r  u n f a ir  sarcasm *, and what i s  w o rse , h i s  ’c u l tu r e  * 

seems in ca p a b le  o f  a c t in g  u n t i l  p e r f e c t i o n  has been  a t t a in e d .  

The A th en aeu m ^  ̂ i s  amusing a t  A rn o ld ’s exp en se;  c u l t u r e ,  

i t  s a y s ,  o b v io u s ly  means iiatthew A rnold , and anarchy the  

r e s t  o f  u s .  He has f a l l e n  a v i c t i m  to  h i s  lo v e  o f  p h r a se -  

making, and h i s  s t y l e  i s  l o s i n g  i t s  c l e a r n e s s  i n  consequence -  

much o f  C ulture and Anarchy seems to  have been  v /r i t t e n  by  

*a dandy C a r ly le * .  L et Arnold beware ; _ o th e r s  ’may w ish  

to  l e t  t h e i r  c o n sc io u s n e ss  p la y  f r e e l y  upon Ivlr. Tiatthew 

A rnold . We hope i t  v / i l l  n o t put him o u t* .

The Edinburgh R eview , ^  ̂ as  m ight be e x p e c te d ,  has

(1 )  The Conternporary R eview , May, 1 8 6 9 , p . 1 5 0 .  The a r t i c l e  
i s  i n i t i a l l e d  *G«S.'

( 2 )  F o r t n ig h t ly  R eview , - J a n -A p r ., 1 8 6 9 , p . 371 .
(3 )  Athenaeum, Feb. 20 , 1869 , p . 271 $ 14?■ has 'p-reved

i mpos a i bBa- to  t r a c e ■ t h e . ■■ autho • rav-i  ev/,—a«.-the
■ f i l e s  have n e t -b e e n  kep t . Thts rcvjew is signed in hhe fvle, ̂ Miller field*.

(4 )  Edinburgh R eview , A p r .,  1 8 6 9 , p . 486.
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l i t t l e  support to  o f f e r  A rnold , though i t  d e fen d s  him 

a g a in ^ t i th e  l a b e l  ' e l e g a n t . t r i f 1 e r  *. I t  champions 

Hebraism, which i s  'good in  i t s e l f ' ,  w h i le  H e lle n ism  i s

o n ly  v a lu a b le  as the in stru m e n t  o f  g o o d ' .
( 1 )The B r i t i s h  Q u arter ly  R eview , though i t  c a l l s  

C ulture  and Anarchy 'a v e r y  racy and s u g g e s t iv e  e s s a y ' ,  

u p b ra id s  Arnold h e a v i l y ,  and one f e e l s ,  w ith o u t  a grasp  o f  

e s s e n t i a l s ,  f o r  i t  c o n s id e r s  th a t  'th e  p i t h  and p o i n t ' o f  

the  e s sa y  i s  A rn o ld 's  w ish  to  a r r e s t  the  d is e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  th e  I r i s h  Church. I t  n a t u r a l ly  ta k e s  much n o t i c e  o f  

h i s  a t t i t u d e  to  the  N o n co n fo rm ists , and, though the co m p la in ts  

are  o f t e n  j u s t ,  the l i g h t e r  approach o f  th e  Athenaeum seems 

more e f f e c t i v e .

The North B r i t i s h  Review d evoted  more space than  any . 

o f  th e s e  jo u r n a ls  to  A rn o ld 's  book , u s in g  i t  a s  th e  b a s i s  

o f  a 36-page  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  'What i s  Man's C h ief  2nd?'

The r e v ie w e r  p u ts  an undue s t r a i n  on C ultu re  and A narchy, 

t r e a t i n g  i t  w ith  the se v e r e  l o g i c  from w hich Arnold alw ays  

r e c o i l e d ,  and com p la in ing  th a t  the  theme i s  ' n e e d l e s s l y  

cum bered' by c r i t i c i s m  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  n ew sp ap ers , and ch u rch es .  

The rev iew  proper i s  p re fa ce d  by a p h i lo s o p h ic a l

(1 )  B r i t i s h  Q u arter ly  Review, Apr. 1 ,  1 8 6 9 , p . 569,  c f .  
&t. & P. ; - p \  102 .

[ 2 )  North B r i t i s h  Review, M arch-July, 1 8 6 9 , p . 1 9 0 .
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d i s s e r t a t i o n  on c u ltu r e  -  a c o n t in u a i  p r o c e s s  o f  e d u c a t io n  —

a s  the  c h i e f  end o f  man. A rn o ld ’s Hebraism and H e lle n ism

are th en  examined, and ’a v e r y  d ec id ed  H e l le n ic  b ia s*  i s

n o t i c e d .  Arnold i s  in d is p o s e d  to  a c t io n  u n t i l  th e  wisdom

o f  each  s te p  i s  f u l l y  a ssu red ;  b u t th e  law  o f  Hebrew a c t io n

i s  n o b le r .  He has no c o n s t r u c t iv e  s o l u t i o n ,  and h i s  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  L ib e ra l  m easures and o f  the N on con form ists  i s

u n f a ir .  He r e f e r s  e v e r y th in g  to  ’the  f ir m  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

law  o f  t h i n g s ' ;  b u t ,  'when we ask  what t h i s  law i s ,  we 

g e t  no f ir m  i n t e l l i g i b l e  ansv/er ' .  ivian must f in d  the  urge  

to c u l t u r e ,  n ot in  h im s e l f  or in  some 'barren  a p h o r ism ',  

b u t i n  h i s  o r i g in  and d e s t in y  as a b e in g  ' c a s t  in  the image 

o f  the  C r e a to r ' .

These re v iew s  do n ot r e f l e c t  wide agreem ent w ith  

A r n o ld 's  t h e s i s  in  C ulture and Anarchy, but most o f  them 

t r e a t  Mm w ith  r e s p e c t ,  and th ey  p rov id e  ev id e n c e  t h a t  he 

v/as making p eo p le  th in k .  Widespread i n t e r e s t  among 

s e r io u s  p eop le  ; the  en cou raging  a t t i t u d e  o f  M s  f r i e n d s ;  

above a l l ,  p erh ap s, the  knowledge t h a t  he must make h im s e l f  

c l e a r e r  on some p o in t s  -  a l l  th e se  f a c t o r s  prob ab ly  urged  

A rnold to  ' re p e a t  the d o s e ' .

F i n a l l y ,  in  c o n s id e r in g  the  p a ssa g e  from C u ltu re  and 

Anarchy to  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , i t  sh ou ld  be 

remembered th a t  in  1868 Arnold l o s t  b o th  h i s  e l d e s t  and h i s
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y o u n g e s t  son . Of such  an e x p e r ie n c e  n o-one who has n o t  

s u f f e r e d  i t  can spealc w ith  c o n f id e n c e ,  and any a ttem p t to  

do so would be presumptuous; b u t i t  seem s, a s  f a r  a s  one 

can s e e ,  to  have deepened and matured h i s  mind. Ivlr. L io n e l  

T r i l l i n g ' s  s ta te m e n t  th a t  Arnold ' i s  n o t  brought to  r e l i g i o n ,  

a s  men so o f t e n  a r e ,  by th ou gh ts  o f  d e a t h ^  perhaps n eed s  

some m o d i f ic a t io n ,  though he i s  r i g h t  in  sa y in g  t h a t  'th e
( 2 )i n t e n s e s t  em otion seems to  have gone in t o  th e  h idden  stream '.

In  a l e t t e r  to  h i s  s i s t e r ,  Mrs. W ill iam  F o r s t e r ,

w r i t t e n  on th e  day o f  h i s  y o u n g est  c h i l d ' s  d ea th , Arnold

remarks th a t  th e  l o s s  has come, j u s t  a f t e r  h i s  f o r t y - f i f t h

b ir t h d a y ,  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  ca r e s  which in c lu d e  'an a lm ost

p a in f u l  a n x ie ty  about p u b l ic  m a t t e r s ' ,  to  remind him t h a t

'th e  tim e p a s t  o f  our l i f e  may s u f f i c e  u s ' ,  and t h a t  'we

sh ou ld  no lo n g e r  l i v e  th e  r e s t  o f  our tim e in  th e  f l e s h  t o

th e  l u s t s  o f  men, b u t to  the w i l l  o f  God'. He ad d s,

•However d i f f e r e n t  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  we may put on much o f

th e  f a c t s  and h i s t o r y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  v/e may u n i t e  i n  th e

bond o f  t h i s  c a l l ,  which i s  tru e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ,  and f o r  me,
( 1 )

above a l l ,  how f u l l  o f  meaning and w arn ing . '

A f te r  the  second bereavem ent, i n  November 1 8 6 8 , he

'1 ) L io n e l  T r i l l i n g ,  Matthew Arnold ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p . 297.  
g:Z 97 .

3 ) Jan. 4 , 1 8 6 8 , L e t t e r s . I ,  p . 443#
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sp eak s more f u l l y ,  t h i s  time i n  a l e t t e r  to  h i s  m other.

He f e e l s  th a t  t h i s  y ea r  has b een  ' th e  b e g in n in g  o f  la new

tim e ' f o r  him, and m entions ' th e  grad u a l s e t t le m e n t  o f  my

own thought ' and th e  two deaïihs as  marking i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .

'Tommy's d e a t h ' ,  he c o n t in u e s ,  * . . . .  was 
a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  s e v e r a l  awakening and epoch -  
making t h in g s .  The ch ap ter  f o r  th e  day o f  
h is  d eath  was t h a t  g r e a t  c h a p te r ,  the  1 s t  o f  
I s a ia h ;  th e  f i r s t  Sunday a f t e r  h i s  d ea th  was 
Advent Sunday, w ith  i t s  g lo r io u s  C o l l e c t , )
and i n  t he  E p i s t l e t h e  p a s s a g e ^8) w hich  
c o n v er ted  S t .  A u g u st in e . .A l l  th e s e  th in g s  
p o in t  to a new b e g i n n i n g ' . ^4)

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  he has found s o la c e  i n  th e  B ib le  and

th e  A n g lica n  l i t u r g y ;  and s u r e ly  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t

the  s e t  p assage  from S t .  Paul made such  an im p r e ss io n  on

him a t  t h i s  c r i s i s .  The Advent E p i s t l e  opens w ith  the

(1 )  The C o l l e c t  f o r  the F i r s t  Sunday in  Advent :
'A lm ighty God, g iv e  us g ra c e  t h a t  we may c a s t  away 

th e  works o f  d ark n ess , and p ut upon us th e  armour o f  
l i g h t ,  now in  the tim e o f t h i s  m orta l l i f e ,  i n  which  
Thy Son Jesu s  C h r is t  came to  v i s i t  us in  g r e a t  
h u m il i ty ;  t h a t  in  th e  l a s t  day, when He s h a l l  come 
a g a in  in  His g lo r io u s  m a je sty  to  judge th e  qu ick  
and the  dead, we may r i s e  to  th e  l i f e  im m orta l,  
through  Him who l i v e t h  and r e ig n e t h  w ith  Thee and 
th e  Holy Ghost, now and e v e r ' .

(2 )  Romans X I I l 8 - l 4 .
( 3 ) Romans X II lT 3 % 'L et us walk h o n e s t l y ,  a s  i n  th e  day,  

n o t  i n  r i o t i n g  and d runkenness, n o t  in  chambering and 
w anton ness, n o t  in  s t r i f e  and e n v y in g ' .

( 4 ) D ec . 24 ( h i s  b ir t h d a y ) ,  1 8 6 8 . L e t t e r s . I ,  466 .
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w ords, 'Owe no man a n y th in g , but to  lo v e  one a n o th er :  

f o r  he th a t  l o v é t h  h ath  f u l f i l l e d  th e  l a w ' ,  a few months 

l a t e r ,  th e s e  words appeared i n  th e  second  e s s a y  on S t .P a u l :

'Our d u t ie s  towards our n e igh b ou r  we perform , 
n o t  in  d e fe r e n c e  to  e x te r n a l  commands and 
p r o h ib i t io n s ,  but through i d e n t i f y i n g  o u r s e lv e s  
w ith  him, by sympathy w ith  C h r is t  who i d e n t i f i e d  
h im s e l f  w ith  him. T h erefo re , we owe no man 
a n y th in g  but to  lo v e  one a n o th e r ,  and he who /n \
l o v e s  h i s  n eigh b ou r f u l f i l s  th e  law towards h im '.

The whole p assage from Romans which form s th e  E p i s t l e  i s

an example o f  th a t  t h i r s t  a f t e r  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w hich Arnold

most s t r e s s e d  in  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  P a u l ' s  t e a c h in g .

With h i s  ten den cy  to  d w e ll  on th e s e  m a tte r s

a c c e n tu a te d  by the  double b ereavem en t, and encouraged by

th e  knowledge t h a t  what he had s a i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  about

'Hebraism and H e lle n ism , was r e a c h in g  th e  p u b l ic  and making

them th in k ,  Arnold w rote h i s  p r e fa c e  to  th e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n
' ( 2 )o f  C ultu re and Anarchy. . In  i t  he t e l l s  h i s  r e a d e r s  

t h a t  ' th e  whole scope o f  th e  e s s a y  i s  to  recommend c u l t u r e
(o )

a s  th e  g r e a t  h e lp  out o f  our p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s ' . ^ ® '

In  r e - s t a t i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  he comes to  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  

P u r ita n ism . 'C e r ta in ly  we are no enem ies o f  th e  Noncon-

(1 )  S t .  P. & P . . p .  80 .
( 2 ) A l e t t e r  dated  D ec. 24 , 1 8 6 8 , f i x e s  the  d a te  o f  w r i t in g :  

' I  am up a t  s i x ,  and work a t  th e  p r e fa c e  to  my C ultu re
& Anarchy E s s a y s ' .  (L e t t e r s . I ,  p . 4 6 7 ) .

( 3 ) C. & A. .  P. X .
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f o r m is t s * ,  he p r o t e s t s ,  ' f o r  on th e  c o n tr a r y  what we aim
( l  )a t  i s  t h e i r  p e r f e c t i o n ' .  But he s e e s  t h a t  what th e y

need  i s  'a more f u l l  and harmonious developm ent' o f  t h e i r
( 2 )humanity ' ,  and d e l iv e r a n c e  from p r o v i n c i a l i t y .

E s ta b lish m en t  k eep s a church i n  c o n t a c t  w ith  the  main 

c u rr e n t  o f  the  n a t i o n ' s  l i f e ,  w h i le  d i s s e n t  ten d s  toward  

narrow ness and la c k  o f  b a la n c e ,  a s  we se e  when we compare 

th e  Church o f  S c o t la n d , or the  Reformed Churches on the  

C o n tin en t ,  w ith  t h e i r  n o n - e s t a b l i s h e d  s i s t e r  c o m m u n i o n s . ^  

The e s t a b l i s h e d  Churches have r e t a in e d  a c a p a c i ty  to  

produce 'men o f  n a t io n a l  m ark', w hich the N on conform ists  

have f o r f e i t e d .  The tendency  to  H ebraise  i s  b a la n c e d ,  i n  

an e s ta b l i s h m e n t ,  by c o n ta c t  w ith  the  c u r r e n t  o f  n a t io n a l

1 )  I b id ,  p . x i i i .  
x2) I b id ,  pp. x v - x v i .
( 3 ) A s c h o la r  o f  our day who i s  b o th  a man o f  l e t t e r s  and

a com petent t h e o lo g ia n  p r o v id e s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  su p p le 
ment to  A rn o ld 's  v iew  o f 'h o le  and c o m e r '  r e l i g i o n :  

'Any sm all c o t e r i e ,  bound to g e t h e r  by some 
i n t e r e s t  which o th e r  men d i s l i k e  or ig n o r e ,  
ten d s  to  d evelop  i n s i d e  i t s e l f  a hoth ou se  
mutual a d m ir a tio n , and towards the  o u te r  
w orld , a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  p r id e  and h a tr ed  which  
i s  e n t e r t a in e d  w ith o u t  shame b eca u se  th e  
"Cause" i s  i t s  sponsor and i t  i s  thou ght to
be im person a l . . . .  We want th e  Church to  be
am all (a  d e v i l  i s  sp e a k in g )  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  
few er  men may know the Enemy but a l s o  t h a t  
th o se  who do may a cq u ire  th e  un easy  i n t e n s i t y  
and th e  d e fe n s iv e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  a 
s e c r e t  s o c i e t y  or  a c l i q u e ' .

-  C. S.  L ew is, The Screwtape L e t t e r s . ( l 9 4 3 ) ,  P P . 4O-4I ,
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l i f e  and thought; in  D is s e n t  i t  c o n t in u e s  unchecked .

H e b ra is in g  America, w ith  no E s ta b lish m e n t ,  sh ou ld  be a 

w arning to  would-be d i s e s t a b l i s h e r s  i n  B r i t a i n .

As a su g g e s te d  cure f o r  t h i s  d e f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  D i s s e n t ,  

Arnold o u t l i n e s  h i s  p la n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a P r e s b y te r ia n  

Church o f  England on equ al terms w ith  th e  E p isc o p a l Church; 

t h i s  has been  d i s c u s s e d  abo v e ,  ̂ and here i t  i s  o n ly  

n e c e s s a r y  to  say th a t  A rnold , l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  was an _ 

extreme E r a s t ia n ,  and e n t i r e l y  f a i l e d  to  se e  why h i s  scheme 

would have been u n a c cep ta b le  to  men l i k e  R. V/, D a le ,  who, 

w ith  most Congreg a t i o n a l i s t s  and B a p t i s t s ,  regarded  an 

e s t a b l i s h e d  Church as  an encroachment on th e  s o v e r e ig n  

r u le  o f  C h r is t  o v er  His own. The scheme would p rob ab ly  

have been  a c c e p ta b le  to  P r e s b y t e r ia n s , and perhaps to  th e  

M e th e d is t s .

The r e s t  o f  t h i s  c o n s id e r a b le  P r e fa c e  i s  d evo ted  to  a 

f u r t h e r  e l u c id a t io n  o f  A rn o ld 's  d o c tr in e  o f  c u l t u r e .

C ulture  does n o t condemn Hebraism a b s o l u t e l y ,  ,as many c r i t i c s  

o f  th e  e s s a y s  had supposed:

'The h a b i t s  and d i s c i p l i n e  r e c e iv e d  from Hebraism  
remain f o r  our race  an e t e r n a l  p o s s e s s io n ,  and 
. . . .  one must n ev er  a s s ig n  to  them the  second rank 
to d a y , w ith o u t  b e in g  prepared to  r e s t o r e  to  them
t h e  f i r s t  rank t o m o r r o w . ' ( 2 )

1 ) V .  pp. .
2 ) C. & A . . pp. x l v i i - x l v i i i .



— 71 ^  .

This p r e fa c e ,  w r i t t e n  a t  the end o f  1868 and p u b l is h e d  

i n  the f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  i s  th e  c h i e f  c o n n e c t in g  l i n k  

betw een  Ctilture and Anarchy and 8t# Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . 

In  i t ,  Arnold f a c e s  th e  c e n t r a l  problem o f  l i i s  s o c i a l  

c r i t i c i s m  -  the  narrow n ess , p r o v i n c i a l i t y ,  and o v e r -  

H e b ra is in g  tendency  o f  the B r i t i s h  m idd le  c l a s s ,  w ith  th e  

N onconform ists  as i t s  c o r e .  This problem was f e r t i l i s e d  

i n  h i s  mind by h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  B i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s , and 

t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  as f a r  as we can t r a c e  i t ,  produced S t ,  Paul  

and P r o te s ta n t is m ,
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VST, PAUL Aim PR0TE8TANTI8:i ' AS LITERARY CRITICISM

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  A r n o l d  i n t e n d e d  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  

P a u l i n e  e p i s t l e s  t o  b e  l i t e r a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  and  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  S t ,  P a u l  i s  so  much h a p p i e r  

t h a n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  C a l v i n i s m  and  t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  may b e  

c l a i m e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he  r e m a i n e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  a man o f  

l e t t e r s .  Many s u m m a r i e s  o f  S t .  P a u l  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  e x i s t ;

t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  n o t  an a t t e m p t e d  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e m ,  b u t  a s t u d y
'

o f  A r n o l d ’ s a p p r o a c h  t o  H h e  t r u e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  a g r e a t  and

m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a u t h o r * . '  ^

As m ig h t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  ' h e  b e g i n s  b y  r e s o l v i n g  t o  k e e p  h i s

e y e  on t h e  o b j e c t  : -

’When we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  S t .  P a u l  i s  a P r o t e s t a n t  d o c t o r
w hose  r e i g n  i s  e n d i n g ....................... we i n  mnglarad,  a t  a n y
r a t e ,  can  b e s t  t r y  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  b y  f i x i n g  o u r  e y e s  
on o u r  own P u r i t a n s ,  and c o ro p a r in g  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  and 
t h e i r  h o l d  on v i t a l  t r u t h  w i t h  S t .  P a u l ’ s ’

T h i s ,  s a y s  A r n o l d ,  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  t h e  w o rk  b e g u n  i n  C u l t u r e  and

A n a r c h y ; ’T h i s  we now p r o p o s e  t o  do ,  and  i n d e e d ,  t o  do  i t

w i l l  o n l y  b e  t o  c o m p l e t e  w h a t  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e g u n ’ .

I n  C u l t u r e  and j\nai?chy he  h a s  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  r i g i d  H e b r a i s m

o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s ;  now h e  w i l l  shew th em  t h a t  S t .  P a u l  d o e s  n o t

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s .  He h o p e s  t h a t  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i l l

1 )  S t . P .  & P . p . 75
2 )  I b i d ,  p .  6
3) I b i d ,  p .  6
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r e s c u e  ’ t h e  g r e a t  name o f  S t .  P a u l ’ f r o m  P u r i t a n  p e r v e r s i o n s ,  

a h d  h i s  one  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a t t e m p t  i s  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  ’ s e e i n g  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e ’ . ^ ^ ^  H is  

m e th o d  w i l l  b e  t h a t  o f  t r u e  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h e  ’ l e t t i n g  o u r  c o n 

s c i o u s n e s s  work  q u i t e  f r e e l y , '  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e th o d s

o f  s t u d y i n g  and  j u d g i n g  t h u s  g e n e r a t e d ' .

A r n o l d  t h e r e f o r e  t r e a t s  t h e  B i b l e  a s  h e  w ou ld  t r e a t  any  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h o u g h  h e  would  h a v e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h i s  m ethod  was 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  s p i r i t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s .

He a p p r o a c h e s  S t .  P a u l  a s  a l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  who h a s  e q u i p p e d  

h i m s e l f  f o r  h i s  t a s k  b y  g e t t i n g  t o  loiow ’ t h e  b e s t  t h a t  i s  known 

and t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  wo r l d ’ he  r e a d s  h im

’w i t h  t h e  s o r t  o f  c r i t i c a l  t a c t  w h i c h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
t h e  human mind and i t s  h i s t o r y ,  and  t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  
w i t h  many g r e a t  w r i t e r s ,  n a t u r a l l y  g i v e s  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  movement o f  a n y  one  s i n g l e  g r e a t  w r i t e r ’ s  t h o u g h t ’ . '  '

He t r i e s  t o  a p p r o a c h  h i s  t a s k  w i t h o u t  b i a s ,  ’ r e a d i n g  ( P a u l ) . . . .  

w i t h o u t  p r e c o n c e i v e d  t h e o r i e s  t o  w h i c h  we w a n t  t o  make h i s  

t h o u g h t s  f i t  t h e m s e l v e s ’ . '   ̂ The q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  h e  was s u c 

c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r .

A r n o l d  do es  n o t  s t u d y  S t .  P a u l  a s  a t h e o l o g i a n  w ou ld  n e c e s s 

a r i l y  d o ,  w i t h  a w e i ^ t y  a p p a r a t u s  o f  t e x t s  and  c o m m e n t a r i e s ;

I b i d ,  p . 8 
I b i d ,  p . 8
E s s a y s  i n  C r i t i c i s m , p . 45 
S t .  P .  & p . p . 29 
I b i d ,  p . 29 "
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h e  t a k e s  f r o m  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  w ha t  h e  n e e d s ,  and t h e n  s e t s  o u t  

t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  a u t h o r . H e  w i l l  t r y  

t o  i n d i c a t e  w h a t  i s  p r i m a r y  and  e s s e n t i a l  i n  P a u l ’ s t h o u g h t ,  

and  w ha t  i s  s e c o n d a r y  and s u b o r d i n a t e ;  and  b y  t h e s e  t e r m s  h e  

m e a n s ,

’ s o  f a r  a s  t h e  a p o s t l e  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  
a p p r o a c h  t o  wha t  r e a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  h im  and  g i v e s
h i s  t e a c h i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l i t y  and p o w e r ................So f a r
a s  t r u t h  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
f a c t s  w h ic h  can b e  v e r i f i e d  çnd a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  
p o w e r  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e m ’ . ( 2 ;

A f t e r  t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  s k e t c h  o f  h i s  m e th o d ,  A r n o l d  o u t 

l i n e s  C a l v i n i s t  t h e o l o g y  a s  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  i t ,  d r a w i n g  upon 

v a r i o u s  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  c h i e f l y  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  C o n f e s s i o n  o f  

He t h e n  t u r n s  t o  S t .  P a u l  t o  p o i n t  t h e  c o n t r a s t .

U n l i k e  many,  i f  n o t  m os t  t h e o l o g i a n s  o f  h i s  d a y ,  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  

t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  k n o w in g  e x a c t l y  w h a t  P a u l  m e a n t ,  when h e  i s  

’ s o  s e p a r a t e d  f rom us b y  t i m e ,  r a c e ,  t r a i n i n g  and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ’ .

E x p e r i e n c e  in  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  can h e l p  us  to  g e t  n e a r  h i s  

m e a n i n g ;  more t h a n  t h a t  we c a n n o t  a t t a i n .   ̂ M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  E n g l i s h

( 1 )  P r o f e s s o r  B a s i l  W i l l e y  b r i n g s  o u t  A r n o l d ’ s  p o s i t i o n  c l e a r l y :  
’To e x t r a c t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t ,  we 
r e q u i r e  n o t  s o  much p r o f o u n d  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  an d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
s o  much s c h o l a s t i c  s u b t l e t y ,  a s  w i s d o m - a n d  p u r i t y :  wisdom 
i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  r i p e n e s s ;  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m en ’s  ways o f  t h i n k 
i n g ,  f e e l i n g  and  s p e a k i n g ;  l i t e r a r y  t a c t  a b o v e  a l l ;  and  
p u r i t y ,  t o  f e e l  w i t h o u t  im p e d im e n t  t h e  i r r e s t i b l o  f o r c e  o f  
C h r i s t ’ s t e a c h i n g  a n d  e x a m p l e ’ .
- B a s i l  W i l l e y ,  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  S t u d i e s  (London 1 9 4 9 )  n o .  
2 7 4 - 5

( 2 )  S t .  P .  & P . p . 9
( 3 )  V. b e l o w ,  p p .
( 4 )  S t .  P .  & P . p . 29

( 4 )
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t r a n s l a t i o n  p r e s e n t s  o b s t a c l e s ; f o r ,  i n  t r a n s l a t i n g  P a u l ’s 

m o s t  m a t u r e  w ork ,  t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Romans,  t h e  m a k e r s  o f  t h e  

A u t h o r i s e d  V e r s i o n  h a d  ’ t h e i r  h e a d s  f u l l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  d o c 

t r i n e s  o f  e l e c t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ^ g i v i n g  t h e i r  w o rk  a 

b i a s  w h i c h  n e e d s  t o  b e  .w a tc h e d .

A f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  way o f  t r u e  c r i t i c i s m ,  A r n o l d  

t h i n k s ,  i s  P a u l ’s h a b i t  o f  u s i n g  h i g h l y - c o l o u r e d  l a n g u a g e ,  l i k e  

o t h e r  B i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s ,

’h e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e m o t io n  
e x p r e s s i o n s  w h i c h ,  in  t h i s  s p h e r e  h a v e  an e l o q u e n c e  
and  a p r o p r i e t y ,  b u t  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  o u t  / g \  
o f  i t  and made i n t o  f o r m a l  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o p o s i t i o n s ’ . '  '

I t  i s  an a b u s e  o f  S c r i p t u r e  t o  t a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a t e x t  f r o m  

gomOi Old T e s t a m e n t  p r o p h e t ,  and u s e  i t  t o  ’p r o v e ’ t h e  p r o p o s i 

t i o n  t h a t  God i s  v e n g e f u l .  F a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e s  

s a f e g u a r d s  t h e  t r u e  c r i t i c  a g a i n s t  t h i s ;  h e  linows i t  w o u ld  b e  

f a l s e  t o  t a k e  a c h o r u s  from^'AsscIiylus, c a s t  i t  i n t o  t h e  f o r m a l  

s t y l e  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  and r e g a r d  i t  a s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  G re ek  

p h i l o s o p h y .  To h i s  B i b l e - w o r s h i p p i n g  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  A r n o l d  

recom m ends  a maxim o f  t h e  m e d i a e v a l  J e w i s h  r a b b i s ;  ’ The Law 

s p e a k s  w i t h  t h e  t o n g u e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  men’ . ' ^ ^
\

In  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  m a n n e r ,  A r n o l d  f i n d s  a w ord  t o  d e s c r i b e  

P a u l ’ s e a s t e r n  s t y l e :  he  c a l l s  i t  ’ O r i e n t a l i s i n g ’ . Y'fïien t h e

( 1 )  The A u t h o r i s e d  V e r s i o n  o f  1611 was t h e n  t h e  o n l y  s t a n d a r d  one 
a v a i l a b l e  in  E n g l i s h ,  and  A r n o l d  was w r i t i n g  f o r  a p u b l i c  
u n l i k e l y  t o  know G r e e k .

2 )  S t .  P .  & P . p o 2 9
3) I b i d ,  p . 30
4 )  I b i d ,  p . 31
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a p o s t l e  e x p r e s s e s  r e l i g i o u s  e m o t i o n  i n  r i c h l y  f i g u r a t i v e  

l a n g u a g e ,  he  O r i e n t a l i s e s ,  an d  W e s t e r n  r e a d e r s  s h o u l d  n o t  t a l i e  

h i s  im a g e s  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  f o r m a l  t h e o l o g y .  In  c l e a r i n g  away 

t h i s  c a u s e  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  A r n o l d  f i n d s  a n o t h e r ,  f o r  P a u l  

a l s o  ’ J u d a i s e s ’ , t h a t  i s ,  h e  u s e s  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t  S c r i p t u r e s  

i n  an u n c r i t i c a l  way in  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o o f  f o r  h i s  

d o c t r i n e s  ;

’ and t h u s  P u r i t a n i s m ,  w h i c h  h a s  o n l y  i t s e l f  t o  b l a m e  
f o r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  him when h e  O r i e n t a l i s e s ,  may 
f a i r l y  p u t  upon t h e  a p o s t l e  h i m s e l f  some o f  i t s  b l a m e  
f o r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  him when he  J u â a i s e s . ’ ( I )

A n o t h e r  p o i n t  w h ic h  A r h o l d  c o n s i d e r s  i s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  P a u l ’ s 

i d e a s ,  f o r  ’ t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h ,  i n  a n y  s e r i e s  o f  i d e a s ,  t h e  

i d e a s  come, i s  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t .

P a u l ,  w r i t i n g  t o  e d i f y ,  d i d  n o t  s e t  o u t  h i s  t e a c h i n g  i n  a 

s c i e n t i f i c  v/ay, and  t h e  c r i t i c ’ s  t a s k  i s  t o  d i s c o v e r  ’ t h e  o r d e r  

i n  w h ic h  P a u l ’s  i d e a s  n a t u r a l l y  s t a n d ,  and  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

one  o f  them  a n d  t h e  o t h e r .

H a v i n g  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  a im  and  p o i n t e d  o u t  p o s s i b l e  p i t f a l l s ,  

A r n o l d  g r a s p s  h i s  s u b j e c t  b o l d l y  and  e x t r a c t s  P a u l ’s  m a s t e r -  

i m p u l s e  ’ t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ’ As l i t e r a r y  e v i d e n c e  

o f  t h e  ’ i n c o m p a r a b l e  h o n e s t y  and d e p t h  i n  P a u l ’s  l o v e  o f  r i g h t 

e o u s n e s s  ’ A r n o l d  q u o t e s  h i s  l i s t s  o f  v i r t u e s  a n d  v i c e s .  An

( 1 )  I b i d ,  P . 34
2)  I b i d ,  p . 34 
31 I b i d ,  p p .  3 4 -3 5  
4 )  I b i d ,  p . 38
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a s tound ing  c r i t i c i s m ’ has deduced Antinomianism from t h i s

man, who ’ i s  i n  t r u t h  s o  p o s s e s s e d  w i t h  h o r r o r  o f  A n t in o r a i a n i s r a
f 1 )t h a t  h e  g o e s  t o  g r a c e  f o r  t h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x t i r p a t i n g  i t . ’ '  '  

U s i n g  h i s  s k i l l  a s  a c r i t i c  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  A r n o l d  f o l l o w s  

S t .  P a u l ’ s  t h o u g h t ,  w i t h  t h e  a p o s t l e ’ s  t h i r s t  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  

a s  t h e  c l u e .  At t h i s  p o i n t  may h e  n o t i c e d  one o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t 

i n g  l i n k s  b e tw e e n  S t .  P a u l  and  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  

f o r  A r n o l d  p o i n t s  o u t ^ ^ )  t h a t  P a u l  s p e a k s  o f  a man s o w in g  t o  

h i s  f l e s h ,  b u t  t o  t h e  s p i r i t .  By f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  -  t h e  

’b e s t  s e l f ’ o f  C u l t u r e  and A n a r c h y , now i n e v i t a b l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n

m ore  t h e o l o g i c a l  l a n g u a g e  -  men a r e  ’ u n i t e d ,  i m p e r s o n a l ,  a t  
1 3 )h a r m o n y . ’ '  ^

i n  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  p o w e r  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  ’ s e l f - s e e k i n g  

t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  f l e s h ’ , S t .  P a u l  d i s c o v e r e d  a f a c t  o f  human 

n a t u r e  w h ic h  i s  v e r i f i a b l e  b y  ’ s c i e n c e ’ , t h e  s e n s e  w h i c h  s e e k s  

e x a c t  k n o w l e d g e . T h i s  f a c t  was t h a t  a  c o d e  o f  r u l e s  c a n n o t  

make a man r i g h t e o u s .  I n  t h i s  d i lem m a  A r n o l d  l e a v e s  h im  a t  

t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  e s s ^ ,  t h u s  m a r k i n g  ’ t h e  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t
________________________________i__________1______________________________

1)  I b i d ,  p . 42
2 )  I b i d ,  P . 48
3) 0 .  & A, p . 8 0 ,  and 3̂ .  a b o v e .
4 ) P r o ï e s ’s o r  B a s i l  W i l l e y  s a y a  o f  A r n o l d ’s ’s c i e n c e ’ : A r n o l d  

h a s  s o m e t im e s  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  t a s k  f o r  an a l l e g e d  o v e r 
d e f e r e n c e  t o  ’ s c i e n c e ’ ; h e  w a s ................ a n x i o u s  t o  s e p a r a t e
f r o m  r e l i g i o n  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  e x p o s e d  i t  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  
a t t a c k .  B u t  b y  ’ s c i e n c e *  he means s i m p l y  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  
t r u t h ,  o r ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  m odern  s p i r i t ,  i n  s o  f a r  
t h a t  s p i r i t  s e e k s  t o  p r o v e  a l l  t h i n g s ,  and  h o l d  f a s t  o n l y  
t h a t  w h ic h  i s  s u r e . ’

B a s i l  W i l l e y ,  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  S t u d i e s  (London 1 9 4 9 ) .  
p .  2 7 2 .
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f o r  the  s c i e n t i f i c  worth o f  h i s  d o c t r i n e ’ • P u r ita n ism  

e x p e c ts  Paul to  have reco u rse  to  the dogmata o f  e l e c t i o n  

and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  h u t ,  says  A rnold , ’we w i l l  p roceed
(  1 )to  show th a t  Paul has reco u rse  to n o th in g  o f  the  k i n d ’ «

This study  does n o t attem pt to  f o l l o w  Arnold in t o  th e

d e t a i l e d  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  8 t .  P a u l ' s  thought w hich he

g iv e s  in  the second e s s a y .  A f te r  l e a d in g  h i s  re a d e rs  to

fa c e  P a u l ' s  c e n t r a l  problem , he t r a c e s  th e  s o l u t i o n

p rov id ed  by the  A p o s t le ' s  p o s i t i v e  t e a c h in g .  Paul i s

' in  c o l l i s i o n  w ith  a - f a c t  o f  human n a tu r e ,  b u t in  i t s e l f
( 2 )a s t e r i l e  fa c t*  -  th e  f a c t  o f  s i n .  Here aga&n Arnold

b u i l d s  on the  fo u n d a tio n  of C ulture and Anarchy, f o r  i n

th e  ch a p te r  on Hebraism and H e lle n ism  he has n o t ic e d  the

p re o c c u p a t io n  o f  Hebraism w ith  s in :

'As one p a s s e s  and r e p a s s e s  from H e llen ism  to  
.ïHebraism, from P la to  to S t .  P a u l ,  one f e e l s  

in c l i n e d  to  rub o n e 's  ey es  and a sk  o n e s e l f
whether man i s  in deed  a g e n t le  and s im p le
b e in g ,  showing the t r a c e s  o f  a n o b le  and 
d iv in e  n a tu re ;  or an unhappy ch a in ed  c a p t i v e ,  
la b o u r in g  w ith  groan in gs t h a t  cannot be 
u t t e r e d ,  to f r e e  h im s e lf  from th e  body o f  t l i i s  
d e a t h ' . ' 3 '

Now, i n  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . Arnold c o n t r a s t s  the ri 

a t t i t u d e s  o f  Hebraism and H e lle n ism , b o th  o f  which need

I D  S t .  P. & P. ,  p . 51  
12) I b id ,  p . 55.
(3 )  C. & A . ,  p . 138 .
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m o d ify in g  to a t t a in  the r e a l is m  o f  S t .  PaifJ.; ' s i n  i s  n o t  

a m onster to  be mused on, b ut an im potence to  be g o t  r id  

o f  ' . Paul  had a se n se  o f  moral g u i l t ,  and f e l t  'th e  

im p u ls io n  o u ts id e  o u r s e l v e s '  ̂ which overwhelms C a lv in ism ;  

b u t he k ep t h is  b a la n c e .  He saw the  n o n - f u l f i lm e n t  o f  

r ig h te o u s n e s s  by men, and th e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  i t  by C h r i s t , 

and thus he co n ce iv ed  h is  c e n t r a l  d o c tr in e  -  d y ing  w ith  

C h r is t  to  s i n ,  ' n e c r o s i s H i s  e s s e n t i a l  id e a s  are  

'd y in g  v /ith  C h r is t ,  r e s u r r e c t io n  from the dead , grow ing  

in t o  C h r i s t ' ;  Arnold c o n t r a s t s  the  P u r ita n  ' c a l l i n g ,  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ' .

In  order to  b r in g  out more c l e a r l y  v/hat he b e l i e v e s  

to  be e s s e n t i a l  in  P a u l ' s  d o c t r in e ,  Arnold a n a ly s e s  the  

E p i s t l e  to  the Romans, d iv id in g  i t  in t o  prim ary, sub

prim ary and secondary s e c t i o n s .  He q uotes  Romans v i^  as  

an e x p r e s s io n  o f  P a u l ' s  c e n t r a l  th o u g h t:

'We are b u r ied  w ith  C h r is t  through  b aptism  in t o  
d ea th , t h a t  l i k e  as he was r a i s e d  up from the  
dead by the g lo r y  o f  the  Father^ ^ven so we a l s o
s h a l l  v/alk in  newness o f l i f e

(1 )  S t .  P. & P . ,  p . 56 .
(2 )  c f .  the 'power, n o t  o u r s e lv e s ,  t h a t  makes f o r  r ig h t e o u s 

n e s s ' .  L i te r a tu r e  & Do^ma, p . 43*
Î3 )  S t .  P. & P. , pp. 7 5 -7 6 .
14 ) I b id 7  p.*”5 l  •
(5 )  I b id ,  p . 1 00 .
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The r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  P a u l  h e r e  s p e a k s  i s  n o t  a  

p h y s i c a l  m i r a c l e ,  h u t  t h e  d e a t h  t o  s i n  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  

i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  w h i c h  t h e  b e l i e v e r  s h a r e s  w i t h  C h r i s t  b y  a  

p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  Him. D o c t r i n e s  l i k e  

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  a r e  a c c i d e n t a l  a d d i t i o n s ,  c o n t r a d i c t e d  b y  

t h e  w h o le  d r i f t  o f  P a u l ' s  t h o u g h t ;  e v e n  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  R e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h o u g h  P a u l  u n d o u b t e d l y  

b e l i e v e d  i n  i t ,  was n o t  t h e  t r u e  c e n t r e  f o r  h i m . ^  So 

A r n o l d  c o m p l e t e s  h i s  c o n t r a s t .  P a u l  h i m s e l f ,  he  s a y s ,

'w o u ld  h a v e  t o l d  P u r i t a n i s m  t h a t  e v e r y  S u n d a y ,
-when i n  a l l  i t s  c o u n t l e s s  c h a p e l s  i t  r e a d s  h im  
a n d  p r e a c h e s  f r o m  h i m ,  t h e  v e i l  i s  u p o n  i t s
h e a r t ' . 12)

S i n c e  A r n o l d ' s  a im  was t o  t r e a t  S t .  P a u l  a s  he  w o u l d  

a n y  o t h e r  g r e a t  a u t h o r ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  c r i t i c i s e  

h i s  m e t h o d  f r o m  a  l i t e r a r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ;  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

t h a t  m u s t  a r i s e  i s  w h e t h e r  he  s u c c e e d e d  i n  ' s e e i n g  S t .  P a u l  

a s  he r e a l l y  i s ' ,  i n  a p p r o a c h i n g  h im  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  own p r i n c i p l e s .

I t  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  he  d i d  s u c c e e d  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t a s k ;  t h e  f a u l t  i n  S t .  P a u l  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  

s e e m s  t o  b e  t h a t  he  a p p r o a c h e d  h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  t o o

( 1 )  I b i d ,  p .  8 3 . o f .  p p .  <7— a b o v e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
A r n o l d ' s  i d e a  o f  t h e  ' b u r i e d  l i f e *  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h i s  p a s s a g e .  v .  a l s o  p .  81 b e l o w .

( 2 )  S t .  P .  & P .  p .  1 1 4 .
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c o m p e ll in g  a purpose and a t h e s i s  too  f u l l y  d e f in e d :  th e

purpose b e in g  to shew modem P u r ita n s  th a t  th e  d o c t r in a l  

b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  d i s s e n t  had crumbled away, and the  t h e s i s  

b e in g  th a t  Paul d id  n o t  te a ch  what P u r ita n ism  s a id  he did* 

A rnold i s  th e r e fo r e  p reven ted  from coming to  h i s  s tu d y  w ith  

the  p la in  q u e s t io n ,  ’what e x a c t l y  d id  P aul t e a c h ? '  and 

’true c r i t i c i s m *  i s  t h a t  much f u r th e r  away.

The c r i t i c a l  p r o c e ss  by which Arnold g iv e s  g r e a te r  

prominence to  P a u l ' s  'unconscious* id e a s  than to  h i s  

c o n s c io u s  ones i s  o f  d o u b tfu l v a lu e ,  though i t  i s  c l e a r  

th a t  he was l e d  to  i t  b y - h is  n o t io n  o f  the 'b u r ied  l i f e ' . ^ ^ ^
( 2 )To ta k e  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  in s t a n c e ,  P a u l ' s  id e a  o f  r e s u r r e c t io n ,  

i t  seems c e r t a in  th a t  the  A p o s t l e ' s  'n e c r o s i s '  -  w hich  

Arnold r i g h t l y  em phasises -  was co m p le te ly  dependent on th e  

p h y s ic a l  and m iracu lou s R e su r r e c t io n  o f  Our Lord. Whether 

Paul was r ig h t  or wrong does n ot concern  the  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ;  

b u t i t  may be asked whether ' n e c r o s i s '  as  Paul t e a c h e s  i t  

i s  p o s s i b l e  a p a rt  from b e l i e f  in  the R e su r r e c t io n  of C h r is t ,  

e x c e p t  as  a s u b j e c t iv e  em otion .

D o u b t fu l , a l s o ,  i s  A rn o ld 's  method when' S t .  Paul 

appears to  support the  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t r in e s .  In d i s c u s s i n g  

the  thorny q u e s t io n  o f  P a u l ' s  t e a c h in g  on p r e d e s t in a t io n ,

(1 )  V .  pp. above.
(2 )  S t .  P. & P . ,  pp. 8 1 -8 5 .
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f o r  e x a m p l e ,  he  shew s  how t h e  A p o s t l e  was m o t i v a t e d  b y  a w e :

' I t  i s  n o t  o f  h im  t i i a t  w i l l e t h  o r  o f  h im  t h a t  
r u n n e t h ,  b u t  o f  God t h a t  s h e w e t h ' m e r c y  * • ' I I

T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  m a s t e r - t h o u g h t  o f  C a l v i n i s m ;  b u t

A r n o l d  c a n n o t  a l l o w  P a u l ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i t  a n y  m o re  t h a n

he  c a n  A u g u s t i n e ' s  o r  C a l v i n ' s .  ' I t  may b e  r e g r e t t e d ' ,  h e

s a y s ,

' f o r  t h e  sa l ie  o f  t h e  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  
- e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r i n e ,  t h a t  P a u l  d i d  n o t  s t o p  

h e r e ' .  ̂2 )

T h i s  se e m s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  m i s l e a d i n g  n o t e  i n t o  i m p a r t i a l  

c r i t i c i s m ;  a n d  w o r s e  s t i l l  i s  A r n o l d ' s  s i g h  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  

w hen  d i s c u s s i n g  P a u l ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n :  ' T h i s  i s  C a l v i n i s m ,  a n d

S t .  P a u l  u n d o u b t e d l y  f a l l s  i n t o  i t ' .  ̂ A r n o l d ' s  m e a n i n g  

i s  c l e a r :  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  t e a c h i n g  i s  n o t  i n

t u n e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t ;  b u t  s u c h  a  d i s m i s s a l  t e n d s  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  r e a d e r  u n s a t i s f i e d .  T h e r e  i s  a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  when  t h e  

w o r d s  o f  A r n o l d ' s  a u t h o r  s u i t  h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h e y  may b e  

q u o t e d  i n  f u l l  a n d  d w e l t  u p o n ,  w h i l e ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  so  

c o n v e n i e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  ' C a l v i n i s m ' ,  o r  

( O r i e n t a l i s i n g ' .  N o - o n e  who know s A r n o l d  w i l l  a t t r i b u t e  

t h i s  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  d i s t o r t i o n ;  b u t  a t  t i m e s  he  was c a r r i e d

11)  I b i d ,  p .  96
( 2 )  I b i d ,  p .  97
( 3 )  I b i d ,  p .  99
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aw ay  b y  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  v i n d i c a t e  S t .  P a u l ,  a n d  w i t h  much 

t r u e  c r i t i c i s m  he u n c o n s c i o u s l y  m i n g l e d  some f a l s e .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  A r n o l d ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  

t h o u g h t  r e m a i n s  a  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d

d e s e r v e s  t h e  c l o s e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  s c h o l a r s

w h i c h  h a s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  b e g u n  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  i t .  I t  i s

g o o d  t o  h a v e  a  l i t e r a r y  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t ,  a n d

A r n o l d ' s  c r i t i c a l  t a c t  e n a b l e s  h im  t o  c l a r i f y  a  n e g l e c t e d

s i d e  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t .  H i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s

i n v o l v e d ^  p r e v e n t  t h e  o v e r - c o n f i d e n t  a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  h a s

b e e n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e o l o g i a n s ;  a n d  h i s  e m p h a s i s  on

P a u l ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d  o n  h i s  g r a s p  o f  t h e

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n ,  make S t .  P a u l  a n d

P r o  t e  8 t a n t i  s m ' a n  ' e s s a y  i n  c r i t i c i s m *  o f  no m ean  o r d e r .
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AIATTHEW ARI-TQLD'S APPROACH 1 0  THEOLOGY

I n  coiB i d e i ’i n g  M a t th ew  A r n o l d ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e o l o g y ,  i t  

i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e a r  i n  m ind  a  p i c t u r e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  

d u r i n g  t h e  ' s i x t i e s .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n  o u t l i n e  

w i l l  be  g i v e n  o f  t  h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  E s s a y s  a n d  R e v ie w s  an d  

B i s h o p  C o l e n s o ,  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  movement i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e o 

l o g y ,  a n d  o f  t h e  ' B i c e n t e n a r y  C o n t r o v e r s y '  o f  1862 .  The i n -
I-

f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  and  movem ents  o f  t h o u g l i t  on A r n o l d  w i l l  

t h e n  b e  d i s c u s s e d .

( i ) ' E s s a y s  and  R e v i e w s ' ,  B i s h o p  C o l e n s o ,  and  t h e  g r o w t h  o f

s c i e n t i f i c  k now ledge

A c o n t e m p o r a r y  c r i t i c  o f  E s s a y s  and R ev iev /s  l i k e n e d  i t  t o

a  s t r a w  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  i t s e l f ,  s e r v e s  t o  i n d i -
( l )c a t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  a s t r e a m ;  '  ' and  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  way t h a t  t h e y  

v n . l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e .  The volume was p u b l i s h e d  i n  F e b r u a r y

I 8 6 0 ,  w i t h  an ' A d v e r t i s e m e n t '  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  e a c h  w r i t e r  was
( 2'r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  own c o n t r i b u t i o n  o n l y . '  ^

(1 )  Â.W. H adden ,  R e p l i e s  t o  ' E s s a y s  a n d  R e v i e w s ' ( 1 8 6 2 )  p .  347

(2 )  T h i s  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  r a n  as  f o l l o w s :
' I t  v d l l  r e a d i l y  be  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  A u t h o r s  o f  t h e  

e n s u i n g  E s s a y s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  A r t i c l e s  
o n l y .  T hey  h a v e  w r i t t e n  i n  e n t i r e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  and  w i t h o u t '  c o n c e r t  o r  c o m p a r i s o n .

The v o lu m e ,  i t  i s  h o p e d ,  w i l l  be  r  e c e i v e d  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  d e r i v a b l e  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

♦ r e l i g i o u s  and m o r a l  t r u t h ,  f ro m  a f r e e  h a n d l i n g ,  i n  a 
b e c o m i n g  s p i r i t ,  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e c u l i a r l y  l i a b l e  t o  s u f f e r  
b y  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  from 
t r a d i t i o n a l  m e th o d s  o f  t r e a t m e n t . '
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S i x  o f  t l i e  s e v e n  a u t h o r s  were i n  A n g l i c a n  o r d e r s ;  t h e  w r i t e r  

o f  bhe f i r s t  e s s a y ,  'T h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r ld '  , w a s  F r e d e r i c k  

T e m p le ,  h e a d m a s t e r  of  Rugby, and  t h e  l a s t  e s s a y ,  'O n  t h e  I n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e ' ,  was by  Benjaminj^  J o w e t t ,  t u t o r  o f  

B a l l i o l .

A t  f i r s t  no g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  was a r o u s e d ;  b u t  a d e n u n c i a t i o n  

i n  h i s  c h a r g e  by  Sam uel  W i l b e r f o r c e ,  B i s h o p  o f  O x f o r d ,  q u i c k l y  

b r o u g h t  t h e  e s s a y s  n o t o r i e t y .  I n  J a n u a r y  1861 V / i l b e r f o r c e  a g a i n  

a t t a c k e d  them , t h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  Q u a r t e r  1 y R e v ie w , ^^^ and h i s  

a r t i c l e  may s t a n d  as  an  exam ple  o f  t h e  k in d  o f  c r i t i c i s m  e n 

c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e  E s s a y i s t s .

The  b i s h o p  saw i n  t h e  e s s a y s ,  b e n e a t h  a  s p e c i o u s  a t t r a c t i v e 

n e s s ,  l a t e n t  i n f i d e l i t y  and  e v e n  a t h e i s m .  He r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  

t h e  a u t h o r s '  p l e a  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h o u g h  he  c h a l l e n g e d  T em p le  

t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h in s  e l f  e x p l i c i t l y  f r o m  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  on a c c o u n t  

o f  t h e  more e d i f y i n g  t o n e  o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  The g r e a t  

p? i n c i p l e  o f  t  he  E s s a y i s t s  h e  s a y s ,  i s  t h a t  'H o l y  S c r i p t u r e  i s  

l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  good  b o o k ' ,  t h i s ,  t o  h im ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p

( 1 )  The l a y m a n  was G.W. Goodwin ( 1 8 1 7 - 7 8 ) ,  t h e  E g y p t o l o g i s t .
He was a l s o  a H e b r a i s t ,  b o t a n i s t  and  g e o l o g i s t ,  a n d  a n

A n g l o - S a x o n  and  German s c h o l a r .  He h a d  i n t e n d e d  t o  t a k e  
o r d e r s , b u t  h i s  v i e w s  p r e v e n t e d  h im ,  a n d  h e  r e s i g n e d  h i s  
f e l l o w s h i p  a t  S t .  C a t h a r i n e ' s  H a l l ,  C a m b r i d g e .  H i s  e s s a y  
was on 'T h e  M o sa ic  C o s m o g o n y ' .

( 2 ) The  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v ie w , J a n .  1861 ,  p p .  2 4 8 - 3 0 5 .
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t o w a r d s  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  w hole  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  The e s s a y s

p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  v ie w  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  c o n t a i n s  a  r e s i d u u m  w h ic h
I

may b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a r e v e l a t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  much p o e t i c  l i c e n c e ,  

my t i l ,  and  l e g e n d ;  a n d  t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  man may d e t e r m i n e  f o r  

h i m s e l f  v/hat t o  a c c e p t  a n d  what  t o  r e j e c t .  The  a u t h o r s  a r e  e v e n  

m ore  f r e e  w i t h  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ;  V / i l b e r f o r c e  b e l i e v e d  

t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  t o  b e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  

C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  and  he t h i n k s  t h a t  a  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  of t h e s e  

o p i n i o n s  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h e i r  s p e c i o u s n e s s .  He c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  a 

d e t a i l e d  r e v i e v /  o f  r e c e n t  r e l i g i o u s  m o vem en ts ,  a n d  a t t e m p t s  t o  

sh e w  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  E s s a y s  a n d  R e v ie w s  i s  f a l s e  b o t h  t o  

A n g l i c a n  d o c t r i n e  and t o  p h i l o s o p h y .

T h e n  f  o l lo w s  a d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  c o n se r v a t iv e  v i e w  o f  t h e  

B i b l e ,  w i t h  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m eth o d  o f  t h e  German r a t i o n a l i s t s .  

T h e r e  i s  danger i n  a s k i n g  'h o w ? '  o f  S c r i p t u r a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  a s  

o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t ;  t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s  a r e  a  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  t h e - p r o u d  

s p i r i t  ' v/hich e v e r m o r e  l e a d s  men on t o  s e e k  t o  b e  a s  g o d s , 

knov / ing  good  and e v i l . '

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  A r t h u r  S t a n l e y  d e f e n d e d  t h e  e s s a y s

( l )  An i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t  he  p r e v a i l in g  v i e w  o f  S c r i p t u r e  c a n  b e  
g a i n e d  from t h e  f o l l o w i n g  words ; -

' E v e r y  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e m e n t  i s  i n f a l l i b l y  a c c u r a t e ,  a l l   ̂
i t s  h i s t o r y  and n a r r a t i o n s  o f  e v e r y  k i n d  a r e  w i t h o u t  a n y  
i n a c c u r a c y .  The  w o rd s  and  p h r a s e s  h a v e  a  g r a m m a t i c a l  a n d  
p h i l o l o g i c a l  a c c u r a c y ,  s u c h  a s  i s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  no  human 
c o m p o s i t i o n . '

T h i s  i s  gmoted b y  C o l e n s o  f r o m  B a y l e e ' s  V e r b a l  I n s p i r a t i o n , 
a  m a n u a l  u s e d  a t  S t .  A i d a n ' s  C o lle g e ,  w h e re  one t w e n t i e t h  
p a r t  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  A n g l i c a n  m i n i s t r y  were  
t n a i n e d

V .  C o l e n s o ,  The  P e n t a t e u c h . . . C r i t i c a l l y  E x a m i n e d , P a r t  I I  
( 1 8 6 3 ) ,  p .  x i i .
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i n  t h e  h d i ih b a r g h  Re v i e w^ : b u t  h e  d e n o u n c e d  t h e  w i l d  t o n e  o f

one o± t h e  au thors, Rowland V /illiam s. What t h e  b iograp hers

o f  A.G. T a i t  c a l l  ' a n  a g i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  v / i l d e s t  s o r t '  was b y

now a r o u s e d ;  a n d  i t  was n o t  so  much w h a t  was s a i d  i n  t h e  e s s a y s

th a t  caused alarm, as who sa id  i t .

I n  F e b r u a r y  1861 t h e  b i s h o p s  m e t  a t  L a m b e th ,  a n d  r e c o r d e d

t h e i r  d is p le a s u r e .  Temple v/as p ressed  to  repeat h i s  d e s ir e  to

b e  j u d g e d  by  hiS' own e s s a y  a l o n e ,  b u t  h e  r e f u s e d .  A f t e r  d e b a t e s

i n  C o n v o c a t i o n  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o u n d s

f o r  a s y n o d i c a l  ju d g m e n t .  'M e a n w h i le ,  a p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  t h e  C o u r t

o f  A r c h e s  h a d  been  s e t  on f o o t  a g a i n s t  Rowland  W i l l i a m s  an d

B r i s t o w  W i l s o n , a n d  n o t  u n t i l  1 864  was i t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e

c h a r g e s  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  them v/ere n o t  p r o v e d .
f 5 )By 1864  t h e r e  v/as ' w i d e s p r e a d  p a n i c ' ,  '  ^A d e f e n s i v e  

a l l i a n c e  was f o rm e d  b e t w e e n  H ig h  C h u r c h  a nd  Low C h u r c h  l e a d e r s , 

a n d  a  d e c o r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d  t e a c h e s  f u l l  i n s p i r a 

t i o n  a n d  e t e r n a l  p u n i s h m e n t  was s e n t  t o  e v e r y  c l e r g y m a n  i n  

E n g l a n d  and  I r e l a n d ,  t o  be  s i g n e d  ' f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  God. '

( I ' j  The  E d i n b u r g h  R e v ie w ,  A p r i l  1 8 6 1 ,  p p .  4 6 1 -5 0 0
( 2 )  Rowland  W i l l i a m s  ( 1 8 1 7 - 7 0 )  He was o r d a i n e d  p r i e s t  i n  1843

a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  M.A. d e g r e e  o f  C a m b r id g e  i n  1 8 4 4 .  H i s
e s s a y  v/as on ' B u n s e n ' s  B i b l i c a l  R e s e a r c h e s ' .

( 3 )  R. D a v id s o n  & W. Benham, L i f e  o f  A .C .  T a i t  ( 1 8 9 1 )  I  . p .  279
( 4 )  H e n r y  B r i s t o w  W i l s o n  ( 1 8 0 3 - 8 8 )  1 8 3 9 - 4 1  h e "w a s  R a w l i n s o n i a n

P r o f e s s o r  o f  A n g l o - S a x o n  a t  O x f o r d .  I n  1841 he  j o i n e d  A.
C. T a i t  i n  t h e  ' p r o t e s t  o f  t h e  f o u r  t u t o r s '  a g a i n s t  T r a c t  
9 0 .  H is  e s s a y  v/as on  'T h e  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ' .

( 5 )  R . D a v id s  on & W. Benham, L i f e  o f  A .C .T a i&  ( l 8 9 l )  I . p . 316
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1 1 , 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  were  r o b t a i n e d  i n  a f ew  w e e k s .  A lone  among t h e  

b i s h o p s ,  A .C .  T a i t , B i s h o p  o f  L o n d on ,  seem s t o  h a v e  s t o o d  f o r  a  

c a l m e r  a t t i t u d e ;  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t l i a t  ' a  v e r y  u n d e s i r a b l e  amount  cf 

e x c i t e m e n t '  h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d ,  w h ic h  w o u l d  o n l y  l e a d  t o  g r e a t e r  

h a rm .  I n  A p r i l  1864 ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  was a s y n o d i c a l  c o n d e m n a t i o n  

o f  E s s a y s  a n d  R ev iew s  ' a s  c o n t a i n i n g  t e a c h i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  d o c 

t r i n e  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  I r e l a n d  i n  

common v/ i th  t h e  whole  C a t h o l i c  C h u rc h  o f  C h r i s t .  ^

I n t o  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s  t u r m o i l  t h e r e  b u r s t  t h e  b o m b s h e l l  o f  

B i s h o p  C o l e n s o ' s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  P e n t a t e u c h .  J o h n  W i l l i a m  

C o l e n s o  h a d  b e e n  c o n s e c r a t e d  f i r s t  B i s h o p  o f  N a t a l  i n  1 8 5 3 ,  and 

was n o t e d  f o r  h i s  e f f i c i e n t  m i s s i o n a r y  work ;  b u t  h i s  o p i n i o n s  

g r a d u a l l y  became a l a r m i n g .  I n  1861 h e  p u b l i s h e d  a  Com m entary  on 

t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Romans, vÆiich h i s  M e t r o p o l i t a n ,  B i s h o p  G ra y ,  

c o n s i d e r e d  ' f u l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  v i e w s ' . I n  

O c t o b e r  1862 t h e  f i r s t  vo lum e o f  h i s  c o m m e n ta ry  on t h e  P e n t a t e u c h  

a p p e a r e d .  T h i s  work h a d  grown o u t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  p u t  t o  h im  b y  h i s  

c a t e c h u m e n s ,  a n d  i t s  m a in  o b j e c t  was t o  p r o v e  l a r g e l y  by  m a t h e -  

m a t i c e l i  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  much i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  b o o k s  o f  t h e  

O ld  T e s t a m e n t  i s  u n h i s t o r i c a l .  I t  i s  s t a r k l y  n e g a t i v e  and  

d e s e r v e s  t h e  i r o n i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  a c c o r d e d  t o  i t  b y  M a t th e w  A r n o l d ;

( 1 )  R ,  D a v i d s o n  & W. Benham, L i f e  o f  A .C.  T a i t  ( l 8 9 1 ^ ,  1 .  p .  o22

(2 )  I b i d ,  I .  p .  333 .
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b u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  ...ost s t a r t l i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  w a s  t h e  b i s h o p ' s  

d e c l a r a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e , t h a t  he  c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  u s e  t h e  

O r d i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  i n  W iich  t h e  l i t e r a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

B i o l e  was assiuiied. I n  t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  v o l u m e ,

w n ic h  a p p e a r e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1863 ,  C o l e n s o ' s  s c r u p l e s  w e re  e x t e n d e d ;  

h e  c o u l d  now no l o n g e r  u se  t h e  B a p t i s m a l  S e r v i c e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  

a l l u s i o n  t o  a  F l o o d  i n  which  he  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e .

A l l  t h i s  a r o u s e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  f e e l i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  E ssa .v s  

^ d  Re%i_e.v/s c o n t r o v e r s y  w h ic h  was i t s  b a c k g r o .u n d .  V / i l b e r f o r c e  

w o u ld  h a v e  condemned t h e  a b s e n t  b i s h o p , b u t  T a i t  i n t e r v e n e d .

D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 6 2 -3  C o l e n s o  and  h i s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  w e re  i n  

E n g l a n d ,  and  Gray t r i e d  t o  s e t  i n  m o t i o n  a n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  C o l e n 

s o .  The b i s h o p s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r ;  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  a d v i s è i t h e  

S o c i e t y  f o r  th e  P r o p a g a t i o n  of  t h e  G o s p e l  t o  w i t h h o l d  i t s  g r a n t s  

f r o m  t h e  d i o c e s e  of  N a t a l ,  and  t o  p r o h i b i t  C o l e n s o  f rom  p r e a c h i n g  

i n  t h e i r  owno d i o c e s e s ,  T a i t  d i s s e n t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e c o n d  r e s o l u t i o n ,

C o l e n s o  r e f u s e d  t o  r e s i g n .  'T o  r e s i g n  my o f f i c e , '  h e  s a i d ,  

would  b e  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  my c o n d u c t  h a s  b e e n  l e g a l l y  o r  m o r a l l y  

w ro n g ,  w h ic h  I  am f a r  f ro m  f e e l i n g .  ' I n  May 1863 t h e  C onvo

c a t i o n  o f  C a n t e r b u r y  p r o n o u n c e d  ju d g m e n t  on  t h e  e r r o r s  i n  

C o l e n s o ' 8 b o o k ;  b u t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  was m ore  g u a r d e d  t h a n  i t  h a d

( 1 )  J .W . C o l e n s o ,  The P e n t a t e u c h  and  t h e  Book o f  J o s h u a  c r i t i c a l l y
E x a m in e d , ^ 8 6 2  "  )', P a r t  I ,  p .  x i i .

( 2 )  I b i d ,  P a r t  I I ,  p p .  x x i  -  x x i i .
( 3 )  R. D a v i d s o n  & W. Benham, h i f e  o f  A.G. T a i t . (1891), I .  p .  343
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been  towards Essays and Reviews.

B i s h o p  Gray now a t t e m p t e d  t o  h a v e  C o l e n s o  t r i e d ;  b u t  h i s  

p r o c e e d i n g s  were  d e c l a r e d  i l l e g a l .  I n  1865 C o l e n s o  r e s u m e d  h i s  

m i s s i o n a r y  work i n  s p i t e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  G ray  e x c o m m u n i c a t e d  h im ,  

l e a v i n g  h im t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  ' a h e a t h e n  man a n d  a  p u b l i c a n ' ,  ̂

a nd  p r o p h e s i e d  t h a t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d  v/ould p e r i s h  f o r  n o t  

d o i n g  t h e  same. A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  e n t e r e d  upon  a  new 

p h a s e ,  and B i s h o p  C o le n s o  c e a s e d  t o  be  i t s  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e .

T h e s e  a t t e m p t s  a t  r a d i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  B i b l e  p r o b a b l y  

t r o u b l e d  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  knew t h e  t i m e  was r i p e  f o r  

i t .  K now ledge  o f  e v e r y  k i n d  was b e i n g  s i f t e d  a n d  t e s t e d ,  and i t  

was n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  would be  a n  e x c e p t i o n .  Y e t  P r o 

t e s t a n t i s m ,  i n  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h  an  i n f a l l i b l e  c h u r c h ,  h a d  f o r  

t h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  r e s t e d  on i n f a l l i b l e  S c r i p t u r e s ;  i f  t h e s e  

w e re  p r o v e d  t o  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  e r r o r ,  w h a t  f o u n d a t i o n  was l e f t  on 

w h ic h  t o  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  f l o o d  of  s c e p t i c i s m ?

The m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  new k n o w le d g e  l a y  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h o s e  s c i e n c e s  w h ic h  

d i r e c t l y  t o u c h  l i f e  and t h o u g h t .  A s t r o n o m y  i s  one o f  t h e s e ,  

b u t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  h a d  b e e n  f e l t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a ,  

and  i n  t h e  ' s i x t i e s  m o s t  p e o p l e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e ' e a r t h  i s  

n o t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t r o u b l e d  when t h e y  

o p e n e d  t h e i r  B i b l e s .  G e o lo g y  and  b i o l o g y  were  t h e  two b r a n c h e s

( 1 )  R. D a v i d s o n  & W. Beniiam, L i f e  o f  A.G. T a i t , ( l 8 9 l )  I .  p .  359
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o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  t h a t  d i s t u r b e d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e l i g i o u s  

c h o u g h t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e i r  i m p a c t  on t h e  m in d s  of  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  

may h a v e  b e e n  more d i s t u r b i n g  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  R e f  o r  mat  ion^  f o r  

t h e  l a t t e r  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

a s  t h e s e  s c i e n c e s  seemed t o  d o .

The g e o l o g i s t s  were  f i r s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  an d  t h e  i m m e d ia t e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  work was t o  u p s e t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t i m e - s c a l e .

T h i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  was c r e a t e d  i n  4004  B .O;  b u t  t h e  g e o 

l o g i s t s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h ' s  s t r a t a  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  down 

m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s  b e f o r e " t h a t .  S i r  C h a r l e s  L y e l l ' s  P r i n c i p l e s  

o f  G eo lo g y  ( 1 8 3 0 - 3 3 )  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  e a r t h  

m u s t  be  d e d u c e d  f ro m  o b s e r v a t i o n  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  r e a s o n ;  a n d  i n  

1 8 6 3 ,  i n  h i s  A n t i q u i t y  o f  Man, Lye 11 t o u c h e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  

o r g a n i c  o r i g i n s .  T h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  c o u l d  n o t  be  i g n o r e d  by
( l )g e o l o g y ,  f o r  r e m a i n s  o f  a n c i e n t  man h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d ;  '  

Hugh M i l l e r  was a n o t h e r  g e o l o g i s t  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  

H i s  w o r k s ,  The Old  Red Sa n d s t o n e  ( 1 8 4 1 )  a n d  The  T e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  

R o ck s  ( 1 8 5 7 ) ^  p o p u l a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o f o u n d ,  s i m p l y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  

r a w  na t e r i a l  f o r  s c i e n c e ,  b u t ,  l i k e  L y e l l ' s  w ork ,  t h e y  b r o u g h t  

b e f o r e  C h r i s t i a n s  f a c t s  which  h a d  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  B i b l e  

n a r r a t i v e .

( l )  I n  1833 a human s k u l l  was f o u n d  i n  t h e  Rieuse v a l l e y ,  embedded 
i n  r e m a in s  o f  e x t i n c t  a n i m a l s .  I n  1857 t h e  N e a n d e r t h a l  
man was d i s c o v e r e d ,  w i t h  s t o n e  t o o l s  e v i d e n t l y  made b y  h im .
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G e o lo g y  l e d  on to  b i o l o g y .  R o b e r t  C h a m b e r ' s  V e s t i g e s  o f  

t h e . N a t u r a l  H i s t o r ^ ^ f  C r e a t i o n  ( i 8 4 4 )  was a  b o l d  p r e - D a r w i n i a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  f o r m u l a t e  a  t h e o r y  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  and i t  w as  p u b l i s h e d  

a n o n y m o u s ly  f o r  f e a r  o f  a n  o u t c r y .  At f i r s t ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  l i f e  f r o m  lo w e r  t o  h i g h e r  f o r m s  seem ed  b u t  one  more i l l u s t r a 

t i o n  o f  p r o g r e s s ;  b u t  when, i n  1 8 5 9 ,  C h a r l e s  D a r w i n ’ s  T h e  O r i g i n  

o f _ §2) e o i e 8  s t a t e d  t h e  c a s e  f o r  man’ s  e v o l u t i o n  f r o m  l o w e r  

a n i m a l s ,  o r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n s  o f  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  were  a l a r m e d .

O t h e r  s t u d i e s  w e re  a l s o  h a v i n g  a n  e f f e c t  on  V i c t o r i a n  

ÿ h e o l o g y .  Among t h e s e  was t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  new s t u d y  o f  p h i l o 

l o g y .  S c h o l a r s  c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  H ebrew ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  t h e  one  

p r i m e v a l  l a n g u a g e ,  was s im p ly  one  o f  a g r o u p  o f  S e m i t i c  t o n g u e s ,  

p o s s i b l y  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  I n d o e u r o p e a n  f a m i l y ;  t h e  s t o r y  

o f  t n e  Tower o i  B a b e l  b e g a n  t o  l o o k  i m p r o b a b l e .  As k n o w le d g e  

o f  H ebrew  g r e w 'm o r e  e x a c t ,  i t  was h a r n e s s e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

O ld  T e s t a m e n t , P h i l o l o g y , j o i n i n g  w i t h  p a l a e o g r a p h y , c a s t  d o u b t s  

on i m p o r t a n t  p a s s a g e s ,  some of  w h i c h  now a p p e a l e d  t o  b e  c o p i e s  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n ts .  T e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m  f o u n d  t h a t  some

( l )  B aden  P o w e l l ,  S a V i l i a n  P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o m e t ry  a t  O x f o r d ,  i n  
h i s  ' S t u d y  o f  t h e  E v i d e n c e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y '  i n  E s s a y s  a n d  
R e v ie w s ,  w r o t e : -

"A work h a s  now a p p e a r e d  b y  a n a t u r a l i s t  o f  t h e  m o s t  
a c k n o w le d g e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  Mr. D a r w i n ' s  m a s t e r l y  vo lum e  on 
The  O r i g i n  o f  S p e c i e s . . . w h i c h  m u s t  so o n  b r i n g  a b o u t  a n  
e n t i r e  r e v o l t  o f  o p i n i o n . "
E s s a y s  and  R e v i e w s , ( i 8 6 0 )  p .  139
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b o o k s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  were compounds o f  two o r  m o re  s e p a r a t e  t r a d i 

t i o n s .  The a u t h o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P e n t a t e u c h  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  b e  c o n 

f i d e n t l y  a s c r i b e d  t o  M oses ,  n o r  t h e  P s a l m s  t o  D a v id ,  n o r  t h e  

P r o v e r b s  t o  Solomon. T h i s  r a d i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  B i b l e  h a d  

b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  i n  Germany, whence i t s  i n f l u e n c e  s p r e a d  t o  E n g l a n d  

i n  t h e  1850* s .  The i d e a  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g  S t r a u s s ' s  Deb e n  J e s u  

i n t o  E n g l i s h  h a v i n g  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  b y  t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s l a t o r ,

G e o r g e  E l i o t  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  t a s k ,  and  p u b l i s h e d  h e r  v e r s i o n  i n

1 8 4 6 .  She a f t e r w a r d s  t r a n s l a t e d  F e u e r b a c h * s  E s s e n c e  of  
»

C h r i s t i a n i t y , ( 1854) w h ich  was t h e  o n l y  b o o k  e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

h e r  own name.  T h ese  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  ' s t r a w s  i n  t h e  f l o o d '  l i k e  

E s s a y s  a n d  R e v ie w s , i n d i c a t e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  

German c r i t i c s  on i n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d e r s  i n  E n g l a n d .

Another com paratively new stu d y , a rch a eo lo g y , was at f i r s t  

welcomed as a means of throwing new l i g h t  on the  B ib le ;  but i t  

a ls o  r a is e d  awkward q u e s t io n s ,  and the r e p ly  t h a t  the a r c h a e o lo 

g i s t s  must be mistaken was no answer.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  b e g a n  t o  c o m b in e  t h e .  

f i n d i n g s  o f  b o t h  b i o l o g y  and a r c h a e o l o g y .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  

p r i m i t i v e  p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  m odern  w o r l d  seem ed t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  

t h e o r y  o f  m a n ' s  e v o l u t i o n ;  and a n t h r o p o l o g y  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  

t h a t  m o s t  r a c e s  i n  t h e i r  i n f a n c y  t e l l  s t o r i e s  c l o s e l y  a k i n  

t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Book o f  G e n e s i s .

T h e s e  were some o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  a n d  e v e n t s  w h ic h  w e re  

i n f l u e n c i n g  E n g l i s h  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  when M a t th e w  A r n o l d  was a t
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t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  ; b u t  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  s i d e  t o  t h e  p i c -  

t u r e  w h ic h  must  n o t  b e  i g n o r e d  ~ t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  

R e v i v a l ,  o r  O x fo rd  Movement,  w h ic h ,  t h o u g h  i t  s t a r t e d  a s  f a r  

b a c k  a s  1 8 3 3 ,  was s t i l l  e x e r c i s i n g  a n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  ' s i x t i e s .

I n  t h e  C-oncluding  c h a p t e r s  o f  h i s  s t u d y  o f  the m ovem ent ,  Dean 

C h u r c h  t e l l s  how t h e  y e a r s  1 8 44 -1 8 45  b r o u g h t  a  c r i s i s  i n  r e l i 

g i o u s  o p i n i o n .  I n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 4 4 ,  W.G. Ward p u b l i s h e d

h i s  I d e a l  o f  a C h r i s t i a n  C h g r c h , and  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  

y e a r  h e  was d e g r a d e d  and h i s  b o o k  condem ned  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ;

I t  s eem ed  a s  i f  t h e  T r a c t a r i a n s  had. r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  d e a t h - b l o w .  

"Oxford  r e p u d i a t e d  them ,  and  t h e  way was o p e n e d  f o r  a  new s c h o o l  

o f  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  i n  t h a t  U n i v e r s i t y .  T he  f l o w  o f  c o n v e r t s  

t o  Rome b e g a n ,  and on 8 t h  O c t o b e r  1 8 4 5 ,  Newman was r e c e i v e d  i n t o  

t h a t  C h u r c h .

Nevmian's s e c e s s i o n  m arks  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  O x f o r d  Movement,  

b u t  n o t  o f  t h e  A n g l o - C a t h o l i c i s m  t o  w h i c h  i t  g a v e  b i r t h .  I t s  

i n f l u e n c e  s p r e a d  i n t o  t h e  p a r i s h e s  of E n g l a n d ,  a n d  was s e e n  i n  

a  g r e a t e r  c a r e  f o r  b e a u t y  i n  w o r s h i p  a n d  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  l i f e ,  

w n ic h  a f f e c t e d  o t h e r  communions a s  v / e l l  as  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h .  

T h e s e  w ere  t h e  o u tw a rd  s i g n s  o f  a  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  a s  

a  m y s t i c a l  s o c i e t y  whose c o n t i n u i t y  was g u a r a n t e e d  b y  a s u c c e s s i o n  

o f  b i s h o p s  r e a c h i i i g  b a c k  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e s ;  a n d  t h i s  i d e a  o f  t h e

( l )  R.W. C h u r c h ,  T l ^  Oxford. Moveme n t  (1 9 2 2 )  p p .  3 3 6 - 3 8 5 .
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C h u r c h  v/as. i n  s t r o n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

' E s t a b l i s h m e n t '  as  a d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  The i n f l u e n c e  

o f  t h e  O x fo rd  Movement a l s o  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  E n g l i s l im e n  t h e  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  o f  t h e r e  b e i n g  some good i n  t h e  Roman and O r t h o d o x  

e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e  a n d  i t s  

i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  i n h e r i t o r s  o f  t h e  O x fo rd  Movement w e re  s r t a l l ,  

i n  t h e  ' s i x t i e s  and  ' s e v e n t i e s , on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e

c r i t i c s ,  t h o u g h  l a t e r  some High  C h u r c h  l e a d e r s  l e a n e d  t o w a r d s
( 2 )

a m ore  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g y . '  '

( i i )  'The  B i c e n t e n a r y  C o n t r o v e r s y

T he  ' B i c e n t e n a r y  C o n t r o v e r s y '  o f  1862  demands s e p a r a t e  

t r e a t m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  d i v i d e d  men a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  d e n o m i n 

a t i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s ,  vrt ii le  t h e  more s t r i c t l y  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n 

t r o v e r s i e s  c u t  a c r o s s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .

I n  O c t o b e r  1861,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  U n io n ,  m e e t i n g  i n  

B i rm in g h a m ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e y  would  

commemorate  t h e  b i —c e n t e n a r y  o f  t n e  e j e c t i o n  o i  uwo t h o u s a n d  

c l e r g y  f r o m  t h e i r  l i v i n g s  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y .

(1 )  The R ev .  T.1,1. P a r k e r )  L i b r a r i a n  o f  P u s e y  H o u se ,  O x f o r d ,  s a y s
o f  t h e  O x fo rd  Movement t h a t  i t  ' c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  i n s u l a r  e a r l y  
V i c t o r i a n  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  o n l y  one e x p r e s s i o n  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a n d e m o t i o n a l l y ' a c c e p t a b l e ,  a t .  
l e a s t  t o  E n g l i s h m e n  -  na m e ly  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  i n  one o f  i t s  f o r m s  
Mr P a r k e r  adds  t h a t ,  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  Roman 
C a t h o l i c i s m  was,  i n  E n g la n d  t o o  weak a n d  ' f o r e i g n '  t o  do t h i s .  
U dcfts  a n d  B e l i e f s  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  ( 1 9 4 9 )  p .  123 
I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  w h i l e  M a t th e w  A r n o l d  
p a t i e n t l y  h e l p e d  A n g l d - C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  t h i s  t a s k ,  he  h a d  l i t t l e  
sy m p a th y  w i t h  i t s  i d e a  of  t h e  C h u r c h ;  h i s  v i e w  was f r a n k l y

( 2 )  A s r S i ^ e k m p l e ,  d i d  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  Lux M.o n d i  ( 1 6 8 9 ) .
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A con feren ce  o f  Non-conformists was a c c o r d i n g l y  h eld  i n  L o n d o n ,  

and  y l a n s  were l a i d .  The E v a n g e l i c a l  A l l i a n c e ,  whose m e m b e r s h ip  

v/ao d ra w n  i r o m  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g la n d  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  t h e  F r e e  

U j l u r c h e s ,  w o u l d i s e  s u p p o r t  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  no  c o n 

t r o v e r s i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  made, b u t  t h e  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t s  

00 u l d  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h i s  somewhat i m p o s s i b l e  s t i p u l a t i o n .

I n  B i rm in g ham  t h e  C hurch  moved f i r s t ;  t h e  Rdv.  J o s e p h  

B a r d s l e y  l e c t u r e d  i n  t h e  Toim H a l l  on t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  

t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  S o c i e t y . H e  was f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  R e c t o r  o f  

B i ira ing l ia- j ' , D r ,  J , C .  M i l l e r ,  whose l e c t u r e  was e n t i t l e d ,  

’Ghurciimen and D i s s e n t e r s :  t h e i r  R e l a t i o n s  a s  a f f e c t e d  by  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  B i c e n t e n a r y  Com m em ora t ion , '  H i s  a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  

o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  A l l i a n c e ,  a n d  h i s  l e c t u r e  was a f t e r w a r d s  

p r i n t e d .

F e e l i n g  now r a n  h i g h  on b o t h  s i d e s ;  t h e  l o c a l  B i c e n t e n a r y
( 2 )C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  Rev,  R,V/, D a l e , '  who a g r e e d  t o  l e c t u r e

( 1 ) T h i s  v/as a  S o c i e t y  whose a im was t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
C hurch  o f  E n g la n d ,

( 2 ) R o b e r t  W i l l i a m  D a le  ( 1 8 2 9 - 9 5 )  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r  a n d
l e a d e r .  I n  1869 h e  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  Con
g r e g a t i o n a l  U nion  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  W a le s ,  a n d  i n  1872 h e  
became e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Con g r e g a t i o n a l i s t . T h r o u g h o u t  m os t  o f  
h i s  c a r e e r  h e  was m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  c h u r c h  a t  
C a r r e s  L a n e ,  B irm ingham , a n d  became a l e a d e r  i n  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  
e s p e c i a l l y  e d u c a t i o n .  He was v / ide ly  t r a v e l l e d  a n d  a  com
p e t e n t  s c h o l a r ;  he  p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  b o o k s ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  L l . D ,  o f  Glasgow and t h e  D.D. o f  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y .  See  
h i s  b i o g r a p h y  b y  h i s  s o n :  S i r  A.W.W. D a l e ,  t h e  L i f e  o f  
R.W. D a le  o f  Birmingham ( 1 8 9 8 ) .  v.
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on t h e i r  b e h a l f .  He sp o k e  i n  t h e  B i rm in g h a m  t o m  h a l l ,  w h i c h  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r ,

was t h r o n g e d  f rom  end t o  e n d . . .men s t o o d  p a c k e d  i n  a 
s o l i d  m a s s . . . t h e  v e r y  e m b r a s u r e s  i n  t h e  windows o f  
t h e  d e e p  g a l l e r y  f a c i n g  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w e r e  f i l l e d  t o  
o v e r i l o w i n g ;  ev en  t h e n ,  many h u n d r e d s  w e re  t u r n e d  
away f r o m  t h e  d o o r s ,  so  d e e p l y  h a d  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  
s t i r r e d  and a g i t a t e d  t h e  town.* ( i )

The t o n e  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e w a s  t e m p e r a t e  b u t  f i r m .  A f t e r  a n

h i s t o r i c a l  s u r v e y ,  D a le  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  m o d e rn

D i s s e n t e r s  h a d  n o  r i g h t  t o  cor/iiTiemorate t h e  N o n - c o n f  o r m i s t s  o f

1 6 6 2 .  The * two t h o u s a n d s  * , h e  s a i d ,  were  n o t  commemora ted

on t h e  g r o u n d  o f  i d e n t i c a l  f a i t h ,  b u t  f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,
f 3 )f o r  t h e i r  h e r o i s m ;   ̂ s e c o n d l y  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  a c t i o n  h a d  h e l p e d  

t o  s e c u r e  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y ;  t h i r d l y ,  b e c a u s e  many N o n - c o n f o r m 

i s t s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  c o u l d  t r a c e  t h e i r  o r i g i n  t o  them  ; an d  l a s t l y  

b e c a u s e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  D i s s e n t e r s  d i d  s h a r e  many o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  w h ic h  l e d  t h e s e  men t o  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  

E n g l a n d .

( 1 )  S i r  A.W.W. D a l e ,  The L i f e  o f  R.W. D a l e  of  B irm in g h a m  (1 8 9 8 )  
p p .  1 6 6 - 1 6 7

( 2 )  R.W. D a l e ,  Churchmen a n d  D i s s e n t e r s . . . A  L e c t u r e  d e l i v e r e d
i n  B i r m in g h a m , 1862

( 3 )  T h i s  p a s s a g e  from Dale*  s l e c t u r e  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f e e l i n g
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  a r o u s e d  among D i s s e n t e r s

* Two t h o u s a n d  w ere  u n d a u n t e d  by t h e  p r o s p e c t  of p o v e r t y  
and  of p e r s e c u t i o n ;  two thousand t h o u g h b i t  b e t t e r  t o  be  
d e p r i v e d  of t h e  o p p o r t u j i l t y  of p reach in g  t h e  Gospel a t  a l l ,  
t h a n  t o  move a h a i r *  s b r e a d t h  from t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  of  
i n t e g r i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e ta in  t h e i r  p u l p i t s . *
-  Churchm en  an d  D i s s e n t e r s  (1 8 6 2 )  p .  11 .
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I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e s e  men, D a l e  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

c l e r g y  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  many o f  whom, h e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  p r e a c h e d  

o r  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e  c o u l d  

n o t  a p p r o v e .  He d e fe n d e d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  * p o l i t i c a l * D i s s e n 

t e r s ;  a n d  1 i n a l l y , h e  a f f i r m e d  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  

a l l  C h u r c h e s ,  w h ic h  ough t  n o t  t o  b e  b r o k e n  b y  f r a n k  c r i t i c i s m .

" R e l i g i o u s  f e l l o w s h i p  b e tw e e n  C h r i s t i a n s  b e l o n g i n g  
t o  d i f f e r e n t  C h u r c h e s , "  h e  s a i d ,  " i s  n o t  m e r è l y  a  
p l e a s a n t  l u x u r y ,  i t  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  a i d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  ' 
i inowledge and s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h . . . i t  i s  a m ean s  o f  
g r a c e . "  ( l )

The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  l e c t u r e  was t o  s p r e a d  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y

o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y .  The tow n  h a l l  m e e t i n g  b r o k e  up  i n

w i l d  e n t h u s i a s m ,  and a f t e r w a r d s ,

" i n  p a m p h l e t  fo rm  ( t h e  l e c t u r e )  r a n  t h r o u g h  e d i t i o n  
a f t e r  e d i t i o n ,  and  made i t s  way i n t o  a l l  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  The r e l i g i o u s  n e w s p a p e r s  on a l l  s i d e s  
t o o k  n o t e  o f  i t ;  f r i e n d s  and  f o e s  a l i k e  c o m b in e d  t o  
make i t  known."  (2 )

I n  B irm ingham  t h e  d i s p u t e  c o n t i n u e d ,  b o t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  

C h u r c h  a n d  t h e  N o n - c o n f o r m i s t s ,  and  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u r c h  i t s e l f ,  

w h e r e  t h e  A n g l o - G a t h o l i c s  u s e d  Dale* s w ord s  a g a i n s t  t h e  E v a n 

g e l i c a l s ,  and  t h e s e  d e f e n d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  same w eapon .  

F o r  many weeks t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  w ere  c ro w d ed  w i t h  l e t t e r s  

r e f l e c t i n g  e v e r y  f a c e t '  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e .  S i r  C u l l i n g  E a r d l e y ,

(' 1 ) Churchmen and D i s s e n t e r s ,  ( 1 8 6 2 )  p .  25
( 2 )  a 7w7W. D a l e ,  L i f e  of  R.W. , D a l e , ( l 8 9 8 )  p .  1 7 5 .  T he  B r i t i s h  

" Muse un copy  of  Dale* s l e c t u r e  b e a r s  on i t s  c o v e r  t h e  
w ords  * s i x t h  t h o u s a n d * .
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G h a i r i a a n  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  A l l i a n c e ,  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  t r y i n g  

t o  make t e r m s  be tv /een  t h e  a n t a g o n i s t s ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .

D r .  M i l l e r  h a d  w i th d r a w n  f ro m  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  B i b l e  

S o c i e t y ,  and  D a le  c o u ld  n o t  now b e  moved.  He c o n t i n u e d  t o  

t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  0 ommemoration, l e c t u r i n g  a t  C h e s t e r ,  w h e re  

J o s e p h  B a r d s l e y  r e p l i e d ,  and  a t  K i d d e r m i n s t e r ,  where  h i s  o p p o 

n e n t  was D r .  C h a r l e s  W o rd sw o r th ,  B i s h o p  o f  S t .  A n d re w s .  He 

a l s o  g a v e  a  c o u r s e  o f  l e c t u r e s  i n  L ond o n  > on * N o n c o n f o r m i t y  i n  

1662  a n d  1862* ,  and  sp o k e  a t  a  mass m e e t i n g  i n  S t .  J a m e s  * H a l l ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  a t  many d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .

C o n s i d e r a b l e  n o t i c e  was t a k e n  o f  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  by  

t h e  l e a d i n g  j o u r n a l s .  The E d i n b u r g h  R e v i e w , i n  a  s u r v e y  o f
(l>

some A n g l i c a n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on  t h e  s u b j e c t , '  '  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e re  b e i n g  made b y  t h e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s .

I t s  a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  -  t h a t  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  

C e n t u r y  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s  h a d  l i t t l e  i n  common w i t h  t h e  e j e c t e d  

c l e r g y ,  and  o u g h t  n o t  t o  s t i r  up d e ad  d i s p u t e s .  " T h i s  

r e t r o s p e c t " ,  s a i d  t h e  r e v i e w e r ,  "*"ought t o  b e  one o f  h u m i l i a 

t i o n  t o  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  s e l f - g r a t u l a t i o n  t o  a n y . "
( l )U i a r t e r l y  R e v ie w  p u b l i s h e d  a h o s t i l e  a r t i c l e '  / s t a t i n g

( 1 )  " C l e r i c a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n " ,  E d i n b u r g h  R e v i e w , A p r i l  1862  pp
577-608.

( 2 )  *The B i c e n t e n a r y * , Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w , J u l y - O c t .  1 8 6 2 ,  p p .
236-270.
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tn a t  th e  D isse n te r s  were working up th e  Coimiemorati on in  order 

to  support t h e ir  dying cause , and ch arg ing  them with exaggera

t i o n  o f th e  tru th . The Commemoration, accord in g  to  t h i s  jour

n a l ,  v/as dangerous, fo r  " i t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  announced as the  

commencement of a great p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n ."

S e v e r a l  months a f te r  the appearance o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s ,  

F r a s e r *8 Magazine p r in ted  one on *The Future of the N a t io n a l  

Church* , which, though i t  does not m ention  th e  B ic e n ten a ry ,

was probably w ritten  v/ith i t  in  mind. The w r ite r  sounds a 

warning: "Let prudent Churchmen.. .b e fo r e  i t  i s  t o o  l a t e ,  

en la r g e  the boundaries o f  the C h u r c h . T h i s  cou n se l i s  th e  

o p p o s ite  of th a t  p ro ffered  by the Q u a rter ly , v/hich thought t h a t ,  

i f  D is s e n te r s  were admitted in to  the Church, u n b e lie v e r s  would 

f o l lo w ,  and th e  Churdh be d estroyed .

Of th e  v /eek lie s ,  the S p ecta to r  mentioned the B icen ten a ry
( 2 )i n  an a r t i c l e  on 'Modern P u r itan ism ',' '  ' a t i t l e  foreshadow ing  

Matthew A rnold 's  'Puritanism  and th e  Ohurch of Sngland' and 

'Modern D is s e n t ' .  The S p ecta tor  s t a t e s  very  f a i r l y  the  

D is s e n t e r ' s  case aga in st  th e  E p isc o p a l ia n s ;  of t h e  Act o f

( 1 ) F r a s e r ’s Magazine, May 1863, pp. 549-562

( 2 ) The S p e c ta to r , Oct. 25. 1862, pp. 1185-1187

\



-  101 _

U n ifo rm ity  i t  says "Never in  E n g lish  h i s t o r y  has an  in d ic tm en t

been more solem nly drav/n up a g a in s t  l i b e r t y  o f  c o n sc ien ce  or

more p i t i l e s s l y  c a r r ie d  out." Yet P u ritan ism  i s  dying ou t,

tn in k s  the w riter , and he g iv e s  Arnold*s reason;

"Puritanism i s  i n f l e x i b l e  and unchanging, or i t  
i s  nùtk. . .  i t  r e s t s  upon one f a c u l t y  o f  th e  s o u l . ’* But

" C h r is t ia n ity  was based on a l i v i n g  tr u th ,  and n oth in g  
l e s s  w i l l  p reserve  or r e s to r e  i t . "

The * Examiner reported t h e  c e le b r a t io n  of t h e  B i

cen ten a ry , on S t. Bartholomew* s Dgy, 24th  August, 1862, and 

i t  a ls o  reviewed sy m p a th etica lly  the documents prepared by 

the  B icen ten ary  Committee. / In  th e  o p in io n  of t h i s  paper,  

more good than harm was l i k e l y  to  come of th e  c e le b r a t io n ;  

but Nonconform ists should remember th a t  t  hey them selves p er

se c u te d  when they were in  power.

The Times devoted a good d ea l o f space to. th e  m a tter ,

g iv in g  f u l l  rep o r ts  of m eetings and l e c t u r e s .  On th e  eve
( 2 )

o f  t h e  B i c e n t e n a r y  i t  p r in te d  a  le a d in g  a r t i c l e '   ̂ o n  t h e  

s u b j e c t .  T h e  . N o n c o n f o r m i s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  s a i d  t h i s  

a r t i c l e ,  w e r e

" in v ited  to c e le b r a te  (the B icen ten ary) w ith  a h ea r ty  
sympathy fo r  the  s u f fe r in g s  of t h e  e x p e l le d  c le r g y ,  a 
deep adm iration fo r  t h e i r  heroism , and a q u a l i f i e d  
re sp e c t  f o r  t h e ir  op inions and t h e i r  c a u s e ."

(1 )  The E x a m i n e r , 30th Aug. 1862, p. 550
(2 )  The Times, 23rd Aug. 1862 p. 8.
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in  sympathy with th e  commemoration, and under

s to o d  the Nonconformists* claim, th a t  t h e y  were c e le b r a t in g ,  

n ot the views of the e je c te d , but t h e i r  a c t io n .

On th e  fo l lo w in g  Monday, the  Times r e p o r t e d ^ a  s e r v ic e  

a t  th e  Weigh House Chapel in  London, a t  which Dr. B inney, a 

C on gregation a l lead er , preached. A fte r  a summary o f th e  

sermon th e  reporter  adds, **it was l i s t e n e d  to  throughout w ith  

very marked a t te n t io n ,  and appeared to  make a profound im

p r e s s io n  on the vast  con gregation ."

The Guardian^ g a v e  f u l l  and freq u en t  r e p o r ts  of the
(3 )many B icen ten ary  m eetin gs ,'’ ' one o f tiiiich has an i n t e r e s t i n g  

co n n ect io n  v/ith Matthew Arnold. This was a m eetin g  a t v/hich 

J .C . Ryle^^^ en trea ted  the E v a n g e l ic a ls  not to  b e l i e v e  a l l  th e

1 ) The Times, 25th Aug. 1862, p. 12.
2) This paper would probably be seen  by Arnold; c f .  h i s  remark 

in  a l e t t e r :  "(The Guardian) i s  a paper I l i k e ,  and 
g e n e r a l ly  read." 19th May 1863, L e t te r s  I ,  p. 225

(3 )  Reports 'of m eetingscappeared ôn the f o l lo w in g  d a te s  during
1862:-  26the  Feb, 12th Mar., 26th Mar., 6 th  A p r i l ,  14th  
May, 11th June, 13th June, 23rd J u ly , 20th  Aug.

(4 )  John Charles Ryle, a s tron g  E v a n g e l ic a l ,  afterv/ards
( i8 6 0 )  became the f i r s t  B ishop of L iv e r p o o l .  Arnold 
mentions him in  S t .? .  and P . , p. v i i .  v. Appeh.<iix, *7/.
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D is s e n t e r s  were saying . In the course of t h e  speech , Ryle  

a p p l ie d  to  t h e  D is se n te r s  the f a b le  o f the  fo x  who l o s t  h i s  

t a i l ,  which Arnold u ses  in  the same way. ^̂ ^

The whole controversy seems remote, i f  n ot lu d ic r o u s ,  t o 

day; but f  or the student o f  Matthew Arnold i t  r e ta in s  an i n t e r 

e s t .  There i s  nothing in  h is  pub lish ed  l e t t e r s  f o r  1868 t o  

prove th a t  he n o tic ed  th ese  events;  hut the p r e s s  comments 

a n a ly sed  above were d e l ib e r a te ly  chosen from p e r io d ic a l s  th a t  

Arnold would be l ik e l y  to s e e ,  and one may surm ise that, hav ing  

so d e t a i l e d  a knowledge of other r e l i g i o u s  d is p u t e s ,  he 

probably  fo llo w ed  t h i s  one a l s o .

The n ea rest  th in g  we have to  ev id en ce  i s  Arnold*s r e fe r e n c e  

to  D a le , many years l a t e r ,  in  h is  l e c t u r e ,  *The Church of  

England*, d e l iv e r e d  to  London C lergy , p u b lish ed  in  Macmillan* s 

M agazine, in  A p r il  1876, and afterwards in c lu d ed  in  L ast E ssa y s  

on Church and R e l ig io n . In th i s  l e c t u r e  he c a l l s  Dale

( l )  C ulture  and Anarchy, p. x x i .
Ryle sa id :

"I remember a fa b le  th a t  I have o f t e n  laughed a t  about 
a fo x  who go t  in to  a t r a p  and l o s t  h i s  t a i l ,  and when 
he came back to h i s  comrades, he endeavoured to  p e r 
suade them a l l  to  have t h e ir  t a i l s  cut o f f  in  the same 
manner, saying how much b e t t e r  i t  l o o k e d . . . .
The D isse n ter s  having got o u ts id e  the Church of England, 
would be v e r y  g lad  i f  t h e  E v a n g e l ic a ls  would come 
o u ts id e ,  too.*'

-  The Guardian, 6th A p r il ,  1862, p. 362.
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a b r i l l i a n t  p u g i l i s t ,"  and co n t in u es , "He has 
h i s  arena down at Birmingham . .  and then  f r o m  
tim e to time he comes up to the m e tr o p o l is ,  
to  London, and g iv e s  a p u b lic  e x h ib i t io n  here  
of  h i s  s k i l l .  And a very p o w e r f u l  p e r f o r m 
a n c e  i t  o f t e n  i s . "  ( 1 )

We cannot be sure that the B icentenary l e c t u r e s  were in  

A rn o ld 's  mind when he sa id  t h i s ,  though i t  was the  a g i t a t i o n  

o f  1862 th a t  launched Dale on h is  * p u g i l i s t i c  * c a r e e r ,  and i t  

i s  p o s s ib l e  that Arnold's i n t e r e s t  in  him began then .

More in t e r e s t i n g  fo r  the p resen t  purpose i s  the  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  th a t  th e se  e v e n ts  were a f a c t o r  in  th e  b u i ld in g  up of  

S t .  Paul and P ro tes ta n tism . In t h i s  work, Arnold em phasises  

two q u estio n s  that were c lo s e ly  in v o lv ed  in  the con troversy :  

th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  E v a n g e lica l party in  the Church of England, 

and th e  q u estion  of Church e s ta b lish m e n ts .

D a le 's  charges a g a in st  the conforming E v a n g e l ic a ls  have
(2ha lr ea d y  been n o tic ed ;  ' * and i t  w a s  one of th e  f a v o u r i t e  

arguments o f  th e  Nonconformists that the e j e c t e d  c l e r g y  h a d  . 

b een  more h o n e s t  and courageous t h a n  the e v a n g e l ic a l  c le r g y  

o f  t h e i r  own day, who remained in  t h e i r  l i v i n g s  and a d j u s t e d  

t h e i r  co n sc ien ces  to th e  Book, o f  Common Prayer as w e l l  as they  

c o u ld .  In th e  P r e f a c e  to  S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t ism  Arnold

( 1 ) L ast Essays on Church a n d  R e l i g io n , p. 185

( 2 )  p o  ^0 a b o v e .
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s t r o n g ly  defends th e  E v a n g e l ic a ls .  He d o e s  n o t regard t h e i r  

p a r ty  as one v/ith a fu tu r e ,  but he supports t h e i r  a c t io n  in  

s t a y in g  w ith in  the estab lish m en t.
t?rnThe E v a n g e lica l party in  the Church of E ngland,"  he 
sa y s ,  "we must always, c e r t a in ly ,  have a d i s p o s i t i o n  
to  t r e a t  w ith  forbearance inasmuch as t h i s  p a rty  has  
so s tro n g ly  loved  what i s  indeed the most lo v e a b le  
of a l l  th in g s  -  r e l i g i o n . " ( l )

They have avoided becoming * p o l i t i c a l  D is s e n t e r s '  on account

o f t h e i r  f a i t h :  they have ' avoided that u n b lessed  m ixture o f

p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n  by which both p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n
( 2 )are  s p o i l t .  ' ' ' They have not added t o  unsound o p in io n s ,  

th e  unsound a c t io n  of sep aratin g; by s ta y in g  w i t h in  the  

n a t io n a l  Church, they  have m aintained  con tact  with th e  main 

cu rren t of n a t io n a l  l i f e ,  and r e ta in e d  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

developmento They have remained in  communion vdth a Church 

which has not only an E v a n g e lic a l ,  but a C a th o lic  h e r i t a g e ,  

and so have avoided the narrowness of Nonconform ity. The 

E v a n g e l ic a ls  'do not t i e  them selves t i g h t e r  s t i l l  to th e se  

erroneous n o tion s  by r e so lv in g  to have no f e l lo w s h ip  w ith  

the man of s in  who holds d i f f e r e n t  n o t io n s .  '

In  t h i s  defence o f  the E v a n g e l ic a l s ,  Arnold a l i g n s  

h im s e l f  with th e  Rector of B i r m i n g h a m i n  his' d i s l i k e  of

1 ) Stn P. and P . p. V i .
2) I b id ,  p. V i .
3 ) I b id ,  p. v i i .
4 ; p . above.

«
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p o l i t i c a l  d i s s e n t ' .  I f  he saw D a le 's  l e c t u r e ,  i t s  arguments 

had no more e f f e c t  on him than some of th e  r e p l i e s  to  S t .  Paul  

a nd Prot es t  ant ism were to have; he seems t o  s e e  no d i f f i c u l t y  

in  the E v a n g e l ic a ls '  su b scr ip t io n  to  the  A n glican  fo r m u la r ie s ,  

though he sav/ some o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t h e  Broad Churchmen.  ̂

The whole question  of se p a r a tio n  from a Church was in  

A rn o ld 's  mind when he wrote S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m , fo r  he  

h e ld  th a t  sep a ra tio n  for  m atters of op in ion  was m ora lly  in d e 

f e n s i b l e ,  and th a t  i t  had accentuated  the erro rs  of P ur itan ism .  

R e l ig io n  aims at moral p r a c t ic e ,  e d i f i c a t i o n ;  and th e  bandying  

about of op in ions should be l e f t  to  s p e c i a l i s t s .  From t h is  i t  

fo l lo w e d  that a man might b e l i e v e  very much as he l ik e d ,  so  

lon g  as he remained in  communion w ith  a n a t io n a l  or ' h i s t o r i c '  

Church; the only p o s s ib le  ground fo r  schism was a moral ground, 

a p r o t e s t  aga in st  grave p r a c t ic a l  abuses such as e x i s t e d  in  

the  C a th o lic  Church at the Reform ation.

T h e  d i r e c t  o c c a s i o n  o f  A r n o l d ' s  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  

± 1 1  S t .  P a u l  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  w a s  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h o s e  w h o  

c e n s u r e d  h i m  f o r  b l a m i n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  w h e n  t h e  A n g l i c a n  

j& vangelicals held  e x a c t ly  the same f a i t h ;  'the c la im  made h ere  

f o r  t h e  B i c e n t e n a r y  con troversy  i s  t h a t  " i t  may h a v e  b e e n  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  s t i m u l u s .

(1} V .  d is c u s s io n  of h i s  a t t i t u d e  to Essays, and Reviews ^p. fl*f 
below.
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( ^^^) MÊjthew Arnold^s__Approach to  R e lig io u s  Thought

Against th is  background, A rnold 's  own approach to  th e o lo g y  

and uhe e f f e c t  of these  movements upon him, can now he c o n s id 

ered , Although he was a clergym an's son and proud of the f a c t , 

h i s  own a t t i tu d e  was always that of the layman, and he 

n ever  intended h is  s o - c a l le d  ' t h e o l o g i c a l ' works to  he t e c h 

n i c a l  surveys of r e l ig io u s  q u e s t io n s .  His i n t e r e s t  in  th eo 

lo g y  sprang p a r t ly  from h is  e d u c a t io n  and background, and 

p a r t ly  from h i s  conception  of c r i t i c i s m  as a f r e e  p la y  of mind 

on a l l  m atters th a t  concern humanity. C r i t i c s  have o f te n  

remarked upon th e  two opposing t h e o lo g ic a l  in f lu e n c e s  th at  

impinged upon h is  upbringing. '  ̂ Ppom Newman and th e  other  

le a d e r s  of the Oxford Movement he probably d er iv ed  h i s  lo v e  of 

th e  beauty in  C ath olic ism , but he cou ld  not a ccep t  th e  C a th o lic  

d o c tr in e ,  and h i s  id e a l  C a th o lic ism  of th e  fu t u r e  was to be

( 1 ) There i s  a su g g e s t io n  in  one of A rn o ld 's  l e t t e r s  th a t  he d id
at one tim e s e r io u s ly  co n s id er  t a k in g  O rders. W riting t o  
F red erick  Temple in  1869 he says  : "The t im e s ,  in  s p i t e  of 
a l l  th a t  peop le  say, are good, and w i l l  be b e t t e r .  In the 
Seventeenth  Century, I should c eat a in ly  have taken Orders, 
and I th ink , i f  I were a young man, I should  tak e  them." 

- e . g .  LoW#Ll%3%^of F re d e r ic k  Temple, ( ig o é )  , l . p . 278.
(2 )  L ion e l T r i l l i n g  puts t h i s  w e l l  in  h i s  Matthew Arnold (1939)

p. 36,
( 3 ) Cf. 'S tanzas from the Grande C hartreuse' , p u b lish ed  in  1855-

'For r igorou s teachers s e iz e d  my youth .
And Durged i t s  f a i t h  and trimm'd i t s  f i r e .
Showed me th e  high v/hite s ta r  of Truth,
There bade me gaze, and t h e r e  a s p ir e ;
Even now t h e ir  whispers p ie r c e  the gloom; 
m a t  d o st  thou in  t h i s  l i v i n g  tomb?
F o r g i v e  m e ,  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  m i n d  I
At whose b eh est  I long ago
So much un learnt, so much r e s ig n 'd :
I  come n o t  h e r e  t o  b e  your f o e .  '

V .  a b o v e ,  p p . ^ 3 - / V ^
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s e v e r e ly  purged and renewed.

lo  Arnold, r e l i g i o n  was 'm o ra lity  touched by e m o t io n ,' 

and t h e  Church in  each country  'a  g r e a t  n a t io n a l  s o c i e t y  fo r  th e  

prom otion o f . . .  g o o dne s s , *^ H e  abhorred d o c t r in a l  r i g i d i t y ,  

and here both C ath o lic ism  and C alv in ism  stood  condemned, though  

th e  o ld e r  system was redeemed by i t s  beauty  and i t s  power of 

'developm ent'. He saw the works o f  C alv in  as ' r i g i d ,  m i l i t a n t ,  

m en acin g ', as he d escr ib es  them in  h is  survey o f t h e  th e o 

l o g i c a l  sh e lv e s  in  the B r i t i s h  Museum. In  t h e  same e s s a y ,

he s a y s ,  "C alv in 's  name su g g e s ts  Dr. Ca n d l i s h . "^ C a s u a l  

remarks are sometimes b e t te r  gu ides to  a man's thought than  

c a r e f u l ly  reasoned sta tem en ts;  f o r  Arnold, th e  f a th e r  of  

Reformed Christendom^^) was in sep a ra b ly  l in k e d  w ith  the le a d e r  

of  t h e  Free Church of S cotland , a Church which even today remains

L ite r a tu r e  and Dogma, p. 16,
He em phasises t h i s  in  th e  l e c t u r e ,  'The Church of E n g lan d ',  

Last E ssays on Church And R e l ig io n , p. 152.
(3 )  'Pagan and Mediae v a l  R e l ig io u s  S en tim en t ,'  E ssays in

C r i t i c i s m , p. 227.
(4 )  Ib id ,  p. 227. Robert Smith C and lish , 1806-73 . S c o t t i s h

preacher and th e o lo g ia n , who a f t e r  t h e  death  of Dr. Chalmers 
(1847) became lea d er  of th e  Free Church of S co tla n d . In  
1662 he succeeded Dr. Cunningham as p r in c ip a l  of New 
C o lle g e ,  Edinburgh, the d i v i n i t y  h a l l  of the Free Church.

(5 )  The word 'Reformed' i s  here used to denote those  P r o te s ta n t
Churches which tra ce  t h e i r  d escen t to Geneva.
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l o y a l  t o  th e  s t e r n e r  a s p e c ts  of P u r ita n ism . The word 'C a lv in ism '  

seems to  have re p r ese n ted  to Arnold a l l  th a t  was most h a rsh  and  

narrow in  P r o te s ta n t is m .

BfR$A8t ant ism  c o n ta in s  A r n o ld 's  f u l l e s t  i n t e r 

p r e t a t io n  o f  u a lv in ism . B efore  1869 he had no o cc a s io n  to  d e a l  

w ith  th e  s u b je c t  in  d e t a i l ,  and a f t e r  1870 he d e a ls  more t e n d e r ly  

w ith  P r o t e s t a n t s  and, though he w r ite s  much on r e l i g i o n ,  seldom  

m entions C a lv in ism . His f u l l  treatm ent o f  i t  in  S t .  Paul  and 

P r ù te s ta n t is m  i s  th e r e fo r e  unique.

He b e l i e v e s  th a t  C alv in ism  has wrecked P a u l ' s  te a c h in g ,  

and f i n d s  th a t  h i s  own approach to r e l i g i o n  i s  from the o p p o s i te  

p o le  t o  that of C a lv in 's  d i s c i p l e s .  Arnold was sure th a t  

^^Tigioii sh o u ld  on ly  s t a t e  what can be v e r i f i e d  by the ' s c i e n t i f i c  

s e n s e ' ,  th e  f a c u l t y  which weighs s ta te m e n ts  by e x p e r ie n c e .

He im agines ' the men of s c i e n c e '  sa y in g  to  th e  t h e o lo g ia n s ,

'k/e, to o ,  v/ould g la d ly  say  God, i f  o n ly ,  th e  moment one sa y s  

God, you would n o t p e s t e r  one w ith  your p r e t e n s io n s  o f  knowing 

a l l  about h im ." '  ̂ I t  i s  u s e l e s s  to  p lea d  th a t  th e o lo g y  i s  

a s c i e n c e ,  f o r  Arnold r e p l i e s  th a t  i t  d e a ls  w ith  what cannot  

be t e s t e d .  The only d e f i n i t i o n  o f  God th a t  he can  a l lo w  i s  

th e  ' stream  o f  tendency by which a l l  t h in g s  s t r i v e  t o  f u l f i l  

th e  law o f  t h e ir  b e i n g ; ' t h i s  may be c a l l e d  ' th e  fo u n ta in

( l )  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t is m , pp. 11-12  
(-2) I b id ,  p..  12 c f .  L i t ,  and Dogma, p . 31
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o f  a l l  g o o d n e s s ' ,  b ecau se  a l l  w e lfa r e  c o n s i s t s  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  

th e  law o f  o n e 's  b e in g ,

\ / i t h  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  Arnold c o n tr a s t e d  ' the  l i c e n s e  of 

a f f ir m a t io n  about God and h is  p r o c e e d in g s ,  in  which the r e l i 

g io u s  world i n d u l g e . ' ( Cal v i ni s m was th e  c h ie f  o f fe n d e r ,

' t a lk i n g  a b o u t  God ju s t  as i f  He were a man in  the n e x t  
( 2 )s t r e e t , ' '  The s c i e n t i f i c  sen se  demands v e r i f i c a t i o n  of th e  

C a l v i n i s t ' s  s ta te m e n ts ,  and i s  r e fe r r e d  to  S t .  P a u l.  I t  i s  

t r u e ,  sa y s  Arnold, th a t  Paul o f te n  t a l k s  l i k e  C a lv in ism ; but' 

' t h i s  i s  on ly  p ush in g  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  a s ta g e  fu r th e r  b a c k ' ; 

th e  s c i e n t i f i c  se n se  t r e a t s  P a u l ' s  a s s e r t io n s  as b e in g  o f  no 

consequence when he ' f a l l s  in to '  C a l v i n i s m . R e l i g i o n  may 

speak p o e t i c a l l y  and f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  but i f  i t  i s  c r y s t a l l i s e d  

i n t o  fo rm a l th e o lo g y  i t s  s ta te m en ts  must stand  the t  e s t  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  In t h i s  way Arnold t r i e s  t o  r e c o n 

c i l e  r e l i g i o n  and ' s c i e n c e * .

Having made h i s  ov/n p o s i t i o n  c l e a r ,  he g iv e s  an o u t l i n e  

o f  C a l v i n i s t i c  d o c tr in e ,  f r e e l y  u s in g  and cond en sing  the

( 1 )  St p  IQ.

(2 )  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , p. 10

(3 )  I b id ,  p. 99. o f .  p . 11.
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W estm inster C o n fess io n  o f  1 6 4 7 , He e x t r a c t s  th e  o u ts ta n d 

in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of C a lv in ' s  th e o lo g y :  "There i s  very  l i t t l e  

o f  what God th in k s  and does."^'^) T h is ,  to  him, i s  a f a u l t ,  fo r  

we cannot know what God th in k s  and d o e s ,  and we ought n o t  to  

in d u lg e  in  v a i n  s p e c u la t io n .

L eaving Calv^misiii fo r  a t im e, A rnold  turns to  th e  Arminian  

attem pt to  evade the  d o c tr in e  o f p r e d e s t in a t io n .  He s e e s  th a t  

Vi/eleyan Methodism i s  Arminian, and r e c a l l s  th a t  John W esley  

c a l l e d  h i s  magazine the Arminian M a g a z i n e ; h e  a p p r e c ia te s  

t h i s  attem pt to avo id  the r i g i d  l o g i c  of C a lv in ism , hut 'C a lv in 

ism  i s  both  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  more c o h e r e n t ,  and a l s o  shows a deeper  

s e n s e  of r e a l i t y  than Arminianism; and Arminianism f a l l s  in to

(l)Jn.Æfe- S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , p p .10, 174 Arnold quotes a 
lorg- p a ssa g e ,  but g iv e s  no r e fe r e n c e .  T h is  p a ssa g e ,  
b e g in n in g  ' I t  i s  agreed  between God and the M ediator , J esu s  
C h r i s t . . . '  p ro v id es  Arnold with support f o r  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  th e  'p a r t i e s - c o n t r a c t o r s '  a t t i t u d e .  Dr. A .Dakin, th e  
author of C alv in ism  (London 1940 & 1949) w r it e s

' Your q u o t a t i o n . . .h a r d ly  ©o.unds l i k e  C a lv in ;  it s t r i k e s  me 
as a very  crude s t a t e m e n t . '

N e ith e r  the  word 'b a r g a in '  nor t h e  phrase  'C o u n c il  o f  t h e  
T r in i t y '  (S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , p . 15) occu rs  in  th e  
W estm inster C o n fe s s io n ,  

c f .  T h is  comment by a t h e o lo g ia n : -
"Contract p a sse d  in  the C o u n c il  of t h e  T r in i ty "  -  This  

phrase i s  w e l l  known as one w ith  which Matthew Arnold ma de 
freq u en t  and s a r c a s t i c  p la y .  I t s  a p tn ess  cannot be d i s 
p uted . But i t  i s  in c o r r e c t  to  r e p r e se n t  i t  as n a t u r a l l y  
o ccu rr in g  in  th e  W estm inster C o n fe s s io n  i t s e l f ,  as Arnold  
in e  one p la c e  sa y s  i t  d oes ."
-  Henry W. C lark , The Cross and th e  E te r n a l Order (1943)  

p. 225, n . 1.
S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , p . 17 
I b id ,  p. 21
I b id ,  p . 21 -
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the  same error  o f  anthropomorphism. L ike C a lv in ism , i t  a l s o  

' r e s t s . . . o n  th e  a s s e r t i o n  of c e r t a in  m in u te ly  d e sc r ib e d  p roceed 

in g s  on God's p a r t ,  independent o f  u s ,  our e x p e r ie n c e ,  and our 
( l )w i l l . ' So th e  Arminian, or -  as he somewhat in a c c u r a t e ly

c a l l s  i t  -  the M eth od ist  wing of P u r ita n ism  comes ou t of the  

exam in ation  no b e t t e r  than C a lv in ism , though i t  i s  upon C alv in ism  

th a t  Arnold f i x e s  h i s  s e v e r e s t  s t r i c t u r e s .

A t h e o lo g ia n  would c e r t a i n l y  f in d  much erro r  in  A r n o ld 's  

c r i t i c i s m  of Calviiism; but Arnold would prob ab ly  have met any 

such a c c u s a t io n s  w ith  a sm ile ,  answering th a t  he was n o t  a 

'm aster  i n  I s r a e l ' ,  but ' a v o ic e  from t h e  world o f l i t e r a t u r e ^

The W estm inster C o n fe s s io n  i s  not a document of great  

l i t e r a r y  v a lu e ;  b u t , whether or not Arnold was f a i r  to  i t ,  he 

misunderstood C alv in ism . He a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h i s  system  regards  

God as a 'm a g n if ie d  and n o n -n a tu ra l  man' who redeems one man 

or n a t io n  r a th e r  than another 'a t  h i s  mere good p le a s u r e ' .  But 

th e  W estm inster C o n fess io n , on which he draws f o r  h i s  a cco u n t,  

does not say t h i s ;  i t  s a y s ,  ' accord in g  t o  th e  u n sea rch a b le  

c o u n se l  o f  h i s  own w i l l , ' and ' accord in g  to  h i s  e t e r n a l  and 

im putable p urpose , and the s e c r e t  co u n se l  and good p le a su r e  o f  

h i s  w i l l , ' The words ' u n search ab le ' and ' s e c r e t ' do not s u g g e s t  

a 'man in  the next s t r e e t ' ,  and to  o ver look  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e

I
(1 )  S t .  Paul and P ro tea tan ism  , p. 27

(2 )  E ssays  by Matthew A rn o ld , p . 4 4 4 .



— 113 —

seems a x a i i l t  in  c r i t i c i s m  w hich  Arnold would not have condoned  

in  o th e r s .  I t  ma.y be th a t  h e  was i r r i t a t e d  by th e  phrase ' good  

p le a su }? e ' , and turned i t ,  by a n a tu r a l  p r o c e s s  o f  th o u g h t , in to  

'mere good, p le a s u r e ' .

Between Arnold th e  hum anist, and th e  C a lv in i s t  w ith  h i s

e x a l te d  c o n c e p t io n  o f  the S o v e r e ig n ty  of God, th e r e  i s  f i x e d

an alm ost im passab le  g u l f ,  and A rn o ld 's  r e a d e rs  to d a y  sh ou ld

not blame him f o r  la c k  o f  i n s i g h t .  W riting  in  1869, he was

l i k e l y  to  see  C a lv in  in  the d r e ss  o f  th e  contemporary P r o t e s t a n t

D is s e n t e r ,  and to  a t t r ib u t e  to  C a lv in 's  sy stem  the narrowness

and ex a g g e r a t io n  around him. A t h e o lo g ia n  o f  our day who has

c o n tr ib u te d  towards a r e v a lu a t io n  o f  C a lv in ism  w r it e s  :

" C a lv in 's  g r e a t  p r in c ip l e ,  " S cr ip tu ra  duce e t  
m agistra" , cou ld  d egen erate  in t o  a narrow b i b l i c i s m  
in  the hands of l a t e r  C alvanism ,"(l) and Arnold r e a l i s e d

th a t  a d e t e r io r a t io n  had s e t  in  as e a r ly  as th e  m idd le  o f th e
/  p  \

se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y . '  ̂ He d id  n o t  t a k e  th e  n e x t  s t e p  and  

s e e  that V ic to r ia n  P u r ita n ism , as r e p r e se n te d  by the Non

co n fo rm ist  Churches, had d egen erated  in t o  som ething th a t  the  

e a r ly  reform ers would hard ly  have reco g n ised .

T his was A rn o ld 's  v ie w  of C a lv in ism  and o f  th e  E v a n g e l ic a l s ;  

he shunned r i g i d i t y  and exact  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  and took  

as h i s  gu ide  to  the B ib le  the  o ld  Jew ish  maxim, "The law  speak s

(1) J . S .  Whale, C h r is t ia n  D o ctr in e  (Cambridge U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,
1 9 4 1 ) ,  p. 16

(2 ) V. S t .  Pau l and P r o te s ta n t is m  , p . 18.
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w i t i l  t h e  t o n g u e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  men" ( '  B u t  wha t  was h i s  

a b t i t u d e  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  whose d i f f i c u l t i e s  h a v e
/ o\

b e e n  o u t l i n e d  abo v e?

H e r e  A r n o l d  p e r p l e x e d  t h o s e  who h a d  come t o  r e g a r d  h im  a s  a  

f e l l o w  l i b e r a l ;  h e  condem ned  B i s h o p  C o l e n s o ' s  b o o k ,  a n d  h e l d  

a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  E s s a y s  and. R e v i e w s . I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  

h i s  met h e r ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  h e  shew s  some s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e i r  

a im s  ;

' C e r t a i n l y  t h e  w i n e  o f  t h e  E s s a y s  i s  r a t h e r  new a n d  
f e r m e n t i n g  f o r  t h e  o l d  b o t t l e s  o f  A n g l i c a n i s m .
S t i l l  t h e  t e n d e n c y  i n  E n g l a n d  i s  so  s t r o n g  t o  
a d m i t  n o v e l t i e s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a n n e l  o f  some 

o l d  f o r m ,  t h a t  p e r h a p s  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  way t h a t  
r e l i g i o n  i n  E n g l a n d  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  r e n e w  i t s e l f ,  
a nd  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  E s s a y i s t s  may h a v e  some 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e i r  s e e m i n g l y  
f a l s e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  p a t i e n c e  i n  t h i s  c o n f i d e n c e . "  ̂ '

T h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  s y m p a th y  was m i n g l e d  w i t h  much c a u t i o n ;  

i n  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,  w r i t t e n  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  

m e n t i o n s  ' C o l e n s o  a n d  C D 's  j e j u n e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  m a n n e r  o f  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  B i b l i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  and c o n t r a s t s  i t  w i t h  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  

S p i n o z a :

' S p i n o z a  b r o a c h e s  h i s  ( h e r e s y )  i n  t h a t  e d i f y i n g  and  
p i o u s  s p i r i t  b y  w h i c h  a l o n e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s u c h  
m a t t e r s  c a n  b e  made f r u i t f u l ,  w h i l e  C o l e n s o  a n d  t h e  
E n g l i s h  E s s a y i s t s ,  f r o m  t h e i r  n a r r o w n e s s  and  want  / .v 
o f  p o w e r ,  more  t h a n  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  c a u s e ,  d o  n o t .  ' '  '

( l )  S t . ' P a u l  a n d  p r o t e s t a n t sm, p .  31
2)  p p .
3 )  I 4 t h  M a rc h ,  1 8 6 1 .  L e t t e r s , I .  p .  152
4)  1 9 t h  Nov.  1862  L e t t e r s , I .  p .  20 4  _
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So A r n o l d  f i n d s  ' n a r r o w n e s s '  e v e n  i n  t h e  B r o a d  C h u r c h m e n .

Y e t  h e  knows t h a t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  new w i n e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  i n f i r m

v e s s e l  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  f o r m u l a r i e s ,  i s  a t  f a u l t ;  he  w r i t e s  

t h a t  :

' i f  a  c l e r g y m a n  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  ( h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n )  now. 
h e  o u g h t  t o  f e e l  i t .  The b e s t  of,  t h e m  ( J o w e t t  f o r  
exar j ip le )  o b v i o u s l y  (3o f e e l  i t ,  a n d  I  am q u i t e  s u r e  
papa  v/ould h a v e  f ê l t  i t  h a d  h e  b e e n  l i v i n p ’ now, 
and  t h i r t y  y e a r s  y o u n g e r . ' ( l )

Tho l i b e r a l  c a u s e  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  h i s  ov/n; h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

i n f l u e n c e ,  o f t e n  h i d d e n ,  i s  s t i l l  p o t e n t .  He a d d s  t h e  f a m o u s  

r e m a r k  a b o u t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ' s  s e e i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

t lnough t h e  s p e c t a c l e s  ox ' a  n u m b e r  o f  s e c o n d  — o r  t h i r d  — r a t e  

men ox Q ueen  E l i z a b e t h ' s  d a y  -  e v i d e n c e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h a t  

h e  c o u l d  c r i t i c i s e  h i s  ov/n C h u r c h  s e v e r e l y .  '

A r n o l d ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  a t t a c k  on  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  C o l e n s o  

a n d  C o . '  a p p e a r e d  i n  M a c m i l l a n ' s  M a g a z i n e * - u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  

'T h e  B i s h o p  and  t h e  P h i l o s o p h e r ' . As i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  c o m m e n ts ,  

A r n o l d  t u r n s  t o  S p i n o z a  f o r  a  c o n t r a s t  t o , C o l e n s o ;  h e  d e f e n d s  

t h e  r i g h t  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  t o  j u d g e  w o r k s  l i k e  t h e i r s .

T he  b i s h o p ' s  b o o k  h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c i s e d  f r o m  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  now A r n o l d  i n t e n d s  t  o j u d g e  i t  a s  l i t e r a 

t u r e .  L i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  h e  s a y s ,  t r i e s  b o o k s  f o r  t h e i r

l \  1 7 t h  D ec .  1 8 6 2  L e t t e r s , I .  p .  206 ,
2)  M a c m i l l a n ' s  M a g a z i n e , J a n .  1 8 6 3 ,  p p .  2 4 1 - 2 5 6
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i i i l l u e n c e  on c u l t u r e  g e n e r a l l y ;  a l l  b o o k s  m u s t  u n d e r g o  f i r s t  a  

t e c h n i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  a f t e r v / a r d s  

a l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  T h i s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  d em an ds  o f  a  

b o o k  t h a t  i t  e i t h e r  e d i f y  t h e  u n i n s t r u c t e d ,  o r  i n f o r m  t h e  i n 

s t r u c t e d ;  b u t  C o l e n s o ' Ès h o o k  d o e s  n e i t h e r .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  

u s e l e s s ,  b u t  h a r m f u l ,  f o r  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e  g e n e r a l  

r e l i g i o u s  w o r l d  v / i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  a  p r e v i o u s  ' s o f t e n i n g  an d  

h u m a n i s i n g ' ,  Y e t  i t  d o e s  n o t  i n f o r m  t h e  f e w  f o r  i t  o n l y  r e 

p e a t s  w h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  know.

V / i th  h i s  s k i l l  i n  c a t c h i n g  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  by  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  A r n o l d  t a k e s  S p i n o z a ' s  T r a c t a t u s  

T h e o l o g i c o - P o l i t i c u s , t h e n  r e c e n t l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h ,  

a s  a n  e x a m p l e  of  a t h e o l o g i c a l  t r e a t i s e  w h i c h  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c 

i sm  a p p r o v e s .  S p i n o z a  a im s  a t  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  ' i n s t r u c t e d  f e w ' ,  

and  h e  s u c c e e d s ;  he'" a l s o  t a k e s  p a i n s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h o s e  n o t  

l i k e l y  t o  p r o f i t  f r o m  h i s  w ork  f r o m  r e a d i n g  i t ;  and  t h o u g h  h e  

i s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i n s t r u c t e d ,  h e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on w ha t  i s  p o s i 

t i v e  a n d  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  n o t  on i t s  i n a c c u r a c e s .

I n  t h i s  e s s a y  A r n o l d  d i s p l a y s  h i s  own b l e n d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e

( l )  A r n o l d ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  C o l e n s o  h a d  made h i m s e l f ,  " t h e  
l a u g h i n g  s t o c k  o f  t h e  c i v i l i s e d  v / o r l d " ,  t h o u g h  c r u e l ,  
i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  u n j u s t i f i e d ;  c f .  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  
F . S .  T a y l o r ,  C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  S c i e n c e  Museum, 
O x f o r d :  "On t h e  C o n t i n e n t  t h e r e  was a  c e r t a i n  am usem ent  
a t  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  s t r u g g l e s . "
-  I d e a s  an d  B e l i e f s  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  ( 1 9 4 9 )  p .  1 9 4 .
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a nd  l i b e r a l  v i e w s ,  v/hicii b a f f l e d  c r i t i c s  on b o t l i  s i d e s .

F i r s t  he  s a y s  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  r e q u i r e s  o n l y  t h r e e  s p e c u l a t i v e  

o e l i e f s  a s  e s s e n t i a l  to  f a i t h ;  t h e s e  a r e  S p i n o z a ' s  a r t i c l e s  ; 

t h a t  God i s ;  t h a t  He i s  a r e v / a r d e r  o f  th e m  t h a t  s e e k  Him; and  

t h a t  t h e  p r o o f  o f  s e e k i n g  Him i s  a g o o d  l i f e .  None o f  t h e

e r r o r s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  a f f e c t s  t h e s e ,  and n o  c h u r c h  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  

m ore  t l i a n  t h e s e  a s  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n .  B u t  t h e n  A r n o l d  s a y s  t h a t  

t h e  A n g l i c a n  c l e r g y  h o l d  o f f i c e  o n l y  ' i n  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  r e 

l i n q u i s h i n g  i n  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  f u l l  l i b e r t y  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n ' ;  

t h e  l i b e r a l  c l e r g y  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  f o r g e t t i n g  t h i s .  The 

f o r m u l a r i e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  n e e d  r e v i s i o n ;  b u t  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  

r e v i s e d  t h e  c l e i g y  m u s t  b e  b o u n d  b y  th e m .

R e t u r n i n g  t o  S p i n o z a ,  A r n o l d  sh e w s  how, p a s s i n g  l i g h t l y  

o v e r  B i b l i c a l  d i s c r e p a n c i e s ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ^  a n s w e r s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n ,  'V/hat  t h e n ? '  w h ic h  C o l e n s o  f a i l s  t o  a n s w e r .

S p i n o z a  i n t e r e s t s  t h e  h i g h e r  c u l t u r e  o f  E u r o p e ,  and  s a t i s f i e s  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  w h ic h  s a y s ,  ' E d i f y  t h e  u n i n s t r u c t e d  o r  

i n f o r m  t h e  i n s t r u c t e d . ' C o l e n s o ' s  b o o k  e n t i r e l y  f a i l s  t o  

f u l f i l  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  and  E s s a y s  a n d  R e v ie w s  f a i l s  t o  

f u l f i l  them  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  I f  d o u b t s  a r e  t o  be  p u b l i c l y  

d i s c u s s e d ,  i t  i s  g o o d  t h a t  S p i n o z a  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d ;

"A16ng w i t h  t h e  weak t r i f l i n g  o f  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  N a t a l ,  
l e t  i t  b e  l a w f u l  t o  c a s t  i n t o  t h e  h u g e  c a u l d r o n ,  o u t  
o f  v /h ich  t h e  new w o r l d  i s  t o  be  b o r n ,  t h e  s t r o n g  
t h o u g h t  o f  S p i n o z a . "
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A m o n th  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  M a c m i l l a n ' s  

a g a i n  g a v e  A r n o l d  s c o p e  t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  C o l e n s o  

and  t h e  e s s a y i s t s ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a r e v i e w , ^ o f  A r t h u r  S t a n l e y ' s  

' L e c t u r e s  on t h e  J e v / i s h  C h u r c h '  . He r e p e a t s  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  

t o  e d i f y  t h e  u n i n s t r u c t e d ,  o r  i r f  orm t h e  i n s t r u c t e d ;  S p i n o z a  

a c h i e v e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a i m ,  S t a n l e y  t h e  f o r m e r ; ^ h i s  l e c t u r e s  

a r e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a  g e n e r a l  a u d i e n c e , b u t  t h e y  e d i f y .  He d o e s  

n o t  w a s t e  t i m e  d i s c u s s i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  d e t a i l ,  b u t  d e v o t e s  h im 

s e l f  t o  t h e  m o r a l  l e s s o n s  o f  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t .

I n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  a r g u m e n t , A r n o l d  h a s  t o  d i s t i n 

g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l !  and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e , b e t w e e n
(t r u t h s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  t r u t h s  o f  r e l i g i o n . '   ̂ T r u t h  o f  s c i e n c e  

m u s t  be  made t o  h a r m o n i s e  w i t h  t r u t h  of r e l i g i o n ,  o r  i t  w i l l  

r e m a i n  s t e r i l e  ;

" A p p l i e d  à s  t h e  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e  a r e  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  
E s s a y s  and R e v i e w s , a p p l i e d  a s  a r i t l i m e t i c a l  c a l c u l a 
t i o n s  a r e  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  N a t a l ' s  w o rk ,  
t r u t h s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  e v e n  s u p p o s i n g  them  t o  b e  s u c h ,  
l o s e  t h e i r  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h e  u t t e r e r  o f  th e m  i s  n o t  a 
' f e a r l e s s  s p e a k e r  o f  t r u t h ' , b u t ,  a t  b e s t  a 
b l u n d e r e r . "  ( 4 )

( 1 )  M a c m i l l a n ' s  M a g a z i n e , F e b .  1863 p p .  3 2 7 - 3 5 6
( 2 ) B e n j a m i n  J o w e t t  h a d  i n v i t e d  S t a n l e y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  E s s a y s

a n d  R e v i e w s , b u t  S t a n l e y  h a d  r e f u s e d . v .  L . C a m p b e l l  & E.  
A b b o t t ,  L i f e  o f  B e n ja m i n  J o w e t t  (1 8 9 7 )  I .  p .  275

( 3 ) c f .  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  3 r d  F e b .  1863  ( L e t t e r s  I .  p . 2 1 1 )
w h e re  h e  d i s c u s s e s  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p r o b l e m .

( 4 ) E s s a y s  b y  M a t th e w  A r n o l d , p .  436
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L i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  s e e k s  u n c t i o n ^ i n  a  w o rk  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ;  l a c k  o f  u n c t i o n ,  n o t  h e r e t i c a l  o p i n i o n s ,  . i s  # i a t  

d r a w s  A r n o l d ' s  c e n s u r e :

" I  s a i d  t l i a t  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  N a t a l ' s  b o o k  was c e n s u r a b l e ,  
b e c a u s e ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  w hat  i t  d i d ,  i t  p r o c l a i m e d  no 
m o r e ;  b e c a u s e  i t  t r e a t e d  i t s  s u b j e c t  u n e d i f y i g g l y . " ( 2 )

A r n o l d  p l a c e d  h i m s e l f  i n  a d e l i c a t e  a n d  awkward  p o s i t i o n  

b y  t h e s e  two e s s a y s , and i t  i s  n o t  s u i p r i s i n g  t h a t  h e  was m i s 

u n d e r s t o o d .  S u p e r f i c i a l l y  h i s  a t t i t u d e  seem ed  t o  b e ,  k e e p  

B i b l i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  and  c o n 

t i n u e  t o  f e e d  t h e  m a s s e s  on t h e  o l d  m y t h s . I n  r e p l y  t o  

c r i t i c s  he  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  b y  ' t h e  i n s t r u c t e d '  h e  d i d  n o t  

mean a l l  t h e  e d u c a t e d ,  s t i l l  l e s s  a l l  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  t h a t  s l e n d e r  m i n o r i t y  who h a v e  m in d s  f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  

h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  d e t a i l s .  'T h e  m a n y ' m e a n t  e v e r y o n e  

e l s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who h a d  r e c e i v e d  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d .  He n e v e r  i n t  e n d e d  t o  a d v o 

c a t e  ' economy o f  t r u t h ' ; h e  m e r e l y  m ea n t  t h a t  f o r  p u r p o s e s  

o f  e d i f i c a t i o n  -  w h ic h  i s  t h e  c h i e f  p u r p o s e  of  r e l i g i o n  -  a  

c o n s t i ^ u c t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e s t r u c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  s h o d l d  be  

a d o p t e d .  , ’

( 1 )  The  w ord  ' u n c t i o n '  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  u s e ;  b u t
A r n o l d  u s e d  i t  w i t h  t h e  m e a n i n g  g i v e n  u n d e r  3 ( b )  i n  t h e
New Eng l i s h  D i c t i o n a r y ; -  "Deep  s p i r i t u a l  f e e l i n g ,  o r  t h e
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n  l a n g u a g e  an d  u t t e r a n c e  ; m a n n e r  
s u g g e s t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  e a r n e s t n e s s  o r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s . "

( 2 )  E s s a y s  by M a t th e w  A r n o l d  ( O x f o r d ,  1 9 2 2 )  p .  437
( 3 ) P . D .  M a u r i c e  w r o t e  an  a r t i c l e ,  ' S p i n o z a  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  A r n o l d '

( S p e c t a t o r ,  3 r d  J a n .  1863)  i n  w h i c h  h e  I n f e r j ^  t h a t  A r n o l d  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d i d  n o t  n e e d  T e l i g i o n .
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I t  be  a s k e d  hov/ f a r  A r n o l d ' s  ovm ' t h e o l o g i c a l ' b o o k s  

w e re  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r a c t i s e  what  he  h a d  p r e a c h e d ;  c e r t a i n l y  

S t .  Pau l_  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  p a s s e s  t h e  t e s t  o f  e d i f y i n g ,  

nov /ev e r  much i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  may s t a r t l e .  T en  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  C o l e n s  o , i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  Dogma $ 

h e  r e t u r n s  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  u n d e r 

s t a n d s  t h e  t r e n d  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  t h o u g h t  :

"An i n e v i t a b l e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  w h ic h  we a l l  r e c o g n i s e  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  a n d  s i g n s ,  b u t  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  
s p r e a d ,  p e r h a p s ^  f a r t h e r  t h a n  m o s t  o f  u s  t h i n k ,  i s  
o e f a i l i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o n  i n  w h i c h  we h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  • 
u p . " ( l )

He s t i l l  p l e a d s  f o r  c a u t i o n ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  a b o o k  

i n  w h ic h  h e  makes e x t r e m e  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  

and  t h e  B i b l e , 'T]-^ere i s  i n c u m b e n t  on e v e o n e ,  ' h e  w r i t e s , 

' t h e  u t m o s t  d u t y  o f  c o n s i d e r a t e n e s s  a n d  c a u t i o n . T r u t h ,  

i n  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s ,  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  t o  b e  p r o c l a i m e d ;  h e  who 

t h i n k s  t h a t  h i s  t r u t h  m u s t  b e  p r o c l a i m e d ,  w hen ,  w h e r e ,  a n d  t o  

whom h e  w i l l ,  i s  ' a  man whose  t r u t h  i s  h a l f  b l u n d e r ,  and w h o l l y  

u s e l e s s . ' The aim i s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  ' t o  r e c a s t  r e l i g i o n ' , 

b u t  i n  s u c h  a  way th a . t  i t  r e m a i n s  r e l i g i o n .

The c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  A r n o l d ' s  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e
I

l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  i s  o b v i o u s  ; b u t  e q u a l l y  s o  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  m e th o d .  I t  m a y  be  t h a t  he  l e a r n t  f r o m  t h e  e s s a y i s t s ' m i s 

t a k e s ,  a n d  t h e  b i s h o p ' s  f o l l y ,  f o r  he  t a k e s  p a i n s  t o  be

l )  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  Dogma, p .  x i i i( 1 )  L i t e r a t u r e  anc
( 2 )  I b i d ,  p .  x i i i .
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c o n s  uTLic t ive ,  . l i e r e ,  i n  A s s a y s  and j je v iev / s  i s  t h e r e  a n ^ ' t h i n g  so,- 

i l l u m i n â t  l u g  as t h i s  s e n t e n c e  o f  A r n o l c i h s ? :

'"To m i d c r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  i s  f l u i d ,  
p a s s i n g , a n d  l i t e r a r y ,  n o t  r i g i d ,  f i x e d  and  s c i e n t i f i c ,  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  a r i g h t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
B i b l e . "(1)

B e f o r e  we c a n  t a k e  t h i s  s t e p ,  v/e m u s t  h a v e  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  human t h o u g h t  and  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  some ' f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  

s p i r i t ' ; t h a t  i s ,  we m u s t  h a v e  c u l t u r e ,  we m u s t  p r a c t i s e  t h a t  

f r e e  p l a y  o f  mind w h ic h  i s  a p a r t  o f  t r u e  c r i t i c i s m .  I t  i s  a 

d i x ' f e r e n c e  of  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  A r n o l d  f r o m  t h e  e s s a y i s t s  

a n d  G o l e n s o .  V e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  means no m ore  t o  h im  t h a n  i t  

d o e s  t o  B e n j a m i n  J o w e t t ,  b u t  A r n o l d  f i l l s  t h e  vacuum l e f t  b y  

t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  o l d  b e l i e f s .  He r a r e l y  m akes  a  d e s t r u c t i v e  

s t a t e m e n t  w i t h o u t  l i n k i n g  i t  t o  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  one .  J o w e t t , 

and  s t i l l  m ore  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  s i m p l y  s a y  t i j a t  t h e  Hew T e s t a 

m en t  i s  l i a b l e  t o  e r r o r ;  b u t  A r n o l d  s a y s :

"The m ore  we c o n v i n c e  o u r s e l v e s  o f  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  Hew T e s t a m e n t  w r i t e r s  t o  m i s t a k e ,  t h e  more  we 
r e a l l y  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  and  w o r t h  o f  t h e  Hew 
T e s t a m e n t . " ( 2 )

T h e  New T e s t a m e n t  ' e x i s t s  t o  r e v e a l  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  n o t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  im m u n i ty  o f  i t s  w r i t e r s  f r o m  e r r o r . '  ̂ ^

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l  a nd  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and  i t s

L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  Dogma, p .  xx
2) I b i d ,  p .  I l l  
3} I b i d ,  p .  I l l
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s u c c e s s o r s  d rew  n o t  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n s u r e  h e a p e d  u p o n  

B s s a y s  and  R e v ie w s  ; t h i s  f a c t  c a n n o t ,  i n d e e d ,  he  t a k e n  t o  p r o v e  

idle s u c c e s s  o f  A r n o l d ' s  ' u n c t i o n '  ; p r o b a b l y  i t  was l a r g e l y  due  

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  'was a l a y m a n ,  n o t  b o u n d  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  

a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  Y e t  i t  s a y  b e  due  i n  p a r t  t o  A r n o l d ' s  

m ore  ’ e d i f y i n g '  m e th o d .  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  c r i t i c i s e  and d e p a r t ,

lie s t a y s  t o  make t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  J e s u s  t h e  c e n t r e ;  t h e  r e a d e r s  

a r e  made t o  s e e  Him a s  a  m i g h t y  f i g u r e  t r iU i i ip h in g  o v e r  f a u l t y  

r e c o r d s .  J u d g e d  a s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  C o l e n s o ' s  b o o k  a n d  B s s a y s  a n d  

R e v i e w s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  d e a d ,  w h i l e  A r n o l d ' s  w o rk s  a r e  a l i v e  and  

l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  l i v i n g ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y , t o o ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  

d i l e m m a  o f  a  p e r i o d  when s c i e n c e  se em e d  t o  be  a t  e n m i t y  w i t h  

r e l i g i o n  i n  a  way t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o d a y .



-  123 -

V I I .  TdE CQNmiPQRAHY REACTION TO 

' ST. PAUL AND PRQTESTAIVIISMi .

The r e c e p t io n  accorded  to  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  

su p p o rts  i t s  a u th o r 's  v iew  t h a t  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  c r i t i c i s m  i s  

r a r e .  P r e ss  comments began soon a f t e r  th e  appearance o f  

the  f i r s t  C o m h i l l  e s s a y ,  and reach ed  a c lim ax  i n  I 87O, 

when the  th r e e  e s s a y s  were p u b lish e d  in  book form. The 

r e v ie w s  may be p la c e d  in  th r ee  grou p s:  f i r s t ,  h o s t i l e

c r i t i c i s m ;  se c o n d ly ,  f a i r l y  im p a r t ia l  c r i t i c i s m ;  and 

t h i r d l y ,  a r t i c l e s  u s in g  A rn o ld 's  essg .ys a s  a s t a r t i n g -  

p o in t  f o r  th e  developm ent o f  some p a r t i c u l a r  t h e s i s .

The most h o s t i l e  r e c e p t io n ,  a s  m ight be e x p e c te d ,  

came from N onconform ist  q u a r te r s .  The more m i l i t a n t  

D i s s e n t e r s ,  angry w ith  Arnold on a cco u n t o f  h i s  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  v ie w s ,  c o n ce n tr a ted  on the  l e s s  im p o rta n t  

p a r t  o f  h i s  work, th e  e s s a y  'P u r ita n ism  and th e  Church o f  

E n g la n d ' ,  Arnold h im s e l f  n o t ic e d  t h i s ,  and w rote to  h i s  

m other.

'My e x p o s t u la t io n  v /ith  the  D i s s e n t e r s  has r a th e r  
- d iv e r t e d  a t t e n t i o n  from th e  main e s s a y s ,  b u t th e  

two t h in g s ,  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the  D i s s e n t e r s  and 
the  r ig h t  r e a d in g  o f  S t .  Paul and th e  New 
Testament are c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d ' , /

(1 ) Nov, S, 1 8 7 0 , L e t t e r s , I I ,  p , 4 8 .
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I t  was, in d e e d ,  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  th e  N on co n fo rm ists

sh ou ld  l o s e  t h e i r  se n se  o f  p r o p o r t io n  o v er  the  new e s s a y s ;

had n o t  C ulture and Anarchy prepared  th e  ground f o r  a

f i g h t ?  As E. E. h e l l e t t  s a y s ,

*0f a l l  d i s t in g u i s h e d  V i c t o r i a n s ,  th e  most u t t e r l y  
d e t e s t e d  by N onconform ists  was tiatthew  A r n o l d . . . .
As i s  th e  way o f  hum anity, th ey  read what made 
t h e i r  b lood  b o i l .  L i t e r a t u r e  and Do^ma.
C ulture and Anarchy . N r ien d sh in  * s "l^arland, 
th e y  s tu d ie d  w ith  f a s c in a t e d  f u r y ' , /

Whether or n o t  xLrnold saw D is s e n t  'a s  i t  r e a l l y  wa s ' ,  he

adopted  an u n fo r tu n a te  tone in  d e a l in g  v/ith  i t ,  and h is

c r u e l  humour, n o t ic e d  by some r e v ie w e r s  o f  C ultu re  and

A narchy, was n o t  s o f t e n e d  in  the su c c e e d in g  work. I t

must have been  a t r i a l  o f  c h a r i t y  f o r  a body o f  C h r is t ia n s

to  be exc lu d ed  from the  b e s t  e d u c a t io n  t h e i r  cou n try

a f f o r d e d ,  and th en  t o l d  th a t  th ey  la c k e d  c u l t u r e ,  sw e e tn e s s

and l i g h t , .

fo rem o st  among the a t ta c k e r s  o f  th e  new e s s a y s  was 

th e  N o n co n fo rm ist , This w eekly  p a p er , founded i n  A p r i l

(1 )  E. S . K e l l e t t ,  As I  Remember (London, 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p . 217 .
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1841 by Edward Mi a l l , c a r r ie d  th e  m otto w hich t r o u b le d  

A rnold . 'The D is s id e n c e  o f  D i s s e n t  and th e  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  

o f  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  R e l i g i o n ^ ^ ^

The rev iew s in  th e  N onconform ist began in  O ctober

1 869 . Arnold had as y e t  s c a r c e ly  touched  the  s u b j e c t

o f  D i s s e n t ,  and M ia l l  c o n s id e r s  the  e s s a y  {one o f  th e  most 

a b le  and i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e s  o f  th e  m o n th , ' He i s  p le a s e d  

w ith  ixrno ld 's  m ention o f  the  d o c t r in a l  agreem ent p r e v a i l i n g  

among C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  n o n -u se  o f  

w r i t t e n  c r e e d s .

A month l a t e r  a n o th er  rev iew  ap p eared , ^ ^  d e a l in g  w ith  

the  second  e s s a y .  This rev iew  i s  an example o f  ' j o u r n a l e s e ' ,  

or what Arnold c a l l e d  the  'C o r in th ia n  s t y l e ' .  I t  i s  f a r

(1 )  Edward Mi a l l  (1 8 0 9 -1 8 8 0 )  was one o f  th e  m ost v ig o r o u s  
N onconform ist l e a d e r s  o f  h i s  day; h i s  c h i e f  aim was th e  
d is e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  Church o f  E ngland, and a l l  th e  
pov/er o f  h i s  nev/spaper, th e  N o n c o n fo rm is t , was thrown  
in t o  the  campaign. I t  i s  a lm o st  c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e  
a r t i c l e s  d is c u s s e d  here were w r i t t e n  by him, i n  v ie w  o f  
t h i s  s ta tem e n t  in  h i s  b iograp hy: 'In  th e  f i r s t  f i v e
volum es o f  the N o n co n fo rm ist , ( M i a l l ' s )  pen a lo n e ,  w ith  
v e r y  o c c a s io n a l  e x c e p t io n s ,  fu r n is h e d  th e  e d i t o r i a l  
m a tter  o f  the  p a p e r ' .  -  Arthur iv i ia l l .  L i f e  o f  Edward Id .a l l  
(1884 )j p . IC7 • V» Afp^dii(,  p, i~j I .
The f i r s t  f i v e  volum es o f  the N onconform ist re a ch  to
1 8 7 0 . In  d i s c u s s i n g  th e s e  e d i t o r i a l s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  Iviiall ' s 
name has been  used  w ith o u t  f u r t h e r  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,

(2 )  S t .  P. & P . . p . xv io
(3 )  The N o n c o n fo rm ist , Oct. 6 ,  1 8 6 9 , pp. 9 6 1 -2 ,
( 4 ) I b i d ,  N ov .1 0 ,  1Ô69, p . 1081 ,
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more h o s t i l e  than the  f i r s t ,  w ith  an u n d ercu rren t  o f  s e l f -

s a t i s f a c t i o n  as  i r r i t a t i n g  as A rn o ld 's  sarcasm . A rn o ld 's

a t ta c k  on P u r ita n ism , sa y s  Mi a l l , m ight have in ju r e d  i f  h i s

power had e q u a l le d  h i s  w i l l ,  but as  i t  i s ,  th e  P u r ita n

p o s i t i o n  has n o t  been  v/ealcened, P u r ita n ism  i s

'th e  most a c t i v e  and i n t e l l i g e n t  p a r t  o f  
-Christendom , and t h a t  which ha® c e r t a i n l y  done 
most f o r  human l i b e r t y  and p r o g r e s s ' .

MiaH does not n e g l e c t  A rn o ld 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l ,

and h e r e ,  f r e e d  from p e r so n a l p r e j u d i c e , he w r i t e s  as  a

com petent th e o lo g ia n .  No agreem ent i s  p o s s i b l e  betw een  him

and Arnold on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  b i b l i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  f o r  i f  -  as

ï - i ia l l  b e l i e v e s  -  th e  New Testament 'be a d iv in e  r e v e l a t i o n  ' ,

A r n o ld 's  mode o f  trea tm en t i s  u n a c c e p t a b le , ' a l t o g e t h e r  out

o f  p l a c e ' .

The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m  evoked  

a f u r t h e r  r e v ie w , and a b i t t e r  one, i n  t h i s  p a p e r . W h y ,  

a sk s  Iv iia ll, d oes n o t  Arnold in c lu d e  th e  A n g lica n  E v a n g e l ic a l s  

i n  h i s  condem nation?

' (T h e ir )  s o l i f i d i a n i s m  appears to  be condoned  
- b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  rem aining i n  th e  C hurch'.

P ut th e  D is s e n t e r s  w i l l  n ev er

'c r u c i f y  c o n s c ie n c e ,  su b s c r ib e  c r e e d s  we do n o t  
- b e l i e v e ,  subm it to  e p is c o p a l  o r d in a t io n  a s  a mere 
S ta te  ceremony, and take our p la c e s  in  th e  ranks  
o f  th e  n a t io n a l  h ie r a r c h y

(1 )  I b i d ,  June 8 , 18 7 0 , pp. 5 4 9 -5 5 0 .
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The E n g lis h  In d ep en d en t, a n o th er  w eekly  paper under

M i a l l ’s c o n tr o l  and s i m i la r  i n  c o n te n t  to  th e  I\ onconfo  rmi s t ,  ̂̂

a l s o  a t ta c k e d  S t ,  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . The f i r s t  
( 2 )

rev iew  . g iv e s  a somev/hat t w i s t e d  summary o f  A r n o ld 's  f i r s t

e s s a y ,  and i s  w r i t t e n  i n  a tone o f  r i d i c u l e  w hich d e g e n e r a te s

in t o  b a n te r .  A rnold , hav ing  e n te r e d  th e  l i s t s ,

' w i l l  p roceed  to  a t ta c k  the  most famous champions  
-o f  C hristendom , d r iv in g  the  la n c e  o f  Anselm in t o  
s h i v e r s ,  s p l i t t i n g  th e  helm et o f  A ugu stin e  . . . .  
l a y in g  the  b u r ly  Luther f l a t  . . . .  r o l l i n g  C a lv in  
i n  the  d u s t ,  r o u t in g  the J a n s e n i s t s , and f i n a l l y ,  
having  d is p e r s e d  th e  whole P u r ita n  h ord e, w a i t in g  
m eekly to  r e c e iv e  the  crown o f  sw e e tn e s s  and 
l i g h t ,  amid th e  g r a t e f u l  p la u d i t s  o f  Æînglish 
C h r is t ia n s  *.

Such C o rin tiiia n  w r i t in g ,  though p o s s i b l y  am using, i s  power

l e s s  a g a in s t  an opponent who i s  a m a ster  of c r i t i c i s m .

The second rev iew  i n  t h i s  paper ( 3 } d e a ls  w ith  A r n o ld 's  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ql S t ,  P a u l. The d o c t r in e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  by  

f a i t h ,  sa y s  the w r i t e r ,  i s  h e ld  by ' a l l  th e  ch urches o f  

C hristendom , w ith  one i n s i g n i f i c a n t  e x c e p t i o n ^ ^ ^  This

i n s i g n i f i c a n t  body, one must su p p o se , i s  th e  Church o f  Rome,

A f o r t n i g h t  l a t e r ,  t l i i s  paper p r in te d  an anonymous
( 5 }l e t t e r  in  d efen ce  o f  A rnold . ' I t  seemed to  m e ',  w r i t e s

(1 ) The two papers were amalgamated i n  1879 .
( 2 } The En/?lish In d ep en d en t, Oct. 7 ,  1 8 6 9 , pp. 9 7 8 -9 8 0
( 3 ) I b id ,  Nov. 4j 1 8 6 9 , p . IO88-IO 9 O,
( 4 ) c f .  S t .  P. & P. , p . 1 2 4 , where Arnold ec h o e s  t h i s .
( 5 ) The E n g l is h  In d ep en d en t, Nov, 1 8 ,  1 8 6 9 , p , 1143 .
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th e  co r re sp o n d en t,

'and I am n ot a lo n e  in  th e  th o u g h t ,  t h a t  you are  
n o t  q u ite  j u s t  to  the  new expounder o f  S t . P a u l ' .

The l e t t e r  g o es  on to m ention  'an undertone o f  a n t i -  

A m o ld is m ' which i s  a s  u n f a ir  as A r n o ld 's  own a n t i -  

P u r ita n ism . U n fo r tu n a te ly  t h i s  rebuke o n ly  i r r i t a t e s  L iia ll^  

he m entioned  i t  in  the  n e x t  i s s u e ,  and d e n ie s  t h a t  he has 

m isr e p r e se n te d  A rnold . He then  r e tu r n s  to  A r n o ld 's  t r e a t 

ment o f  S t .  P a u l ,  and a g a in  the  c le a v a g e  b etw een  two 

d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls  o f  B i b l i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  a p p e a rs .  The g r e a t  

q u e s t io n  i s ,  had Paul a d iv in e  com m ission  to  speak  w ith  

a u th o r i t y ?  Orthodoxy, b o th  A n g lica n  and D i s s e n t i n g ,  s a id  

he had; th e n ,

'when agreed  a s  to h i s  m eaning, a f t e r  any amount 
'Of c r i t i c i s m  and s c i e n t i f i c  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 
are bound to a c c e p t  h i s  d o c t r in e .  '

The E n g l is h  Independent c o n t in u e s  w ith  a rev iew  o f
( 2 )

'P u r ita n ism  and th e  Church o f  E n g la n d ' .  A r n o ld 's

p u r p o se , sa y s  M i a l l , seems to  be t w o - f o ld :  to  shew t h a t

b e l i e f  cannot be th e  b a s i s  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  u n i t y ,  and to

shew th a t  e r r o r s  can be t o l e r a t e d  in  a chu rch , so lo n g  as  '

i t  i s  'n a t io n a l  and i i i s t o r i c ' ,  A r n o ld 's  p ic t u r e  o f  th e
«

Church s t r u g g l in g  v /ith  P u r ita n ism  f o r  h er  openness o f  mind

(1 )  I b id ,  i iov.  25 , 1 8 6 9 , pp. 1 1 6 1 -1 1 6 2 .  
12) I b i d ,  Peb. 1 7 ,  1 8 7 0 , pp. 1 4 9 -1 5 0 .
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i s  a  s t r a n g e  n e w  r e a d i n g  o f  h i s t o r y ;  A r n o l d  s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r

th a t  the d o c tr in e s  he a t t a c k s  are embodied in  the  s e r v i c e s

o f  th e  Church. But as  lo n g  a s  th e  A u th o r ised  V e r s io n  o f

the  B ib le  i s  in  p e o p le ' s  hands, b o th  o t .  P a u l ' s  d o c t r in e s

and P u r ita n ism  are s a f e ,

The f i n a l  v o l l e y  from t h i s  q u a r te r  came a f t e r  th e  f i r s t

e d i t i o n ,  i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  'Mr. Liatthew A rn o ld 's  
( l  )P r e f a c e ' .  A rnold , sa y s  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  has a h orror  o f

C a lv in ism .a n d  D i s s e n t ,  and th in k s  the  ' z e i t - g e i s t '  w i l l

soon have m elted  b o th ; b u t i t  may m e lt  e s t a b l i s h e d  ch u rch es:

' Tv/enty y e a r s  hencej There w i l l  be no p o l i t i c a l  
- D is s e n t e r s  i n  Mr. A rn o ld 's  se n se  then', f o r  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  e s ta b lish ra e n t  w i l l  have v a n ish e d  ' .

D i s s e n t e r s  i n h e r i t  t h e i r  'w a tch fu l j e a l o u s y ' from p e r s e c u te d

a n c e s t o r s ;  and, though Arnold m ight c u t  a t  many of t h e i r

acknowledged weak p o in t® , th ey  o b j e c t  to  b e in g  w h i t t l e d

away.

'We le a v e  tir. Arnold to  h i s  e l e g a n t  c o n c e i t s ' ,  th e  
- a r t i c l e  c o n c lu d e s ,  'and s in c e  t h e m e e d  o f  th e  
tim e and o f  the  world i s  p re a c h e r s  w ith  more 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  n o t  l e s s ,  w ith  s t r o n g e r  f a i t h ,  w ith  
i n t e n s e r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  vd th  a more consuming z e a l ,  
we r e j o i c e  t h a t  P u r ita n ism  and D is s e n t  s t i l l  l i v e  
to  f u r n is h  such men, and pray th a t  th e y  may 
f l o u r i s h  s t i l l ' .

Calmer, and so more e f f e c t i v e ,  a t t a c k s  came from th e

( l )  I b id ,  May 13> 18?U, pp. 445-6 . In  th e  t h ir d  and a l l  
su bsequent é d i t i o n s  o f  S t . P, & P , t h i s  P r e fa c e  i s  
c a l l e d  'Modem D is s e n t  ' ,
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-O te is t ia n  World, a n o th er  organ o f  C o n g reg a t io n a lism  v /ith  a 

wide c i r c u l a t i o n  o u t s id e  th a t  d en om in ation . This p a p er ,  

a f t e r  summarising A rn o ld 's  argum ent, has made a g r e a t  

f u s s  about n o th in g .  C a lv in ism  need  n ot be alarm ed; P a u l ' s

d e c la r a t io n  was th a t  a l l  t h in g s  have been  determ ined  by th e

w i l l  o f  Cod. This a s s e r t i o n  o f  the  a p o s t l e ' s  i s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  f a t a l i s m ,  and Arnold lias l e f t  i t  u n sc a th e d .

The rev iew  shews no a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  the  good in  A r n o ld 's  

v/ork, and i t  i s  n o t f  o l i o  v/e d up by any f u r t h e r  comment.
I

The w eekly  paper o f  the B a p t i s t s ,  th e  Preeiiian, a l s o  

jo in e d  b a t t l e .  A s h o r t  n o t i c e o f  the f i r s t  C o r n h i l l  

e s s a y  sums up ^ m o l d ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  and ad ds, t e m p e r a te ly  enough, 

'V/e c e r t a i n l y  th in k  Be m is r e p r e s e n ts  the  P u r i t a n s ' .  A

lo n g e r  rev iew  f o l lo w e d ,  c o n c e n tr a t in g  on S t .  P a u l .  The

r e v ie w e r ,  a t  one v/ith  Arnold in  d e s i r i n g  to  u n d erstan d  P a u l ,  

i s  u t t e r l y  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  him co n c e r n in g  the a p o s t l e ' s  

d iv in e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  A r n o ld 's  abandonment o f  th e  orthodox  

d o c t r in e  o f  th e  Atonement c u ts  away the cause  o f  Paulfe 

attach m en t to  C h r is t ,  and lead® him h o p e l e s s l y  a s t r a y .  The 

re v iew  i s  co n tin u ed  in  the f o l lo w in g  i s s u e , w h e n  i t  d e a ls

( I j  The C h r is t ia n  World, Nov. 5 ,  1 8 6 9 , pp, 712-713
(2 )  The Preeman,, Oct. 1 5 ,  1869 , pp. 83O-83I ;
( 3 ) I b i d ,  Nov. 1 2 ,  1 8 6 9 , pp* 9 0 1 -9 0 3 .
( 4 ) I b i d ,  Nov. 1 9 , 1 8 6 9 , pp. 9 2 2 -9 3 3 .
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w ith  A rn o ld 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  S a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r is t .

In  1 8 7 c the  e s sa y  on P u r ita n ism  i s  rev iew ed  under th e  t i t l e ,

'A New I n v i t a t i o n  to  Conform' .  ̂ The P u r i t a n s ,  c o n tr a r y

to A rn o ld 's  b e l i e f ,  se p a r a te d  b eca u se  th e  Church was too

narrow f o r  them. 'T his new s t e p  towards com prehension* ,

c o n t in u e s  the r e v ie w , 'c o n v in c e s  us more than e v e r  t h a t  the

g r e a t e s t  o b s ta c le  to  the  u n i t y  o f  Christendom  i s  th e  system

o f  p o l i t i c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ' .

The freem an, more moderate than the C o n g r eg a t io n a l

w e e k l i e s ,  em phasises  th e  B a p t i s t s '  proud c la im  to  p r e -

Re fo rm a tio n  o r i g i n .

'Our p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  S ta te  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  
- r e l i g i o n ' ,  i t  s a y s ,  ' i e  a s  o ld  as  t h a t  i n t e r 
f e r e n c e  i t s e l f .  "What has th e  Emperor to  do 
w ith  the  Church?" c r ie d  the  B a p t i s t s  o f  th e  
fo u r th  C en tu ry ' .

H eav ier  a r t i l l e r y  than the weeldLies co u ld  m uster was
(  o  ]

b rou gh t in t o  the  f i e l d  by the  B r i t i s h  Q u a rter ly  R eview .

In  I 87O t h i s  jo u r n a l rev iew ed  C ulture and Anarchy and S t .  

P aul and P r o te s ta n t is m  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  an a r t i c l e  w hich  m ight

(1 )  I b id ,  Peb. 4 , 1 8 7 0 , p . 1 0 1 -1 0 2 .
( 2 ) The B r i t i s h  Q u a rter ly  Review , J u ly ,  I 87O, pp. 1 7 0 -1 9 9 .  

This fleview i s  the orîrÿy rorgan o f  P uritan ism *
m entioned by Arnold in  the second e s s a y  ( S t .  P. &-P. , 
p . 1 0 2 ) .  The a r t i c l e s h e  q u o tes  i s  ' The Hundredth 
Number o f  th e  B r i t i s h  Q u arter ly  R eview : A R e tr o sp e c t  
and a P r o s p e c t ' ,  which appeared on O ct. 1 ,  1 8 6 9 ,
pp. 5 2 0 -5 3 9 . '-Arnold's q u o ta t io n  appears on p . 5 3 3 .
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s ta n d  a s  an example o f  s tr o n g  i n t e l l e c t  m astered  by s t i l l  

s t r o n g e r  p a s s io n .  The w r i t e r  s t a r t s  w e l l  enough; A r n o ld ' s 

e x p o s i t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  t e a c h in g  and rebuke to  P u r ita n ism  

are n o t  to  be r e g r e t t e d ,  he sa y s ;  f r e s h  th ou ght must come. 

But t h i s  tone i s  n o t  m a in ta in ed . Some good p o in t s  are

made,  ̂ but ex a g g e ra ted  language d e s t r o y s  t h e i r  e f f e c t ,  a s  

when th e  r e v iew e r  w r i t e s  o f

'th e  sh o r t  p er io d  o f  the  Commonwealth -  w hich ,  
a lth o u g h  n o t  w ith o u t  i t s  e x c e s s e s ,  we must e v e r  
e x u l t  in  as th e  g lo r io u s  u p r i s in g  o f  an o u traged  
p eop le  a g a in s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and c i v i l  ty ra n n y * .

There i s  no s ig n  o f  an u n d ersta n d in g  o f  x^^rnold ' s b a s i c

id e a s ;  f o r  exam ple, the  r e v ie w e r ,  a n x io u s  to  prove t h a t  the

D is s e n t e r s  are  n o t  'an o b s t a c le  to  p r o g r e s s  and tru e

c i v i l i s a t i o n ' ,  l i s t s

' t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s in g  work among the  poor in  r u r a l  
- v i l l a g e s ,  and la r g e  tow ns, t h e i r  Sunday and Ragged 

S c h o o ls ,  t h e i r  Home and f o r e i g n  L a iss ion s , and 
t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  e f f o r t s ' .

But one who has read C ultu re and Anarchy sh o u ld  know t h a t

Arnold would regard  a l l  t h i s  s im p ly  as 'm a ch in ery ' ,  the

p u r s u i t  o f  w hich , as an end i n  i t s e l f ,  was the bane o f

Hebraism .

( l )  f o r  exam ple, t h a t  Arnold i  s ap t to  brand a s  ' P h i l i s t i n e  ' 
any i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  n o t b e a r in g  th e  stamp o f  th e  
a n c ie n t  U n i v e r s i t i e s ;  and t h a t  he i s  a lm o st  b l in d  to  
th e  f a u l t s  o f  h i s  own Church.
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This w r i t e r  i s  on s t r o n g e r  ground i n  ch a rg in g  Arnold  

w ith  i n d i f f e r e n c e  to v i r t u e  v/hen i t  appeared in  a form  

t h a t  seemed to him v u lg a r :

'We much f e a r ' ,  he s a y s ,  ' t h a t  the f i r s t  church  
- o f  the G a l i le a n  f ish e r m e n , as  c o n tr a s t e d  w ith  
the c u ltu r e d  " sw eetness  and l i g h t "  o f  the  
Sadducees and P h a r is e e s ,  v/ould, b eca u se  o f  i t s  
v u l g a r i t y ,  have found b u t l i t t l e  fa v o u r  in  th e  
e y e s  o f  Lir. A rnold*.

I f  the  f r e e  Churches seem v u lg a r ,  i t  i s  b ecau se  th e y  a l lo w

the p o o r e s t  and s im p le s t  C h r is t ia n s  to  have a p a r t  in  t h e i r

governm ent. Arnold shou ld  r e c o n s id e r  h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f

v u l g a r i t y .

A s e q u e l t o  t h i s  rev iew  su rv e y s  A r n o ld 's  i n t e r 

p r e t a t io n  o f  S t .  P a u l ,  and is .  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  h e a te d .

Arnold th in k s  he has a a id  enough in  p o in t in g  out P a u l ' s  

p a s s io n  f o r  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ;  but t h i s  i s  a h a l f - t r u t h ,  and 

he m is s e s  th e  core o f  the  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  w hich  i s  u n ion  

w ith  God. Paul was c e r t a i n l y  a g a in s t  A ntinom ianism , but  

i t  does n o t  f o l lo w  th a t  th e  d o c t r in e s  o f  C a lv in ism  are

f a l s e .  A gain , on what a u th o r i t y  does Arnold tak e  a m ere ly
( 2 ]e t h i c a l  se n te n c e  from P a u l,  and a f f ir m  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  

e x c l u s i v e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  Church? He s t r a i n s

11) B r i t i s h  Q u arter ly  Review, O ct. I 87O, pp. 336-419*
( 2 ) 'L et everyone th a t  name th  the  name o f  C h r is t  d ep art

from i n i q u i t y ' . ( I I  Timothy 2 ^ 9 v.  S t .  P . & P . ,  p . v i i .



-  134 -

t h i s  t e x t  becau se  he b e l i e v e s  i n  a Church t l ia t  i s  c o - e x t e n s i v e  

w ith  th e  n a t io n ;  t h i s  f o r c e s  him to  s a c r i f i c e  d o c t r in e  to  

i n c l u s i v e n e s s .

There remain two o th er  o f  th e s e  h o s t i l e  r e v ie w s  which  

seem worth m en tion in g; f i r s t ,  a s h o r t  comment in  the  

f o r t n i g h t l y  R ev iew. S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , sa y s

t h i s  n o t i c e ,  i s  'a v a lu a b le  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a R ose-L iatilda^^  

s c h o o l  o f  t h e o l o g y ' ,  and, ' i f  t r u th  were a t h in g  o f  minor  

co n seq u en ce , and j u s t i c e  an open q u e s t io n ,  Lir. A r n o ld 's  

e s s a y  and i t s  p r e fa c e  would be ex trem e ly  im p o r ta n t .  '

S eco n d ly , th e re  i s  an a r t i c l e ,  s ig n e d  K, Lawrenny, 

w hich  appeared in  the  A c a d e m y  ̂ I t  s u g g e s t s ,  a s  d id  th e  

Athenaeum, t h a t  the e s s a y  'P u r ita n ism  and th e  Church o f  

E n g la n d ' should  f o l l o w ,  in s t e a d  o f  p r e c e d in g ,  th e  e s s a y s  on 

S t .  P a u l . ^̂  A r n o ld 's  appeal to  th e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  i t

(1 ) f o r t n i g h t l y  R eview , J a n .-J u n e , 187Û, p . 7 52 .
( 2 ) A pp aren tly  a r e fe r e n c e  to  W ill iam  G i f f o r d ' s  BaŸiad 

and i ia e v ia d .
( 3 ) The Academy, S a t . , Aug. 1 3 ,  I 87C, p . 282. This jo u r n a l  

d e s c r ib e s  i t s e l f  as 'A Monthly Record o f  L i t e r a t u r e ,
L ea rn in g , S c ie n c e ,  and A r t ' ,  and c a r r i e s  th e  m o tto ,
' I n t e r  S i lv a s  Academi Quaere re Verum'. I t  iias s ig n e d
a r t i c l e s ,  o f t e n  by o u ts ta n d in g  men; f o r  exam ple, in  th e
number dated  June 1 1 , I 87C, Mark P a t t i s o n  re v iew s
J . H. Newman's Grammar o f  A s s e n t .

(4 )  V .  p .  b e l o w .
( 5 ; In  the  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  ( l8 7 0 d ,  th e  e s s a y  'P u r ita n ism  and 

th e  Church o f  England' s ta h d s  f i r s t ,  and i s  r e f e r r e d  to  
on th e  t i t l e - p a g e  as  an ' i n t r o d u c t i o n ' .  In  th e  second  
and a l l  subsequent e d i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  p la c e d  l a s t .
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c o n t in u e s ,  m isse s  i t s  aim b ecau se  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  to  se e

‘t h a t  th ere  are two ways o f  d i s a g r e e in g ,  and t h a t  one i s  as

f i n a l  as the  o t h e r ’ . The r e v ie w , c o n t in u e s  w ith  a s p i r i t e d

d e fe n c e  o f  P u r ita n ism , both  s e v e n te e n th  Century and modern,

and v /ith  an a t ta c k  on A rn o ld ’s c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m ethods.

Among the  more c o n s id e r e d  a r t i c l e s  i s  one i n  the  North

B r i t i s h  R e v i e w  ̂ w hich , though o b v io u s ly  from an u n f r ie n d ly

s o u r c e ,  i s  l e s s  p a r t i a l  than th o se  w r i t t e n  v /ith  a s e n se  o f

p e r s o n a l  p iq u e; i t  i s  a tru e  r e v ie w , a t te m p t in g  to  se e

c l e a r l y .  T yp ica l o f  the  jo u r n a l i n  v/hich i t  a p p e a r s ,  i t
( 2seems to have been w r i t t e n  by a l o g i c i a n .   ̂ I t s  comments

are  shrewd, but a lm ost e n t i r e l y  n e g a t iv e  ; th e  w r i t e r  a c c e p ts  

A rn o ld ’s v iew  o f  D i s s e n t ,  but sa y s  in  e f f e c t ,  ’n e i t h e r  Rome 

nor Canterbury i s  any b e t t e r ’ .

Two groups o f  N onconform ists  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  l a y  o u t s id e  

th e  u su a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  f o r  th ey  a c h ie v e d  a h ig h e r  stand ard  o f  

l i f e  and c u l t u r e .  Theee were th e  S o c ie t y  o f  F r ie n d s  and 

th e  U n ita r ia n s ;  and b oth  c o n tr ib u te d  f a i r l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  

r e v ie w s  o f  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . The F r ie n d s ’ 

Q u a rter ly  Exam iner, a jo u rn a l o f  h ig h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  q u a l i t y ,

( I j  N orth  B r i t i s h  R eview , J u ly ,  I 87O, pp. 6 O2- 6O4 ,
( 2 )  c f .  the rev iew  o f  C. & A. in  t h i s  jo u r n a l (v .  p .  63  

above j .
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p u b lis h e d  an a r t i c l e ,  'Paul and C h r i s t i a n i t y ' ,^ ^  s ig n e d  by 

Edward P earson . He sa y s  t h a t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  

' i n t e l l e c t u o - r e l i g i o u s  ' w orld lias been  drawn to  A r n o ld 's  b o o k , 

and th e r e  i s  much in  i t  t h a t  i s  b e a u t i f u l .  He s t r o n g ly  

sy m p a th ises  w ith  the  main l i n e  o f  the  argum ent, though  he 

f e e l s  bound

'to  r e a s s e r t , on b e h a l f  o f  the A p o s t le ,  th o se  
u t t e r a n c e s  o f  h i s  which we th in k  are  most 
prom inent w ith  him, and to  o b je c t  to  th e  
in t r o d u c t io n  in t o  h i s  words o f  m eanings w hich  
cannot be proved to  have been  v / i th in  h i s  
i n t e n t i o n ' .

The U n ita r ia n  p e r i o d i c a l s  r e c e iv e d  A r n o ld 's  e s s a y s  

c a lm ly ,  having no f e a r  o f  h i s  v iew  o f  C a lv in ism . The

I n q u ir e r ^^  ̂ d e a ls  k in d ly  w ith  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  S t .  P a u l ^ ^ \

I t  f e a r s  the v a lu e  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e s  may be o v e r lo o k e d ;

'th e y  are in  t r u th  e la b o r a te  and m a s te r ly ,  (and) c a s t  . . . .  

i n  a l i t e r a r y  and c r i t i c a l  mould; and th e y  have ren d ered  

an im portant s e r v ic e  to  C h r is t ia n  t r u th  and p r o g r e s s .

The I n q u ir e r  rev iew ed  'P u r ita n ism  and th e  Church o f  

E n g la n d ' la t e r f ^ ^  A rn o ld 's  'nob le  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l '

(1 ) F r ie n d s '  Q u a rter ly  Exam iner, V o l .  5 ,  1 8 7 1 , pp. 3 1 -4 4 .
( 2 ) This 'w eekly  jo u rn a l o f  R e l i g io n ,  P o l i t i c s  and 

L i t e r a t u r e '  had been  e d i t e d  by R. H. H utton , v .  E l l i o t t  
B in n s ,  R e l ig io n  i n  the  V ic t o r ia n  E ra . (1 9 3 6 ) ,  p . 33I .

( 3 ) The I n q u ir e r , S a t . , Nov. 27 , 1 8 6 9 , pp.
( 4 ) I b i d ,  June 4 , I 87C, pp. 35^4, —S:
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i s  p r a is e d ,  and h i s  v iew  o f  orthodox  D is s e n t  i s  i n  p a r t  

a c c e p te d .  A f o r t n ig h t  l a t e r  a n o th e r  re v iew  ap peared ,  

t h i s  tim e d efen d in g  the  D i s s e n t e r s .  A rnold , i t  s a y s ,  must 

be reminded th a t  'th e  tru e  s c h is m a t ic s  are  th e y  who compel 

s e p a r a t i o n ' .  U n like  C a r ly le  or A in g s l e y ,  he seems unab le  

to a p p r e c ia te  the n o b le r  q u a l i t i e s  o f  P u r ita n is m , and he 

does n o t  understand  the  power o f  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s .

Comprehension i s  now im p o s s ib le ;  the  o n ly  s o l u t i o n  i s  

e q u a l i t y ,  which means d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  There i s  t r u th  in  

much t h a t  Arnold s a y s ,  and U n ita r ia n s  a l s o  d e p lo r e  th e  

narrow r i g i d i t y  o f  some D is s e n t e r s ;  but he must se e  th e  

o th e r  s id e  and drop ' th e s e  in g e n io u s  nicknam es and a c r id  

s n e e r s  *.
( 2 )In  O ctober o f  the same y ea r  t h i s  jo u r n a l m en tion s  

w ith  approval the 'v ig o r o u s  paper i n  r e p ly  to  Mr. tîatthew  

A r n o ld 's  n o to r io u s  p h i l i p p i c  a g a in s t  th e  N o n c o n fo r m is t s ' ,  

by L e s l i e  S tephen , in  F r a s e r 's  M a g a z i n e and a week la ter^ ^ ^  

i t  p r a i s e s  th e  a r t i c l e s  i n  the B r i t i s h  Q u a rter ly  R eview .

Arnold must by now r e g r e t  h i s  ' d i l l e t a n t e  o n s la u g h t  on 

N onconform ists*  and ' h e a r t i l y  r e p en t  h i s  s c o r n f u l  p h i l i p p i c

{ ! )  I b i d ,  «June 1 8 ,  1 8 ? 0 , pp. 393—4-'
(2 )  The I n q u ir e r , Oct. 8 , 1 8 7 0 , ÿ p .^ S ^ .
(3 ) V .  b e lo w , p . 1^8.
(4 )  The I n q u ir e r , Oct. 1 5 ,  1870 , ÿp . 6 / 0 .
(5 )  V .  ab ove , p. (3/,
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a g a in s t  a c l a s s  o f  men so w e l l  a b le  to  defend th e m s e lv e s * .

F i n a l l y ,  the  i n q u i r e r , i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  ' b i s s e n t e r s

and D is e s ta b l is h m e n t  * ,  ̂ d i s c la im s

' t h a t  w a tc h fu l j e a lo u s y  and s u s p ic io n  o f  the  
Church o f  England wliich Mr. Matthew A rnold ,  
w ith  some r h e t o r i c a l  e x a g g e r a t io n ,  d e s c r ib e s  
as th e  normal a t t i t u d e  o f  the  D i s s e n t in g  s e c t s ' .  '

Another U n ita r ia n  jo u r n a l ,  the  T h e o lo g ic a l - R ev iew ,

p u b l is h e d  a s o l i d  and th o u g h t fu l  a r t i c l e  by Megan P a u l ,
( 2 )'A rnold  and S t .  P a u l ' .  Paul approves o f  A r n o ld 's  method,

b u t  d oes n o t  a c c e p t  a l l  h i s  c o n c lu s io n s .  He would l i k e  to  

se e  the  new book r e p r in te d ,  expanded by a p araphrase o f  th e  

h arder p a ssa g e s  in  the  E p i s t l e s ,  and 'docked o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s '  

w h ich , though amusing in  a magazine a r t i c l e ,  b le m ish  a 

permanent work.  ̂  ̂ H is agreem ent w ith  th e  'whole d r i f t  

and s p i r i t ' o f  A r n o ld 's  book c o u n te r b a la n c e s  minor  

d isa g r e e m e n ts .

O utside the d en om in ation a l p r e s s ,  th r e e  o f  th e  more 

t h o u g h t fu l  r e v iew s  a ttem p ted  a c o n s t r u c t iv e  d e fen ce  o f  

N onconform ity . The b e s t  i s  p robab ly  t h a t  by R. W. D a l e ,  ̂  ̂

'Mr. Llatthew Arnold and the  N o n c o n fo r m is t s ' ,  in  the

(1 )  The I n q u ir e r , A p r il  22 , 1871 , p p . ^ ^ ^ ““ ^ ’
(2 )  The T h e o lo g ic a l  R eview , Oct. I 87I ,  pp. 521 . f f .
( 3 ) Time has v in d ic a t e d  t i i i s  judgem ent, and a l l  Megan P a u l ' s  

s u g g e s t io n s  are f u l l  o f  a c o n s t r u c t iv e  s p i r i t  ra re  i n  - 
r e v ie w e r s .

( 4 ) V. ab ove , p . , n o te
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Contemporary R eview .  ̂ D ale  c u t s  a t  once to  th e  r o o t  o f  

the  c o n tr o v e r sy ;  A rnold , he s a y s ,  m is s e s  th e  tr u e  'id ea *  o f , 

P u r ita n ism , v/hich i s  n o t  a s e t  o f  d o c t r i n e s ,  b u t a s e n s e  o f  

the  v a lu e  o f  p er so n a l r e l i g i o n  and o f  u n f e t t e r e d  a c c e s s  to  

God. Arnold a l s o  e r r s  i n  h i s  r e a d in g  o f  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  th e  

P u r ita n s  d id  n o t seek  to  b ind  the  Church to extrem e C a lv in ism .  

They l e f t  i t  b ecau se  they  cou ld  n o t  remain in  i t  h o n e s t l y ,  

r e p e a t in g  words or p erform ing cerem on ies  which th e y  b e l i e v e d  

to  be s u p e r s t i t i o i a s . D a le  e x p la in s  C o n g reg a tio n a l church  

o r d e r ,  shewing why the  P u r ita n s  r e j e c t e d  th e  l i t u r g y  o f  th e  

Church o f  England. The whole a r t i c l e  i s  a s  good a d e fen ce  

as co u ld  have been made, and d i s p la y s  more c r i t i c a l  a b i l i t y  

than  any rev iew  so f a r  m entioned , e x c e p t  th o s e  in  th e  F r i e n d s ' 

Q u a r te r ly  Examiner and th e  T h e o lo g ic a l  R eview . The con

c l u s i o n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  : 'Let us p a r t  good f r i e n d s .

Mr. Arnold b ea rs  a name w hich N on con form ists  regard  
w ith  a f f e c t i o n  and v e n e r a t io n .  From h i s  own
w r i t in g s  we have r e c e iv e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t im u lu s  
and d e l i g h t ,  f o r  which v/e are g r a t e f u l  . . . .  We can  
bu t b id  each  o th e r  G od-speed*.

In  the f o l l o w in g  y e a r  the  Contemporary Review p u b lis h e d

1 )  The Contemporary R eview , J u ly  I 87C, pp. 54C -571,
2 ) c f .  E .E ,K e l l e t t :

'What made t h in g s  worse was t h a t  he was a d e g e n e r a te  
son; f o r  Dr. Arnold o f  Rugby . . . .  was th e  admired  
o f  a l l  D i s s e n t e r s ' .

-  As I  remember (1 9 3 6 ) ,  P. 217 .
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a n o th er  d efen ce  o f  P u r ita n ism , ' The E n g l is h  Church and 

D i s s e n t e r s ^  by the N onconform ist  l e a d e r ,  J .  Baldw in
(2 )Brown. This i s  n o t a d i r e c t  rev iew  o f  S t .  Paul and

Pro t e s  tan  t i  sm. and d w e l ls  much on C ulture  and A narchy, but  

th e  l a t e r  book was probably  the  o c c a s io n  o f  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

Brown argu es  th a t  the  Roman and A n g lica n  Churches r e p r e s e n t  

a tte m p ts  to support C h r is t ia n  t r u t h  by p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  

and t h a t  t h i s  su p p o rt ,  u s e f u l  in  th e  M iddle Ages and a t  th e  

tim e o f  the R eform ation , shou ld  now be withdrawn b e f o r e  i t  

endangers C h r i s t i a n i t y .  A rnold , the  ' fra n c  t i r e u r  o f  th e  

E s ta b l i s h m e n t ' ,  i s  one o f  the  champions o f  com prehansion who 

dread e x c e s s  and f a n a t ic i s m  -  th e  ' a p o s t l e s  o f  c u l t u r e  ' ^

who th in k  th a t  c o n ta c t  v /ith  a w id er  w orld  v/ould b e n e f i t  th e  

N o n c o n fo rm ists .

(1 ) The Contemporary R eview . Jan, 1 8 7 1 , pp. 2 9 8 -3 2 0 .
( 2 ) James Baldw in  Brown ( I 82O -I8 8 4 ) ,  a N onconform ist m i n i s t e r .  

He s tu d ie d  a t  London U n i v e r s i t y ,  and a f te r w a r d s  read  Law 
a t  the  In n er  Temple; he then  r e c e iv e d  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  
t r a in in g  and e n te r e d  the  C o n g r eg a t io n a l m in i s t r y .  In  I 878 
he was e l e c t e d  to  the  Chair o f  th e  C o n g r eg a t io n a l  Union
o f  Engl end and W ales. He was d i s t in g u i s h e d  f o r  the  
b re a d th  o f  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  v ie w s ,  and g a in ed  a r e p u t a t io n  
as a p rea ch er  f a r  beyond h i s  own den om in ation; he was 
a l s o  a volum inous w r i t e r ,  and h i s  sermons and w r i t in g s  
were marked by l i t e r a r y  f i n i s h .
V .  D ic t io n a r y  o f  N a t io n a l B io g r a p h y , and a l s o  The T im es.
24 June, 1 8 8 4 ; th e  C h r is t ia n  WolOd. 26 June, 1884; th e  
B r ix to n  Free P r e s s . 20 Ju n e, Ï 884 .

( 3 ) This phrase i s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  the  t i t l e  o f  an a r t i c l e  on 
Arnold by Henry S id gw ick , ' The Prophet o f  C u l t u r e ' .  This  
appeared in  M acm illan 's  Magazine i n  A u gu st, 1 3 6 7 . I t  i s  
r e p r in te d  in  S id g w ic k 's  M is c e l la n e o u s  E ssa v s  and
(1904),  pp. 40-58. — — — ---------------
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'We agree w ith  them p r o fo u n d ly .  But we pray them, 
in s t e a d  o f  l i f t i n g  up t h e i r  b ars  to  l e t  us in t o  
t h e i r  p a le ,  to c a s t  down t h e i r  w a l l s ,  and l e t  us  
out t o g e th e r  in t o  the w id er  w o r ld ' .

Arnold c r i t i c i s e s  N on conform ists  and t h e i r  sp h ere ;  he sh ou ld

r e c a l l  the  d i s a b i l i t i e s  under which th e y  have s u f f e r e d .

The t h ir d  a r t i c l e  to  be c o n s id e r e d  i n  t h i s  group i s

•A P u r i t a n 's  A p o lo g y ' ,  by A. S. W i l k i n s , p u b l i s h e d  in

% c m il la n  's Ivlagazine J ^ ^  The Guardian c a l l e d  t h i s  'a weak

and t h in  p a p e r ' , and c o n tr a s te d  i t  w ith  ' th e  r e a l l y

p o w e r fu l ,  n o t  unworthy o f  i t s  d i s t in g u i s h e d  a u th o r .  Dr.

D a l e ' .  This a r t i c l e  i s  an 'a p o lo g y ' ,  i n  ev e ry  se n s e  o f

t h a t  word; a n x io u s  to  r e t a i n  ' s w e e t n e s s ' ,  W ilk in s  makes

b ut a f e e b l e  se a r ch  f o r  ' l i g h t ' .  He does a t te m p t ,  how ever,

to  shew t i ia t

' i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  h o n est  men to  a c c e p t  
fo r m u la r ie s  w hich th e y  b e l i e v e  . . . .  l e a d  to  
e r r o r s  a g a in s t  which th ey  f e e l  most bound to  
p r o t e s t ' .

The e s s a y  does n o t  d ig  deep . No a tte m p t i s  made to  examine  

A r n o ld 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ; i t  i s  assumed t h a t  he

(1 )  A ,S .W ilk in s  (1 8 4 3 -1 9 0 5 ) ,  a c l a s s i c a l  s c h o la r  and a
C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t . He took th e  London M.A. d e g r e e ,  and 
became P r o fe s s o r  o f  L a t in  a t  Owen's C o l le g e ,  NIanchester. 
L a te r  he was exam iner in  C l a s s i c s  a t  London U n i v e r s i t y ,  
and r e c e iv e d  honorary d e c r e e s  from th e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  
S t .  Andrews, Cambridge, and D u b lin . He was a v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  p op u lar  l e c t u r e r  on l i t e r â r y  s u b j e c t s .
( v .  D ic t io n a r y  o f  N a t io n a l B io g r a p h y ) .

( 2 ) IVlacmillan '3 M agazine. Aug. 18.70, pp. 265-270*
( 3 ) The Guardi an , Nov. 9 ,  I 87O, p . 1 3 2 5 .
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i s  r i g h t  in  sa y in g  t h a t  the  P u r ita n s  s e p a r a te d  b eca u se  th e  

Church was n o t narrow enough f o r  t h e i r  t a s t e .

In  A n glican  c i r c l e s  l i t t l e  n o t i c e  was taken  o f  S t .  Paul 

and P r o t e s t a n t i s m . This i s  a t  f i r s t  s u r p r i s in g ,  c o n s id e r in g  

th e  storm th a t  broke over  E ssa y s  and Reviews .and B ish op  

C o le n s o 's  book, which co n ta in e d  c r i t i c i s m  l e s s  r a d ic a l  than  

A r n o ld 's  v/ork. I t  may be due in  p a r t  to  A r n o ld 's  ' u n c t i o n ' ,  

h i s  c o n s t r u c t iv e  approach, and h i s  l i t e r a r y  trea tm en t  o f  h i s  

theme; but more p rob ab ly  he escap ed  through  b e in g  a laym an. 

The sc a n d a l o f  E ssays and Reviews was th a t  s i x  o f  i t s  sev en  

a u th o rs  were in  o r d e r s , ^  and C olenso was a b ish o p ;  b ut  

Matthew Arnold was a p o e t  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  

w it h in  re a so n , he cou ld  w r ite  what he p le a s e d .

The High Church Guardian p u b lish e d  a f a i r l y  im p a r t ia l
( 2 )re v iew  o f  the  f i r s t  e d i t i o n .  The w r i t e r  c o n s id e r s  p o in t s

o f  agreem ent betw een  h i s  v iew  and A r n o ld 's ;  he i s  d o u b tfu l  

about A rn o ld 's  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  P a u l ' s  id e a s  a s  'p r im a r y ' 

and ' s e c o n d a r y ' ,  and he d i s l i k e s  h i s  method o f  B i b l i c a l  

c r i t i c i s m  g e n e r a l ly .  A r n o ld 's  v ie w  o f  S c r ip tu r e  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  

to  t h i s  orthodox V ic t o r i a n ,  i s  'one which we are com p elled  

e n t i r e l y  to  r e p u d ia t e ' .  He warns N onconform ist c r i t i c s  n o t

( 1 )  V .  p. 85" above.
( 2 ) The Guardian, Nov. 9,  137C, p . 1325
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to  c o n c e n tr a te  so much on A rn o ld 's  a t t i t u d e  to  th e m s e lv e s ,  

th a t  th ey  m iss  h i s  h e r e s y .  A r n o ld 's  remarks on D i s s e n t  are  

o f t e n  'u n ju s t  or u n reason ab ly  s e v e r e  *, b u t  what w i l l  the  

fu tu r e  say o f  D is s e n t e r s  v/ho n e g l e c t  h i s  a t t a c k  on r e v e a le d  

r e l i g i o n  and c o n c e n tr a te  on h i s  s u b s id ia r y  a t ta c k ?

A good rev iew  appeared in  th e  S p e c t a t o r . ^  I t  shews  

an u n d ersta n d in g  o f  A r n o l d t h o u g h t ,  and m a in ta in s  an even  

toneo Arnold ' s P r e fa c e  i s  ' i n s t r u c t i v e ,  b u t  p a t r o n i s in g  

and he has m is in te r p r e te d  W interbotham 's remark on th e  

D i s s e n t e r s '  'w a tch fu l j e a l o u s y ' .  He would be b e t t e r  

employed in  im proving h i s  own Church than  i n  i n t e r f e r i n g  

w ith  the  N o n co n fo rm ists .  At th e  r o o t  o f  h i s  m isc o n c e p t io n  

o f  N onconform ity l i e s  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  s e p a r a t io n  on dogm atic  

grounds i s  i n d e f e n s i b l e .

The r e s t  o f  th is  a r t i c l e  i s  d ev o ted  to  A rn o ld 's  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  P a u l in e  t e a c h in g .  S t .  Paul c e r t a i n l y  

d e s ir e d  to  shew how the  p r a c t i c e  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  co u ld  

c e a s e  to  be a burden and become a jo y ;  but has Arnold  

r i g h t l y  u nd erstood  the  m otive power? He t h in k s  th e  a g en t  

o f  the  tr a n s fo r m a t io n  i s  the so u l  i t s e l f  -  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  

n o t a t h e o l o g i c a l  e x p la n a t io n .  S t .  P a u l ' s  ' f a i t h ' i s

( l )  The S p e c t a to r , May 21 , I 87Û, pp. 642 . f f .  As wi' 
S p e c t a to r ' s  re v iew s  o f  C, & A . , i t  i s  im p o s s ib le

w ith  th e
_______  . _ to  be

c e r t a i n  o f  a u th o r sh ip ,  b ut i t  seems p rob ab le  t h a t  t h i s  
was by H utton . See above, p . 6 0 ,'K/ric, I ,
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r e c e p t iv e n e s s ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  r e c e iv e  th e  d iv in e  pov/er.

I f  s c ie n c e  cannot admit t h i s  v ie w ,

'v/e should  be d isp o se d  to  r e p ly  th a t  i t  v/ould n ot  
be the f i r s t  time t h a t  s c ie n c e  has p r id ed  i t s e l f  
on i t s  n e s c i e n c e ' .

Again the  Contemporary Review comes in t o  th e  f i e l d ,

t h i s  time w ith  a s ig n e d  a r t i c l e  by R. H. H utton , 'Matthew Arnold

on S t .  Paul and h i s  G r e e d ' . H u t t o n  sa y s  t h a t  A rnold

' to u c h e s  n o th in g  t h a t  he does n o t  e l u c i d a t e '; b u t he o f t e n

e l u c i d a t e s  h i s  theme a t  the  expense o f  some g r e a t e r  i s s u e .

An example i s  h i s  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  th e  P u r ita n s  o f  th e

S ev e n te e n th  Century m isu nd erstood  P a u l ' s  t e a c h in g  even  more

g r i e v o u s ly  than the  Church d id .  That i s  tru e ; b u t  the

h om ily  he b u i ld s  upon i t ,  on the  theme t h a t  the  o n ly

j u s t i f i a b l e  sch ism s are made on moral grounds, i s  n o t  
( 2 )t r u e .  Hutton o u t l i n e s  s e v e r a l  r e p l i e s  v/hich a D i s s e n t e r

m ight make to t h i s .  I s  i t  f a i r  to  a cc u se  D is s e n t  o f  

c a p t io u s  s e p a r a t in g ,  from a p o in t  o f  v ie w  t h a t  makes a l l  

c r e e d s  lo o k  c a p t io u s ?

Turûing to th e  P a u lin e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  Hutton d e fen d s  

orth o d o x y . There i s  no ev id en ce  in  P a u l ' s  v /r i t in g s  to  prove  

t h a t  he a s c r ib e d  h i s  c o n v e r s io n  to  s u b j e c t i v e  em otion . The

(1 )  The Contemporary R eview . June, I 87C, p . 329-341
( 2 ) The same p o in t  i s  made in  the S p e c ta to r  a r t i c l e
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r e n o v a t io n  oi the  a f f e c t i o n s  was cau sed  by som eth ing  d eep er .  

A rn o ld 's  v iew  would r e v e r s e  P a u l ' s  argum ent, making th e  

a p o s t l e  s a y ,  ' I f  then  ye seek  the  th in g s  which are a b o v e , . . . .  

ye are  r i s e n  w ith  C h r is t  ' .  V/ith P a u l ,  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  

th e  b e l i e v e r  comes f i r s t ,  and 's e e k in g  the  th in g s  v/hich are  

a b ove ' a f t e r w a r d s . . C h r i s t ' s  l o v e ,  n o t  our lo v e  f o r  C h r is t ,

cons t  r a in e  th  u s ' .  I f ,  w ith  A r n o ld , v/e b e l i e v e  t h a t  s c ie n c e

can n e i t h e r  deny nor a f f ir m  P a u l ' s  c e n t r a l  a s su m p tio n s ,  

s c ie n c e  w i l l  push i t s  c la im s  f u r t h e r ,  and we s h a l l  be l e f t  

w ith  a m is ty  id e a  o f  God, w ith  A r n o ld 's  ' stream  o f  t e n d e n c y ' ,  

a c c e s s  to v/hich seems im p o s s ib le .  ' I ,  f o r  my p a r t ' ,  sa y s  

H u tton ,

' s e e  as  p l a i n l y  as  Mr. Arnold th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
which a t te n d  our ap p reh en sion  o f  God, c r e a t i o n ,  
w i l l ,  e v i l ,  im m o r ta l i ty ,  and I am by no means 
w i l l i n g  to deny th a t  th o se  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may 
be l e s s e n e d  as tim e g o es  on . . . .  But  . . . .  
th ey  become i n d e f i n i t e l y  g r e a t e r  when I  pare  
dov/n the meaning o f  R e v e la t io n  by a l i b e r a l  
use o f  the z e i t - g e i s t  . . . .  to  w hich Lir. Arnold  
t r u s t s  so much'.

In  a l e t t e r  o f  I 87C Arnold w r i t e s ,  'My book i s  d o in g  

v e r y  w e l l ,  Reeve t e l l s  me he in te n d s  to  have i t  rev iew ed  

in  a s e n se  o f  s t r i n g  approval in  the  Edi nbur gh' . ^  This  

r e v ie w  appeared in  the  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  and was e n t i t l e d  

'Arnold on P u r ita n ism  and N a tio n a l  Churches The

(1 ) L e t t e r s . I ,  p . 4C.
( 2 ) The Edinburgh R eview . A p r i l ,  1 8 7 1 , pp. 3 9 9 -4 2 5 .
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r e v ie w e r  i s  *in broad agreem ent' w ith  A rnold , whose argument 

a g a in s t  D is s e n t  he sum m arises. D a l e ' s  d e f e n c e ,  he a d m its ,  

i s  v e r y  c o n s i s t e n t ,  and l a r g e l y  over tu im s th e  b a s i s  o f  A r n o ld 's  

argument; but Dale and h is  f e l lo w -N o n c o n fo r m is t s  f o r g e t  th e  

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  c ir c u m sta n ce s  o f  the  Church in  New Testam ent  

t im e s .  This rev iew  supplem ents A r n o ld 's  a tte m p t to  

persuade the P u r i t a n s ,  but i t  m a in ta in s  an o b j e c t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

on d o u b tfu l  p o in t s ,  and th e  v /r i te r  sa y s  t h a t  ' in  t h e i r  

su rv e y  o f  the p a s t  r e l a t i o n s  b etw een  the D i s s e n t e r s  and th e  

E s ta b l is h m e n t ,  Mr. A rn o ld 's  c r i t i c s  have g o t  the b e t t e r  o f  

him ' .

With th e s e  more tem perate r e v ie w s  may be c l a s s e d  two 

sh o r t  n o t i c e s ,  th e  f i r s t  o f  w hich appeared i n  th e  Sunday 

T i m e s  ̂ a s  p a r t  o f  a r e g u la r  f e a t u r e ,  'Our C hurch'. This  

a r t i c l e  i s  s ig n e d  'E p is c o p o s ' ,  and i s  c a s t  in  the  form o f  

a l e t t e r .  S t .  Paul and P r o te s t a n t i s m  i s  n o t  m en tio n ed ,  

b ut the  w r i t e r  condemns 'th e  sn e e r s  v/hich v e r y  w o r ld ly - w is e  

p eo p le  are in  the h a b it  o f  b e s to w in g  upon what i s  v u lg a r  in  

D is s e n t * ;  t h i s  i s  'n o t  o n ly  ungenerous and u n c a l l e d - f o r ,  

b u t in fa m o u s ly  u n ju s t  ' .  • The D is s e n t e r s  have b een  ex c lu d ed

( l )  The Sunday T im es. Nov. 7 ,  1 8 6 9 , p . 7* I t  has proved  
im p o s s ib le  to  t r a c e  the  au th or  o f  t h i s  sh o r t  a r t i c l e ,  
a s  f i l e s  have n o t  been  k e p t .  In  the same i s s u e  o f  th e  
Sunday Times, the two e s s a y s  on S t .  Paul are n o t i c e d  as  
' c l e v e r  and r e a d a b le ,  though below  t h e i r  a u th o r ' s  m ark'.
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from the  g r e a t  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  England f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  and 

i t  i s  time th ey  were ad m itted . T his d e fen ce  a p p a r e n t ly  

w r i t t e n  w ith  A rn o ld 's  e s s a y s  in  mind, i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  

i t  appears in  a newspaper n ot l i k e l y  to  have any p r e ju d ic e  

in  fa v o u r  o f  D i s s e n t .

The o th e r  n o t i c e ,  in  the  Athenaeuml^  ̂ d e s e r v e s  a t t e n t i o n  

b eca u se  i t  d e c l in e s  to  e n te r  in t o  t h e o l o g i c a l  argum ent, and 

t r e a t s  A rn o ld 's  e s s a y s  as l i t e r a t u r e .  H is s t y l e ,  i t  s a y s ,  

i s  'a s  b r i l l i a n t  as e v e r ' ,  and h i s  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  the  

d eg e n er a te  forms o f  Hebraism and H ellenism ^ i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

good. I t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the e s s a y s  sh ou ld  be read  in  

r e v e r s e  ord er , 'P u r itan ism  and th e  Church o f  England ' b e in g  

p la c e d  a f t e r  the e s s a y s  on S t .  Paul to  mark i t s  s u b s id ia r y  

s t a t u s .  ^

The two l a s t  rev iew s  to  be c o n s id e r e d  b o th  use  A r n o ld 's  

e s s a y s  as  the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  f o r  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a r e l a t e d  

t o p i c ,  and th ey  are w r i t t e n  from o p p o s i te  p o in t s  o f  v ie w .

The f i r s t  i s  'Mr. l%tthew Arnold and the  Church o f  England ' ,

( 1 )  The Athenaeum, J a n .-J u n e , I 87G, p . U 69. in P//e.
( 2 ) S t .  P. & P o , ppo x x x v -x x ^ ix .
( 3 ) The same s u g g e s t io n  was made by th e  Academy (;^p.^3f^ 

a b o v e ) ,  and Arnold made t h i s  change in  th e  second  and 
a l l  subsequent e d i t i o n s .
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by l e s l i e  Stephen, p u b l is h e d  in  F r a s e r ' s  Ma^jazine. ^

Though he has no te n d e r n e ss  f o r  N o n con form ity , Stephen

d e v e lo p s  a s tr o n g  ca se  a g a in s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u rc h es .  ighe

theme o f  h i s  e s sa y  i s  i i i s  own r e a c t io n  to  A rn o ld ’s o p in io n

' t h a t  a l l  who b e l i e v e  in  r i g h t  r e a so n .  C u ltu r e ,  
and e n lig h ten m e n t ,  should  endeavour to  m a in ta in  
the Church o f  England as a n a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n * .

He summarises A rn o ld ’s v iew  o f  D i s s e n t ,  and p o in t s  o u t  t h a t ,

i f  s p e c u la t iv e  t r u th  be no ground f o r  sch ism , th e  Church o f

England i s  no more j u s t i f i e d  than th e  D i s s e n t e r s .  I t  i s

e a s y ,  he s a y s ,  to  see  how a D is s e n t e r  cou ld  defend  h i s

s e p a r a t io n ;  s e p a r a t io n  i s  im p e ra t iv e  when the  o n ly
( 2 )a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  to  break the  moral la w . Stephen has

l i t t l e  to  say  in  fa v o u r  o f  any church; 'When we have a l l

g o t  r id  o f  our n o n s e n s e ' ,  he s a y s ,  ' th e r e  w i l l  be no 

d i f f i c u l t y  about s e c u r in g  u n i t y ' .  The r e a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  

t h a t

' a l l  the r e l i g i o n  o f  the  p r e s e n t  day i s  more o r  
l e s s  in c a p a b le  o f  s ta n d in g  th e  t e s t s  by w hich  
a l l  o p in io n s  have in  th e s e  days to  be t e s t e d * .

There are o n ly  two p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  : e i t h e r  the

d i f f e r e n c e s  must be fo u g h t  out on equal term s, or  everyon e

(1 ) F r a s e r ' s  M agazine. Oct. 18?0 , pp. 414- 4 3 1  ̂ This a r t i c l e  
i s  p r a is e d  by the I n q u ir e r ; v .  p . 1 3 7  ab ove.

( 2 ) Arnold would o f  cou rse  have a g r e e d , but he would have 
d i f f e r e d  from Stephen in  d e f in in g  t h i s  b rea k in g  o f  the  
moral law .
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must be d r iv en  in to  one f o l d ,  and o p in io n s  be l e f t  'to  

shake down as th ey  m ay'. Arnold would take  th e  second  

c o u r s e ,  Stephen the  f i r s t .

In  s tr o n g  c o n t r a s t  to  S te p h en 's  e s s a y  i s  t h a t  on 'The 

Church and N o n co n fo rm ity ' ,  which appeared  in  th e  Q u a rter ly  

H eyiew ^^  ̂ under a n o t i c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  S t .  Paul and 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m . This r e v ie w e r  e lo q u e n t ly  d e fen d s  th e  

Church o f  England. There a r e ,  he s a y s ,  two r i v a l  sy stem s  

in  E n g l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  -  the Church and N onconform ity .

They have much in  common, b u t the one i s  p u b l i c ,  the  o th e r  

p r i v a t e ,  and t h i s  i s  the  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e .  Matthew Arnold  

has assumed the  r o l e  o f  c r o s s -e x a m in e r ,  and has opposed th e  

N onconform ist  p o l i c y  o f  ' l e v e l l i n g  down*. V/to t h i n g s ,

how ever, are l i a b l e  to  b l in d  A r n o ld 's  re a d e r s  -  e s p e c i a l l y  

N on con form ists  -  to  th e  good in  h i s  work. These are  h i s  

manner, and h i s  a t t i t u d e  to  d o c t r in e .  In  h i s  s k e tc h  o f  

Calvànism  and Arminianism Arnold d is r e g a r d s  the  t r u t h s  

b en ea th  the r e p u ls iv e  s ta te m e n ts  he q u o te s .

T h is ,  however, says  th e  r e v ie w e r ,  does n o t  a f f e c t  th e  

q u e s t io n  o f  N onconform ity and i t s  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  Church.

The q u e s t io n  a t  i s s u e  i s  n o t ,  which i s  more tru e?  b u t ,  can  

one body r i g h t f u l l y  deny to  a n o th er  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  which

( l )  The Q u arter ly  R eview , J a n -A p r i l ,  I 87I ,  pp. 4 3 2 -4 6 1 .
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th e y  th em se lv es  cannot have? D is e s ta b l i s h m e n t  would g iv e  

no added freedom to  D i s s e n t ,  but i t  v^ould rob many o f  a 

h e r i t a g e ,

’a h i s t o r i c ,  in h e r i t e d  Church n o t  s e t  on f o o t  and 
s e l f - c o n s t i t u t e d  by the  p i e t y  and re fo rm in g
z e a l  o f  c e r t a in  p r iv a t e  C h r is t ia n s  • • • •  but one 
which "could n o t  h e lp  e x i s t i n g "  • • • •  in  w hich a 
man found h im s e l f ,  j u s t  as he found h im s e l f  i n  
the  S t a t e ' .

Arnold  b r in g s  out 'w ith  g r e a t  c l e a r n e s s  and power' th e  

C hurch's p r e fe r e n c e  f o r  'u n c o n tr o v e r s ia l  r e l i g i o n ' and f o r  

th e  b road er tb l e ranee in  t h e o lo g y .  The N o n c o n fo r m is ts ,  

u n l ik e  the  E v a n g e l ic a l s  w ith in  the Church, have se p a r a te d  

f o r  t h e i r  d o c t r in e s ,  and, founded on a th e o r y  now f a d in g ,  

th e y  are bound to  s u f f e r .

Then f o l lo w  s e v e r a l  paragraphs d e a l in g  w ith  s p e c i a l  

a s p e c t s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  Church o f  England, and th e  

w r i t e r  co n c lu d es  w ith  some remarks on th e  D i s s e n t e r s  ' 'v /atch-  

f u l  j e a l o u s y ' .  The p r o s p e c t  f o r  r e l i g i o n  would be b r i g h t e r  

i f  th e y  le a r n e d  from A r n o ld 's  c r i t i c i s m .  The whole a r t i c l e ,  

though b l in d ,  p erh ap s, to  A rn o ld 's  l a p s e s ,  i s  w e l l - w r i t t e n  

and p e r s u a s iv e .

Though i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  c o n s id e r  ev e ry  p r e s s  comment 

on S t .  Paul and P r o te s t a n t is m  the  aim in  t h i s  ch a p te r  has b een  

to  g iv e  a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  s e l e c t i o n ,  c o n c e n t r a t in g  on th o se
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jo u r n a ls  v/iiich. Arnold h im s e l f  was l i k e l y  to  s e e .  Having  

done t h i s ,  one can b r in g  a b e t t e r  u n d ersta n d in g  to  h i s  ov/n 

r e a c t io n  as seen  in  h i s  l e t t e r s  and r e v i s i o n s .
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CONCLUSION: AFTER 'ST. PAUL AND PROTESTAIS I SIvM

A study  of Matthew Arnold 's  l e t t e r S f o r  the months f o l l o w i n g  

the  p u b l i c a t io n  of  S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m  r e v e a l s  one out

s ta n d in g  f a c t :  h i s  r i s i n g  c o n f id e n c e .  This seems s t ra n g e  at

f i r s t ,  f o r  the p re s s  r e c e p t io n  of the  e s s a y s  a f forded  few, i f  

any, e x p r e s s io n s  o f  u n q u a l i f i e d  approval,  and much adverse  

c r i t i c i s m .  But t h i s  problem i s  r e s o lv e d  when one remembers 

th a t  Arnold was an educator;  h i s  o b je c t  was not t o  win the approval' 

o f  h i s  readers  so much as t o  s t i r  up t h e i r  complacency, and, in  

S o c r a t i c  f a s h i o n ,  to  make them r e - c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  ' s t o c k  n o t io n s  

and h a b i t s ' .  This he f e l t  he had ach ieved ,  and he was co n f id en t  

t h a t  a way was opening f o r  the acceptance o f  h i s  t e a c h in g .

His co n f id en c e  was not due to  ignorance;  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  

he read both  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  c r i t i c i s m s  with i n t e r e s t ,  and he 

did not n e g le c t  the Nonconformist p a p e r s . W r i t i n g  t o  h i s  

mother a f t e r  the appearance of  th e  f i r s t  two C o rn h i l l  e s s a y s ,  he 

sa y s  th a t  the  t ime i s  r ip e  f o r  th e  acceptance  of  new t r u t h  in  

t h e o lo g y ,  and c o n t in u e s ,

' I t  i s  not worth w hi le  to  send you the lu c u b r a t io n s  I 
r e c e i v e ,  but the newspapers I forward ( th e  organs o f  
the Independents and B a p t i s t s )  w i l l  show you how 

\ e n t i r e l y  I have reached  the  s p e c i a l  P u r i ta n  c l a s s  I 
meant to  reach .  Whether I have rendered S t .  P a u l ' s  
id e a s  w ith  p e r f e c t  c o r r e c tn e s s  or n o t ,  th ere  i s  no 
doubt th a t  the  con f idence  w ith  which t h e s e  p eo p le  
regarded t h e i r  co n v en t io n a l  rend er in g  o f  them was 
q u i t e  b a s e l e s s ,  made them narrow and i n t o l e r a n t  and 
preventing a l l  p r o g r e s s .  ' (2)

(1)  The l e t t e r s  prov ide  ev idence  th a t  Arnold read th e  Nonconformist
s e v e r a l  years  b e fo re  t h i s  time; f o r  example, he mentioned i t
in  l e t t e r s  dated 16th  Feb. 1864 (L e t t e r s ) I . p . 263) and 2 1 s t
Jan.' 1865 ( L e t t e r s ,  I .p.Jt86)

(2)  Nov.13 ,  1869.  L e t t e r s  I I ,  p p . 23 -4
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His view of the  Church has not been a l t e r e d  by Nonconformist  

c r i t i c i s m ,  f o r  he t e l l s  h i s  mother th a t  he in tend s  t o  w r i t e  a 

f u r t h e r  es sa y

' t o  show hov/ the Church, though h o ld in g  c e r t a in  
d o c tr in e s  in common w ith  P u r ita n ism ,  has ga ined  by  
not p in n in g  i t s e l f  to  th e s e  d o c t r in e s  and n oth ing  
e l s e ,  but by r e s t i n g  on C a th o l ic  a n t i q u i t y ,  h i s t o r i c  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  development, and so  on, which open to  
i t  an escape from a l l  s i n g l e  d o c t r in e s  as they are  
outgrown. H i )

On December 5th  of the  same year Arnold w r i t e  th a t  'n e a r ly  

a l l  the  new p e r i o d i c a l s  have something about'h im, and add th a t

' t h e  b e t t e r  D i s s e n t e r s '  are 'a im ia b le '  towards him. He th inks

th a t  the  n o t i c e  taken by the P ress  shews 'how much more what 

(he) w r i t e ( s )  i s  coming in to  v o g u e . ^  To Lady de R o th s c h i ld  

he w r i t e s ,

' I should l i k e  to  have shewn you some of  the  Nonconformist  
speeches  at the recent  May m e e t i n g s , (3) f u l l  o f  comments 
on my p r e fa c e  to  S t .  Paul & P r o t e s t a n t i s m . We s h a l l  s e e
grea t  changes in the D is s e n t e r s  b e fo r e  v ery  lo n g . ' ( ' I )

Throughout 1870 h i s  assurance grows. He w r i t e s  again to

h i s  mother,
f 51'You w i l l  see  the en c losed  from Church''  ̂; h i s  s e n s e  o f  

the  importance of  the d i s t i n c t i o n  I have drawn out between  
H ellen ism  and Hebraism shows h i s  width of  mind. I t  i s  a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  on which more and more w i l l  turn ,  and on 
d e a l in g  w i s e l y  w ith  i t  ev e r y th in g  depends. '

1) I b id ,  I I ,  p . 24
2) Dec. 5, 1869. Ib id  I I .  p . 27
3) These have u n fo r tu n a te ly  proved so f a r  im p o s s ib le  t o  t r a c e
4)  June 1,  1870. L e t t e r s  I I .  p p . 34-5
5; R.W.Church, afterwards Dean of  S t .  P a u l ' s

(6)  June 7, 1870. L e t t e r s  I I .  p . 37
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Again,  in the same month, he w r i t e s ,  *LIy hook i s  doing very  w e l l ' )

and in another l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  at  t h i s  time he mentions the  v a r ie ty

of  th e  comments on h i s  l a s t  C o r n h i l l  a r t i c l e ,  'Pur itan ism  and th e

Church of England*, adding

'The q u es t io n  i s ,  i s  the view th e re  propounded t r u e ?
I b e l i e v e  i t  i s ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  important because  i t  
p la c e s  our use o f  the  B ib le  and our employment of  i t s  
language on a b a s i s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l y  s o l i d . ' (2)

I
In t h i s  l e t t e r ,  a l s o ,  he says  th a t

' th e  Bishop o f  Manchester t o l d  me (my v iew) had 
been s t a r t i n g l y  new to  him, but the  more he thought  
o f  i t  the more he thought i t  was true.'fe"^)

In November, 1870,  he w r i t e s ,  ,

'My e x p o s tu la t io n  w ith  the D i s s e n t e r s  has ra th e r  d iv e r te d  
a t t e n t i o n  from the main e s s a y s ,  but the  two t h i n g s ,  the  
p o s i t i o n  of the  D is s e n te r s  and the r i g h t  read ing  o f  S t .
Paul and the New Testament, are c l o s e l y  connected; and I 
am convinced the g en er a l  l i n e  I have taken as to  th e  
l a t t e r  has a l u c i d i t y  and i n e v i t a b l e n e s s  about i t  which  
w i l l  make i t  more and more p r e v a i l . ' ( 5 )

His r e a c t i o n  t o  adverse c r i t i c i s m  i s  made c l e a r  by a l e t t e r  in

which he d i s c u s s e s  the a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  Guardian ;

'My book and mode of c r i t i c i s m  th ey  could not l i k e ' ,  he 
s a y s ,  'and no church can l i k e  i t  fo r  i t  i s  a mode of  
treatm ent  which i n e v i t a b l y  b t in g s  to  l i g h t  the

I b id ,  I I .  p . 40 
I b id ,  I I .  p . 44
James Fraser  (1818-85)  became b ishop  of  Manchester in  March 
1870; he had been o f f e r e d  the b i s h o p r i c  on account of  h i s  
a u th o r i t y  on ed u ca t io n a l  q u e s t io n s .

(4)  L e t t e r s  I I .  p . 44
(5)  Ib id ,  I I .  p . 48
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unnatura lness  and a r t i f i c i a l i t y  o f  th e  mode th ey  have 
them se lves  adopted, and which must he f a t a l  to  t h e i r  
mode in the e n d . ' ( l )

There i s  no h e s i t a t i o n  here;  Arnold i s  c e r t a i n  tha t  he i s

r i g h t ,  and i s  unscathed by unfavourable  c r i t i c i s m  from the

r e l i g i o u s  world; he b e l i e v e s  th a t

* more than h a l f  t  ae v/orld can never f r a n k ly  a ccep t  the  
person  of  whom they  l e a r n ,  but k ick  at  the  same time  
as they  l e a r n . ' ( 2 )

Arnold did not ignore  c r i t i c i s m ;  he would e l u c i d a t e ,  but  

not r e t r a c t .  The l a s t  C o rn h i l l  e s sa y  "Puritanism and the  

Church o f  England" was w r i t t e n ,  a s  he t e l l s  us in the P r e fa c e  to  

S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m , ' t o  c l e a r  away o f f e n c e  or mis under

s ta n d in g  which had a r i s en  out o f  the two e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e s .

H is  o b je c t  in t h i s  l a s t  e s s a y  was to  shew ' t h a t  th e  aim at  s e t t i n g  

f o r t h  c e r t a in  P r o t e s t a n t  d o c t r i n e s . . . .  i s  the main t i t l e  on which  

th e  P u r i ta n  churches r e s t  t h e i r  r i g h t  o f  e x i s t i n g .  * When

the e s s a y  was p ub l ish ed  v/ith the  other  two' as a volume Arnold  

added, 'A l i t t l e  c o n s id e r a t io n  w i l l  show q u i t e  c l e a r l y  the  

d i f f e r e n c e  in t h i s  respect  between th e  h i s t o r i c  churches and the  

churches of  s e p a r a t i s t s . ' He f o l l o w s  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  w ith  an 

h i s t o r i c a l  o u t l i n e ,  c la im ing  th a t  the  P u r i ta n s  separated  becau se

1)  Nov.15, 1870. Ib id ,  I I .  p p . 51-2 • ,
2)  March 12,  1871, Ib id ,  I I .  p . 59
3)  S t . P .  & P . p .V
4) I b id ,  p . 122
5) I b id ,  p . 123
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the  Church was 'not p r e d e s t in a r ia n  or s o l i f i d i a n  enough f o r  thera^ '̂  ̂

and th a t  the idea of  a ' f r e e  church' came l a t e r .

In the  course o f  t h i s  e s s a y ,  Arnold answers s e v e r a l  o b j e c 

t i o n s  made by rev iewers  of  the es sa y s  on S t .  P au l;  the f a v o u r i t e  

o b je c t io n  was th a t  the  P u r i ta n s  were not the  on ly  ones t o  hold  

t h e s e  d o c t r in e s .  But, says  Arnold, the  P u r i t a n s '  churches are  

founded on t h e s e  d o c tr in es  a lo n e ,  and have not the  c o r r e c t i n g  

in f l u e n c e  o f  C a th o l ic  t r a d i t i o n .  He p r o t e s t s  th a t  he i s  no enemy 

of  the P u r i ta n s  ; ' Our one f e e l i n g  when we regard them, i s  a f e e l 

in g ,  not o f  i l l - w i l l ,  but o f  r e g r e t  a t  w aste  of  power; our one
(o\

d e s i r e  i s  a d e s i r e  of  com prehens ion . '  ̂  ̂ To Arnold, the  Church

i s  founded on the e x h o r ta t io n ,  'Let every  one th a t  naraeth the
r 3 ̂name o f  C h r is t  depart from i n i q u i t y ;  '  ̂ d isagreem ent  about doc

t r i n e s  and ceremonies need t h e r e f o r e  bo no b a r r i e r  to comprehension. 

'The Church e x i s t s ,  not for  the  sake of o p in io n s ,  but f o r  the  

sake o f  moral p r a c t i c e .  ' The on ly  j u s t i f i a b l e  s e p a r a t io n  i s

' s e p a r a t io n  on p l a i n  p o in t s  of  m o r a l s , o n  which ground the  

Church o f  England broke from th e  Church of  Rome.

Arnold quotes 'A nonconformist  newspaper' which had 

a t ta c k e d  the Church of, England as ' a Church th a t  does not  iaiow her

1} I b id ,  p . 123
2) I b id ,  p . 125. c f  0 & A pp. x i i i ,  x x x v i i i - x l
3) I I  Tim. 2.  19
ê )  S t . p .  & p . p . 165
5) I b id ,  p . 167
6) Ib id ,  p .  170
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own mind',  but t h i s ,  t o  him, i s  her g r e a t e s t  p r a i s e .  Again,  

he tw ic e  quotes from an address by G. W. C o n d e r ^ , which was 

rep o r te d  in the  Lancashire C ongregat iona l  Calendar f o r  1869-70 .

In c o n c lu s io n ,  he repeats  h i s  w ish  f o r  union, but says  t h a t  i t  

can never  be on the  b a s i s  of 'S c r ip t u r a l  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ' ,  i f  he 

can convince  the P u r itan s  o f  t h i s , he w i l l  not have w r i t t e n  in 

v a in .
For the  f i r s t  e d i t i o n ; i  of  S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m  in  

1870, Arnold wrote a P r e fa c e ,  l a t e r  e n t i t l e d  'Modern D i s s e n t ' ,  

which aimed at c l e a r i n g  up ' one or two p o in t s  on which a word of  

e x p la n a t io n  may be u s e f u l . ' Th6 g e n e r a l  o b je c t io n  r a i s e d  by  

c r i t i c s  has been ' that  the  scheme o f  d o c tr in e  c r i t i c i s e d  by me ia 

confimon to  both  Puritanism  and the Church o f  England. and he 

hopes th a t  the  answer given a lready  in 'P ur itan ism  and the Church 

o f  England* w i l l  s u f f i c e .  But a f u r th e r  d efence  o f  the  E vangel

i c a l  p a r ty  in the  Church of  England seems n e c e s s a r y ;  and the  

m ainstay  o f  h i s  defence  i s  that  ' th e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  have not  added 

to  the  f i r s t  error  o f  h o ld in g  t h i s  unsound body o f  d o c t r i n e s ,  the  

second error  o f  s e p a r a t in g  f o r  them .'

(1 )  Rev. George V/ill iam Conder, Congregat ional  m in i s t e r ,  and
author o f  2 pamphlets on the  B icen ten a ry  C ontroversy ,  Arnold  
g iv e s  a f u l l  r e fe r e n c e  to  the  address  he qkkotes S t . P .  & p 
p p . 172, 177

2) S t . P .  & P . p . 182
3) I b i d ,  p . v
4)  I b id ,  p . v .
5) I b id ,  p .V i
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A f u r th e r  c r i t i c i s m  d e a l t  w ith  in the  P r e fa c e  i s  that  he 

i s  presumptuous in a t tem p ting  a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S t .  P a u l .  

Aiming a neat  s h a f t  a t  the P u r i ta n s ,  Arnold r e p l i e s  th a t  he i s  

n o t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  s e t t i n g  up a new church! The *Zeit  G e i s t ', and 

not  h im s e l f ,  i s  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  the  nev; approach t o  the B i b l e .

The r e s t  of  the P r e fa c e  i s  concerned with the  v a r io u s  Non

con form is t  arguments a g a in s t  t h e i r  b e in g  comprehended in the  

S t a t e  Church; and the  im press ion  l e f t  upon th e  reader i s  th a t  

Arhold, w h i le  h o ld in g  t e n a c i o u s l y  to  h i s  p r e v io u s  p o s i t i o n ,  i s  

ready to do a l l  he , can t o  c l a r i f y  what he has a lr e a d y  s a i d .

The two works which immediately  fo l lo w e d  S t .  Paul  and 

P r o t e s t a n t i s m  -  L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma and God and the B i b l e -  

p ro v id e  f u r th e r  ev idence  of  A rnold 's  co n f id e n c e  in the r e c e p t io n  

o f  h i s  t e a c h in g ;  but S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  has no 'o r g a n ic '  

connect ion  vâth t h e s e ,  as i t  has v/ith Culture and Anarchy.

Arnold does not  speak o f  them as ' go ing  fu r th e r  in th e  same 

road, ' and does not  seem to regard them as in any se n se  a 

com plet ion  of  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r .  They are an adventure in a new 

l i n e ,  in s p i t e  of the f a c t  th a t  a l l  th ree  books d e a l  w ith  r e l i g i o n .  

The reader  no lo n g e r  meets Hebraism .and H e l len ism ,  P h i l i s t i n e s ,

and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Church and D i s s e n t ; and probably
( 2 )Arnold thought he had sa id  enough on t h e s e  m atters .  '

[ I ]
1) S t . P .  & P . p . 7

In the P re fa ce  to L i t e r a tu r e  and Dogma he s a y s :  'To be con
v in ce d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that  our cu rren t  th e o lo g y  i s  f a l s e ,  i s
not  n e c e s s a r i l y  a reason f o r  [publ ish ing  t h a t  c o n v i c t i o n ..........
To judge r i g h t l y  the  time and i t s  c o n d i t io n s  i s  the  g r e a t  
th in g ;  there  i s  a t im e ,  as th e  Preacher s a y s ,  t o  speak, and 
a time t o  keep s i l e n c e .  ' L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma, p . x i v
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Yet he continued tu  c r i t i c i s e  th e  B i b l e  and the  r e l i g i o n  

th a t  was founded on i t .  The aim of  L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma was 

' t o  r e - a s s u r e  those  who f e e l  attachment t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  to  the  

B i b l e ,  but who re c o g n is e  the growing d i s c r e d i t  b e f a l l i n g  m ira c le s  

and the s u pe r n a t u r a l . ' To Arnold the B ib le  i s  supremely  

v a lu a b le ,  but i t  cannot cont inue  to  e x i s t  on the  o ld  ax iom atic  

b a s i s ,  fo r  'an i n e v i t a b l e  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  b e f a l l i n g  the r e l i 

g ion  in which v/e have been brought up. ' A v e r i f i a b l e  b a s i s

must be found fo r  the  B i b le  and f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  indeed ,

Arnold says -  and did he r e a l i s e  what s t a r t l i n g  words he was 

using?  -  ' th e  th in g  i s ,  to r e c a s t  r e l i g i o n ^ H e  g la n c e s  

back at Culture and Anarchy; the  aim of  p u t t i n g  the r i g h t  con

s t r u c t i o n  on the  B ib le  cannot be reached w ithout  th e  a id  of

c u l t u r e  : ' t h i s  aim we cannot seek  w ithout  coming in s i g h t
o f  another aim to o ,  which we have o f te n  and o f te n  
p o in te d  ou t ,  and t r i e d  t o  recommend: C u l tu r e , th e
a cq u a in t in g  o u r se lv e s  with th e  b e s t . th a t  has been  
known and sa id  in the v/orld, and thus w ith  the  
h i s t o r y  o f  the human s p r i t . ' ( ' ^ )

The man who knov/s only  h i s  B ib le  w i l l  a lmost c e r t a i n l y  misunder

s tand  i t ,  and use i t  as a ta l i sm a n .  'C u lture  i s  in d i s p e n s a b ly  

n e c e s s a r y ,  s( c u l t u r e  i s  read ing; but read in g  w ith  a purpose to
> f 5)

gu ide  i t ,  and with system.^ /

I b id ,  p . v i i  
I b id ,  p . x i i i  
I b id ,  p . x v i i i  
I b id ,  p . x i x  
I b id ,  p . x x i
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So Arnold comes to  the t i t l e  o f  h i s  book, L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma

-  the  e x p l i c i t  treatm ent of  two spheres  which he has a lread y ,

in S t .  Paul and P r o te s ta n t i s m ,  i m p l i c i t l y  connected .

God and the B i b l e , p u b l ish ed  two years  l a t e r  in 1875, i s

a s e q u e l  t o  L i t e r a tu r e  and Dogma, c a l l e d  f o r t h  by the  need to

e x p la in  c e r ta in  p o i n t s  more f u l l y ,  j u s t  as 'P u r itan ism  and the

Church of  England' was evoked by o b j e c t i o n s  to th e  e s s a y s  on

S t .  P a u l . Arnold re p e a ts  th e  aim of  both  works in th e  P re fa c e

to  God and the B ib le  :

'To show the tru th  and n e c e s s i t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and 
i t s  charm f o r  the  h e a r t ,  mind and im agination  o f  man, 
even though the p r e t u r n a tu r a l ,  which i s  now i t s  
popular  s a n c t io n ,  should  have to  be g iven  up. To \
show t h i s ,  i s  th e  end f o r  which both  books were w r i t t e n . '  ̂ ^

He i s  s t i l l  concerned with  commending a ' r e a s o n a b le '  C h r i s t i a n i t y

to  h i s  countrymen; f o r  'men cannot do w ithout  i t ; . . . . t h e y  cannot

do w i th  i t  as i t  i s . ' The P r o t e s t a n t  n a t io n s  are b eg in n in g

t o  f in d  th a t  t h e i r  S ix te e n th  Century th e o lo g y  i s  a t  f a u l t^ ^ )  
and so we are brought back again to  C u ltu re .  Arnold i s  c o n f i 

dent th a t  h i s  à t te n p t  to connect C g r i s t i a n i t y  and Culture  w i l l  

be re c o g n ise d  as 'an attempt c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  and an a t tem p t  r e l i 

g io u s .  '

’1)  God and the B i b l e , p . v i i
2)  I b id ,  p . v i i i
3) I b id ,  p . X X
4) I b id ,  p . X X X
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The l a s t  tw e lv e  years  o f  Mathhew A rnold 's  l i f e  covered  a 

p e r io d  o f  g rea t  a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in e s s a y s , t o  which  

he returned  a f t e r  the th ree  lo n g e r  works. This p e r io d  i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t ,  both  f o r  A rnold 's  return to  l i t e r a t u r e  in  the  

narrower s e n s e ,  and f o r  h i s  c o n t in u in g  i n t e r e s t  in a l l  the  

s u b j e c t s  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  w r i t in g s .  That he s t i l l  had p o e tr y  

in him i s  proved by the  e l e g y  on the  death  of  h i s  f r i e n d  Arthur  

S ta n le y ,  Dean o f  S t .  P a u l ' s . ' W e s t m i n s t e r  Abbey',  a poem 

o f  the same q u a l i t y  as 'T l iy r s i s ' ,  and on a r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t ,  

i s  a f i t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  A rn o ld 's  p o e t i c a l  c a r e e r . T h e  

dominant id e a ,  th a t  o f  l i g h t ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  S ta n le y  i s  

'a  c h i ld  o f  l i g h t * ,  and Arnold mourns h i s  p a s s i n g  at a t im e when 

h i s  i n f l u e n c e  was needed:

(1)  The c h tô f  works o f  th e se  years  were:
Lasjg Essays on Church and R e l i g i o n ,  w r i t t e n  1876,

p u b l i sh e d  1877  
Mixed E s s a y s ,most o f  them w r i t t e n  1 8 7 7 -8 ,  p u b l i s h e d  1879  
I r i s h  E s s a y s , w r i t t e n  1879-81 " 1882
D isc o u r se s  in America, r e v i s e d  1882-4 ,  " 1885
Essays  in C r i t i c i s m , S e r i e s  I I ,  w r i t t e n  1 880-88 ,  " 1888
As th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  l a t e  work, and th e  q u es t io n s  r a i s e d  
by i t ,  cannot be adequate ly  t r e a t e d  in a con c lud in g  ch a p te r ,  
and as the  conn^ection^ o:g. S.t. Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  w ith  
the l a t e r  \vorlc %* ï̂e^8 8̂  s i g n i f i c a n t  than i t s  connect ion  w ith  
the e a r l i e r  work ( see  pp  M.Yf), on ly  o u ts ta n d in g  p o i n t s  in  
th e se  e s s a y s  w i l l  be d e a l t  w ith  h ere .

(2 )  The fu n er a l  was on 25th  J u ly ,  1881 .  "Westminster Abbey", 
A rnold 's  e l e g y ,  v/as f i r s t  p u b l i sh e d  in the N in e te e n th  
Century f o r  Jan. 1882.

(3 )  The o th e r  l a t e  poems are o f  l i t t l e  importance,  though the 
animal poems, ' G e i s t ' s  Grave',  'Poor M a tth ia s '  and 'K a iser

Dead' are among the  most charming of  h i s  l i g h t e r  v e r s e s .
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'A c h i ld  of  l i g h t  appear'd;
H ith er  he came, l a t e -h o r n  and l o n g - d e s i r e d .
And to men's h e a r ts  t h i s  a n c ie n t  p l a c e  endear'd;
What, i s  the happy glow so  soon exp ired ? '  (1)

The poem a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  A rn o ld 's  use of C h r is t ia n  le g en d ,

and in t h i s  i t  may he compared w ith  ' S t .  Brandan' which had

been p u b l ish ed  in F r a s e r ' s  Magazine twenty-one  years  e a r l i e r .

A rnold 's  return to  'pure' l i t e r a t u r e  i s  fu r th e r  i l l u s t r a t e d

by the  second s e r i e s  o f  Essays in C r i t i c i s m , p u b l i sh e d  in th e

year  o f  h i s  death, of th e s e  'The Study o f  P o e t r y ' ^ i s  one of

h i s  most important c r i t i c a l  e s s a y s .  In It he d eve lops  th a t

th e o ry  of  p o e tr y  which l in k s  i t  c l o s e l y  w ith  r e l i g i o n :  ' The

s t r o n g e s t  p art  of  our r e l i g i o n  t o - d a y ' , he s a y s ,  ' i s  i t s
(4P

unconscious p o e t r y ' .  ̂ The l i n k  w i th  L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma

i s  p l a i n .  In t h i s  e s s a y ,  a l s o ,  Ai'nold p uts  forward h i s  much- 

c r i t i c i s e d  s u b j e c t i v e  t e s t  f o r  the  h ig h e s t  p o e t r y , a n d  

d ev e lo p s  th a t  d o c tr in e  of the  'grand s t y l e ' which appears in  

the Homer l e c t u r e s . T h e  other  e s s a y s  in t h i s  volume are  

a l s o  on l i t e r a r y  s u b j e c t s ;  the e s s a y  on S h e l l e y  has r e c e iv e d  

s u f f i c i e n t  censure ,  and c r i t i c s  have not  always remembered th a t  

i t  was intended only as a p r e l im in a r y  s k e tc h ,  to  be fo l lo w e d  by  

a f u l l e r  e s s a y  on S h e l l e y ' s  work. One i n t e r e s t i n g  echo o f

1)  11. 7-10 Poems, p . 450
2) Poems, p p . 380-2 ,
3) P u b l ished  in 1880 as the  General I n tr o d u c t io n  to  The E n g l i s h  

P o e t s , ed i t e d  by T. H. Ward
4) E s s .  C r i t . i i ,  p . 2
5) I b id ,  p . 19
6)  v .^p 519 above.
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some words in St.  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  may be n o t i c e d  in

p a s s in g :  the n o to r io u s  comment on S h e l l e y ,  ' a b e a u t i f u l  and

i n e f f e c t u a l  a n g e l ,  b e a t in g  in the  void h i s  luminous wings in  
(1 )

va i n* , ^ / i s  matched by the  remarks on John W.-sley in the  

e a r l i e r  book: 'Yet t h i s  a im iab le  and g ra c io u s  s p i r i t ,  but  i n t e l 

l e c t u a l l y  s l i g h t  and sh a l lo w  compared t o  S t .  P a u l ,  b ea t  h i s  

wings in v a i n . '  ̂̂   ̂ F i n a l l y ,  th e  sh o r t  address on H i l t o n ,  

which Arnold d e l iv e r e d  almost on th e  eve o f  h i s  death,  

c o n ta in s  a p assage  which, perhaps more than anyth ing  e l s e ,  shews 

t h a t  h i s  thought i s  a u n ity :

'As the Greek p o e t  long  ago s a id ,  e x c e l l e n c e  d w e l ls  
among rocks hard ly  a c c e s s i b l e ,  and a man must almost  
wear h i s  heart  out b e fo r e  he can reach  h e r .  Who
ever' t a l k s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  as common and abundant, i s  
on the way to l o s e  a l l  r i g h t  standard o f  e x c e l l e n c e .
And when the  r i g h t  standard o f  e x c e l l e n c e  i s 'l o s t ,  
i t  i s  not  l i k e l y  th a t  much which i s  e x c e l l e n t  w i l l  
be p r o d u c e d . ' ( - )

This was at the c l o s e  of A rno ld 's  l i f e ;  he had a lread y  

p u b l ish e d  the  four  volumes o f  e s sa y s  in which h i s  c r i t i c i s m  p la y s  

upon a l l  the t o p i c s  that  i n t e r e s t e d  him -  ed u c a t io n ,  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t io n s ,  and r e l i g i o n ,  as w e l l  as l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  

usual s e n s e .  The t i t l e .  Last Essays on Church and R e l i g i o n , 

speaks f o r  i t s e l f ;  i t  c lo s e d ,  sa id  Arnold in th e  P r e f a c e ,  ' th e

1)  E ss .  C r i t .  I I .  p . 252
2)  S t .  P .  & P . p . 74
3) 13th  of  February, 1888, in S t .  M argaret 's  Church, W estminster
4)  E s s ,  C r i t  I I ,  p . 58
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s e r i e s  o f  my attempts to  d ea l  d i r e c t l y  w ith  q u e s t io n s  concerning  

r e l i g i o n  and the C h u r c h , t h o u g h  he adds,  ' I n d i r e c t l y  such  

q u e s t io n s  must o f t e n ,  in a l l  s e r io u s  l i t e r a r y  work, p r e s e n t  

t h e ms e l v e s . ' In t h i s  volume Arnold co n t in u e s  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  

of the ' t r a d i t i o n a r y  r e l i g i o n ' which he b e l i e v e d  would i f  

c lun g  t o ,  mean ' th e  e x t i n c t i o n  of  C h r is t ia n i ty '^ ^ n d  he takes a 

f i n a l  aim at  D is se n t  in ' The Church o f  E n g l a n d ' a n d  in 'A 

Last  Word on the B u r ia ls  B i l l ' .

This volume co n ta in s  one e s s a y  in which may be traced  a 

c l o s e  connect ion  with  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m ; t h i s  i s  "A 

Psychol<bgical P a r a l l e l " ,  and in i t  Arnold r e tu rn s  t o  c e r t a i n  

c r i t i c s  of  h i s  view of  S t .  P a u l ,  who had charged him w i th  mak-
( 5 )in g th a t  a p o s t l e  appear an ' im b e c i l e  and cred u lous  e n t h u s ia s t  ' ^

b ecause  ' undoubtedly he b e l i e v e d  in th e  m ira c le  o f  p h y s i c a l

r e s u r r e c t i o n ' which Arnold r e j e c t e d .  As a r e s u l t ,  presum

a b ly ,  o f  lo n g  thought.  Arnold d ec id e s  t o  answer t h i s  'by

p u t t i n g  a p a r a l l e l  c a s e . ' Thi s  i s  th e  case  of th e  Seven teen th

Last  E s s , p . v .
I b id ,  p . v  
I b id ,  p . x i i i
This e s sa y  conta ins  ( I b id ,  p p .1 8 5 -6 )  the  remarks on R.W.

Dale quoted above, pp.iox-'^f .
I b id ,  p . 3 
I b id ,  p . 3
The date  of  the  e s s a y  i s  1876 
Last  E s s , p . 4
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Ge j t ur y  Cambridge P l a t o n i s t ,  John Smith, the  author of what 

Arnold c a l l s  a ' great  d i s c o u r s e ' Qn the E x c e l l e n c y  and Noble

n e s s  o f  True R e l i g i o n . This man, in common w ith  most o f  h i s  

contem porar ies ,  b e l i e v e d  in w i t h c r a f t ;  and, says Arnold,

' That a man shares  an error of  th e  minds around
him and of the t im es  in which he l i v e s ,  proves
n o th in g  a g a in s t  h i s  b e in g  a man o f  v e r a c i t y ,  
judgment and mental p o w e r . ' ( 2 )

As w ith  the Cambridge P l a t o n i s t s ,  s o  w ith  S t .  P a u l .  The

remainder of  the  e s sa y  has a s tr o n g e r  a f f i n i t y  w ith  L i t e r a t u r e

and Dogma than with  S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m ; but  the

'second thoughts* on a c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  e a r l i e r  work i l l u s t r a t e

the c o n t i n u i t y  o f  Arnold 's  thought .

Mixed E s s a y s , p u b l ish ed  in 1879 and r e p r e s e n t in g ,  in the  

main, work o f  1877-8 ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  A rn o ld 's  i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i c s  

and in s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s , a n d  a l s o  co n ta in s  more s t r i c t l y  

l i t e r a r y  e s sa y s  ; the  e s s a y  on F alk land  i s  a p l e a  f o r  t h a t  

c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  both s i d e s  o f  a q u e s t io n ,  v/hich C ulture  and 

the  h a b i t  of true  c r i t i c i s m  b r in g .  I r i s h  Essays  and Others  

p u b l i sh e d  in 1882 and w r i t t e n  f o r  the most p a r t  during 18 7 9 -8 1 ,

I b id ,  p . 22 
I b id ,  p . 28
'Democracy'; ' E q u a l i t y ' ; ' I r i s h  C a th o l ic i sm  and B r i t i s h  
L ib e r a l i s m ' ;  'Porro Unum Est N ecessar iu m î.  I t  i s  o f  course  
im p o s s ib le  to  p la c e  any e s sa y  of  A rno ld 's  in a r i g i d  c a t e 

gory ,  and t h i s  i s  on ly  attempted here w ith  f u l l  r e a l i s a t i o n  of  
i t s  danger; f o r  example, th e  e s s a y  on ' I r i s h  C a th o l ic i sm '  con

t a i n s  much r e l i g i o u s  c r i t i c i s m  which cannot be c a l l e d  
' p o l i t i c a l ' ,  c f .  A rno ld 's  p r a i s e  of  C a th o l ic i sm ,  p . 121

(4 )  'A Guide to E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e '  (a rev iew  o f  S topford
Brooke 's  A Primer of E n g l ish  L i t e r a t u r e );  'A French C r i t i c  
on Milton"^ 'A French C r i t i c  on Goethe^, and 'George Sand'
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c o n ta in s  a h igher  proport ion  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  ' and ' s o c i a l  ' 

e s s a y s ,  hut a l s o  two more l i t e r a r y  o ne s . Arnol d in c luded  in 

t h i s  volume the P r e fa c e s  to  the  Poems o f  1853 and 1854,  thus  

marking h i s  se n se  of t h e i r  va lue  as a p a r t  of  h i s  work, even 

though he adds, "Exactly  as th ey  stand ,  I should  not have w r i t t e n  

them now. '

There remain the D isco u rses  in America, p u b l i s h e d  in 1885

a f t e r  a chequered h i s t o r y  and much r e v i s i o n .  Like th e  o th er

volumes, t h i s  rep rese n ts  A rno ld 's  i n t e r e s t  in many a s p e c t s  o f

l i f e  and thought .  His s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  predom inates  in

'Numbers; or The M ajority  and th e  Heianant', l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m

the ass ay ^  on Emerson. The other  e s s a y , ' L i t e r a t u r e  and S c i e n c e ' ,

i s  perhaps the  most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  fo r  i t  shews Arnold d efend ing

th e  p la c e  o f  hum anities  in e d u ca t io n ,  and regard ing  h i m s e l f ,  as

he always d i d ,  as ' a man of l e t t e r s ' :

'A man of  l e t t e r s ,  i t  w i l l  perhaps be s a id ,  i s  not  
competent to  d i s c u s s  the comparative m er i ts  o f  / ^\
l e t t e r s  and n a tu ra l  s c i e n c e  as means o f  e d u c a t io n ' .  ̂ ^

But he promises  not  to be ambitious;  h i s  aim i s  siimply to recom

mend l i t e r a t u r e ,  in the  w id es t  sen se  o f  the term, as e s s e n t i a l

(1)  'The I n c o m p a t ib le s ';  'Ah Unregarded I r i s h  G r iev a n ce ' ( t h i s  
d e a ls  w ith  the  need f o r  b e t t e r  secondary  educat ion  in  I r e 
la n d ) ;  'The Future of L ib era l i sm '
*Bcce, Convertimur ad G en tes '

A Speech a t  E ton ';  'The French P la y  in London ' ; ' C o p y r i g h t , 
I r i s h  E s s a y s , p . v  
D isc o u r se s  in America, p . 81
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to  tru e  ed u cat ion ;  we must, indeed ,  acquaint  o u r s e lv e s  w ith

the r e s u l t s  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  and Arnold understands i t s

importance; 'Yet the m a jo r i ty  of  men w i l l  always
requ ire  humane l e t t e r s ,  and so much the  
more, as th ey  have the  more and the  
g r e a te r  r e s u l t s  of  s c i e n c e  to r e l a t e  to  
the need in man f o r  conduct,  and to  the  
need in him f o r  b e a u t y ' . ( l )

Thus Matthew Arnold rounded o f f  h i s  l i t e r a r y  ca r eer  in a

way s u i t e d  to the  w h o le , w ith  no one i n t e r e s t  dom inating the

r e s t ,  y e t  w ith  a l l  s u b je c t s  t r e a te d  from the s ta n d p o in t  of the  

man of  l e t t e r s ,  th e  t r u l y  ' cu l tu red '  man. C ultu re ,  in th e  

s e n s e  o f  wide reading  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  d ig e s t e d  and a p p l i e d ,  i s  

the  key to  h i s  achievement; apart from h i s  p o e t r y ,  he i s  remem

bered chiefl^T as a c r i t i c ,  and c r i t i c i s m  he regarded as the  

means by which c u l tu r e  i s  ach ieved .  I f ,  t h e r e f o r e .  Essays  in  

C r i t i c i s m  and Culture and Anarchy are the  c e n t r a l  peaks in the  

range o f  h i s  vfork, S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  may c la im  a p l a c e  

not  f a r  below them, f o r  i t  r e p r ese n t s  h i s  f i r s t  atterirpt to  apply  

h i s  own p r i n c i p l e s  t o  the l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  o f  the  B i b l e .  I t  

can h a rd ly  be too  o f ten  repeated  th a t  t h i s  B i b i l i c a l  c r i t i c i s m

was l i t e r a r y ,  not t e c h n i c a l  or p r im a r i l y  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  and that
i

i t s  end was c u l t u r e ,  or the  c l e a r i n g  o f  a way f o r  c u l tu r e  to  work,

(1 )  I%id, p . 137,
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I t  i s  subm itted  that t h i s  i s  the  tru e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  S t .  Paul  

and P r o te s ta n t i s m  when i t  i s  seen  in the  c o n tex t  o f  A rn o ld 's  

whole achievement.
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Ai^pendix Notes on some P e r s o n s , P e r i o d i c a l s  e t c .  R eferred
to  in "St. Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m *

C a t t l e  Rev. Williara

V. C & A (1869) 7 .79 ;  (1935 ed. Dover W i l s o n ) , 
p . 227. p . 91 n.
S t .  P (1 p (1870 second e d i t i o n )  p .x x x v i

Wesleyan m in i s t e r ,  took cha ir  f o r  Hr. Hurphy at  h i s  l e c t u r e s  
a g a in s t  the  Roman C a th o l ic  Church, in Birmingham, 1 8 6 7 -8 .  In
second e d i t i o n  of  C & A h i s  name i s  om itted .  He c o n tr ib u ted
a sermon on ' J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by F a i th '  to  .Sermons by Wes ley a n  
Methodist  M in is te r s  (1850 ejrc) v o l . I I .

Conder Rev. George W ill iam

V .  S t .  P . & P pp. x v - x v i , 172

C ongregat ion a l  m in i s t e r  at Leeds in 1862. Author of  two 
pamphlets b ear in g  on the B icen ten a ry  o f  1862

The Exodus o f  1662 1882
I n t e l l i g e n t  'and True Worship 1869

A staunch Nonconformist,  but e v i d e n t l y  l ib e r a l -m in d e d  and ab le  
to  c r i t i c i s e  h i s  own t r a d i t i o n .

.Dale Rev. R. W. v .  above p.

F a w c e t t , Henry (1833-84)
V .  S t .  P. & P . p . x x x v i i

Educated P eterhouse  and T r i n i t y  H a l l ,  Cambridge.
1856 F e l lo w s h ip ,  T r i n i t y  H a l l  
1358 Blinded in an a c c id e n t
1863 P r o f e s s o r  of P o l i t i c a l  Economy, Cambridge. 

L ib e r a l  M.P. Postm aster-G enera l  in  G la d s to n e 's  government.
Was a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  and d i s c i p l e  o f  J .  3. M i l l .

F r a s e r ' s  Magazine
V .  S t .  P .  & P . p . 157

A rn o ld 's  r e fe r e n c e  i s  to "The P resen t  S t a t e  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Con
t r o v e r s y " ,  F r a s e r ' s  Magazine, Nov. 1869.  p p . 537-74
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F u l l  q u o ta t io n s  are
p .5 6 5  'The g en era l  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s l i g h t  s k e t c h . . . .  appears  
to  h e ,  th a t  P r o t e s t  an t  ism as s t a t e d  hy P a le y  and o th er  w r i t e r s  
of  th a t  s c h o o l  i s  the  on ly  form of  C h r i s t i a n i t y  which i s  worthy  
o f  the s e r io u s  co n s id e r a t io n  of  r a t i o n a l  men. '

p . 566  ̂ ' The only  i n t e l l i g i b l e  way o f  s t a t i n g  the C h r is t ia n  case
i s ,  that  Jesus  C hr is t  b^ ing  a su pern atu ra l  p e r s o n ,  af f irm ed  
the  t r u th  o f  c e r ta in  d o c t r i n e s . . . .  and t h a t ,  t h i s  appears from 
common h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e . '

p . 569 'The hold o f  the  s a i n t  upon the worldl^^ man l i e s  in  
p ro v in g  to  him, as a f a c t ,  that  C hr is t  th rea ten ed  him w ith  h e l l -  
f i r e ,  and proved h i s  power to  th rea ten  by r i s i n g  from the dead 
and ascending  in to  h e a v e n . '

P *572 ' The fundamental a s s e r t i o n s  of  C h r i s t i a n i t y . '

F r a s e r ' s  Magazine was e d i t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime by J .A.  Froude 
% e d i t o r ,  1860-74)

Knox, Alexander  
V .  S t . P .  & P p . 25

R. Southey, L i f e  of  John W esley,  w i th  Remarks on h i s  L i f e  and 
Character by the l a t e  A. Knox e s q .  2 v o l s l  (1846 J

)
A rn o ld 's  quota t ion  i s  in  VoJ. I I ,  p . 478

Lecky W il l iam  Edward Hartpole  
V .  S t . P .  & P p . 80

A rn o ld 's  r e fe r e n c e  to  h i s  H is to ry  of  European Morals (2 v o l s .  
Lond. 1869) i s  t o  the  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e : -

I .  p p . 143-6  ' Grov/th o f  v e r a c i t y  -  i n d u s t r i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and
p h i l o s o p h i c a l . '

p .  145 ' Tr utlif u l n e s s . . . .  i s  not reckoned among th e  funda
mentals  o f  m o ra l i ty '  by n o n - i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n s .
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Rev. ïïdward (1809-80)  v .  8 t . p .  & P , x v i ,  x x x v i ,
: c x x v i i - i x

C ongregat iona l  m i n i s t e r ,  founder and e d i t o r  o f  th e  Ronconformist  
and th e  E n g l i s h  Independent , and ardent su pp orter  of  the A n t i -  
State-Church A s s o c i a t i o n ,  l a t e r  the  L ib e r a t io n  S o c i e t y .  Eis  
whole l i f e  was spent  in e f f o r t s  to  d i s e s t a b l i s h  the  Church o f  
England, v. B ib l io g ra p h y ,  and p .  ^5,5' '̂^above.

Ryle  Rev. John Charles
V .  S t . P .  & p . p . v i i

\
V ica r  o f  Stradbroke and Rural Dean of Horne, S u f f o l k .  A f t e r -  
YiTards (1880) f i r s t  b ishop  o f  L iv e r p o o l .  Strong E v a n g e l i c a l .
V .  the  Record, 15 Oct. 1869, rep o r t  o f  sermon by Ryle on lieb. 
x i i i ,  9Sl ^ e  not ca rr ied  about w ith  d iv e r s  and s t r a n g e  
d o c t r i n e s .*  . Ryle recommends d i l i g e n t  study  o f  B i b l e  and the  
39 A r t i c l e s :  the l a t t e r ,  he s a y s ,  should be read p u b l i c l y
once a y e a r ,  f o r  theyembody the  * G lor ious  t r u th s  o f  the Reform
a t io n .  *

S t a n i f o r t h Sampson (1 7 2 0 -7 8 (9 ? ) )

V .  S t . P .  & P . pp. 54-5

c f .  *Tlie L i f e  o f  S. S t a n i f o r t h ,  w r i t t e n  by h i m s e l f * ,  in L iv es  o f  
E a r ly  Methodist  P reachers ,  e t c .by Thomas Jackson, a Wesleyan  
M in is t e r  "( 1937“ e t c .  ) Vol.  I I

The passage  quoted by Arnold i s  t o  be found in th e  above volume,  
pp. 160 f f .
I t  seems more l i k e l y ,  however, th a t  Arnold found th e  p a ssa g e  in 
R. Southey*s L i f e  of  John Wesley (1846) V o l . I I ,  p .4 8 ,  as h i s  
p un ctuat ion  f o l lo w s  t h i s  more c l o s e l y ,  and he shews a knowledge  
of  t h i s  book, S t .  P . & P . p . 25.

W i l l e y  (presumably) Rev. W il l iam , f 1. c .  1863  
V .  S t . P .  & P . p . x v i i

Wesleyan m in i s t e r .  He wrote a p r e f a c e  to  D a i ly  M e d i ta t io n s  on 
S c r ip tu r e  by Mrs. Bridgewater (1 8 5 7 ) ,  and r e y i s e d  The H is to r y  
o f  Met h odism, by A. Stevens (1 8 6 5 ) .
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y

I .  I%tth.ew A r n o ld *3 Works: e d i t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  th e  te&t

laJ C o l l e c t e d  E d i t i o n s .

The L e t t e r s  o f  Matthew A rnold ,  I 848- 8 8 .
E d ited  by G. W. E. R u s s e l l .
2 vo lu m es .  Lend. I 9CI.

The L e t t e r s  o f  Matthew Arnold to  A.H,Clough.
E d ite d  by H.F.Lowry. Bond. & Hew Yk. 1 9 3 2 .

The Poems o f  î%tthew Arnold.  Oxford, 1945*

E ssays  by I%tthew Arnold. Oxford, 1 925 .

l b ) Works p u b l i s h e d  during Arnold*s L i f e .

I The d a te s  i n d i c a t e  the  e d i t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  th e  
t e x t .  The order  i s  t h a t  o f  o r i g i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n ) .

England and the  I t a l i a n  Q u es t io n .  Lond. 1859*

Popular  E ducat ion  i n  Prance.  Lond. 1 8 6 1 .

A French Eton: or Middle C la s s  E d u cat ion
and the  S t a t e .  Lond. & Cambr. I 8 6 4 .

E ssays  i n  C rit ic ism .' '  Lond. & Cambr. 1875 #

On the  Study o f  C e l t i c  L i t e r a t u r e .  Bond. 1 8 6 7 .

S ch oo ls  and U n i v e r s i t i e s  on the  C o n t in e n t .  Bond. 1 8 68 .

Culture  and Anarchy. Bond. 1 8 8 2 .

” " ” e d i t e d  by J .  Dover W ilson
Cambr. 1 932 .

S t .  Paul and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  ISecond E d i t i o n )  Bond. I 87C.

F r i e n d s h i p ' s  Garland. Bond. 1871*
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L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma.

God and the B i b l e .

L as t  E ssays  on Church and R e l i g i o n .  

Ivlixed E s s a y s .

I r i s h  E ssa y s  and Others.

D is c o u r s e s  i n  America.

Essays  i n  C r i t i c i s m ,  Second S e r i e s .

Lond, 1 8 8 3 .

Lond. 1884 ,

Lond, 1 8 7 7 .

Lond, 1 8 7 9 .

Lond, 1882 .

Lond, 1 8 8 5 .

Lond, 1888 ,

I I .  Secondary S o u r c es .

Works mentioned i n  the  t e x t  or i n  f o o t n o t e s  are  marked 
th u s  : *

I A b b ott ,  E. *The L i f e  and L e t t e r s  o f  Benjamin Jowett.  
^Campbell, L. • (2 v o l s .  j. Lond.

A rno ld ,  T. L U sc e l la n eo u s  Works: e d i t e d  by
A .P .S t a n l e y .  Lond.

B a l l e i n e ,  G.R. A H is to r y  o f  the  E v a n g e l i c a l
P a r ty  i n  th e  Church o f  England. Lond.

B lackburn ,  N. 'The Background o f  A r n o ld 's
- L i t e r a t u r e  and Dogma" -
Mod. P h i l . X L I I I . i 945- 6 c p p . i 3O f f .

1 8 9 7 .

1 8 4 5 .

1 933 .

B o n n e r o t , L. *Empedocle Sur L'Etna, P a r i s ,  1 9 4 7 .

*Ifetthew Arnold,  Poet e :  E s s a i e
de B io g r a p h ie  P s y c h o lo g iq u e .  P a r i s ,

B r i l i o t h ,  Y. The A n g l ica n  R e v iv a l .

1 9 4 7 .  

Lond. 1 9 2 5 .

Brown, E.K. S tu d ie s  i n  the  Text o f  Matthew
A r n o ld '8 Prose  Works. P a r i s ,  1 9 3 5 .
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Brown, E.K, *Lîatthew Arnold: A Study i n
C o n f l i c t .  C hicago ,  1 9 40 .

B r o w n e l l ,  W,C, V i c t o r i a n  Prose i'/iasters* New York, 1 9 Cl.

C arp en ter ,  S.C,Church and P e o p le ,  1 7 8 9 -1 8 8 9 .  Bond. 1933*

Chambers, E,K, A Sheaf o f  S t u d i e s .  Oxford, 1942 .

Matthew Arnold: A Study Oxford, 1 9 4 7 .

Church, R.W. *The Oxford Movement, 1 8 3 3 - 4 5 .  Lond. 1 9 22 .

C lark ,  H.W. *The Cross and The E te r n a l  Order. Lond. 1943*

C o len so ,  J.W. *The P en ta teu ch  and th e  Book o f
Joshua C r i t i c a l l y  Examined,

P a r t s  I  -  I I .  Lond. 1 8 6 2 - 3 .

B a k in ,  A. ^ C alv in ism . Lond. 1940 .

D a l e ,  A,W,W, *The J-»ife o f  R.W.Dale o f
Birmingham. Lond. 1 8 99 .

D a l e ,  R.W. E ssa y s  and A d d r e s s e s ,

C o l l e c t e d  S peech es ,  e t c . ,  1 8 5 8 -8 5 .

*Church and D i s s e n t :  A L e c tu r e .  Lond. &
Birmingham, 1 8 6 2 .

iD a v id so n ,  R. *The L i f e  o f  A. C. T a i t ,
^Benham, W. Archbishop o f  Canterbury.

12 v o l s . )  Lond. 1 8 91 .

lEhrsam, T.G. B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Twelve
t D e i l y ,  R.H. V i c t o r i a n  A uthors .  New York, 1 9 3 6 .

E l i o t ,  T .S .  Arnold and P a te r :  The Use o f
P o e tr y  and the Use o f  C r i t i c i s m

Cambridge, filass: 1 933 .

E l l i o t t - B i n n s  L. ^ R e l ig io n  i n  th e  V i c t o r i a n
Era. Lond. 1 9 3 6 .

E ssa y s  and Reviews. ■ Lond. 1 8 6 0 .

P i t c h ,  J .G . Thomas and I%tthew Arnold; t h e i r
I n f l u e n c e  on E n g l i s h  E d u cat ion  Lond. 1 0 9 7 .
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Gal t o n ,  A, Two E ssays  on Ivüatthew Arnold ,  with.
some o f  h i s  L e t t e r s  to  the  Author.Lond. 1897*

Gardner, P. The R e l i g i o u s  E xp er ien ce  o f
S t .  P a u l .  Lond. 1 9 11 .

Harper, G.M. iviatthew Arnold and th e  Z e i t  G e is t
I i n  the  S p i r i t  o f  D e l i g h t ) .  New York, 1 9 2 8 .

H a r r iso n ,  P. The Choice o f  Books.  Lond. I 896 .

** Tennyson, Ruskin, % 1 1 ,  and
o th e r  L i t e r a r y  E s t im a t e s .  Lond. 1 8 9 9 .

H ic k s ,  J .  'The S to ic i s m  o f  Iviatthew A rnold*.
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Iowa S t u d i e s .
V I ,  i .  1 9 4 2 , pp. 1 1 - 6 2 .

* I d e a s  and B e l i e f s  o f  the  V i c t o r i a n s .  Lond. 1949 .

Hutton ,  R.H. Essays  on some Modem Guides i n
Ivlatters o f  P a i t h .  Lond. 1 9 00 .

" " Mr. A rn o ld 's  Sublimated B i b l e
I in  Thought and T h in kers ,  V o l . I ,

pp.  214 f f . ) 1 9 0 2 .

J a ck so n ,  T. L iv e s  o f  E ar ly  ÏÏIethodist P r e a c h e r s . . 1 8 3 7 .

K e l l e t t ,  E.E. *As I  Remember. Lond. 1 9 3 6 .

" " ^ R e l ig io u s  L i f e  i n  th e  E ar ly
V i c t o r i a n  Age. Lond. 1 9 3 8 .

h i n g s m i l l ,  H. iviatthew Arnold. Lond. 1928 .

Lawrence, E .P ,  'An A p o s t l e ' s  P r o g r e s s :  Matthew
Arnold i n  A m erica ' .
P.Q. X. 1 9 3 1 . pp. 62 .  f f .

L e a t h e s ,  S. The W itness  o f  Paul  to  C h r is t
(B oy le  L e c t u r e s ,  1 8 6 9 ) .  Lond., Oxford,

Cambr. 1869 .

Lecky ,  W.E.H. * H is to r y  o f  European Morals from
Augustus to Charlemagne. • Lond. 1 8 6 9 .
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L e w is ,  U.S,  *The Screwtape L e t t e r s .

iViallock, W.H. The New R epublic :  o r  C u l t u r e ,
P a i t h ,  and P h i lo so p h y  i n  an 
E n g l i s h  Country H o u s e . . . .

i / ï i a l l ,  A. 

m a l l , E.

M orley ,  J .

P a u l ,  H.W. 

Payne E.A.

L i f e  o f  Edward M i a l l .

The N o n c o n fo rm is t ' s  S k e tc h -  
Book: v ie w s  on a - S ta te -C hu rch
and i t s  A ttendant  E v i l s .

'm t t h e w  Arnold*.
N in e te e n th  C entury . Dec.  1 8 95 ,

pp. 1041- 5 5 .

*Fiatthew Arnold.

*The Pree Church T r a d i t io n  i n  
the  L i f e  o f  England.

Lond. 1 9 4 3 .

Lond. 1 8 7 7 .

Lond. I 884 .

Lond. 1 8 4 5 .

Q u en n e l l ,  P. V i c t o r i a n  Panorama.

Lond. 1 9 0 2 .

Lond. 1 9 4 4 * 

Lond. 1 9 3 7 .

R a le i g h ,  W, Some Authors : L i t e r a r y  E s s a y s .  Oxford, 1 9 2 3 .

Robertson,cT.M. Modern Humanists.

Renan, E. * S t .  P a u l ,  ( H i s t o i r e  des  O r ig in e s
du C h r i s t ia n i s m ,  V o l .  3 )

* R e p l i e s  to  E ssays  and Reviews.

R eu ss ,  E.Y/.E. C h r i s t ia n  Theology i n  the
A p o s t û l i c  Age (P r e fa c e  and 
N otes  by R.W.Dale)

R u s s e l l ,  G.W.E.Matthew Arnold .

R y le ,  J .C .  Church and D i s s e n t :  Why do I
p r e f e r  Church to ChapelV

(Sanday,  W. A C r i t i c a l  and E x e g e t i c a l
(Headlam, A. Commentary on the  E p i s t l e  to

the  Romans.

S a in t s b u r y ,  G.*Matthew Arnold .

Lond. 1 8 9 1 .

P a r i s ,  1 8 6 9 . 

Lond. 1 8 6 2 .

1 8 7 2 ,  e t c .

1 9 0 5 .
Lond. I 87O,

1 8 9 5 .

Edinburgh, 1 8 9 9 .
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S a i n t s b u r y ,Ge *The L ater  n i n e t e e n t h  C entury .E dinburgh ,  I 9O7 * 
S andfordy  £ . &  M em oirs Archbishop  lé m p ie . fZvoL). Lond-, 1^0^.
S e l l s ,  I . E .  iviatthew Arnold and Prance .  New York, 1939 .

* Sermons by Wesleyan M eth o d is t  M i n i s t e r s ,
V o l . I I .  Lond. 1 8 5 c ,  e t c .

S h a fe r ,  R. C h r i s t i a n i t y  and N a tu ra l i sm .  New Haven, 1 9 2 6 .

S id g w ick ,  H. ^ M isce l la n eo u s  E ssays  & A d d r e s s e s .  Lond. 1 9 O4 .

Smart,  T.B. B ib l io g r a p h y  o f  Matthew Arnold .  Lond. 1892 .

S outhey ,  R. * L i fe  o f  John W esley.  I 846 .

S t a n l e y ,  A.P. L i f e  o f  Thomas Arnold (2 v o l . )  Lond. I 844 .

S t a n l e y ,  C. *IVlatthew Arnold. Univ .  T o ro n to ,1 9 3 8 .

S teph en ,  L. S tu d i e s  o f  a B io g ra p h er ,
V o l .  I I .  Lond. 19IC.

(towry^^H^pf " *The P o e tr y  o f  Iviatthew Arnold .  Lond. 1 9 4 0 .

T r i l l i n g ,  L, *IVIatthev/ Arnold .  New York, 1 9 3 9 .

T r is tra m , H. 'Newman and iviatthew Arnold ' ,
C o r n h i l l  M agazine . IVlarch, 1 9 2 6 ,
pp. 309—1 9 .

Ward, Mrs.H, A W r i t e r ' s  R e c o l l e c t i o n s .  Lond. 1 9 1 9 .

Ward, T.H. The Reign o f  Queen V i c t o r i a .
V o l .  I I .  Lond. 1 8 8 7 .

*The W estm inster  C o n fe s s io n  o f  1649 .  Edinburgh
and Lond. 1 9 4 8 .

Whale, J . S .  ^ C h r is t ia n  D o c t r in e .  Cambr. 1 9 4 1 .

7/hi t e ,  G. I%tthew Arnold and th e  S p i r i t
o f  th e  Age. New York, I 898 .

7 / ic k e lg rew ,P .L , 'M a tth e w  A r n o ld 's  R e la t i o n s
w ith  P r a n c e ' ,
M.L.R. SaCXIII, 1 938 ,  pp. 200 f f .
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W i l l e y ,  B. ^ N in eteen th  Century S t u d i e s .  Bond. 1 9 4 9 .

W oolf ,  L. A f t e r  the  D e lu g e .  Lond. 1 9 3 1 -

Young, G.M. E ar ly  V i c t o r i a n  England
( e d i t o r )  I 83O-I865 (2  V o l s . ) .  Lond. 1 9 34 .



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 1849 -  1870

lIATTliE'ff AEÎNOLD : LIRE HATTHE'W ARNOLD : WORlvS SOME OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS PUBLIC EVENTS

1651 H a r r ie d  P ra n c e s  Lucy 
W ightman

A p p o in te d  I n s p e c t o r  o f  
S c h o o ls

1349

1858

1653

1854
1855

The S tr a y e d  R e v e l l e r  and 
O th e r  Poem s, oy A.

E m pedocles  on  E tn a  and 
O th e r  Poem s, hy  A.

Poems hy  M atthew  A rn o ld : 
New E d i t io n

P oem s: Second E d i t io n
Poem s: S e r i e s  2

1849

1850

A .H. C lo u g h : A ra h e rv a lia  
(w ith  T . B u rh id g e )

C a r l y l e ;  L a t t e r  Da; 
P a m p h le ts

T en n y so n : In  Memoriam
B rovm ing : Xmas Eve and 

E a s t e r  Day

1 8 4 6 -5 2

1851
1852  

1 8 5 2 -5 5

1 8 5 5 -5 8

1 858 -59

L ord  Joim  R u s s e l l ' s  M in is t r y  
( L i b e r a l )

The G re a t  E x h i b i t i o n  
C o n s e rv a t iv e  M in is t r y  
C o a l i t i o n  M in is t r y

P a lm e r s to n 's  M in is t r y  
( L i b e r a l )

C o n s e r v a t iv e  M in i s t r y

1857 P r o f e s s o r  o f  P o e t r y ,  
O xford  U n iv e r s i t y 1857

1858

P oem s: T h ird  E d i t io n  

H erope

1857

1859

Hugh M i l l e r :  The 
T e s tim o n y  o f  th e  
Rooks

J . S .  M i l l :  On L ib e r ty

1859
1 85 9 -6 5
1 8 6 5 -6 6

N a p o le o n 's  w ar in  I t a l y
S econd  P a lm e rs to n  M in is t r y
E a r l  R u s s e l l ' s  M in is t r y  

( L i b e r a l )

1859 T our o f  C o n t i n e n ta l  
S c h o o ls

1859 E n g la n d  and th e  
I t a l i a n  Q u e s tio n

1859 C h a r le s  D arw in : 
O r ig in  o f  S p e c ie s

1861 D e a th  o f  A .H .C lo u g h 1861 P o p u la r  E d u c a t io n  in  
P ra n c e  

On T r a n s l a t i n g  Homer

1860 E s s a y s  and R ev iew s

18G2

1864

On T r a n s l a t i n g  H omer: 
L a s t  Words 

A F re n c h  E to n

1862

1863

C o le n so  on th e  
P e n ta te u c h

J . S . M i l l :  U t i l i t a r i a n i s m

1862
1862

L o w e 's  R e v is e d  E d u c a tio n  Code 
B ic e n te n a r y  C o n tro v e rs y

1865 E s s a y s  in  C r i t i c i s m
1863

1864

C h a r le s  L y e l l :  The 
A n t iq u i ty  o f  Man

J.H .N ew m an: A p o lo g ia 186 6 -6 8 C o n s e r v a t iv e  M in is t r y

1867 End o f  P r o f e s s o r s h i p 1867 New Poems 1867

186 8 -7 4

R eform  o f  F r a n c h i s e  b y  A ct 
o f  P a r l i a m e n t

L i b e r a l  G overnm ent : u n d e r

1868 D e a th  o f  two sons 1868

1869

Hew P oem s: S econd 
E d i t i o n

Poems (2  v o l s )  

C u l tu r e  and  A n arch y

1869

1859

W .E .H .L ecky : H is to r y  
o f  E u ro p e an  M o ra ls

E , H enan : S t .  P a u l

1869

G la d s to n e

D is e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  
I r i s h  C hurch

1870 S t .  P a u l  & P r o t e s t a n t i s m 1870 J.W.HSmiAl^: Grammar 
o f  A ss e n t

18 70 F o r s t e r ' s  E d u c a t ip n  A ct 
G la d s to n e 's  I r i s h  Land A ct


