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T H E S I S

" THE RIVAL CLAEÎ3 OP SPARTA ÀHÛ '.ÎAOEDON 

TO THE LEADERSHIP OP OH ;%0E

IN THE

LATE THIRD CENTURY B.C. "



T H s  3 I  s

" THE RIVAL CLAIMS OF SPARTA AND MAOEDON 

TO THE LEADERSHIP OF GREECE IN THE 

LATE THIRD CENTURY B. C. "

I N T R O D U C T I O N

The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f th e  T h ird  C entury  B. C.^ l a  th e  p re lu d e  t o  a  

drama t o i l i n g  th o  s to r y  o f  th e  dovm fall o f G reece , She was r a p id ly  

app roach ing  a c r i s i s  i n  h e r  f o r tu n e s ,  s in c e  h e r  v e ry  e x is te n c e ,  aa an i n 

dependent n a t io n ,  was in  danger o f  d e s t r u c t io n  a t  tiiG hands of a s tro n g e r  

power, which she had l o s t  th e  v ig o u r to  repel^ a s  she had r e p e l le d  tli© P e r 

s ia n s ,  n e a r ly  th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo re»  Her p o s i t io n ,  in  f a c t ,  was becoming 

almc'Ot as c r i t i c a l  a s  a t  th e  tim e  o f tiie  P e r s ia n  Wars -  in d eed , tlie  same 

s to r y  was to  bo re p e a te d , tiiougii w itii a d i f f e r e n t  en d in g . G reece was 

ag a in  to  s u f f e r  a t ta c k  a t  th o  hands o f a pow erfu l f o r e ig n  fo e ,  b u t  now th o  

danger was to  com© from  th e  West in s te a d  o f  th e  E a s t ,  and P e r s ia  a s  p ro ta g o n 

i s t  was to  be re p la c e d  by Rome,

T h is  b e in g  oo, i t  was o f  param ount im portance  t h a t  th e  G reeks shou ld  

a tte in p t to  so lv e  t l i a t  h i th e r to  in s u p e ra b le  p ro b lc ii which la y  a t  th o  ro o t  o f  

a l l  Greek p o l i t i c s  -  th e  problem  o f n a t io n a l  u n io n . I t  was a  q u e s tio n  w ith
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which th ey  had o f te n  been  c o n fro n te d , and e s p e c ia l ly  in  tim es o f  d anger from 

f o r e ig n  a g g re so io n , ana i t  waa to  aaaurne no le s s  ia p o r ta n c o  now th a n  la  tii© 

F i f t h  C en tu ry , on th e  eve o f M arathon, o r  a g a in , m ro  th a n  a c e n tu ry  l a t e r ,  

when i t  waa e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  P h i l ip  o f  Macedon should  lo ad  th e  u n i te d  fo r c e s  

o f  tlio  Grodc w orld a g a in s t  th e  E a s t, I t  was j u s t  tiie  v e ry  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

G reeks had aô^vod t h i s  problem  s i ic c e s s fu ily  d u rin g  th o  P e rs ia n  Wars, and had 

drawn tc g o tlio r  th o  s e p a ra te  S ta te s  to  f o m  a n a t io n a l  co n fed eracy , wiiioh had 

saved them from  ru in  and s u b je c tio n  a t  th o  hands o f P e r s i a ,  Though in  t h a t  

s t r u g g le  th e  d i f f io u l t io g t  in  tiie  way o f u n ite d  a c t io n  had a t  tim e s  seemed v e ry  

g r o a t ,  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o.-l th e  N orthern  G reeks c la s h in g  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  P e lo 

p o n n e s ia n s , y e t  th e y  had been b ro u g h t to  r e a l i s e  t h e i r  doi>endonce on each 

o t i ie r ,  and t h a t  th e  on ly  way to  r e s i s t  th e  enemy s u c c e s s fu l ly  was by a c t in g  

in  c o n c e r t .  A cco rd ing ly , in  s p i t e  o f th e  overwhelming odds a g a in s t  them, 

so t i ia t  i t  seemed im p o ssib le  to  escape  d e s t r u c t io n ,  th ey  had emerged v i c t o r 

io u s  from  th e  unequal s t ru g g le ,  and had ahe\m th o  w orld th a t  tiie  weakness o f 

th e  West was a  m atch f o r  th e  s t r e n g t l i  o f  th e  E a s t ,  when th e  s ta k e  f o r  W iich ‘ 

th ey  were p la y in g  was n a t io n a l  freedom . In  th e  Second G entury , th e  G reeks 

were fa c ed  w itu  a s im i la r  c r i s i s ,  b u t f a i l i n g  to  p r o f i t  by th o  le s s o n s  o f th e  

p a s t ,  th e y  rem ained d is u n i te d  and so f o i l  an easy  p re y  to  Horae,

For in  200 B .C. Homo found h e r s e l f  co n fro n te d  w ith  a  n a t io n  composed 

o f  e lem en ts  n o t on ly  d is c o r d a n t ,  b u t f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  each  o th e r .  On th e  

one s id e , P h i l ip  V. o f  Kaoedon, to  f u r th e r  h i s  am b itio u s  soiiemes o f  co n q u es t, 

was maifing war on f r ie n d  and fo e  a l ik e ;  on th e  o th e r ,  th e  v a r io u s  Greek 

S ta te s ,  a lre a d y  woakenod and d i s t r a c t e d  by wars and d iv is io n s  among th em se lv es , 

were a: parentX y so l i t t l e  a b le  to  manage t h e i r  ovm a f f a i r s ,  and in  p a r t i c u l a r .



to  doal w ltii th o  a g g ro ss lo n  o f ph i 11%;-, t h a t  th e y  found i t  noooasary  to  ap p ea l 

to  Romo aa  th e  g r e a t  power in  th e  W estern  M ed ite rran ean , f o r  a id  and p r o te c t io n  

a g a in s t  him.

So i t  i s  n o t s u rp r is in g  t h a t  Rome, p e rc e iv in g  th e  c h ie f  powers n o t  

o n ly  o f European G reece, b u t a lso  o f  A sia Minor and Egypt, Linxious to  become 

h e r  a l l i e s  in  th e  war a g a in s t  P h i l ip ,  should  f in d  th e  ta s k  o f  subduing f i r s t  

Macedon, and l a t e r ,  tlio  whole o f  G reece, a co m p ara tiv e ly  easy  one.

I f  on ly  th e  G reeks cou ld  have reme-'bored th e  means by which th e y  

had managed to  save •Uit^mselvos in  th e  p a o t, and, bu ry in g  th o  liat c n e t ,  so to  

apeak, among th em so lves, have form ed, under the  in f lu e n c e  o f a rev iv ed  n a t io n a l  

s p i r i t ,  a f e d e r a t io n  o f  S ta te s  w ith  th e  common o b je c t  o f r e s i s t i n g  th e  fo r e ig n  

fo e ,  th ey  would have fa c e d  th e  danger w ith  a l l  th o  courage b o fü  t in g  t h o i r  

g ro a t  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and th e  Romans would a t  l e a s t  have found a r e s o lu te  enemy, 

deto rm ined  to  f i g h t  to  th o  d e a th  in  d e fen ce  o f  th e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  t h e i r  f a th e r ^  

lan d . I t  i s  n o t to o  much to  say t i i a t  h i s to r y  m igh t have re p e a te d  i t s e l f  and 

th e  Romans have been d r iv e n  back from  tiie  sh o res  o f  G reece a s  were th e  P e rs ia n s  

th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo re . We may go s t i l l  f u r t i io r ,  and say  t h a t  in  a l l  p ro 

b a b i l i t y ,  a r e s o lu te  and u n ite d  Greek n a tio n  would have had no fo e  to  e n c o u n te r . 

For I t  i s  q u i te  beyond doub t t h a t  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  th e  Romans had no th o u g h t o r 

d e o ire  f o r  th e  co n q u est o f  G reece . T h is  was made s u :^ f ic io n tly  c le a r  by t h e i r  

conduct a t  th o  end o f  th e  Second M acedonian War, when, a f t e r  c ru s iiin g  P h i l ip ,  

th e y  took  no t e r r i t o r y  f o r  thom selvoo, b u t w ithdrew  a l l  t h e i r  tro o p s  from 

Greece and c o n ten ted  thorssolvoo w ith  p ro c la im in g  th e  freedom  and iîidependenco 

o f  th e  G re d :  S ta te s .  In  f a c t ,  so f a r  vMre th ey  from  any th o u g h ts  o f  co n q u est 

in  200 B .C ., t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  wish to  I n te r f e r e  in  Greek p o l i t i c s  a t  a i l ,  and



v/hon th e y  d id  oo, i t  waa w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  r e lu c ta n c e .

P rank , In  h i  a "Roman e r i a l i  era", ( 1 ) p o in ts  o u t th e  extrem e d i f f i 

c u l ty  ex p erien ced  by th e  S ena te  in  p e rsu ad in g  tlio  Assembly to  a c c e p t tiie  

i n v i t a t i o n  o f th e  G reeks and t o  v o te  f o r  war a g a in s t  PM l i p ,  and shews how 

n a tu ra l  was t h e i r  repugnance a g a in s t  em barking on a now w ar, s in c e  th e y  had 

o n ly  j u s t  eraerged from th o  c o n f l i c t  w ith  H ann ibal, a long  one, and t i i a t ,  to o , 

waged in  t h e i r  o,?n c o u n try . A gain, the^r co u ld  n o t f e e l  th e  same o b l ig a t io n

to  h e lp  th e  Greek S ta te s  wlio ap p ea led  to  thm i a s  i f  th e y  had been t h e i r  own
■^(k

" s o c i i " ,  s in c e  up to  t h i s  tim e  th ey  had^no d e f i n i t e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t io n s  w ith  

them.

T h is  p o in t  i s  made c l e a r  by H olleaux wiio. In  M s re c e n t  book;

"Rome, l a  G rèce o t  l e s  m onarchies h e l l é n i s t i q u e s  au troisem ©  s i è c l e " ,  s t a t e s  

d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  th e  Rcxaans had no O r ie n ta l  p o l i t i c s  bofcr© 000 B.C. He 

say s ; "A c e t t e  époque" (d u r in g  th o  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f th o  TM rd G entury) " le a  

Remains n ’o n t n u llem en t l a  pensée  de ch erch e r en O rie n t un a c c r o is s a ie n t  de 

p u is s  noe" ( 2 ) .  He aiiewo t h a t ,  evon on o ccas io n s  wiion th e  Romans had good 

reaso n  to  i n t e r f e r e ,  a s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  d u rin g  th e  d e p re d a tio n s  o f tlie  I l l y r i a n  

p i r a t e s  who in f e s te d  th e  sea s  betw een G reece and I t a l y ,  and were a lm ost a s  

g r e a t  a t r o u b le  to  I t a l i a n  as to  Greek commerce, th e y  r e f r a in e d  from ta k in g  

any a c t io n .  In  f a c t ,  I t  does n o t seem to  have o ccu rred  to  U%e G reeks to  

ask f o r  th o  h e lp  o f  th e  Romans a g a in s t  th o  p i r a t e s ,  s in c e  th e y  d id  n o t e x p e c t 

Homo to  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  in t e r e s t e d ,  th o  Romans hav ing  h i th e r to  n e g le c te d  to

(1 ) France : "Homan Im p e ria lism " , p*

(;») H olloaux; p .  9 ) ,  Chap, I I ,
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e n te r  uj-jon any p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  Greek S ta te s .  (%).

A gain, in  tiie  case  o f th e  p e r i lo u s  s i tu a t io n  o f  Maoedon a t  tiio  

beg in n in g  of th e  re ig n  o f Antigonua Doscn, tl%o Romans n e g le c te d  to  i n t e r f e r e ,  

oven tiicugh such in te r f e r e n c e  m ight have redounded to  t h e i r  advfintnge, and so 

Maoedon had th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  re c o v e rin g  i t s  power and p o s i t io n  '4 ) .

Tho m o tiv e , acco rd in g  to  H olloaux, rhloh induced  th e  Roman© f i n a l l y  

to  in te rv e n e , was n o t  th e  d e s i r e  to  conquer G reece , b u t tlio  oppiortim lty  th e y  

th u s  g a in ed  o f  chocking  th e  r i s i n g  power o f tlic  two king© who were th o  enem ies 

o f  Rome, P h i l ip  and A ntiochus {5 ),

There i s  no doub t t h a t ,  as  Prank makes c l e a r  ( 6 ) , tlio  main roaaon  

ifhich induced th e  S enate  to  fo rc e  a new war upon tlie  a lre a d y  exiiauated S ta te  

in  200 B .C ., was t h e i r  f e a r  t h a t  th o  a g g re ss io n  o f  P h i l ip  would soon have to  

bo met by th e m se lv e s , and in  any case  th e y  saw th o  n e c e s s i ty  o f  c ru s liin g  him , 

and th u s  p re se rv in g  th e  b a lan c e  o f power in  th e  K aste rn  M ed ite rran o an ,

I n  o th e r  w ords, th e  only  m otives which induced  th e  Romans to  i n t e r 

f e r e  in  Greek p o l i t i c s  wero d i r e c t l y  due to  th e  s i t u a t io n  c re a te d  in  tiie  E a s t

e rn  M ed ite rran ean  by th o  d isu n io n  o f  G reece ,

To sum up , i t  i s  n o t u n tru e  to  say th a t  a G reece d is u n i te d  b ro u g h t 

about h e r  own d o v /n fa ll, w hilo  a G reece u n ite d  in  a  n a t io n a l  co n fed eracy  n ig h t ,  

and p ro b ab ly  would, have proved s tro n g  enough to  save h e r  independence a s  a 

n a t io n ,

I f  t h i s  was th e  c a s e . I t  i s  w orth  iViiile c o n s id e rin g  v h o tiie r, a t  tn o  

end o f th e  ^rd  C en tu ry , such a un ion  was p r a c t ic a b le  and co u ld  have boon con

summated.

( ' )  pp . OMp, I ,  ) ,
(4 )  Ho 11 eaux: pp . n  ci 1 " - , Chap, I I I ,  4 .
( 5 ) liolloavix: p . 94, Gimp, I I ,

^6 ' F rank: "Roman Im peria lism " p p . &. 140,
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At t h i s  p o in t  i t  may bo w e ll to  m ention  an o b je c t io n  b ro u g h t fo rw ard  

by some h i s to r i a n s  w hich, i f  a llo w ed , would make any f u r th o r  p u r s u i t  o f  tiio  

s u b je c t  o f  Greek fe d e ra l is m  u s e le s s .  I t  haa boon d e f i n i t e l y  s ta t e d  t h a t  

any such un io n , however d e s i r a b le  i t  may have been , was c l e a r ly  im p o ss ib le  ( y ) .  

At f i r a t  s ig h t  t h i s  o b je c t io n  would seoa to -b e  su p p o rted  by s e v e ra l  

s tro n g  argum ents,

(1 ) L e t us ta k e  f i r s t  th e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  o f p h y s ic a l  ob

s t a c l e s ,  w hich a t  once o ccu rs  to  tiie  m ind. T here  i s  no doubt t h a t  g eo g rap h i

c a l  c o n d itio n s  i n  G reeco made f o r  d isu n io n  r a th e r  th a n  u n io n . S p l i t  up as

th e  c o u n try  i s  by m oun ta in s, a lm ost c u t  in  two by th e  I s tM u o  o f O o rin tii, cora- 

m u n ica tio n  betw een one p a r t  and an o th e r m ust alw ays havo p re se n te d  g r e a t  d i f f i 

c u l t i e s ,  and e s p e c ia l ly  in  a n c ie n t  tim e s , when th e re  e x is te d  none o f  th e  modern 

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a v e l .  M oreover, " tiio  Greek w orld" moans more tiian  European 

G reece, Tho "union of a l l  G reece" im p lie s  an enormous c ro a , em bracing a s  i t  

does n o t only  Huropean G reece , b u t a ls o  jdio i s la n d s  o f th e  AEgean, and th e  Greëc 

c i t i e s  o f A sia , b e s id e s  a l l  th e  G rook c o lo n ie s  s c a t te r e d  up and down th o  M ed it

e rra n e a n , There would f i r o t  be th e  q u e s tio n  o f  o o lo c tin g  a town f o r  th e  m eet

in g s  o f  th o  F ed e ra l Assembly in  a p o s i t io n  s u f f io lo n t ly  c e n t r a l  to  s u i t  everyone, 

and seco n d ly , th e  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  some S ta te s  o f  reac ld n g  i t .  T h is m igh t r e 

s u l t  in  th o  w ithdravm l o f some c i t i e s  from th o  League, and i n  any case  i t  would 

alw ays be d i f f i c u l t  to  moke th e  m eetings o f th e  F ed e ra l Assembly t r u l y  re p re s e n 

t a t i v e  *

(7 ) Tarns A n tig , ê o n , pp. 407 -  6
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(.2) Secondly , i t  may be contended  t i i a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  id e a l s  o f

th e  G reeks were in e v i ta b ly  bound up w ith  th e  id e a  o f th o  so v e re ig n  Ô ity  

S ta te ,  a e l f - s u iT ic ie n t ,  and e n t i r e l y  independen t o f  i t s  n e ig h b o u rs , and t h a t  

t h i s  had alw ays been th e  g r e a t  b a r  to  u n io n .

To th e  Grade p h ilo s o p h e rs , P la to  and A r i s to t l e ,  t h i s  was tiio  i d e a l  

form  o f governm ent, Anytiiing la rg e r^  such a s  Empire o r F e d e ra tio n , would 

become to o  unw ieldy to  h an d le . The S ta te  would a t  once lo s e  i t s  a e l f - s u f f i  

c i e n t  oJfiaractar, and i n  any un ion  w ith  oH ior S ta te s  would be o b lig e d  to  g iv e  

up some o f  i t s  o.m v i t a l i t y  and independence ' 6 ) ,  The l i f e  o f tlno *17^///i^ 

says A r i s to t l e ,  was tlie  l i f e  which b e s t  r e a l i s e d  th e  b e s t  i n s t i n c t s  of man,

( I f  wo c o n s id e r  tlio  r e s u l t s  o f  a  f e d e ra l  system  o f governm ent

as a c tu a l ly  p r a c t is e d  by th e  G rodcs, we a r r iv e  a t  a  t l i l r d  o b je c t io n ,  t h a t  when 

th e  s e v e ra l  O ity  S ta te s  d id  jo in  to g e tl ie r  to  form  a  le ag u e  f o r  pu rp o ses  o f  

m utual d efence  and p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  o u ts id e  f o e s ,  tl ie se  le a g u e s , thougji some 

la s t e d  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo n g e r th a n  o th e r s ,  were in  th e  end a lm ost in v a r ia b ly  d i s 

so lv ed  by th e  G reeks th e m se lv e s . T h is  was c e r t a in l y  th o  cas© w ith  th o  sm a lle r  

le a g u e s , and oven i f  wo c o n s id e r  th e  l a r g e r  n a t io n a l  co n fed eracy  em bracing th o  

whole o f  G reece which p l i i l ip  I I  form ed in  "̂ ^3 B .C ., vm f in d  tk ia t i t s  l i f e  was 

a s h o r t  one, and t h a t  i t  ceased  to  be w ith  th e  ^m asing o f th e  two g ro a t  p e rso n 

a l i t i e s  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t s  e x is te n c e , P M iip  and A lexander, and th e  consequen t 

b reak in g  up o f  th o  Em pire. Though t h i s  f e d e r a t io n  was re v iv e d  by D em etrius 

P o i io rc e to s  ( 9 ) ,  when in  B ,0 . ho found h im se lf  m a s te r , by i d s  c o n q u e s ts ,

(3 )  A r i s to t l e ;  P o l i t i c s ,  1?26 3 , olA/ld iTci/ X o h T i \ji fK T\^V
Hr/ S^dfureird//'

Aiif-r TfoAuJ y •
( / ')  P lu ta rc h :  D em etrius, Chap. 2D.



o f Pk)ootia, 0 e n t r a i  G reece, and a c o n s id e ra b le  p a r t  o f  th e  peloponneaua, i t  

h id  an even s h o r te r  e x is te n c e  th a n  b e fo re , f o r  we h ea r o f  o n ly  one g e n e ra l  

assem bly o f th e  League a t  th e  Is th m u s, when th o  Greek S ta te s  met to g e th e r  to  

e l e c t  D em etrius g e n e ra l by soa and land  in  th e  war a g a in s t  K aasander. Had 

D em etrius th e n  been a b le  to  c a r r y  o u t n i s  p la n  o f c ru sh in g  X&ooander and 

aoiiîirig th e  kingdom of Mac ©don, th e  League m ight have c o n tin u e d  to  e x i s t  and 

to  f l o u r i s h ,  b u t a s  th in g s  tu rn e d  o u t ,  th e  war n ev er took  p la c e ,  D e a e tr iu s  

b e in g  summoned in  h a s te  to  A sia to  th e  h e lp  o f  Id a  f a th e r  A ntigonus, and w ith  

th o  d e fe a t  o f bo tii th e s e  k in g s  a t  th o  B a t t le  o f  Ip su o , tii© League d ie d  a 

n a tu r a l  d e a tii. (1C)

These o b je c t io n s  undoubted ly  go to  p rove  th a t  th e  f e d e ra l  un ion  o f 

G reece was an ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t  problcsa, b u t lia rd ly  Ivhat i t  was an iapoesibX e 

one; and I  hope now to  show t n a t  each o b je c t io n  may bo met by s tro n g e r  a rg u 

m ents on th e  o th e r  s id e ,

(1 )  To b eg in  w ith  o b je c t io n  No, 1, i t  i s  c e r t a in l y  t r u e  t l i a t  th e

Greek w orld i n  th e  T M rd O ontury was to o  la r g e ,  and th o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  com

munie a t  io n  wore to o  g ro a t ,  f o r  a g e n e ra l un ion  o f  a l l  G reeks,

Such a un io n  was m ost c e r t a in l y  d e s i r a b le ,  b u t v/as as  y e t  h a rd ly  

p ra c t ic a b le *  I t  was th o  un ion  o f  European G reece and th e  Aegean a re a  

which had by now become, n o t  m ere ly  d e s i r a b le ,  b u t even a  p r a c t i c a l  n e c e s s i ty ,  

and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  th e r e f o r e  w orth  c o n s id e r in g . Even i f  we adm it tii©

(1C) Though th e re  i s  l i t t l e  l i t e r a r y  ev idence  a s  to  
t i l l s  League o f D em etrius, w© know t i i a t  i t  p o s e e s s -  
0d a d e f i n i t e  c o n s t i tu t io n  from an  in s c r i p t i o n  from 
Epidaittitta found ab o u t 1920, and p u b lish e d  in  August 

by O a w a d ia e , which Mr, T arn  h as  proved 
1 ''2?) b e lo n g s n o t to  th e  p e rio d  o f D oson'a 

League o f  22? 8*0*, b u t  to  t h a t  o f A ntigonus and 
D em etrius, I t  i s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  an  in s c r ip t io n  re c o rd in g

th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  D em etriu s ' League o f  DO5 B.C.
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g e o g ra p h ica l d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  th e y  were by no means im p o ssib le  to  surm ount.

In  f a c t ,  th ey  were f a r  l e s s  g r e a t  th a n  th o s e  encoun tered  and met by th e  

U nited  S ta te s  o f America in  1776, when a  perm anent f e d e r a t io n  was form ed 

which was to  prove em inen tly  s u c c e s s fu l in  s p i t e  o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  thousands 

o f m ile s  o f t e r r i t o r y  la y  between some S ta te s  and th e  m eetin g s  o f  th e  C e n tra l 

Assembly, In  th e  case  o f  G reece, on th e  o th e r  hand, to  talce G orin th  as a

co n v en ien t c e n tr e ,  i t  was p o s s ib le  in  a n c ie n t tim e s  to  reach  t h a t  c i t y  from

any p o in t  in  l e s s  th a n  a  week.

The un ion  of European G reece was s p e c ia l ly  im p o rta n t, f o r  in  th e  

f i r s t  p la c e , she s t i l l  su p p lie d  th e  b u lk  o f th e  f ig h t in g  fo rc e s  o f th e  n a t io n ,  

th e  A s ia tic  G reeks hav ing  a lre a d y  shewn t h a t  th e y  p re fe r r e d  to  send money 

c o n tr ib u t io n s  r a th e r  tluan to  p ro v id e  e i t h e r  men o r sh ip s  f o r  a war (1 1 ) .

Secondly , European Greece was f r e e  from th e  burden  o f  a  fo r e ig n  

s u b je c t  p o p u la tio n , th e  e f f e c t  of which would have been to  sunder h e r i n t e r e s t s ,  

and d i s t r a c t  h e r  e n e rg ie s ;  and l a s t ,  and m ost iro p o rtan t, she was n e a r e s t  to  

Rome, and , i f  u n i te d ,  co u ld  p re s e n t  h e r s e l f  a s  a b a r r i e r  to  Rcsae's advance 

eastw ard ,

(2) We have now to  d ea l w ith  th e  o b je c t io n  t h a t  th e  form of

governm ent m ost favou red  by tlie  G reeks was t h a t  o f  th e  f u l l y  in d ep en d en t

C i ty - S ta te ,  To t h i s  i t  may be r e p l ie d  t h a t  even i f  th e  Greek d id  p r e f e r  

to  l i v e  in  liio  own p a r t i c u l a r  c i t y ,  under i t s  s p e c ia l  form  of governm ent, and 

to  be p o l i t i c a l l y  independen t o f  h is  n e ig h b o u rs , y e t  in  h i s  h e a r t  was th e  

s tro n g  co n sc io u sn ess  o f a common n a t io n a l i t y  and a common b ro th e rh o o d  w ith

(11) Thus we f in d  t h a t  th e  Greek m ercen a rie s  who
he lp ed  to  sw ell th e  a m ie s  and to  f i g h t  th e  b a t t l e s  
o f th e  Drd C en tu ry , cam© c h ie f ly  from European G reece.
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Greek
tliô  c itiz e n ©  o f  every  othor/oom m unlty . Wo have on ly  to  ro ad  th o  s to r y  o f 

tiio  P e rs ia n  Wars to  r e a l i s e  t h i s .  On th o  eve o f p la ta e a ,  a t  a m ost c r i t i c a l  

moment in  th e  w ar, i f  M ardonius had succeeded i n  h i s  a tte m p t to  win over th e  

A then ians to  th e  P e rs ia n  s id e ,  i t  i s  d i i f i c u l t  to  see  how G reece co u ld  have 

been saved . The A th en ian s , i n  p o in t  o f  f a c t ,  aeem never  s e r io u s ly  to  have 

co n sid e red  such a  p ro p o sa l f o r  a moment, though  f o r  t h e i r  own purpoeos th e y  

k e p t th e  S p a rtan s  i n  d o u b t o f  t h e i r  t r u e  i n t e n t io n s ,  and d id  n o t r e v e a l  them 

t i l l  th e y  gave t h e i r  f i n a l  answ er to  th o  Lacodc©nonian i^nvoys in  th e  G eneral 

Aeaombly, Thoy announced t h a t  th e r e  was no b r ib e  i n  th e  whole w orld  g r e a t  

enough f o r  them to  aooopt as th o  p r ic e  o f  th o  e n s la v a a e n t o f G reece, adding  

t h a t  one o f th e  many po-m rfu l c one id© r a t i  one wliioh would p re v e n t them from 

ev e r making te rm s w itii th e  P e rs ia n s  was " t l ia t  t i e  o f  b lnod  and language which 

b in d s  th e  G r e ^  w orld to g e th e r ,  our common sh a re  i n  our r e l ig io u s  fo u n d a tio n s  

and s a c r i f i c e s ,  our community o f manners -  th in g s  w hich I t  would d is g ra c e  th e  

A then ians to  b e tr a y " ,  (12)

T h is  s e n tim e n t, s tro n g  aa i t  e v id e n t ly  was i n  tiio  tim e o f  H erodotus, 

must have been s tro n g e r  s t i l l  by  tiio  end o f th e  T h ird  G entury , when we c o n s id e r  

th e  v a r io u s  fo r c e s  a t  work wiilch would h e lp  to  f o s t e r  i t .  Thus th e  Olympic 

Games, w hich p lay ed  such a la rg e  p a r t  in  tiie  l i f e  o f  th e  G reeks, and wore a  

developm ent o f  th o  e a r l i e s t  r e l ig io u s  u n io n s , wiaen two o r more t r i b e e  jo in e d  

to g o tiîo r  i n  th o  common w orsh ip  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  god, co u ld  n o t f a l l  to  b r in g  

home to  them , in  th e  moot s t r i k in g  fa s li io n  p o s s ib le ,  th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  t i i a t  tiiey  

were a  s in g le  n a t io n .

M oreover, by tlia  end o f t i ie  T liird  C en tu ry , th e r e  was a n o th e r s tro n g

(12)  Her; V II I , 1 # ,
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bond o f u n io n  which d id  n o t e x i s t  I n  tiiO F i f t h  -  Uie f a c t  t i ia t , .  aa one o f  

th o  r e s u l t s  o f  A lexander^a cozxqiioato, tli© Greeic lan g u ag e , and i n  f a c t  Greek 

c u l tu r e  g e n e r a l ly ,  had been sp read  over th e  w hole o f  th e  c i v i l i s e d  w o rld .

s t r i k in g  l l l u c t r a t i h n  o f  th e  p r id e  o f th e  G reeks in  t h e i r  own

language a s  ^ i t r a e t e d  w ith  tlie  t o q u e s  o f a l l  o th e r  n i i o n s  can  b e  seen  I n

th e  e x p re s s io n  used  f o r  f o r e i g n ^ e  -  " , t h a t  i s ,  men who

©aids " ,  l in in g . in c a p a b le  o f  a n y th in g  b e t t e r  th a n  a n ^ i n t e l l l g i b l ©

ja rg o n , s in c e  th e y  Y /ei\^not G reek s .

Among th e  G reëcs th e r e  was an in c re a s in g  c o n sc io u sn e ss , a t  any r a t e  

i n  th o  F o u rth  and Thii'd  C e n tu r ie s ,  o f  Eel I  on ism a s  th e  o u tp o s t o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

c o n fro n tin g  th e  menace o f a bsa^barlan w orld ; t h i s  o o n so lo u sn ees , as much a s ,  • 

i f  n o t m ere tli&n, an y th in g  e l s e ,  te n d e d  to  draw th e  Greeks to g e th e r  i n  a  common 

fe l lo w s h ip , A p a r a l l e l  to  t i l l s  may be found i n  th o  ease  o f G em any and I t a l y  

i l l  th e  N in e teen th  C en tu ry . In  b o th  n a t io n s  th e r e  e x is te d  th o  co n sc io u sn ess  

o f  a common c u l tu r e ,  w hich made f o r  union*

The G reeks o f th e  T h ird  and Second C e n tu r ie s  had a t  any r a t e  a  much 

s tro n g e r  f o o l in g  o f a  common n a t i o n a l i t y  th a n  th e  p e o p le s  o f  I t a l y  a t  t h a t  

p e r io d , who c o n s is te d  o f a  m ix tu re  o f  r a c e s ,  speak ing  a  v a r i e ty  o f  to n g â ea .

A lthough we f in d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  id e a l  o f th e 'îfo À i^  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  

such g r e a t  nscTioe as  P la to  and A r i s t o t l e ,  we have to  co n fe ss  t h a t  tlies© wore 

th o  view s o f  men who w ere p h ilo s o p h e rs  and i d e a l i s t s  r a th e r  th a n  p r a c t i c a l  

s ta te e a e n ,  Tho av erag e  man o f  e d u c a tio n  and in t e l l i g e n c e ,  th e  "man o f  th e  

w o rld " , found  h i s  t r u e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  i n  such a  tiiin lce r as  I s o c r a t e s ,  a  s tro n g  

ad v oca te  o f  u n io n , whose p r a c t i c a l  wisdom in  p rom oting  th e  co n fed eracy  o f a l l
c /

G reece under th e  of P h i l i p  I I  was proved by e v e n ts .
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(5 )  T h e re  ra n  a i  u s  t h e  t h i r d  o b je c t io n :  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m ore

im p o r ta n t  f e d e r a t i o n s  o f  G reece  w ere  d is s o lv e d  by  t h e  G re ëc s  th e m s e lv e s ,

and  we a r e  f a c e d  w i th  t h e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e  G reek  le a g u e s  w e re , a f t e r

a l l ,  f a i l u r e s ,  com ing u l t i m a t e l y  t o  a  bad  e n d .

On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I  hope to  be  a b le  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  a t  any  r a t e  th e

l a r g e s t  and m o st im p o r ta n t  le a g u e s  w e re , on th e  w h o le , s u c c e s s e s ,  and t h a t

t h e  l a t e r  o nes w ere m ore s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  th e  e a r l i e r .

The p e r io d  d u r in g  w hich  A thens was head  o f  th e  D e lia n  L eague was

th e  t im e  o f h e r  g r e a t e s t  g lo r y  and  p r o s p e r i t y ,  a  p r o s p e r i t y  w h ich  was s h a r e d ,

a t  any r a t e  a t  f i r s t ,  b e f o r e  th e  L eague becam e m erged  i n  th e  A th e n ia n  E m p ire ,

by  t h e  o th e r  G reek  c i t i e s  b e lo n g in g  t o  i t ,  S im i ia r ^ ly ,  th e  P e lo p o n n e s ia n

c i t i e s  w ere a  s i n g u l a r l y  u n i t e d  body u n d e r  S p a r ta ,  a lw ay? co n tcv it to  f o l lo w

h e r  le a d  i n  w ar, a  f a c t  w liich  c o n t r ib u te d  n e t  a  l i t t l e  to  th e  r e p u l s e  o f

P e r s i a  i n  t h e  F i l t h  C e n tu ry , and to  th e  d e f e a t  o f  A thens i n  th e  P e lo p o n n e s ia n

War, As l e a g u e s ,  th e s e  p r o s p e r e d .  They b ro k e  u p , n o t  b e ca u se  th e y  w ere

le a g u e s ,  o r  b e c a u se  o f a n y  in h e r e n t  w eakness i n  g o v ern m en t, b u t  b e ca u se  o f

th e  t y r a n n i c a l  b e h a v io u r  o f  t h e i r  l e a d in g  c i t i e s ^ -  The G reelcs, p ro v in g

a lw ay s f a l s e  to  t h e i r  own i d e a l ,  w hich  c o n ta in e d  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l axiom  t h a t  
âujbCô^âLAJLArrhCrm^ f.

t h e  f t poedom a nd- Imxopendtm oe- o f  eaxahlmlS m ust b e  r e s p e c te d  by  th e  r e s t ,  w ere 

c o n te n t  to  a l lo w  one S t a t e  to  e x ^ e r c i s e  undue p red o m in an ce  u n t i l  th e  t r o u b l e s  

r e s u l t i n g  fro m  t h i s  t y r a n n ic a l  d e s i r e  f o r  suprem acy  u s u a l l y  l e d  t o  th e  d i s 

s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  w hole le a g u e .

I f  we t u r n  t o  th e  e a r l i e s t  exam ples o f  le a g u e s  i n  G re e c e , we f i n d  

s t r i k i n g  in s ta n c e s  o f  t h i s ,  and  th e  l a t e r  ones w ere n o t  exem pt from  th e  same 

e v i l .



- 1 5 -

Thus ovan c o n s id e r in g  or.d.y th e  more iizy,o p ta n t î te d e ra t io n s , tine f i r s t  

D e lian  League beouno in  th e  A then ian  Esqxire, b ecause  A thens abuaod h e r

power, end beoaae a  mere t y r a n t .

Tho P e io p onaoalan  Le%;u.e warn alw ays overshadowed by S p a r ta , ^ d  when 

tlxrough tW  i n s t r u - o n t a l i t y  o f  h e r  k in g , A geeilaue , she c a l l e d  i n  idie h e lp  o f  

an o u ts id e  power s o le ly  f o r  h e r  o m  e g g ra n d i8c o e n t, t h i s  p u re ly  s e l f i s h  p o l ic y  

had th e  e f f e c t  o f  b reak in g  up a l l  league© th ro u g h o u t G reece , and fo rc in g  on th e  

Orec^.0 a  a n iv e r a a i  autonoiay.

A grln , th e  d i s s o lu t io n  o f  tlie  B o ^ la n  League In  537 B.C. was th e  

in e v i t a b le  r e s u l t  o f  th e  undue d e s i r e  o f  Thebes f o r  m pr% m cy.

The w d o n  o f G rede  a t a to s  un&^r PM l i p  I I ,  §*nrt th o  le ag u e  c r e a te d  I n  

DC? B ,0 , by Dem vtriua P o lio rc e td #  ’vid brok<«i up , n o t  Imcaime th o y  were le a g u e s , 

b u t becauue b o th  A lexander mid D em etrius h as  used  th e n  m ere ly  a s  a  b ase  f o r  

t h e i r  a t ta c k s  upon A sia , end n o t  f o r  th e  d e fen ce  o f  G reece , The p o l ic y  bo th  

o f  A ntigonus © onatas and o f  Doson was th e  revere©  o f  t i l l s .  They aimed a t  s e 

c u rin g  peace f o r  t h e i r  c o u n try . I t  i s  n o t  Im p o ss ib le , t l is n , to  assume t h a t  

th ey  would have made such  a  League a  su so een ,

(4 ) I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  tiie  l a t e r  le a g u e s  o f  G reece , t i ie  

Ar-ehn<gn and A e to lia n , and a f te rw a rd s , tlio  League o f  A ntigonua Boson, which 

f lo u r is h e d  when tiio  p o l i t i c a l  id e a s  o f  th o  G roëcs may be s a id  to  Imv© developed  

and im prcvod, were u n d oub ted ly  © u ccossfu i, th o  f i r s t  two be ing  o f  lo n g  d u ra t io n ,  

and th e  t h i r d  g iv in g  prom ise o f  a s im i la r  sue c e s s ,  and succumbing o n ly  t o  th o  

fo r c e  m ajeure  o f  Horae, Tho cran-med end narrow  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  Independcm t 

C ity  S ta te ,  each  S ta te  sh u t o f f  from  i t s  n e ig h b o u r, as i t  w ore, i n  w a te r - t ig h t
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com partm en ts, had g iv e n  p la c e  to  an  a l t o g e th e r  b ro a d e r  o u tlo o k , and to  th e  

r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  in te rd e p e n d e n c e  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  m u tu a l 

h e lp  and  s e c u r i t y .  We can  t r a c e  such  a change o f  o u tlo o k  a s  f a r  back a s  

th e  F o u r th  C en tu ry , and we f i n d  O ity  S ta t e s  w hich had  had  an im p o r ta n t i n 

d iv id u a l  e x is te n c e  i n  th e  F i f t h  C e n tu ry , c o n s e n tin g  to  become members o f  a 

le a g u e . Thus, C o r in th  and Argos a g re e d  to  be annexed to  A chaea, and p h o c is

and L o c r is  jo in e d  A e to i ia ,  Why, th e n ,  sh o u ld  i t  seem an im p o s s ib le  f e a t

f o r  th e  w hole c o u n try , when fa c e d  w ith  a  f o r e ig n  war a t  t h e  end o f th e  T h ird  

C en tu ry , to  a c t  in  a s im i la r  m anner on a b ig  s c a l e ,  and to  form  a  g e n e r a l  

H e lle n ic  f e d e r a t i o n  u n d er Macedon?

The League o f  A n tig o n u s Doson ( 1 ? ) ,  w h ile  i t  l a s t e d ,  seems to  have 

worked w ith  s u c c e s s . By 220 B,C, we f in d  i t  in  f u l l  w orking  o rd e r ,  f o r  

when i n  t h a t  y e a r  th e  M essen ian s  v /ished to  become a l l i e s  o f  th e  League, th e y  

w ere t o l d  by th e  Achaean m a g is t r a te s  t h a t  " i t  m s  im p o s s ib le  to  ad m it a new 

member w ith o u t th e  c o n c u rre n c e  o f  P h i l i p  and th e  o th e r  a l l i e s "  ( l 4 ) .

A ^ain , when th e  League d e c id e d  to  make j o i n t  war upon th e  A e to l ia n s  

i n  co n sequence  o f t h e i r  u s u a l  a g g r e s s iv e  b e h a v io u r , i t  was su g g e s te d  t h a t  even 

a t  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r , th e y  sh o u ld  "m eet and s e t t l e  th e  c o n tro v e rs y  by c o n f e r 

ence" ( I p ) .

D oaon 's  League d id  a c t u a l l y  l a s t  t i l l  211 B .C ., and tn e  A chaeans 

d id  n o t  a g a in  f i g h t  Macedon t i l l  I98 B .C. I t  had  s t a r t e d  w e ll ,  and i t  m ig h t 

have s u rv iv e d  and in c o r p o r a te d  th e  rem a in in g  G reek S t a t e s ,  had  i t  n o t  been  f o r  

(1 ? )  P o ly b : IV,

( l4 )  P o ly b : IV, 4 , ( S h uckburgh ' s T r a n s l a t i o n , }

(1 $ )  P o ly b : IV, 26 , 2 .
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tii0 oonauct o f  P M iip  V, But i t  h i s  l u s t  f o r  co n q u es t and d e s i r o  f o r  

dom inion, le a d in g  him to  aver; on h io  own countrym en, which f i n a l l y

b ro u g h t a b o u t i t s  d i s s o lu t io n .

P erhaps tiie  s t ro n g e s t  a rg u a e n t f o r  tiie  fo rm a tio n  o f a n a t io n a l  

H e lle n ic  f e d e r a t io n  tr;w ards th e  end o f  th e  T h ird  C entury  B.C, i s  t l i i a j  -  

t i i a t  tlie  G reeks saw tiio  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  i t  tliem se lv es , t-c ward o f f  th e  t h r e a t e n 

ing  power o f  Rome* By 217 B .C ., we f in d  "all, s o r t s  and c o n d itio n s  o f  sion", 

no m a tte r  w hat t i io l r  p o l i t i c a l  c re ed  o r o u tlo o k  m ight b e , waking up to  a  

sen se  o f  t h o i r  p e r i l ,  and to  th e  im portance  o f u n i t in g .  Agelaiw o f Rau- 

f a c t u s ,  th e  s ta tesm an  who vo iced  t h i s  f e e l in g  in  th e  assem bly  h e ld  to  d is c u s s  

toRTiO o f peace between P l i i l ip  V of Macodon and th e  A e to lia n s  a f t e r  tlie  news 

o f  th e  B a t t l e  o f Lake T raslm ene, was m  A e to lia n , y e t  h© u rg ed  upon th e  G reeks 

th o  n e c e s s i ty  o f  u n i te d  ac tio n *  p h i l i :  was ad v ise d  to  s to p  f ig h t in g  w ith  

G reeks, to  c o n c e n tra te  on I l l y r i a ,  and to  gal,her to g e th e r  an e x p e d it io n  

a g a in s t  I ta ly *  I t  was dangerous to  ig n o re  any lo n g e r " th e  c lo u d s g a th e r in g  

in  th e  W est", which woro a lre a d y  b eg in n in g  to  overshadow t i i o i r  f re e d  oca.

"Let G reece bo u n ite d ;  l o t  no Greek S ta te  make war upon any o th e r ;  

l e t  them thank  th o  gods I f  th ey  can a l l  l i v e  In  peaoc and agream ont, i f ,  aa 

men in  c ro s s in g  r i v e r s  g ra s p  one a n o th e r  * s hands, so th e y  can h o ld  to g e th e r ,  

and save th em selv es  and t h e i r  c i t i e s  from  b a rb a r ia n  in ro a d s  , , , *

W hether Hcxae conquers  C arth ag e , o r  C arth ag e  conquers  Rome, th e  v i c to r  w i l l  

n e t  bo c o n te n t  w ith  th e  dom inion o f th e  G reeks o f I t a l y  and S ic i ly ;  he M 11 

ex tend  M s p la n s  and iiio  w a rfa re  much f u r th e r  th a n  ô u i te  us o r ou r w e lfa re .

L ot a l l  G reece bo upon i t s  g u a rd , and p M lip  above a l l . * * * * . .

I f  onoe th e  c lo u d s  wliich a re  g a th e r in g  in  the West sh<^uld advmice end sp read
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over G reece and th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  la n d s ,  th e re  w i l l  be danger indeed  t im t  a l l  

our t r u c e s  and w ars, a i l  th o  c h i l d ’s p la y  w ith  which we now amuse o u rse iv o a , 

w i l l  be sud d a i ly  c u t s W r t ,  We may th e n  p ra y  In  v a in  to  th e  gods f o r  tiie  

power o f  making, war and peace  w ith  one a n o th e r , and Indeed  o f  d e a lin g  i n 

d ep en d en tly  w ith  any o f  th o  q u o a tio n s  wliich may a r i s o  among u a " . (16)

To sum up, wo may say  t h a t  th e  fundam ental c o n d itio n  to  enai^re 

th e  eucceas o f a n y  aijusU g ro a t  H e lle n ic  League as I  Imvo su g g ested  muat bo 

th e  pvot^OTVntion o f com plete autonomy i n  each  S ta te .  Only t l # a  would th e

G redcs j o i n  w i l l in g ly  In  a scheme f c r  m t io n a l  u n io n . But t r i l s  m ere ly

im p lie e  t lm t  tho  League aliould f u l f i l  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  a l l  t r u e  f e d e r a t io n s ,  

t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  c i t i e e  should  have c m r lo t e  freed o n  o f  a c t io n  

in  a l l  dom estic  m a t te r s ,  and should  ta k e  t h e i r  s h a r e b i r  means o f  t h e i r  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in  th e  F ed e ra l p a rllam en t;, i n  h e lp in g  to  fram e th e  fo re ig n  

polic%r o f  th e  League, w h ile  in  r e tu r n ,  th e y  should  be w i l l in g  to  ab id e  by 

th e  d e c io io n  o f th o  F e d e ra l C ouncil i n  a l l  m a t te r s  which con corned  th e  

g e n e ra l good.
rurf

Under such c o n d it io n s ,  i t  may bo W t u n rea so n ab le  to  su g g es t t h a t  

a g e n e ra l u n io n  o f G reece a t  th e  end o f  th e  T h ird  C entury  Tas n e i th e r  im

p r a c t ic a b le  n o r im p o ss ib le .

To e s t a b l i s h  ouch a  league,, and to  g e t i t  In to  p ro p e r  w orking

o rd o r , one t il in g  was e s s e n t ia l*  I t  was n eo easa ry  to  in c o rp o ra te  tho

v a r io u s  a t a t e a  under th e  o f  a  s in g le  powor s u f f i c i e n t l y  rem ote

( 16) P o ly b iu s : V, to? 7 1C4 (F rem & n 'a  T r a n s la t io n )
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and s u f f i c i e n t l y  I n d i f f e r e n t  to  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  i n t e r e s t s  and co n cern s  to  

be co n sid e red  In  no way a  t y r a n t ,  b u t m ere ly  a He m ust b e , n o t

on ly  th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e i r  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y ,  and le a d e r  in  t h e i r  wars a g a in s t  

f o r e ig n  pow ers, b u t a lso  a  man o f power and p e r s o n a l i ty  s t r i k in g  enough to

keep th e  League to g e th e r ,  and to  c o e rce  p o s s ib le  d e fa u l te r s *  A g r e a t  d e a l
c  /

would depend on th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  M m so if . G reece needed a

man w ith  such alms a s  thoao  p u t b e fo re  P h i l ip  I I  by I s o c r a te s  i n  ?46 B .C . (1?)
c /

The accep tan ce  o f  th e  would Jiave tù  im ply , n o t m ere ly  p e rso n a l power
c /

and g lo ry  f o r  th e  b u t a  p led g e  to  tlie  G reeks t h a t  he in te n d e d  to

j u s t i f y  t h e i r  t r u s t  by p ro c u rin g  f o r  tiie  n a t io n  aa a wiioie peace and s e c u r i ty .

About 22.5 3*0* caia© th e  o j?^o rtu n ity  f o r  fo rm ing  a n a t io n a l  Gro€4c 

confederacy* T here were tlie n  two pow ers in  G reece o f  s u f f i c i e n t  im portance
c /

to  p o sse ss  c la im s to  th e  T^ytJUo/id. , S p a r ta  and Macedon -  S p a r ta  having  

a t t a in e d  t h i s  le a d in g  p o s i t io n  th ro u g h  th o  v ig o u r and a b i l i t y  o f h e r k in g ^  

Cleo?aonos, Macodon under th e  r u le  o f  tiie  c ap ab le  A ntigonus Doson,

In  2?? B ,0 . th e  Aoliaean League in  i t a  weakness was b eg inn ing  to  look  

tow ards acao s tro n g e r  power in  G reece to  a id  in  d e fen d in g  i t  a g a in s t  i t s  

© nœ iies. Should i t  j o i n  S p a rta  o r  Macedon? The q u e s tio n  was an im p o r ta n t 

one, f o r  to  e i t h e r  St-ate i t  would p ro v e  an in v a lu a b le  a sse t* -  In  th e  f i r s t  

p la c e ,  th e  League p o sse ssed  a w l l  1 pod -am y; seco n d ly ,

i t s  le a d in g  s ta tesm an  A ra tu s iiad shewn lUnxself a  man o f  no mean d ip lo m a tic  

a b i l i t y ;  and l a s t l y ,  i t  numbered among i t s  p o s se s s io n s  a c i t y  o f g r e a t

( 17) Op* I 80c r a te s - P h i lip p u s  16, 3 r , 116. I s o c r a te s
had p o in te d  o u t P li i l ip * a  g r e a t  o p p o rtu n ity *  He was 
m aste r o f  G reece by fo r c e  o f  a n a s . Would he- ru le  a s  
an o rd in a ry  co n q u erin g  k in g , a  Si^rr^Tfj^t o r a s  a " g e n t le  
and k in d ly "  , tli© " p re s id e n t  o f  G reece" , and tlie
% oknowledgW  a r b i t e r  o f h e r  d e s t in ie s " ?  ^<rc rpe^'T^tTrii^
trr'i n  r ij  'f^s Tiiv ‘6AAy h ,v' if-ii -rrp-jJrTj-n
yreL; p à / t , - //A ). '
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s t r a t e g i c  v a lu e  in  O o rin th , th e  key b o th  to  th o  Pe.io|bonne3UB and to  N o rth ern  

G reece,

A ra tu s , aa we know, chose Macedon, Hia c h o ice  gavo Macedon c o n tro l

o f n e a r ly  as  much Greek t e r r i t o r y  aa p i i i l ip  I I  had ru le d  over i n  B .C .,

v i s :  M acedonia, T h o saa ly , S p in ia , A carnan ia , P lio c is , B o o o tia , Achaea ( 18 ),

Enboea and L o c ris  ( I p ) , S p a rta  ( a f t e r  S e i la s ia )  ( p r ) ,

Thio In c lu d ed  th e  whole o f  G reece w ith  th o  e x ce p tio n  o f  A thens;

th e  A e to lia n  League and E l i s ,  Hence A ntigonus Doson d id  a c tu a l ly  e s t a b l i s h

a new H e llen ic  C onfederacy (21 ) s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  P h i l ip  I I ,  w hich, had i t

becojae perm anent, m igh t have saved G reece from  co nquest by Rome, and a l t e r e d

tho  subsequen t co u rse  o f  h e r  h i s to r y ,

Tho dilemma o f A ra tu s i n  22^ B .C ,, and h i s  f i n a l  d e c is io n  to  j o i n

Macedon, lia a been much d is c u s s e d  and c r i t i c i s e d  bo th  by a n c ie n t  and modom

w r i te r s ,  b u t c h ie f ly  from  an Achaean p o in t  o f  view, t h a t  i s  to  say , whother

an H e llen ic  League co u ld  s u i ta b ly  i n v i to  th e  King o f  .Macedon, a ,^ o r© ig n e r

and \  t y r a n t ,  to  f i l l  tlie  p o s i t io n  o f in  an H e llen ic  w ar.

Among a n c ie n t  a u t h o r i t i e s , v/o f in d  P lu ta rc h  and P o ly b iu s  ta k in g

o p p o s ite  s id e s :  P lu ta r c h  su p p o rtin g  S p a r ta , P o ly b iu s  Macedon, P lu ta r c h
c /

condemns th e  a c t io n  o f A ra tu s i n  o f f e r in g  th e  to  th e  King o f

Macedon, Ho accuses him o f a c t in g  th e  p a r t  o f  t r a i t o r  to  h i s  c o u n try , 

th ro u g h  f e e l in g s  o f p e rso n a l je a lo u s y  tow ards Oloemenes, Ho say s : "For

A ra tu s , e i t h e r  f o r  t h a t  he t r u s te d  n o t O lecaonoa, o r f o r  th at h© otherT/ia©

(13) P o ly b iu s , IV, Q, 4 , (2 0 ) Polyb* IV, 24, 6 .

(1 ^ ) P o lyb , XI, 5 , 4 , (21) P o ly b . IV, o,
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en v ied  hi© honour and p r o s p e r i ty ,  to  see  him r i s e n  to  such in c r e d ib le  g re a tn e s s  

i n  so s h o r t  a  t i n e ,  and th in k in g  i t  a lso  to o  g r e a t  shame and d ish o n o u r to  iilm, 

to  s u f f e r  tid©  young man i n  a mcfcient tc  d e p riv e  Mm of h i s  g r e a t  honour and 

power w hich he had p o sse sse d  so long tim e , by tho  space o f  t h i r t y  y e a rs  t o 

g e th e r ,  r u l in g  a l l  G reece; b rough t A ntigonus in to  Q reeoo,

and in  M s ago f i l l e d  tlie  c o u n try  o f  Peloponnesus w ith  M acedonians, whom he 

M m aelf in  M s  you th  had d r iv e n  th e n c e , had t  alien from them th e  o a s t  I© o f 

O o rin tii, and had alw ays been an enemy o f th e  K ing ’s ,"  (22)

P o ly b iu s , on th e  o th e r  hand, e x to ls  th e  p o lic y  o f  A ra tu s , and b r in g s  

In  an o tiie r f a c to r ,  th e  f o a r  o f A e to i ia ,  He shows th a t  th e  A e to lia n s  were 

anx ious to  malco u se  o f tM s  c r i t i c a l  moment in  o rd e r  to  i n f l i c t  a f i n a l  blow 

on tho  Achaeans, whose power had a lre a d y  d im in ish e d , Thoy n o t o n ly  d e s e r te d  

th e a , and made an advan tageous peace f c r  theme e l vos w ith  A ntigonus Doson, b u t 

th e y  had a ls o  p re v io u s ly  in c re a s e d  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  S p a r ta , and r a is e d  th e  

hopes o f  01 ©cmones f o r  S p a r ta ’s supremacy in  th e  Poloponnes©, by hand ing  over 

to  him t h e i r  A rcadian c i t i e s ,  Tegèa, Orchozim us, M antinea and OapiiVae,

P o ly b iu s , indeed , aocuaos tliem o f  m o tives s t i l l  more h o s t i l e .  Ho says ; -  

"They were in s p ir e d  w itli th e  hope o f broaîzing up tiie  u n io n  o f Achaean S ta te s ,  

a© th e y  had b e fo re  succeeded i n  p a r t i t i o n i n g  th o se  o f Aea r n i a  w itii A lexander, 

and had p lanned  so to  p a r t i t i o n  th o se  o f  Achaea w ith  A ntigonus Gonata©' , and 

he àdde, " I t  waa on ly  A ratus wM, by s k i l f u l l y  w inning over A ntigonus to  th e  

Achaean s id e ,  saved th e  League from  b e in g  overwhelmed by t l i r e e  enem ies a t  onoe."

Among modern a u t h o r i t i e s .  Freeman and T h ir lw a l l  a re  n o to r io u s ly

(2 2 ) P lu t :  Cloomenes 16 (N o r th ’s T ra n s la t io n )  

(2 ? )  P o ly b iu s  I I ,  4^ ,
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pro jud ifiod  a i n o t  A ra tu s , D ubois, on th e  o th e r  hand, d e fends liim.

Freeman t e l l s  ua tlx a t " tlie  d e l iv e r e r  o f G reece" was tran sfo rm ed  in to  "h e r 

b e t r a y e r " ,  f?4'>

T h ir lw a l l  i s  h a rd ly  l e s s  em phatic in  h i s  d e n u n c ia tio n . He says t h a t  A ra tu s  

stooped  " to  undo, th e  g r o a t  work of h is  p u b lic  l i f e ,  to  c a l l  tiie  King o f  Mace

d o n ia  in to  th e  Polor-onneee as an a l l y  and p r o te c to r  a g a in s t  Oleoaienes” , He 

adds t i i a t  A ratus form ed t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  w itli "a  f u l l  view o f  th e  danger w ith  

whicii i t  th re a te n e d  th e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  G reece",

Both th e se  w r i t e r s  d w e ll, to o , on what th e y  c o n s id e r  th e  p e rso n a l 

m otives o f  A ratus -  on h i s  p e rso n a l je a lo u s y  o f Cleomones, and th e  h u m ilia tio n  

wliich a y ie ld in g  to  him would liavo e n ta i lo d ^ -

Dubois d is c la im s  any n e c e s s i ty  f o r  t r e a t i n g  th o  King o f  Macedon aa 

a fo r e ig n e r  and an oimny, and r e f e r s  to  th e  b e n e f i t s  c o n fe rre d  upon G reece by 

P h i l ip  and A lexander, Speaking o f  th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f Freeman to  tho  p o lic y

o f A ra tu s , he says (2 6 ) "Mais c aim ent 1 ’em inent é c r iv a in ,  dont l e  l i v r e
%

c o n t ie n t  t a n t  d ’e x c e l le n te s  rem arques su r  l ’e s p r i t  p u b liq u e  dos G recs a p rè s  

l a  d i f f u s io n  de 1 ’h e l l on ia  e p a r  A lexandre, p e u t - i l  v o ir  dans l a  n a issa n c e  

de l a  ligWe aciieene l e  s ig n e  d ’un r é v e i l  des h a in es  de l a  Grè^co co n tre  l a  

Macedoine? Noua avons d é jà  m ontré avec q u e lle  n e t t e t e  Polybo, r e p ré s e n ta n t  

f i d è l e ,  s ’ i l  en  f u t ,  des t r a d i t i o n s  p o l i t iq u e s  de l a  ligw o , condamne la  con

d u i te  do Demostliozio, e t  ren d  hommage a P h i l ip p e ,  p è re  d ’A lexandre, A ppeler

A ntigone c o n tre  Cloomène n ’é t a i t  p a s , aux yeux de l ’h i s to r i e n  achoen, in a u g u re r

(24) F roenan: H is to ry  o f  F e d e ra l Government, p .

(25 ) T M rlv /a ll VÎTT, p . 1/^6.
> y

(26) Dubois: Los L igues E to lie n n o  e t  Achoenne, p a r t  2 , Chap, 2
p . 6 j ,  n o te .
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uno p o l i t iq u e  n o u v e lle , n a is  ren o u e r une v i e i l l e  t r a d i t i o n  d 'a m i t i e " ,  ( 2 / )

Dubois goes on to  show t h a t  i n  th e  Second M acedonian War th o  f e e l i n g

among tlio  S ta te s  of tiie  P e io p o m eso  was t h a t  P h i l ip  V ., being  a  G reek, ougiit

n o t  to  be d e se r te d  f o r  th e  fo r e ig n  enemy, Rome, S im ila r ly ,  in  tn o  f i n a l

s t ru g g le  between P e rseu s  and Homo, he  shows t h a t  th e  sym path ies o f th e  G reeks

were a l l  on th e  s id e  o f P e rs e u s , I t  f e l t  t h a t  he was t h e i r  oharapion

a g a in s t  Rome, and t l i a t  i f  once he wore conquered , tho  l i b e r t y  o f  G reece would

p a ss  away f o r  e v e r .

The dilemma o f  A ratus r e a l l y  opened up a w ider problem , which I

p ropose  to  rev iew  from th e  p a n -H e llen ic  s ta n d p o in t .

Was S p a rta  o r  Maoedon b e t t e r  f i t t e d ,  by n a tu re  and by re s o u rc e s , to  
c /

become ipjijkyov o f  a g e n e ra l Greek confederacy?

(3 7 ' O f. P * lyb , I I .



O H A P T E R I  

O T H E R  P O S S I B L E  C L A I M A N T S

c /
B efore d ia e u a s in g  th e  c la ia e  o f  S p a rta  and Macedon to  th e  

o f  G reece abou t 225 B .C .,w e m ust c o n s id e r  whotiior th e  ch o ice  was a c tu a l ly  

l im ite d  to  th e s e  two s t a t e s ,  o r w hether o th e r  powers i n  G reece m ight n o t  

have p o sse sse d  l ik e  c la im s to  such a p o s it io n *  There w ere, in  f a c t ,  

t h r e e  o th e r  powers o f s u f f i c i e n t  im portance  to  make a d is c u s s io n  o f t h e i r  

c laim s n e c e s sa ry .

These w e re t-

I  Athens

I I  The A e to lia n  League

I I I  The Achaean League

A T H E N S

At th e  end o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  Athens was p e rh ap s th e  l e a s t  

im p o r ta n t o f  th e s e  th r e e  s t a t e s ,  a t  any r a t e  i n  m a te r ia l  re s o u rc e s , 

y e t  she h as  a c laim  on o u r c o n s id e ra t io n  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  she 

had a lre a d y , in  th e  f i f t h  c e n tu ry , f i l l e d  such  a p o s i t io n ,  f i r s t  as  head 

o f tlie  D e lian  C onfederacy , and l a t e r  as M is tre s s  o f th e  A thenian Em pire,

In  225 B.C, Athens cou ld  once more s ta n d  p ro u d ly  b e fo re  th e  

w orld  as  a f r e e  and so v e re ig n  s ta te *  A fte r  s u f f e r in g  65 y e a rs  of Mace-
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d o n ian  r u le  i n  A t t ic a ,  th e  A then ians had se iz e d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  g iv en  them 

by th e  d e a th  o f  D em etrius I I  i n  229 B.O. to  secede from Macedon ( 1 ) ,  and 

to  d ism is s  th e  Macedonian g a r r is o n s  from  t h e i r  la n d . I t  was an opportune  

tim e f o r  Athens to  shew h e r f i t n e s s  t o  become once more th e  le a d e r  o f  G reece , 

I  p ro p o se  now to  rev iew  tlie  argum ents i n  fa v o u r o f th e  2^ "jikQ  

o f  A thens,

The A thenian Empire i n  th e  f i f t h  c e n tu iy  had been b u i l t  up on s m e  

v e ry  s o l id  fo u n d a tio n s .

1, The A then ians p o sse sse d  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  army # l o h  had fo u g h t w ith  

some d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  th e  P e rs ia n  Wars, and had g a in e d  fo r  Athens a c o n s id e r

ab le  r e p u ta t io n  as a m i l i t a r y  power among th e  o th e r  s t a t e s  o f  G reece , I t  

was b ecause  th e  A tiienians were found to  make b e t t e r  s o ld ie r s  and to  have 

b e t t e r  d i s c i p l in e  th a n  t h e i r  a l l i e s  t h a t  th e y  a t ta in e d  to  such  a  p rom inen t 

p o s i t io n  from  tiie  f i r s t  i n  th e  D e lian  League,

2 , The e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  f irm  h o ld  which th e  A thenians a c q u ire d  over t h e i r

a l l i e s  can be e x p la in ed  by  t h e i r  p o s se s s io n  o f  a v a lu a b le  a s s e t  which

belonged  to  no o th e r  Greek S ta te  i n  th e  same d e g re e . They had a  s tro n g

f l e e t .  The A then ian  f l e e t  had predom inated  o v e r a l l  o th e r s  i n  th e  f i f t h

and f o u r th  c e n tu r ie s .  No o th e r  Greek s t a t e  co u ld  compete w ith  i t .  By

means o f  i t ,  th e  power o f  Athens over h e r  a l l i e s  was s tro n g e r  even th a n  
»

t h a t  o f S p a r ta  i n  th e  P e loponnesus, I f  any o f  th e  members o f  th e  League
I

re fu se d  to  obey h e r , she co u ld , by means ofjher s h ip s , iiin d e r t h e i r  commerce 

and s ta r v e  them o u t. From t h i s  i t  fo llo w s  th a t  th e  p o s se s s io n  o f  a  s tro n g  

f l e e t  was an in d is p e n sa b le  f a c to r  i n  th e  equipm ent o f  any power a s p ir in g  to

(1 ) P lu t .  Ar.
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' t e  bôocsn© o f G reece . The g eo g rap iiic a l a i t !  on o f  th e  c o u n try ,

m oreovor, demanded i t .  I t  was o n ly  by sea  t h a t  G reece could be a t ta c k e d , 

(w ith  th e  one e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  M acedonian power i n  th e  N orth ) and th e r e f o r e  

a s tro n g  navy was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  tn e  m ain tenance  o f  h e r  s e c u r i ty  in  th e  

M ed ite rran e a n . I t  was, to o ,  by means o f  t h e i r  f l e e t  t h a t  th e  A then ians 

were en ab led  to  en fo rc e  frcm  Uie s u b je c t  s t a t e s  th e  t r i b u t e  which was u sed  

to  m a in ta in  i t s  e f f io ia n c y ,  th u s  making i t  s e l f - s u p p o r t in g .  Athens had 

once b u i l t  Up a g r e a t  Empire by means o f  h e r  eea-pow er. I f  she co u ld  have 

developed  t h a t  power a g a in , th e  c o n je c tu re  l a  n o t  im probab le  t h a t  a  u n ite d  

G reece , under h e r  le a d e r s h ip ,  m igh t once more have a t ta in e d  to  Im p e ria l 

power among th e  n a t io n s .  (2 )

3, T h is  com ^nd o f  th e  s e a  le d  to  th e  a« v e io j» ien t o f  Athens a s  a

g r e a t  commercial power, and th e  w e a lth  a c c ru in g  th ro u g h  i t s  irsd u s try  and 

commerce cou ld  be u sed  t o  keep bo tli navy and army a t  t h e i r  f u l l  s t r e n g th ,  

and alw ays i n  s u p e r io r  fo rc e  t o  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u rs .

4 . L a s t ly ,  A thens i n  th e  f i f t h  c en tu ry  p o sse ssed  th e  proud  d i s 

t i n c t i o n  n o t  o n ly  o f  b e in g  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  a la r g e  and pow erful Emj^re

h x t  a ls o  o f h e in g  reg a rd ed  a s  th e  conti*e o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and a r t i s t i c

l i f e  o f  G reece .
hrLo

f j  gav0 Her g r e a t  p r e s t ig e  i n  th e  eyes o f  th e  G re ek s ,f o r  th e
k u  t Â M  oA- f c T h i ^  i r  U

eui t i y s t ^ o f -qH the a r t s , in -which-th e ir  soulA delighted,^wao ^  be 
C M À JX m A l/ l/y\ V âLÀa . f v Mj Lo i  .
found i n  i t s  f u l l e s t  p o r f o c t i c n - < A "# i i c h - t h u o -b e e " h o m e  o f- ‘ 

.t h e .-g r e a t  mon -nnd- ftU - t h c ..iQrs ttt w orks.

(S ) The ascendancy acq u ired  by th e  le a d in g  c i t y  o v er th e  r e s t  th ro u g h
th e  p o s se s s io n  o f  a s tro n g  navy i s  w ell I l l u s t r a t e d  In  th e  Xono-
p h o n tic  ” ^ chap . I I  ( ( l l - 1  where I t  i s  shewn 
t h a t  i t  Can c o n tro l a l l  th e  commerce, e s p e c ia l ly  m a te r ia l s  f o r  
s h ip -b u i ld in g ,  and p re v e n t i t s  be ing  s e n t  to  r i v a l s ,  o r  e l s e  th*  ̂
c i t i e s  i n  q u e s t io n  " s h a ll  n o t  have th e  u se  o f  th e  s e a . "
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In  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry , th e  A then ians could  s t i l l  la y  c la im  to  th e  

p o s se s s io n  of two o f  th e  im p o r ta n t a s s e t s  which had h e lp ed  to  b u i ld  up th e  

g re a tn e s s  o f  t h e i r  c i t y  in  th e  f i f t h  c en tu ry , nam ely, th e  l a s t  m entioned  

and th e  f i r s t  -  and 1 .

4 . The r e p u ta t io n  o f A thens as  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p i t a l  o f G re e c e ^

"The Sciiool o f  H ellas"^w as s t i l l  un im paired  in  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry . Though 

no lo n g e r p o sse ss ih g  th e  power to  le a d  th e  G reeks to  b a t t l e  a s  t h e i r  champion 

a g a in s t  o u ts id e  fo e s ,  A thens was s t i l l  i n f l u e n t i a l  enough b ecau se  o f  h e r  

g r e a t  p a s t ,  to  be ab le  to  c r e a te  p u b lic  o p in io n , and to  u n i te  under h e r  banner 

fo r c e s  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  each  o th e r .

1 . At th e  p e r io d  \ d t h  which we a re  d e a lin g , th e  land  fo r c e s  o f  th e  

At>ienians were s t i l l  f a i r l y  c o n s id e ra b le . Throughout th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  

tlie  t h i r d  c en tu ry  and up to  th e  tim e o f  th e  Ohremonidean War, A thens had 

sto o d  a s  one o f th e  fo u r  c h ie f  m i l i t a r y  powers In  G reece which fro n  tim e 

to  tim e fo u g h t a g a in s t  Macedon f o r  t h e i r  freedom . (^ )  A fte r  th e  d e fe a t  o f  

A thens in  th e  Ohremonidean War, th e  defence  o f  A t t ic a  f o r  th e  f u tu r e  was 

g iv e n  o v e r to  th e  M acedonian g a r r is o n s  p la n te d  by A ntlgonus. Y et i n  229 B.C, 

vàien th e  fo r e ig n  m e rc e n a rie s  were d ism isse d  from A tt ic a ,  th e  n a t iv e  A then ian  

tro o p s  were found to  be i n  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g th  t o  ta k e  t h e i r  p la c e .  These 

were s ta t io n e d  a s  g a r r is o n s  i n  a l l  th e  f o r t s ,  to  defend th e  la n d  a g a in s t  th e  

in c u rs io n s  o f  th e  Achaeans and o th e r s ,  and t h e i r  r a id s  on th e  c ro p s  in  th e  

E le u s in ia n  and A thenian p la in s  ( 4 ) ,  and th e y  were co n sid e red  ad eq u a te , even 

though th e  de fen ce  o f th e  v-diole co u n try  a g a in s t  th e  a t ta c k s  o f  th e  o u ts id e  

w orld had now to  be  u n d ertak en  by th e  la n d  fo rc e s  a lo n e ,

(^ ) T am . A ntig.G on. (4 ) F e rg .H e ll .A th .
p . 296 p . 211
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L. /
Arguments against the of Athens.

By 225 B.C. th e  A then ians had l o s t  th e  o th e r  a s s e t s ,  2 and 5 ,

2 . They no lo n g e r  p o sse ssed  a f l e e t .  The d eath -b low  to  t h e i r  naval 

power had been  d e a l t  a t  th e  tim e  o f th e  Lamian War i n  th e  B a t t le  o f  Amorgoa, 

But b e fo re  t h i s ,  in  ^22 B .C ., th e  A then ians had s u f fe re d  a se v e re  d e fe a t  

and had l o s t  a c o n s id e ra b le  number o f  s h ip s  i n  a n av a l b a t t l e  n e a r  Abydue, 

T h is  d im in u tio n  o f s t r e n g th  i s  ev idenced  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  Amorgos th e  

A then ian  Admiral E u e tio n  had on ly  I 7O sh ip s  w ith  which to  m eet 240 M acedonian 

v e s s e l s . E u e tio n  was d e fe a te d  and p e rh ap s  even c u t o f f  from a r e t r e a t  to  

th e  P ir a e u s ,  and th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  sea  p a sse d  d e f i n i t e l y  in ^ th e  hands of 

th e  enemy; and "w ith  r i g h t " ,  eays Belooh, "m ight th e  M acedonian a d m ira l, 

O le l tu s ,  compare h im se lf  % ith th e  aea-god P oseidon; f o r  he had won th e  

g r e a t e s t  b a t t l e  ? h ic h  was fo u g h t on th e  Aegean Sea s in ce  S a lam is, -  And 

more th a n  t h a t  -  i t  was a  d e c is io n  Af im portance  i n  u n iv e rs a l  h i s to r y ,  f o r  

on t h i s  day th e  A tt ic  d o a in io n  o f th e  sea  was borne  to  th e  g ra v e , and w itli 

i t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  g re a fe e s s  o f  Athens,-^ (5 )

3* The lo s s  of t h e i r  commerce n a tu r a l ly  fo llow ed  th e  lo s s  o f t h e i r  f l e e t ,  

though t i l l s  was a lso  due to  th e  b i r t h  o f  th e  new kingdoms i n  th e  E as t which 

sprang up under th e  r u le  o f  A lex an d e r’s s u c c e s s o rs . Hence came th e  ra a o v a l 

o f  th e  economic c e n tre  o f g r a v i ty  from th e  P ira e u s  to  A lex an d ria , Rhodes and 

th e  c i t i e s  o f  th e  E a s t (6 ) ,  and w ith  i t  went th e  w ea lth  which th e  commerce 

and in d u s t r y  o f Athens had c re a te d .

Even i n  th e  f o u r th  cen tu ry  th e  re v e r s e s  o f th e  A then ians in  th e  

P eloponnesian  War, and th e  lo s s  o f  so many o f t h e i r  o v e r-s e a s  p o s se s s io n s

(5 ) B eloch. I I I .  1, 75 f f  (6 ) P erg . H e ll .  A th. p . 65
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had ex h au sted  thera and made them u n f i t  to  b e a r  th e  burden^of Em pire,

The r e a i t i t  was t h a t  by th e  m iddle o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  Athens was so th o ro u g h 

l y  c r ip p le d  t h a t  she became dependent f o r  h e r  very  food s u p p lie s  on o th e r  

pow ers. As Mr T am  say s , "Athene was l i k e  an i s la n d  t h a t  co u ld n o t fe e d  

i t s e l f ,  and had l o s t  i t s  f l e e t , "  ( 7 )

Thus by 22^ B,C. Athena had n o t  m ere ly  f a i l e d  to  be a le a d e r  -  ah© 

had even become a d ep enden t.

The A then ians had l o s t  even more th a n  t h e i r  sea-pow er and com m ercial 

supre-naoy -  th e y  had l o s t  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  le a d e r s h ip .  Up to  2Ô0 B.C. th© 

p o l ic y  whi ch had alw ays won i n  th e  lo n g  run  a t  A thens had been t h a t  w hich 

advocated  Gredc freedom  and independence a g a in s t  any o u ts id e  power. They 

had o n ly  jo in e d  th e  Leag'^e o f  P h i l ip  I I  i n  33^ B.C. because th e r e  had been 

no a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b u t w h ile  P h i l ip  was engaged i n  th e  t a s k  o f  subduing G reece , 

th e  o p p o s it io n  o f Athena had been f i e r c e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  any o th e r  Greek s t a t e .  

Wiien A ntigonus o f  P h ry g ia  had re v e a le d  th e  am b itio u s  d e s i r e  o f  u n i t in g  th e  

whole Empire o f  A lexander under h i s  own dom inion, and had d e c la re d  t h a t  he 

would uphold  th e  independence and autonomy o f th e  G reeks ($ ) ,  th e  A then ians 

had been o n ly  to o  reaiiy  t o  re c e iv e  h i s  son D em etrius a s  t h e i r  l i b e r a t o r  from 

th e  ty ra n n y  o f  O assander, When th e y  r e a l ie e u ,  how ever, t h a t  D ^ a e triu s  i n 

ten d ed  m ere ly  to  r e p e a t  th e  p o l ic y  o f  O asaander by h im se lf  p la c in g  a  JAacedon- 

i a n  g a r r is o n  in  th e  P ira e u s , tiiey  d e c la re d  t h e i r  r e fu s a l  to  s u b a i t  by s h u t t in g  

t h e i r  g a te s  a g a in s t  iiim. (o)

I t  i s o f t e r  260 B .C.^and t h e i r  f in u J  d e f e a t  i n  th e  Ohremonidean War  ̂ (10)

(7 )  T a rn . ;ln tig .G on . (8 ) Diod.XIX 56.1} 61 ,5
p . 221

(P) P e rg . H e ll.A th .
p a  76

( 10) P@rg.Heli.Ath.pa45 •
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t h a t  we Can t r n c e  th o  gradual f a i l u r e  o f  th e  Atheaiiana to  a s s e r t  th o a e e lv o e  

w ith  any re a l  fo rc e  smong th e  o th e r  Greek s t a t e s .  I t  i s  now t h a t  tltio 

o p p o s it io n  p a r ty  b eg in s  to  emerge trium ^j^an t. T h is  p a r ty  had  alw ays e x is te d ^  

though  I t s  more d is t in g u is h e d  s u p p o r te rs  had  scm etlm os to  pay ra tk ie r  h e a v i ly  

f o r  t h e i r  r e a l  s ta n c e  to  th e  %)opular v iew . From Va,e days o f  Athens* g r e a t e s t  

g lo ry  a s  an Im p e ria l c i t y ,  th e r e  had alw ays been c r i t i c s  o f  tl ie  I m p e r ia l i s t i c  

p o l ic y .  Thucydides th e  E lder^  th e  lo a d e r  o f  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p a r ty ,  which 

he had  o rg a n ised  i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  F e r io l e s ,  had been o s t r a c is e d  i n  445 B.O. 

because he had o b je c te d  to  th e  p ro fu se  e x p e n d itu re  o f  P e r ic le s  i n  p u b l ic  workr^ 

th e  r e a l  o b je c t io n  b e in g , o f c o u rse , t h a t  P e r i c l e s  %vas m is a p p ro p r ia tin g  th e  

funds o f  th e  a l l i e s .

The comedies o f  A ris to p h an es  c o n ta in  much c r i t i c i s m  o f  Im p e ria lism , a s  

we should  e x p e c t, s in c e  i t  i s  th e  f a v o u r i te  r o le  o f  comedy t o  ta k a  th e  a id e  

o f  tiie  o p p o s i t io n . TM a c r i t i c ! m ,  however, was p ro b ab ly  q u i te  g ^ u in e ,  f o r  

A ris to p h an es  wos a  t r u e  c o n se rv a tiv e , h i s  id e a l  b e in g  th e  A thens o f  th e  

P e rs ia n  W ars, and he d isap p ro v ed  o f  th e  p o l ic y  which had made th e  A thenian 

SBjpir© a burden t o  th e  A l l ie s  and a menace to  G reece , (11) T h is  o p p o s it io n  

was n o t ta k e n  s e r io u s ly  by th e  A then ians t i l l  th e  n e x t  c e n tu ry , when " b i t t e r  

c o n s t r a in t  and sad o c c a s io n  d e a r"  fo rc e d  them to  acknowledge t h a t  th e  c r i t i c s  

were r i g h t ,  I s o c r a te s  had r e a l i s e d  t lm t  independence m ust y ie ld  to  expedien . 

cy , and th o  k in g  o f  Macedon be a c c e p te d  a s  tlie  chemplon o f  th e  Greek c a u se , 

to  asauae  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  th e  war on P e r s ia ,

P hocion^alao  saw t l i a t  M acedonian ascendancy i n  G reece had bee m e  i n 

e v i ta b le ,  b u t h i s  o p p o s it io n  to  D m o stlim es  and th e  anti-:.:acodQ nia8i  p a r ty

(11) In  "The B abylonians" he a t ta d c e d  tlie  demagogues and t h e i r  o p p re ss io n  
o f  tliC a l l i e s  by re p re s e n t in g  th e  l a t t e r  a s  b a rb a r ia n  s la v e s ,  em^ 
p lo y ed  t o  g r in d  I n  th e  m i l l .



a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  P h i l ip  in  th e  end c o s t  him h is  l i f e ,  and earned  f o r  him 

th e  r e p u ta t io n  of h e lp in g  to  d e s tro y  th e  independence of A thens.

But i t  was a f t e r  h is  tim e , when th e  A then ians were becoming accustom ed 

to  th e  id e a  o f  th e  dom inion o f  f o r e ig n  k in g s  and th e  p resen ce  o f fo re ig n  

g a r r is o n s  i n  G reece , t h a t  th e  c i i t i c s  o f  Im p eria lism  began to  g a in  g round , 

and to  f in d  many s u p p o r te rs .  When th e  l a s t  blow f o r  freedom  had been 

s tru c k  in  th e  Ghrmaonidean War, and s tru c k  i n  v a in , th e  p a r ty  o f  th e  oppo

s i t i o n  found th em selv es  suprem e. The ‘n e u tra l*  p o l ic y  th e y  in a u g u ra te d  

marks a f r e s h  p e r io d  in  th e  l i f e  o f A thens, I t  was u s e le s s  to  s tru g g le  

any lo n g e r -  subm ission  m ust be made to  what th e  d e s t i n ie s  d ecreed  -  a l l  

dreams o f  Eiapire m ust be b a n ish e d . Athens m ust be m ere ly  a n e u t r a l  among 

th e  pow ers. Hence i t  fo llow ed  t h a t  th e  A thenian  c i t i z e n  came to  ta k e  v e ry  

l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  s in c e  h i s  c i ty  no lo n g e r  took  any p a r t  i n  

fo re ig n  a f f a i r s ,  and even i n  lo c a l  m a tte r s  he had v ery  l i t t l e  sh a re , s in c e  

th e  d e c is io n  th e# & rested  g e n e r a l ly  w ith  th e  commander o f  th e  M acedonian 

g a r r is o n .  Thus th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  cam© to  be d iv e r te d  from 

p u b lic  to  p r iv a te  m a t te r s ,  and th e r e  fo llo w ed  th e  grow th o f c lu b s , o f p r iv a te  

a s s o c ia t io n s  of a i l  k in d s , and o f  v a r io u s  p h ilo s o p h ie  sc h o o ls , u n t i l  a t  l a s t  

Athens became, o f h e r  own c h o ic e , a ‘n e u tra l*  u n iv e r s i ty  tow n. T hat th e  

a t t i t u d e  was d e l ib e r a te  i s  c le a r  frcxn th e  p o lic y  o f th e  A then ians a t  t h i s  

p e r io d .  In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e , th e y  re fu sed  to  j o i n  th e  Achaean League when 

in v i te d  by A ratua in  226 B.C. (12) The re a so n  was a p r a c t i c a l  one. S in ce

t h e i r  w ea lth  now r e s te d  a lm o st e n t i r e l y  on t h e i r  la n d , th e y  could  n o t a f fo rd
which

to  r i s k  th e  d e v a s ta t io n  o f  t h e i r  f ie ld s , /w o u ld  be th e  in e v i t a b le  r e s u l t  

i f  Athens became a member o f th e  Achaean League, and i f  th e  League went to

(12) P lu t .  Ar. 36

i i
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war either with Aetolia or Macedon, ( |5 ) Secondly, they took care to secure 

a recognition of th e ir  ’neutrality* frcm other powers who might otherwise 

prove dangerous, especially from Macedon, Aetolia and Boeotia.

T his e x p la in s  th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  A then ians in  224 B.C. They were 

a b le  t o  form  an a l l i a n c e  w ith  Egypt, w h ile  a t  th e  same tim e  m a in ta in in g  

f r i e n d ly  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  Macedon, (14) I t  was t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w ith  Egypt 

which saved them from  b e in g  drawn in to  th e  war between Achaea and S p a rta  

i n  225 B.O, and l e f t  Athens a s t r i c t  n e u tra l  among th e  powers d u rin g  th e  

S o c ia l and f i r s t  M acedonian Wars, u n t i l  i n  201 B.C. she to o k  th e  f i e l d  once 

more a g a in s t  P h i l ip  V o f  Macedon, ( I 5 )

(15) F e rg .H e ll .A th . (14) F e rg .H e ll.A th .
p p .203-9 p . 245

( 15) H olleaux , i n  h is  a r t i c l e  i n  th e  "Revue des E tudes A nciennes" 
1920, shews t h a t  i n  201 B.C. th e  A then ians were s t i l l  
i n  th e  background of th e  p o l i t i c a l  s ta g e , and were by 
no means th e  prim e movers i n  th e  n e g o t ia t io n s  between 
Rome and th e  Greek s t a t e s  t h a t  p receded  th e  second 
Macedonian War, P ar from being  th e  "casus b e l l i "  
by in v i t in g  th e  Romans to  champion t h e i r  cau se , and 
f i g h t  P h i l ip  -  th e  h i t h e r to  accep ted  view  -  th e y  were 
only  a "casus b e l l i "  in  t h a t  th e y  w ere ta k en  under th e  
p r o te c t io n  o f Rome to g e th e r  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f th e  Greek 
s t a t e s ,  ( p .61)
He q u e s tio n s  w hether any A thenian  embassy ev er was s e n t 
to  Rome to  ask fo r  h e lp  a g a in s t  P h i l ip ,  and compares 
th e  re c e p tio n  g iven  b y \th e  A thenians to  A tta lu s  and to  
th e  Roman envoys (a s  d e sc r ib e d  by P o ly b .); th e  l a t t e r  
be ing  a lm ost e n t i r e l y  ig n o re d . At th e  m eeting  o f th e  
A thenian assem bly, A tta lu s  begs th e  A thenians to  jo in  
him and th e  Romans and th e  Rhodians a g a in s t  P h i l ip  (Polyb 
XVI,26, 6 ) ; which he would s c a rc e ly  have done i f  th e y  had 
a lre a d y  approached th e  Romans w ith  th e  same re q u e s t .  In  
f a c t ,  th e  language of th e  k in g  le a d s  to  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  
h i t h e r to  th e  A then ians had been l i t t l e  in c l in e d  to  p la c e  
them selves under th e  p r o te c t io n  o f Ro^e. ( p . 90)
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In  c o n c lu s io n , we may say  t h a t  th e  g re a tn e s s  o f  A thens belonged  to  

th e  f i f t h  and f o u r th  c e n tu r ie s ,  and t h a t  by th e  end o f th e  t h i r d ,  

h e r  p o s i t io n  among th e  o th e r  pow ers, f i r s t  o f dependence and th a n  o f  

n e u t r a l i t y ,  must be c o n s id e re d  s u f f i c i e n t  to  ex c lu d e  h e r  frcxa any c la im

h T

( / 
t o  th e  hYf / 4 # r/* i o f  G reece .



T II E A E T O L I A N  L E A G U E

Arguaenta in  Their Favour.

I The Aetolian League was in  225 B.C. a t  the heigiit of i t s  power.

Though rude and rapaoioug the Aetoliana were undoubtedly brave warrior9 , 

and th e ir  love of fighting,which bro;oght them much booty and constant 

extensions of te rr ito ry , fa r  frcm exhausting them in  man-power, had 

but served to  increase th e ir  m ilita ry  efficiency. (16) In th is  they 

could certain ly  claim superiority  over the Achaeans. Not only were 

they bold warriors, but they were always ready and eager fo r m ilita ry  

serv ice . For the Aetolians were a collection  of hardy mountain tr ib e s , 

each fighting for i t s  own cliisf, a. rough froebootor under whose banner 

they knew they would mardi to  victory and enrich themselves with plunder. 

These chiefs could exercise a firm hold over th e ir  followers, and could 

use th e ir  resources as they rleased.

I I  Through the reputation they had gained as good so ld iers, they were

constantly in  demand as mercenaries^ ( 17 ) end practice in  fighting gained 

tliem iauch m ilita ry  experioice,

I I I  The Constitution of the Aetolian League was sim ilar to tlia t of the

Acha#^, but superior in  the greater energy and unity of i t o -̂ embors/ ana 

in i t s  rap ia ity  in  making decisions. In theory, i t  was like  the Achaean

(16) Dubois. Les Ligues ©tolienneh (17) Tam. Antig.Gon.
e t ach^^enne, p. 46 p. 64
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in  th a t i t  favoured alow action, but In practice It»  policy was controlled 

tho chiefs of the tr ib e s , who did much as they pleased and decided for them

selves on any course of action without always consulting e ither Assembly or 

Council, This was an advantage because i t  prevented dangerous delays, and 

there were two cause» which made i t  possible -  F irs tly , these chiefs could 

always re ly  on the habits o f m ilita ry  obedience in  th e ir  followers. They were 

llko the feudal lords of the Middle Agea, and so could coimand the absolute 

allegiance and loyalty  of th e ir  dependents ; who would be ready to  use th e ir  

wealth and risk  \hair liv e s  in  th e ir  cause. Secondly, tiiora was no jealousy 

between c ity  and c ity , fo r since tie  Aetolians had only taken to c ity  l i f e  a t 

the beginning of the th ird  century, th e ir  c i t ie s  had aa yet no independent t r a 

d itions as had those of the Achaean League. They were, in  fa c t, l i t t l e  mere 

than h i l l  fo rtresses , and the League was much more a union of tr ib es  than of 

c i t ie s ,  a) Î animated by the ?jasne aims, and much more closely united in  purpose 

and action than the various c ity  s ta te s  of the Achaean League, each of which was 

wrapped up in  i t s  own concerns and in te re s ts . I t  i s  th is  unity which accounts 

for tho oxtraordinary success of the Aetolians in warfare, and fo r th e ir  large 

acquisitions In te r r i to ry , so tlia t by the la t te r  h a lf  of the th ird  century they 

liad a considerable number of possessions scattered up and down Greece. (16)

(15) This cen tra lisa tion  i s  well i l lu s tr a te d  by Aetolian coins. The 
Aetolians had only a Federal system of coinage, and no individual 
c ity  Issued i t»  own coins* Before the age of Alexander there is  
no trace of Aetolian money, and i t  was not t i l l  a f te r  the invasi<%%9 
of Aetolia by the Macedonians (in  ^14-5ii B,0.) and the Gaula (in  
279 B.O.) th a t the Federal coinage began. (Hoad. H iatorla Numorm 
" Aetolia" pp. and 555)
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IV The A o to lian a  had g a in e d  a c e r t a in  r e p u ta t io n  f o r  th e  b ra v e iy  and

p a tr io t! a m  th e y  had d is p la y e d  i n  d e fe n d in g  G reece a g a in s t  th e  G au ls i n  279 

B.O, I n  t h i s  th e y  to o k  th e  fo rem o s t p la ce  ( I 9 ) and s e n t  th e  l a r g e s t  number 

o f  t ro o p s ,  12000 men o r  m ore, o f  whom 7f%)0 were h o p l i t e s .(2 0 )  M ost o f  

th e  f ig h t in g  f e l l  on them , and th e y  avenged th e  a t ta c k  on t h e i r  own town 

o f  K a l l lo n  w ith  d ead ly  e f f e c t  upon th e  G a u ls - (2 1 ) T h e ir  p ra is e w o rth y  

a c t io n  i n  send ing  t h e i r  m ain body i n  p u r s u i t  o f A cichorius^(w ho le d  th e  

m ain m ass o f  th e  Gaiis) a f t e r  th e  p a ss  o f  Therm opylae was tu rn e d , w h ile  

d e ta c h in g  o n ly  a h an d fu l o f  men t o  th e  d e fen ce  o f  t h e i r  own god a t  D e lp h i, (22) 

d ec id ed  th e  i s s u e  o f  th e  whole cam paign, and i t  i s  I n  consequence o f t h i s  

t h a t  th e  A e to lia n s  have r i g h t l y  been g iv e n  th e  c h ie f  c r e d i t  f o r  th e  v ic to r y  

o v e r th e  G a u ls . Even P o ly b iu s , t h e i r  enemy, p r a i s e s  them f o r  t h i s ,  and 

th e r e  i s  no doub t t h a t  th e  p r e s t ig e  th e y  g a in e d  from  i t  h e lp ed  enorm ously  

t o  in c re a s e  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e .  I t  i s  from  t h i s  t im e , in d e e d , t h a t  we can 

d a te  th e  c o n tro l  o f  th e  D elph ic  s a n c tu a ry  by th e  A e to lia n s , which le d , in  

i t s  tu r n ,  to  t h e i r  com plete c o n tro l  o f  th e  Amphiktyonic League^-

Mr T arn  p o in ts  o u t  t h a t  i t  was th e  p o l ic y  o f  A e to lia  to  u se  th e  

League to  advance th e -p o w er p o l i t i c a l l y ,  a s  P h i l ip  I I  liad done. He sa y s ,

"The Amphiktyonic S ta te s  w ere to  be h e r  sp h ere ; she looked fo rw ard  to  th e  

day when she should  in c lu d e  them a l l  in  h e r  own p o lity ^ a n d  make th e  A e to lim  

League co term inous w ith  th e  A m phiktyonic, " (25)

( 19) Paus.X , 21,1 (20) P au s ,X ,2 0 , 5-5

(21) P au s. X. 12 ,2 -7  

(22) Paus.X* 25,1 (<^5) T a rn .A n tig .G o n .p . 2i1
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We f in d  by in s c r ip t i o n s  (24) t h a t  a f t e r  a tim e , c i t i e s  which had 

been  f in e d  by th e  Amphiktyons found i t  b e t t e r  t o  a ,p ly  f o r  re m is s io n ,

n o t to  th e  Amph^^^tyons, b u t to  th e  A e to lia n s  d i r e c t .  But th e  A e to lia n s

u sed  t h e i r  power over D elphi and th e  League r r e l l . The^'' showed a w ise and 

l i b e r a l  p o l ic y  i n  t h e i r  t re a tm e n t o f  th e  v a r io u s  c i t i e s  g e n e r a l ly ,  and 

tliey  were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  numerous " « o r

c e n tr e s  o f peace^v/hich were d e c la re d  in v io la b le ,  and sa fe  from  th e  h o r r o r s  

o f  w ar, by th e  co n se n t o f  a s  many c iv i l i z e d  s t a t e s  as p o s s ib le .  The 

fo llo w in g  a r e  exam ples o f  in s c r ip t i o n s  v^iioh re c o rd  t h i s : -

a j  B.O.H* 1009, p . 452, No. 6 , n o te  4 .
(About 252 B ,0 , ) Decree o f  th e  A e to lia n s , t h a t  D elos i s  to  be s a fe
from them and th e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  League.

w r  w-u [^}rr^ A [ r r j^ k ) y  -

b . )  \ O .G .I . : m
(About 242-256 B .C .) Temple o f  A phrodite  S t r a to n ik iô  a t  Smyrna, b u i l t  
i n  respcttiae to  a D elph ic  o ra c le ,  was d e c la re d  i*>ryApr and Smyrna, i t 
s e l f  n o X  ^

7̂ 1 fTcAti rvK cin{ /3ckT//(Ewf
[ ^ \ r T i ô ^ v  v -rr# < fT Z ://^J j r r o T \  r^ir  -tfJ à ii/

'TO - a  [ î j n y  T o  r S i  t ^ s

T f  irr/ îk Twr i\pX\r f(*(i X̂<rvAo\r vMtv
r  A r i i u h ^  \  .9 \ .. Z - i  ,

y 3
(?4 ) S y l l )  412

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T T a ^ ^ t j ^ e V / u * '  l l i  T W f  - l y î f t f / f ü T W y  ^  ^  I
£T\vn'\>M\>,  ̂ k h  i v i ^ i ]  TTy^t w v  1

/ ^ é < T T a / l A t V L ,  n  W f  < r v y e W r r t i r

y  ^p)l<ri^j. T^i TTtÀdf 4'i/ iv iiT t dnre<rTt/Mi

T t  U ù ii^ lir  T ^ v  Z f /T W /lw / 7 ^ -f  T t t U / p j  

ICd) T̂ -f ( ( o L n f i i r ^  —  —  _  .  -  -  - -



0 .)
(About 22 1 ^pr 220 B .C .) C ity  and t e r r i t o r y  M agnesia on th e  Meander d e 
c la re d  j'(TvX p /  . th e  r e c o g n i t io n  aa  " JlVj//{a s ’̂ was In  p u r
suance o f I  D elph ic  o ra c le  to  t h a t  e f f e c t ;  th e  A e to lia n  d ec ree  co n firm in g  
i t  i d  S y l l ' 554.

No. 557 Apollo P y th iu s  re c e iv e s  s p e c ia l  m en tion  as p ro  W et o r o f a sy lu m s-
- -  —  — —  - - f T u f t  T ^r •L u r^ ] /

Àuojtov t ^ i r  t o 7s  )hir^Àh>\A^ T T v O - m J  h X i

f \ fm A \V  J\tvvfp(P/o\/r)Vi)y  a J /  T ^ 7  7if/A\Y l^ l r  )L /0^ir T ^ /h

HVK

J \ivK i^ lO \/r \v )jY  Ad/ ATV; 7 3 ^  T ^ /h

'! I ^ Y ^ i r  /fu / i/T O (S .

. 1"
Ü. / o . a . I .  No. 1 . 24. k ; /   ̂ c  '  •

Thé iimphiktyona d e c la r e  th e  c i ty  o f  th e  A n tio ch ian s  «(ft///# /  W /  i i p ' iV -

’U'Tt 9 ii/~r^i 0T7 T f  h f i y p y  i w v

7 ^ / u » '  t t / V / k  - r J k  J^vTiv)(iwv if^i -T^y ^ivpi^ir o/\ti/fiifrvf-i 
/fe^/ T f ' v  AtOS ^ P d o t p y  £n>j irui v t  s

' J c r o T i ^ p v    ___

e , ) S y ll^  56?
Her© th e  A e to lia n s  th em se lv es  a s su re  th e  r i g h t  o f  asylum  to  th e  c i t y  o f  
th e  T e ia n s .
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Argume n ts  A g a in st A e to l ia ,

(1 ) A lthough th e r e  was a c lo se  u n i ty  among th e  members of th e  League, th e y

had no c o n t in u i ty  o f  t e r r i t o r y .  The A e to lia n  p o s se s s io n s  were s c a t te r e d  up 

and down G reece , and over th e  i s la n d s  to o . For in s ta n c e ,  we f in d  M antinea , 

Tegea and Orchcwaenua ( 25) ( i n  th e  P e loponnabua), th e  i s l a n d  o f  Ceos ( i n  th e  

m idd le  o f  th e  Aegean), Oius (on  th e  sh o re s  o f  th e  P r o p o n t is ) ,  a ls o  Lyaim aohia 

and G halcedon -  a i l  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th o  A e to lia n  League.

T h is  was a s e r io u s  b a r r i e r  to  e f f e c t iv e  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  f o r  i t  was im

p o s s ib le  t o  b r in g  abou t any r e a l  In c o rp o ra t io n  o f  many o f th e s e  s c a t te r e d  

s t a t e s ,  o r  t o  adm it them to  any sh a re  i n  th e  governm ent o f th e  League, Those 

f u r th e r  a f i e l d ,  nuch as B h ila g e ie  and K e p h a lle n ia , were m ere ly  used  a s  A e to lia n  

o u tp o s ts ,  scm etiraes pay ing  t r i b u t e  i n  r e tu r n  f o r  t h e i r  de fen ce  by A e to lia n  

g a rria o n ^ i som etim es p erh ap s jo in in g  th e  League in  o rd e r  to  be secu red  a g a in s t  

p i r a t i c a l  a t ta c k s  from th e  A e to lia n s  th em se lv es . (26)

I t  fo llo w s  from t h i s  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  to  

th e  League v a r ie d  somewhat " Some had been a c q u ire d  by a b s o lu te  co n q u es t,

3ÜjCh as N aupactus and Oeniadaôj o t l ie r s ,  l i k e  H e rac le a , had been fo rc e d  in to  

u n io n , a lth o u g h  th e y  were a llow ed  seme sh are  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f 

th e  League; o th e r s ,  such a s  Teos, had jo in e d  because th e y  p re fe r r e d  th e  

A e to lia n s  a s  f r ie n d s  r a th e r  th a n  a s  fo e s ;  and some agàjln, l i k e  M antinea,

( 25) Po lyb ; I I  46 ( 26) Freeman; H is t ,  o f  Fed. Gov.
p . 367.



S ê -  '

hftd v o lu n ts ir l ly  jo in e d  A e to lia  r a th e r  th a n  Aehaea. T here w ere, home v e r .

s e v e ra l c e n t r a l  f f re A  s t a t e s  who were g iv e n  f u l l  membership i n  th e  le a g u e ,

• f g ,  Kau)?actu3 ,and  th© d© enden t s ta t e »  were n o t  i i l - t r e a t o d .

Thus th e  r e l a t i o n  o f th e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  League v a r ie d  

from  th a t  o f  a b s o lu te  e q u a l i ty  t  a b s o lu te  s u b je c t io n .  I n  t h i s  r e s  c o t th e  

A e to lia n  League compares u n fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  th e  A oha^i, vAiere th e  v a rio u s  c i t i e s  

e n te re d  th o  League on te rra s  o f  p e r f e c t  e q u a l i ty .  W hile, in  m a tte r s  o f  g e n e ra l 

governm ent, th e re  i s  no d o u b t t h a t  tiio  A e to lia n s  were i n f e r i o r  to  tlxe Achaeans, 

i t  m ust be remembered t h a t  th e  A e to lian a  Imd on ly  ta k e n  to  c i t y  l i f e  a t  th e  

end o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry , and t h a t  th e r e f o r e  t h e i r  id e a s  s f  g è v e rm e n t were a 

good way beh ind  th o se  o f  th e  A chaeans.

The A e to lia n s  never  pesse»»»,i a r e g u la r  b a t t l e  f l e e t ,  and a s  th ey  were n o t 

a cOHiraorclal n a t io n ,  th e y  w uTd have found I t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  th e  m a te r ia l s  

w ith  which to  b u i ld  and eq u ip  i t .  T h is ,  how ever, d id  n o t  by any means d e t e r  

th e n  f r e a  boco»lng n o to r io u s  p i r a t e s .  V o lu n tee r bands were fbm ecl f o r  t h i s  

pu rp o se , wltdi, o f  o u r s e ,  t^io know ledge and conn ivance  o f  th e  heads o f th e  

League, and I t  m ust have been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  annoying to  th o  v ic tim s  o f  th e s e  

r a id s  to  f in d  th a t  when th e y  made coî3] i a l n t s  to  th e  G ovem m m t, th e  l a t t e r  d i s 

claim ed a i l  knowledge o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  I n  th e  m a tte r ,
( /

 ̂ T h is  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  i h i r d  o b jo c tio n  t o  th e  th e  A e to lia n s  -

t h e i r  n o to r io u s  r e p u ta t io n  i n  a n t iq u i ty  a s  ro b b e rs  and p i r a t e s 7) As Freeman

say s , "T h e ir c h a r a c te r  l a  known t o  u s  o n ly  from th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  eneralo»"^(26

b u t th e r e  can be no doub t t h a t  t h e i r  r e p u ta t io n  was w ell d e se rv e d . They

were known to  be f r a n k ly  u n sc ru p u lo u s , and to  Make a p r a c t ic e  o f  do ing  a s  th e y

l ik e d  w ith o u t c o n s id e r in g  o ih e r s .  F or in s ta n c e ,  tiie y  showed m  u t t e r  la c k  o f

(2 7 )Th« im r t p layed  by th e  A o to lian a  on th o  ( 2^) F r® « îian ,H iô t,o f Fed.Gov 
s ta g e  o f  5ro€k h i s to r y  may be compared w ith  t h a t  p . 265
o f  th e  b ra g g a r t  C ap ta in  in  th e  " fU le s  G lo rlo su a "  
o f  F la u tu s /v h o  was im i ta t in g  a  C reek p la y  o f  th e  
3 rd  c e n tu ry , o r w ith  B obadll i n  Ben Jons&.n *s

Sv«ry Maa l a  h ie  Humour".



3^

r e s t r a i n t  and a d is r e g a r d  f o r  th e  r i g h t s  of e th e rs  i n  th e  m ethods by which

th e y  made an n ex a tio n s  o f  t e r r i t o r y ,  and i t  was t h i s ,  a s  much as a n y th in g ,

which 80 in cen sed  p u b l ic  o p in io n  a g a in s t  them , and gave r i s e  to  th e  t h r e a t  
one

made b y /o f  th e  M acedonian k in g s ,  t h a t  he would d e p o r t th e  whole n a tio n  to  

a rem ote sp o t in  A sia . (29) The L eague’s le a d in g  men w ere, o f  c o u rse , r e s 

p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s .  Being la w le s s  m arauders th ^ ^ s e lv e s ,  th e y  f a i l e d  to  keep  

under p ro p e r  c o n tro l  th e  fo r c e s  a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l ,  and encouraged r a th e r  th a n  

su p p re ssed  t h e i r  p i r a t i c a l  te n d e n c ie s .

The le ad e rs^  too^ di8j|)layed b u t  poor pow ers o f  stateaaanaA iip  in  t h e i r  d ip 

lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  P o ly b iu s  and Freeman, who a re ,  how ever, 

n o to r io u s ly  p re ju d ic e d  a g a in s t  th e  A e to lia n s , m en tion  as  an in s ta n c e  o f t h e i r  

s e l f i s h n e s s  and la c k  o f good f a i t h ,  t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w ith  Rome i n  211 B.C. a g a in s t  

P h i l ip  V of Macedonyby which th e y  a rra n g ed  to  make co n q u ests  in  A cam an ia  and 

e lsew h e re ,an d  to  hand over th e  m oveable s p o il  to  th e  Romans, w hile  annex ing  th e  

conquered t e r r i t o r y  and making i t  A e to lia n . Freeman c a l l s  t h i s  a l l i a n c e  th e  

"A e to lian  t r e a s o n  a g a in s t  G reece ’̂  and ch arg es  them w ith  hav ing  " d e l ib e r a te ly  

in tro d u c e d  th e  s tro n g  arm of Rome in t o  G rec ian  w a r fa re ."  (^ 0 ) Be t h i s  a s  i t

may, and w hether we f in d  th e  A e to lia n s  g u i l t y  o r  n o t ,  such conduct was» s c a rc e ly
c /

u e s i r a b ie  in  th e  re c o rd  o f  any power w hich p o sse sse d  a  c la im  t i  th e  ^^y iO Y ’IcL 

o f  G reece (5 1 ) .

F in a l ly ,  tiie  A e to lia n s  may be reg a rd ed  a s  e n t i r e l y  u n s u i ta b le  on th e

fo llo w in g  grounds -  Tiiat t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  u n i ty  anu p h y s ic a l v i t a l i t y ,  a lth o u g h

e x c e l le n t  q u a l i t i e s  to  p o s se s s , cou ld  s c a rc e ly  b@ s a id  to  c o u n te rb a la n e e  t h e i r

numerous a c t s  o f w i l fu l  a g g re s s io n .

U 9 )  D iod.X V III 2 5 -  (50 ) F re e m a n .H is t.o f  Fed.G ov.p . 266^
(51) H olleaux  a c q u i t s  tlrie A e to lia n s  o f th e  charge of making an advan tageous 
a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  Romans f o r  th g a a e lv e s  w ith o u t th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f th e  
o th e r  Greek s t a t e s ,a n d  p o in ts  o u t t h a t  th e  a l l i a n c e  was n o t  to  be co n fin ed  
to  th e  A e to lia n s  and Romans a lo n e  -  i t  was to  be e n la r g e d , i f  n e ce e ea ry , so 
as to  in c lu d e  th e  E leans,L acedaem on ians,/^essen iane  and King A tta lu s ,o n  th e  
A e to lia n  s id e ,a n d  on th e  Roman a id e , th o  I l l y r i a n s ,  -Rome e t  l a  G rec® ,. ,p .2 1 1)
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T H E  A G H E A H L E A G U E

The Âciiaean League, e h o r t ly  b e fo re  2?.̂  B .C ., s to o d  a t  th e  h e ig h t  o f i t e  

power and r e p u ta t io n ,  and haa become th e  le a d in g  s t a t e  in  G reece , I t  p r e -  

s e n te  à good example o f  th e  F ed e ra l eystem  a s  a su o o e ss fu i form  o f governm ent, 

and i t s  c o n s t i tu t io n  was m odelled  on genero u s p r in c ip le s ;iv h o a e  o b je c t  may *>er- 

haps have b©«i, as  Freeman th in k s  I t  was, th e  un ion  o f  Achaea, P eloponnesus and, 

i f  p o s s ib le ,  o f  th e  whole o f  G reece i n  a f r e e  and equal f e d e r a t io n .  Thus, 

a t  f i r s t  s ig h t ,  i t  would seem to  have been an e x tre m e ly - s u i ta b le  power t o  re c e iv e  

th e  hegemony.

Argument» i n  Favour o f  Aohaea.

(1^ In  a c tu a l  e x ta n t  o f  t e r r i t o r y ,  i t  had a l l  th e  advan tagesw hich  A e to lia

la c k e a .  I n  228 B .C. th o  League em braced a l a r g e  co n tin u o u s  s t r e t c h  o f  lan d , 

every  b i t  o f  which was Achaean. To i t  belonged th e  whole o f  o ld  Aehaea, 

th e  A rgo iic  p e n in su la  and tiio  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  A rcad ia , w ith  p h lij iu 3, 3lo y o a , 

C brln th^  i^egara anu th e  i s la n d  o f  A egina. T h is  in c lu u e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  

whole P e lo p o an eae , and, i f  conditicsna had boon h a p p ie r ,  i t  m lgiit have ex tended  

i t s e l f  o v e r th e  whole o f  G reece , The p o s se s s io n  o f  one la r g e  co n tin u o u s  

s t r e t c h  o f  t e r r i t o r y  had t h i s  ad v an tag e , t h a t  i t  was e a s ie r  t o  weld th e  whole 

le ag u e  in to  one p o l i t i c a l  body. The m eetin g s  o f  th e  C en tra l Assemblyq^oould be 

a tte n d e d  r e g u la r ly  and w ith o u t r i s k  o r  d i f f i c u l t y .  The Achaean League h e ld  a 

s tro n g  c e n t r a l  p o s i t io n  i n  G reece , w h ile  th e  p o s se s s io n  o f  C o rin th  m eant c o n tro l 

o f th e  Is th m u s, and c o n tro l o f  th e  p a s s e s  to  th e  N orth  and South  o f G reece .

The M acedonian k in g s  had dem o n stra ted  i n  th e  p a s t  th e  im portance  th e y  a t ta c h e d



t o  th o  P '^aseaaioii o f O o rin th . To secu re  O orin th  had been th e  moat c h e r ish e d  

dream o f A ntigonus G onataa, "Q onatas, Wien he h e ld  C o rin th  in  f a c t ,  he ld  

in  id e a  the  h e r i ta g e  o f A lexander in  Europe, th e  p o te n t ia l  headsh ip  o f th e  

Greek w orld ,"  (52)

(2 ) The m i l i t a r y  re so u rce s  of th e  League were o f  course  co n a id o rab le , and

C o rin th  possessed  a f l e e t .  I t  was to  Achaea now, and n o t S p a rta , t h a t  th o se  

fo rc e s  belonged v/iiich S p arta  had le d  to  v ic to ry  in  th e  fo u r th  c e n tu ry . Had 

th e  League on ly  p o ssessed  good g e n e ra ls  to  c o l l e c t  and o rg an ise  i t s  fo rc e s , 

a t  th e  c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  when i t  was th re a te n e d  by Cleomenea, ti ie re  would have 

been no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  e s ta b l is h in g  i t s  m i l i t a r y  ascendancy, fo r  th e re  was an 

ample amount of good f ig h t in g  m a te r ia l  to  be found in  th e  Peloponnesus. This 

was to  be proved l a t e r  by Phllopoem en, who by h is  s k i l f u l  g e n e ra lsh ip  mar- 

s h a lle d  th e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  League and le d  i t  to  v ic to ry , so t h a t  I t  e v e n tu a lly  

gained  c o n tro l  over th e  whole p e n in su la .

( ? )  The League was no t w ithou t w ealth  in  th a t  i t  could b o a s t th e  p o sse ss io n

o f c e r ta in  la rg e  and im p o rtan t c i t i e s  «hose re so u rce s  would h e lp  to  sw ell i t s  

revenues. Such were C o rin th , p rosperous by reaso n  of i t s  commerce, M egalopolis^ 

k which was la rg e  enough to  p o ssess  s u b je c t  d i s t r i c t s ,  Argos and Sicyon. Thus

th e  League had alw ays th e  combined re so u rc e s  o f a l l  i t s  c o n s t i tu e n t  c i t i e s  to  

f a i l  back upon in  case  o f  war or any o th e r  emergency, and we know th a t  

A ratus was never w ithou t th e  means o f u s in g  b r ib e ry  to  f u r th e r  h i a schemes fo r  

th e  in c lu s io n  of new members in  th e  League.

(4 ) But perhaps th e  League’s g r e a te s t  a s s e t  was i t s  p o sse ss io n  o f good s t a t e s -

mon who knew how to  work th e  F ed e ra l syatem w ith  su ccess . P o ly b iu s  waxes 

e n tlu is ia s t io  on tlie su b jec t, o f th e  League and i t s  c o n s t i tu t io n .  He d e sc r ib e s

(52) Tam : Antig.Gon.
P .5/1
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i t  as th© body w hich ,"w ithou t r e ta in in g  s e l f i s h  p r iv i le g e s  o r s e l f i s h  

advan tages, f i r s t  f r e e ly  o ffe re d  L ib e r ty , E q u a lity  and F r a te r n i ty  to  every 

in h a b i ta n t  o f th e  Ps l oponnese , , , , None o f th e  o r ig in a l  m eibers hac. any 

sp e c ia l p r iv i le g e  re se rv e d  f o r  them, b u t equal r i g h t s  were g iven  to  a i l  co m ers.. 

th e  r ig h t s  o f  e q u a li ty  tnd f r a t e r n i t y . . . T h is then  must be looked upon 

a s  til© eouree and o r ig in a l  cause o f P eloponnesian  u n ity  and consequent p ro s 

p e r i ty " .  ( 55) This syetcm o f © quality  between c i t y  ami c i t y  shews a very 

g r e a t  advance in  f e d e ra l  governm ent, f o r  i t  was j u s t  wiiat p re v io u s  leag u es  

hi»d f a i l e d  to  g iv e . And j u s t  as each c i ty  was adm itted  to  tiis  League on 

te r n s  o f p e r f e c t  © quality , so each  was l e f t  f r e e  and independent to  manage 

i t s  own in te r n a l  a f f a i r s  as i t  chose. Thtia th e  AüTproufR o f  each s t a t e ,  

a f a c to r  coaaiderod  in d isp e n sa b le  i n  th e  G r e ^  c i t y - s t a t e  syetes^^to an e x te n t  

which had n o t  been th e  ease i n  e a r l i e r  leag u es  e .g .  i n  B oeotia  and A rcad ia^- 

■waa -proaegv-ed . On the o th e r  hand, each c i t y  was su b je c t i n  m a tte rs  o f fo re ig n  

p o lic y  to  tho d e c is io n s  o f th e  c e n tr a l  government. T his gave j u s t  th e  curb 

t h a t  was needed, fcr i t  saved them from th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making war on t h e i r  

ne ighbours whsnevwr they  chose, one o f  th e  causes Tdiich, more th an  an y th in g  ©Ise^ 

had h i th e r to  c o n tr ib u te d  to  p rev en t th e  u n i f ic a t io n  o f G reece.

(^ )  Th© Achaeans were p a r t i c u la r ly  f o r tu n a te ,  n o t  on ly  in  t h e i r  form of con

s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t i n  p o sse ss in g  a s ta tesm an  l ik e  A ratus whose fo re ig n  p o lic y , 

though open to  c r i t ic i s m  (See succeeded on many o ccasio n s  in  e f f e c 

t in g  an economy in  blood and t r e a s u r e .

I t  i s  e n t i r e ly  due to  th o  p>eouliar powers o f  A ratus t h a t  th e  League was,

on se v e ra l o ccas io n s, en la rg ed  by th o  in c lu s io n  o f a d d it io n a l c i t i e s .  H is
( 54)

g r e a te s t  su ccesses  were w ith  S lcyon/and  C orin th  (^5) which th u s  became in c o rp o -

(55) p o ly b .II 59,42 (54) Paua.II, 1. 4

(55) P lu t ;  Ar. 13-2*
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r a te d  i n  th e  League. But what may perhaps be con sid ered  g r e a te s t  d ip io -  

m atic  achievem ents were h i s  t r a n s a c t io n s ,  f i r s t  w ith  Antigonus and then  Olocmenes 

d u rin g  th e  Oleomonlc war. In  th e  f i r s t ,  he c o n tr iv e d  to  e n te r  In to  n e g o t ia t io n s  

w ith A ntigonus w hile  a p p a re n tly  ta k in g  no p a r t  in  th e  b u s in e ss , though r e a l l y  

a c tin g  under th e  c loak  of M eg a lo p o lis .(5 6 ) In  th e  second, having  p r a c t i c a l l y  

oo.cie to  term s w ith  Macedon, he s k i l f u l l y  a v e r ted  th o  danger of adherence to  

S p a rta  (a  s tep  which th e  League was th en  on th e  p o in t  o f  ta k in g ) ,  by c o n tr iv in g  

m a tte rs  in  such a way th a t  Cleomenea h im se lf broke o f f  a l l  n e g o tia t io n s  and de

c la re d  war. ( 57)

Another b r i l l i a n t  "coup" o f A ra tus, which i l l u s t r a t e s  h i s  p e c u lia r  methods 

o f  a c t io n , was th e  f e a t  o f s u rp r is in g  and ta k in g  M antinea (56) im m ediately  a f t e r  

he had been d e fe a te d  by Ciecmeaes a t  Lyeaeum, when a l l  th e  w orld though t him dead. 

C e r ta in ly  no one could ev er have accused  A ratus o f throw ing away o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

Arguments A gainst Açhaea.

Y et, in  s p i t e  o f a l l  th e se  advan tages, Achaea f a i l e d  to  s te p  in to  th #  

le a d in g  p la c e , and to  save tho  fo r tu n e s  o f  G reece, because o f  one in h e re n t  weak

n e ss , which b r o u ^ t  d i s a s t e r  upon i t .  I t  was la c k in g  i n  m i l i t a r y  e f f ic ie n c y .

The roB ponsib ility  f o r  t h i s  r e s te d  v d th  th e  f e d e ra l  governm ent, which was g u i l t y  

o f ex trem ely  weak and v a c i l l a t i n g  conduct w ith  re g a rd  to  i t s  e x te rn a l p o l ic y .

Being p lu to c r a t ic  in  character^  and a f r a id  o f  any changes t h a t  m i# i t  a f f e c t  th e  

c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  League tlirough th e  spread  of th© re v o lu tio n a ry  id e a s  of 

Agis and O lem enes, which advocated an a b o l i t io n  o f  d eb ts  and a r e d i s t r ib u t io n  

o f la n d s , i t  was s e l f i s h l y  opposed to  making any s a c r i f i c e s ,  bu t w ished to  p ro 

t e c t  home i n t e r e s t s  a t  th e  c o s t  of ev ery th in g  e l s e ,  and to  keep w ealth  in  th e  

hand» o f  th e  few, A c e r ta in  amount o f  blame must a ls o  be la id  to  th e  charge of

(56) Plut'Ar% 56 ,5 7 ) î"lu tsA r: 59 ( 56)P o ly b .H  57-58
P o lV B tIl‘ 48 01.17 P lu t  *01 .5

Ar.56
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th e  v a rio u s  c i t l o s  o f  th e  League, which wsrs p ro bab ly  u n w illin g  to  be ta x ed  and 

c e n s o r i^ e d  f o r  fe d e ra l  p u rp o ses.

The r e s u l t  was t l i a t  th e  c e n tra l  g o v em acn t had n o t s u f f i c i e n t  c o n tro l 

over th e  r e s t  o f  th e  League to  be ab le  to  m uster i t s  fo r c e s  in  tim e to  m eet th e  

powerful and we 11-equ ipped  army of Cleonionee, c re a te d  by h i s  own re v o lu tio n a ry  

and e n e rg e tic  m easures i n  S p a r ta -(59) Hence fo llow ed  d i s a s te r  and d e fe a t  a t  th e  

hands of th e  S partan  k in g . He a tta c k e d  tiio  Achaeans w ith  v ig o u r , and made th e  

campaign a s e r ie ?  of v ic to r i e s  f o r  S p a rta , VTheneyer A ratus could  avo id  f ig h t in g  

he d id  so, a s  a t  Pailanteum  (4 0 ) , whenever he was oQsipelled to  f i g h t ,  aa a t  Lyeaeua 

(41 ) and L adocela^(42) he was u t t e r l y  d e fe a te d . Town a f t e r  town which had belonged 

to  th e  Achaean League f e l l  b e fo re  th e  fo rc e s  o f  Oleomenes, u n t i l  h is  overwhelming 

v ic to ry  a t  Hecatcmboouni (4 ? ) proved so d e c is iv e  t h a t  by 225 B.C. th e  Achaeans were 

u t t e r l y  exhausted , and f in d in g  i t  im p o ssib le  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  independence th ey  

were o b lig ed  to  seëc o x te m a l a s s is ta n c e .  (44)

To conclude, i t  has been shown th a t  s in ce  th e  d isad v an tag es  outweigh th e

advantages i n  tlie  case  o f each o f th e  tlirc©  s t a t e s ,  Athens, th e  A eto lian  League

and tile  Achaean League, th e y  m ust, one and a l l ,  be excluded from any claim  to  th e  
c /

o f G reece.

There rem ain to  be co n sid ered  th e  c la im s o f th e  two g r e a t  pow ers, S p a rta  

and Macedon, " .

(5^) Tills would e x p la in  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  d i s p a r i ty  in  numbers between the  
opposing fo rc e s  b e fo re  tlie  B a t t le  o f s e l l a s i a .  The e n t i r e  Achaean fo rc e s ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  M ogalopo litans, numbered only  4 ,500 men^ a s  a g a in s t  18 ,600 
M acedonians and 20,000 S p a rtan s . (P o ly b ;I I  65) /

(40) P lu t :  01* 4 (41) P l u t ; 01:5  (42) P l u t : A r;57
P o ly b !II  51 P o ly b .I I  5 I

(45) P o ly b .I I  51 (44) P lu t :a r*  41



C H A P T E R  I I  

SPARTA AND MACEDON MATERIAL RESOURCES

'üQ have a lre a d y  seen th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  i n  Greece In  225 B.C. 

was to  be determ ined  by th e  a c tio n  of th e  two dom inant powers, S p a rta  and 

Macedon, When a t  l a s t  they  came to  g r ip s  a t  S e l la s ia ,  a l l  the  world knew 

th a t  th e  p r iz e  o f  v ic to ry  would be th e  o f  G reece.

I t  i s  now n e ce ssa ry  to  compare th e  re so u rce s  o f th e  two powers, and 

to  co n sid e r wliich had  th e  b e t t e r  c l a ln .  Did Aratua choose w ise ly  in  in v o 

k ing  the  a id  of Macedon, o r , i f  he had thrown in  h is  l o t  w ith  S p a rta , would 

S p a rta  have been s u ite d  to  become th e  head of a n a tio n a l Greek confederacy , 

and would she have been l i k e l y  to  make Greece in to  a s tro n g  n a tio n a l S ta te?

A. S P A R T A

•2æ - t 'd . c .
(a ) What S p a rta  -Had i n  DG9 B.C. S p a rta  possessed  one very im p o rtan t

a s s e t  ga ined  by th e  e n e rg e tic  m easures o f Cleomenea, -  a la rg e  and th o ro u g h ly  

e f f i c i e n t  army.

The S p artan s  had always been a n a tio n  o f s o ld ie r s ;  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  

t r a in in g  ensured t h i s ,  and th e  re p u ta tio n  they  had ga in ed  in  e a r ly  tim es as 

th e  b e s t  f ig i i t in g  fo rc e  o f  any s ta t e  in  G reece was w ell dese rv ed . Yet a t  

th e  tim e o f Clecmenes’ a cc e ss io n  to  th e  th ro n e , th e  Spartan  army, as f a r  as 

nunbers were concerned, waS n o t in  any way o u ts ta n d in g . At the  beginning  o f
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h is  re ig n  he le d  h is  tro o p s  to  a t ta c k  th e  A ch a^  League because he w ished to

r e s to r e  Sparta* s o ld  renown in  war and th e re fo re  secu re  a  s tro n g  p o s i t io n

f o r  h im se lf , b e fo re  a ttem p tin g  h is  re v o lu tio n  a t  home. The number o f  men

he then  had w ith  him to  oppose th e  l« rg e  army o f A ristom achus n e a r Pailan teum

was a meagre 5 0 0 0 ,(1 ) Yet a t  S e l la s ia  we h ea r t h a t  he was ab le  to  p u t in to  

th e  f i e l d  a g a in s t  Antigonus over 20,000 m en,(2 ) He was ab l© ^ effec t t h i s  

wonderful change by c a rry in g  ou t w ith  success th e  scheme o f reform  which Agis 

had a ttem p ted , and which had c o s t  him h is  l i f e ,  Olecmenes found th e  S ta te  

i n  th e  th ro e s  o f  an eooncmic c r i s i s  which had to  be met b e fo re  he cou ld  c a r ry  

o u t h is  schemes f o r  re-arm ing  th e  S p artan  n a tio n , and r e s to r in g  t h e i r  a n c ie n t 

ascendancy I n  G reece,

The f a c t  t h a t  a l l  S p a r t i a te s  were p ro h ib i te d  from engaging in  commerce 

had le d  to  s e r io u s  and e v i l  consequences. One r e s u l t  was t h a t  lan d  began 

to  be c o n cen tra ted  more and more in  th e  hands o f  a com paratively  few men.

The tro u b le  was in c re a se d  when i n  569 B.O. Epaminmdas re s to re d  th e  M essenian^ 

to  t h e i r  co u n try , f o r  i t  m eant t h a t  th e  S partan  s t a t e  was th e  p o o re r by th e  

4000 (iArj^ot which i t s  c i t i z e n s  had h i th e r to  h e ld  i n  th e  M essenian t e r r i to iy »  

B e re f t o f h i s  a llo tm e n t, th e  S partan  c i t i z e n  had p e rfo rc e  to  t r y  h is  fo r tu n e s  

i n  m ercenary s e r v ic e ,  and on h i s  re tu rn  home th e  n a tu ra l  in v estm en t f o r  h is  

h a rd -ea rn ed  g a in s  would be th e  purchase o f land* This e x p la in s  th e  n e c e s s i ty  

fo r  th e  r h e t r a  o f E p itad e u s^ (5) which removed th e  p ro h ib i t io n  concern ing  th e  

a l ie n a t io n  o f la n d . R e su lts  u n fo r tu n a te ly  p roved, however, t h a t  th e  i n s t i 

tu t io n  o f t h i s  law , whicli waa meant to  re d re ss  th e  e v i l ,  served  r a th e r  to

(1 ) P lu t :01:4  (2) P o ly b :I I  65 ( ^)The d a te  o f  t h i s  r h e t r a
i s  n o t w e rta in , b u t Prof.Toynbee in  

J ,H ,S ,k 9 1 5 ,p la c e s  I t  a t  about 557 B .C .ex p la in in g  th a t  i t  
must have been p assed  soon a f t e r  th e  independ«œt>o o f MessenUL 
was reco g n ised  i n  th e  g en era l t r e a ty  o f  peace which fo llow ed  
th e  B a t t le  o f M antinea,



In c re a se  I t ,  f o r  in s te a d  o f  g iv in g  th o  poor man th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  buying a

I i t  m erely  helped  th e  r i c h  land-ow nor to  ex tend  h is  g a in s . F in a l ly ,  

a l l  p ro p e rty  seems to  have accum ulated among a very  few f a m il ie s ,  so t h a t  by th e  

tim e o f Agio and Oieomenes, w© h e a r t h a t  o u t o f jro  S p a rtan s , on ly  abou t 100 

p o ssessed  la n d , (4 )

So Olecmenes found, a s  Agis had done, t h a t  th e  problem b e fo re  him was a 

so c ia l  and economic one, and th a t  th e  only  p o s s ib le  rm ed y  was a g en era l r e d i s t r i 

b u tio n  o f lan d , and th e  only  means o f  e f f e c t in g  t h i s ,  a s o c ia l  re v o lu tio n ^  Havix^ 

ab o lish ed  th e  ephorate^and tran sfo rm ed  a c o n s t i tu t io n  which was o lig a rc h ic  in  

c h a ra c te r  in to  an a b so lu te  monarchy, he had a p e r f e c t ly  f r e e  hand to  c a r ry  o u t 

h i s  re fo rm s. He p re se n te d  h i s  own p ro p e rty  to  th e  S ta te ,  and made th e  r e s t  

fo llo w  h is  example, and h e  th u s  had a l l  i t s  re so u rce s  a t  h is  d is p o s a l . Hence 

fo llow ed th e  r e d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  la n d , th e  c a n c e llin g  o f  d e b ts ,  th e  r e c a l l  o f  th e
I

e x i le s ,  and th e  © nfranch!seaen t o f  P orioecb  and f o r e ig n e r s , (5 )

The e x ten s io n  o f th e  f r a n c h is e  to  P erio ec^  and fo re ig n e rs  was im p o rtan t 

from a m i l i t a r y  p o in t  o f view , because i t  adm itted  a la rg e  body o f  men in to  

th e  ranks o f th e  heavy-arm ed tro o p s  and th u s  helped  to  torsi an anay of 4000 

c i t i z e n  in f a n tr y ^ ( 6 ) fu rn ish e d  w itti u p - to -d a te  m i l i t a r y  equipm ent, and u s in g  

th e  " a a r ia a a ” i n  Mad^ectonian fa sh io n . ( 7 ) F in a l ly ,  w ith  h is  ëp a rW i m ercenaries^
L

Perioec^. and H e lo ts , Cleomenea was a b le  to  p u t o v er 20,000 men in to  th e  f i e l d , (6 )

(4 ) P lu t :  A gis. 5 (5 ) Plut* 01 ©cm.10,11
( 6 ) Th© number 4000 re p re s e n ts  th e  4C00 hA7}(>̂ I in to  which Olecmenes d iv id ed  
up th e  S p artan  t e r r i t o r y ,  and i s  id e n t ic a l  w ith  th e  number of land  a llo tm e n ts  
in  th e  S ten y k la ro s  p la in  l o s t  to  S p a rta  in  th e  days o f  Epam inondas,(Toynbee,
J .H .S . 1915) (7 ) P lut* Gleam. 11
(8 ) T h is t o t a l  o f  20 ,000, th e  number g iven  by p o ly b iu s  11 ,65, compares c lo s e ly  
w ith  th e  19,500 m entioned by P lu ta r c h ,Agis 8 , as th e  number o f  l o t s
in to  which Agis proposed to  d iv id e  th e  whole S p a rtan  t e r r i t o r y , ! , e ,  4 ,500 lan d  
l o t s  between th e  v a l le y  o f  P e ll  m e  and Mount T aygetus, and I5OOO to  be made o u t 
o f  th e  rem aining t e r r i t o r y ,a n d  to  be shared  among th e  P e rio e c s  and f o r e ig n e r s ,  
a f t e r  every  S p artan  had re c e iv e d  h i s  p o r tio n , Olecmenes p robab ly  c a r r ie d  o u t 
t h i s  very  scheme.



I t  rem ains to  shew th a t  S p a r ta ’s hcae re so u rc e s , a l l  o f  which were now 

f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e u t i l i s e d  to  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  e x te n t  by O lew en es , w e re :-

(1) Greater than they had been in  the f if t l i  century,

(2) Considerably greater than in  ■Ui® fourth and early th ird  centuries,

(1 ) I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  b sg inn ing  o f th e  f i f t h  c en tu ry  had seen S p a rta  a t

th e  h e ig h t o f  h e r  power. The number o f f u l l  c i t iz e n s  had been 3000, and th e  

su b ju g a tio n  o f  Laconia and conquest o f  M esseaia i n  th e  s ix th  cen tu ry  had 

added to  t h i s  number a la rg e  army o f  H e lo ts  and p e rio e o jij who wore com pletely  

under h e r  c o n tro l .  But t h i s  s t a t e  o f  th in g s  had n o t  l a s t e d .  In  464 B.C. 

th e  earthquake  which d e v a s ta te d  S p a r ta  had been fo llow ed  Im m ediately  by a 

r i s i ï îg  o f  th e  M essenlan h e lo t s ,  which was d e s tin e d  to  be the  f i r s t  o f  many. 

Prom t h i s  tim e , S p a rta  cou ld  never f e e l  p e r f e c t ly  secu re  a g a in s t  tliem, and 

th e  lo y a l ty  o f  th e  Laconian h e lo ts  to o , w ith  vAiom P auaan ias was though t to  

have p lo t te d ,  had been more th an  d o u b tfu l. T his e x p la in s  th e  re lu c tan c e

o f  th e  S p a rtan s  to  send la rg e  numbers o f  tro o p s  f a r  from  home on war exped i

t io n s ,  I t  was n o t sa fe  to  leav e  th e  H e lo ts ,

(2 ) But i f  t h i s  was t r u e  o f  th e  f i f t h  c en tu ry , i t  was t r u e  in  a  c o n s id e ra b ly
%

g r e a te r  degree  o f  th e  fo u r th  and e a r ly  t h i r d  c e n tu r ie s ,  by which tim e th e  

home re so u rce s  o f S p a rta  had dw indled s t i l l  f u r th e r .  From e a r ly  tim es th e  

marked d if f e r e n c e s  i n  w ealth  mmong th e  c i t iz e n s  had led  to  a g radua l decay 

o f th e  p o p u la tio n , u n t i l  i n  th e  tim e o f  A r is to t le ,  th e  number o f f u l l  c i t i 

zens had sunk to  l e s s  th an  1000, With t h i s  re d u c tio n  i n  th e  numbers o f  th e  

army had come the  d ecrea se  in  th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  S partans to  P erloec^^ and 

th e  weakness r e s u l t in g  frma t h i s  re v e a le d  i t s e l f  i n  th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  Spar

ta n s  a t  L eu o tra , The S ta te  had been f u r th e r  weakened by th e  lo s s  o f M essonia 

i n  th e  tim e o f  Epaainondas, # i c h  m eant n o t o n ly  th e  f r e e in g  o f  nuftabers o f



H elo ts from i t s  doainionK , b u t a ls o  th e  lo s s  of a la rg e  t r a c t  o f  land  i n  th e  

S ten y k la ro s  p la in  which had belonged to  Spartan  c i t i z e n s .

The end o f  th e  fo u r th  cen tu ry  and th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  t h i r d  saw th e  

d e v a s ta tio n  o f  Laconia by P h i l ip  o f  Macedon^ and th e  c ru sh in g  o f  v a rio u s  

S partan  re b e l l io n s  a g a in s t  Macedon in  th e  days o f Alexander and h is  su cc e ss 

o rs .

F in a l ly ,  in  244 B.@. an A eto lian  army o v e rran  L aconia, c a rry in g  o f f  

la rg e  numbers o f  c a p tiv e s . ( 10)

These cau ses, to g e th e r  w itli th o se  m entioned on page 2, se rv e  to  e x p la in  

th e  p a u c ity  o f p o p u la tio n  and o f S p a r ta ’s home re so u rce s  g e n e ra l ly , when 

Oleomenes came to  th e  th ro n e .

j)ej-UAjyhJCAJ^ ky\ .
What Opapt a  Lacked In  239 -3 ,0 .  A very  im p o rtan t c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e

m a te r ia l  equipment o f  S p a rta  was now la c k in g ,-  

1 , The re so u rce s  o f  th e  Peloponnesian  League. In  f a c t ,  i t  was th e  m i l i 

t a r y  s tre n g th  o f th e  Peloponnese to g e th e r  w ith  h e r  own, which had been th e
C l

so le  means o f  r a i s in g  h e r  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f o f th e  Greek s t a t e s ,

and had formed h e r so le  c laim  to  supremacy. I t  was as  head of th e  peloponnes- 

ia n  fo rc e s  t h a t  she had fo u g h t in  th e  P e rs ia n  Wars, and i t  was h e r power to  

draw on th e  re so u rce s  o f  th e  Peloponnesian  League which had been la r g e ly  

in s tru m e n ta l i n  g iv in g  h e r  th e  v ic to ry  over Athens in  th e  Peloponnesian  War, 

As soon as S p a rta  began to  lo s e  h e r  Peloponnesian  p o sse ss io n s , she l o s t  h e r 

power and p r e s t ig e  i n  G reece, I t  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  Epaminondas was ab le  to  

d e tach  so many o f  th e  P eloponnesian  s t a t e s  from S p arta  to  th e  s id e  o f  Thebes 

d u rin g  h i s  campaigns i n  •üie Peloponnese, th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  so m a te r ia l ly  to  

h e r  d e fe a t ,  f i r s t  a t  L eu o tra  and th e n  a t  M antinea, and l e f t  h e r  i s o la te d  in

(9 ) See Page 2 (10) P lu t: 01: 16
Polyb: IV, 54



th e  sou th  o f  th e  p e n in su la , robbed o f  th e  b e s t  o f  h e r  t e r r i t o r y  and surrounded 

by two dangerous n e ig h b o u rs , now independent -  M esaenia and A rcadia. Her 

p o s i t io n  o f  le a d e rs h ip , l o s t  th e n , was never a fte rw ard s  reco v ered .

I t  i s  tru e  t h a t  Oleomenes, by h i a v i c to r i e s  o v er th e  Achaean League, 

g ra d u a lly  g a in ed  over to  h i a a id e  a la rg e  p a r t  o f  th e  peloponnese^ namely^ 

th e  c h ie f  c i t i e s  in  A rcadia -  M antinea, Tegea and Orchomenue -  th e  c h ie f  

c i t i e s  in  Achaea -  Dyae, Langon, P e lle n e , Oleonae and P h liu s  -  and, f i n a l l y ,  

th e  im p o rtan t c i t i e s  o f Argos and C o rin th , But th e se  acce ss io n s  were o f  ^

l i t t l e  s e rv ic e  to  h im ^for, as we have seen , th e  c i t i e s  o f  th e  Achaean League 

had very  l i t t l e  to  b o a s t o f a t  t h i s  tim e i n  th e  way o f  m i l i t a r y  e f f ic ie n c y * ^ ! ! )  

Oleomenes may have re c e iv e d  sm all detachm ents o f  tro o p s  from one o r  two to  

add to  h i s  f ig h t in g  fo rc e , b u t th e  m a jo r i ty  were u n w illin g  v ic tim s  o f  h is  

conquests , and some c i t i e s  he was only ab le  to  ho ld  f o r  a sh o r t tim e, e .g .

C orinth.aad* M egalopolis had to  be tak en  by force^ and remained th roughou t

lo y a l to  Achaea, and we know th a t  h e r  men o f f ig h t in g  age had m ostly  f a l l e n  

i n  h is  e a r l i e r  campaign.

As f o r  th e  a o q u is i t io n j to  th e  S p artan  tr e a s u ry  made by th e  conquest o f  

th e se  tow ns, th ey  could  n o t have amounted to  much, f o r  th e re  was n o t much 

w ealth  i n  th e  p e n in su la . P o ly b iu s , i n  d isc u ss in g  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  the  s p o il 

tak en  by Oleomenes i n  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  M egalopo lis , p o in ts  o u t th e  compara

t iv e  p o v erty  o f  th e  Peloponnese a t  t h i s  tim e , and shews how much i t  had been 

d ra in ed  o f  i t s  re so u rce s  by th e  Macedonian k in g s , and by i n t e s t i n e  w ars. He 

adds th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  whole s p o il o f  M antinea, when i t  was tak en  by 

A ntigonus Doson, amounted to  o n ly  500 t a l e n t s .  (12)

I I  The S p artan s  p o ssessed  no f l e e t .  This d isad v an tag e  fo llow ed  as  a r e s u l t

(11 ) See Chap I  page 22 (12) Polybi I I ,  6?
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o f  th e  f i r s t .  I t  was because th e  S p artan s  could no lo n g e r use  th e  re so u rc e s  

o f  th e  P eloponnesian  League as  th ey  had done in  th e  f i f t h  and fo u r th  c e n tu r 

i e s  -that th e y  had n o t  th e  laan-power n e ce ssa ry  to  m a in ta in  a navy.

But t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t y  went f u r th e r  th an  t h i s  -  S p a rta  never had p o ssessed

a f l e e t ,  and n ev er could  have become jjg rea t aea-pow er. The f l e e t s  s e n t o u t 

from th e  Peloponnese d u rin g  th e  l a t e r  y e a rs  o f  th e  P eloponnesian  War, and 

g e n e ra lly  commanded by a S p artan  ad m ira l, had been c a l le d  "S partan " , b u t 

th ey  had r e a l l y  been r e q u is i t io n e d  from th e  o th e r  P eloponnesian  s t a t e s ,  and 

had n o t belonged to  S p arta  a t  a l l .

Even t h i s  "borrowed" sea-pow er, so to  speak, had n o t been m a in ta in ed  f o r  

long . I t s  e x is te n c e  had depended la rg e ly  on th e  sup p o rt g iven  by P e r s ia ,

When t h i s  support was withdrawn th e  S p a rtan s  had p a id  l e s s  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  

m aintenance o f  t h e i r  navy, u n t i l ,  w ith  i t s  d e fe a t o f f  Onidus in  B ,0 , 

by th e  P e rs ia n  f l e e t  under Conojt and p h a m ab a ju s , th ey  had l o s t  t h e i r  sea - 

power f o r  a l l  tim e, }̂ , 0̂

le t r u t h  o f  t&^ m a tte r  w aovthàt S p a rta  had n o t th ^ n e c e s s a r y  c o n d itio n s

f o r  becos^ng a sea-poV er, Only g ro a t  com m erçai s t a t e s ,  Jha f a c t ,  were e l i g i 

b le ,  f o r  t î W  p o s se s s e d '^ ©  w ealth  wnlch commercb, fo rb id d en  to S ^ a r t a n  

c i t i z m s ,  a lo rb  could  b r in k ,

I I I  S p arta  had l i t t l e  w ea lth  In  comparison w ith  o th e r  c i ty  s ta t e s  o f  th e

a n c ie n t w orld . Such revenues as  she possessed  were n o t i n  th e  form o f  go ld  

and s i l v e r ,  ae i n  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  b u t in  th e  w ealth  d e riv ed  from landed  p ro p e r ty . 

which c o n s is te d  e n t i r e ly  i n  th e  annual r e tu rn ,  i n  k in d , made by th e  H e lo ts .

The so le  u se  to  which t h i s  w ealth  could  be p u t was to  p rov ide  each S partan  

w ith  th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  w ithou t h is  having  to  work f o r  th « a . But i t  

could o n ly  be used i n  S p a r ta , For war p u rposes, th e re fo re ,  i t  was q u ite  

v a lu e le s s .



Thera was another source of revenue In the form of money, but i t  wae 

f i t f u l  and uncertain, v iz Payment* for mercenary aervioe. At time a these 

seem to have been fa ir ly  considerable^ ( 1?) but they would depend on -  

F irs tly , the outbreak of war in  other places,

Secondly, the number of Spartans employed as mercenaries from time to tim e,( 14) 

Apart from those two sources of income, the Spartans had p rac tica lly  no 

other financial resources. At the la t te r  end of the th ird  century, they occu

pied an iso la ted  position in  the south of the peloponnese, and possessed 

tribute-paying subject c i t ie s âs they had done in  the fourth century when they 

had se t up th e ir  Snpire over the c i t ie s  of Asia Minor and the Aegean.
L

I t  i s  true th a t Sparta exacted trib u te  fr%i the Perioech,who probably 

paid a small rent for the domain lands which they occupied, but th is source 

of revenue was quite inconsiderable. This payment, too, would vary considerably
I

from time to time with the variation in  the numbers of perioeo\, chiefly  

through losses in  b a ttle . Many, too, must have been lo s t to the Spartan sta te  

when Mesaenia and Arcadia were made independent.

Lastly, Sparta lacked something which formed for other sta tes th e ir  most 

Important source of revenue -  tlie money brought by trade and industry .

But the S p a rta n s  wore d e b a rre d  by law frcm  t r a d e  o r  m a n u fac tu re , and were

forbidden to possess e ith e r gold or s ilv e r. This prohibition, as we know, was/
evaded; (1^,)

(15) A considerable p a rt of the 6oo ta len ts (about £1^0,000) which Agis had 
been re#dy to  give to the State a t the time of h is  revolution must have boai 
payment fo r mercenary service made to  Agis* predecessors* Holm suggests th a t 
the Spartans made a certain  aaount of money out of the market fo r mercenaries 
a t Cape Taenarum, (Holm; H ist, of Greece IV, p. 225)

(14) There seems to  have been a considerable increase in  th is  nunber a f te r  Uae 
passing of the rhetra of EpitadeuSj when many Spartans were deprived of th e ir  
ancestral estates* (See page Z)

(15) After the rhetra of Epitadeus was passed,some Spartans must have made 
considerable suras of money selling  th e ir  estates,and we know th a t large 
Bums were paid to the s ta te  by rich  citizens a t the time when Oleomaios was 
carrying out h is  economic reforms.
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and in d iv id u a l  S p a rtan s  d id  oome in to  p o sse ss io n  o f  money, but th e y  could  n o t

use i t  f o r  commercial p u rp o se s . A ll th e  in d u s try  and t r a d e  o f L aconia  was i n  ,
c

th e  hands o f  th e  PerioecK , I t  was th e y  who p o sse ssed  w hatever g o ld  and s i l v e r  

m ight be i n  th e  country^ and who tra d e d  i n  th e  i r o n  and s te e l  wares from  th e  

m ines on Mount T aygetus, and th e  shoes and w oollen s tu f f s  from Amyclae,

In  f a c t ,  a l l  th e  im port and e x p o rt t r a d e  o f  Laconia and M esaenia was in  

t h e i r  hands.



5 V

B. M A q S D n K 

4%@t î*aoedon4îftd. In  ?P5 B.C.

In  315 9 .0 ,  tho  m i l i t a r y  s tre n g th  o f  Macodon wae g r e a te r  th a n  t h a t  o f  any 

s in g le  Greek s t a t e .

T h is  was p a r t ly  dme to  th e  energy  and a b i l i t y  o f  A ntigonus Doson, who, 

when he cams to  th e  th r m e ,  found i t  n e c e ssa ry , l i k e  Oleemenes, to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  

h i s  country*» p o s i t io n  in  Greece*

A fte r  A lexander’s d e a th , Macedon had been c o n s id e ra b ly  weakened th rough  

th e  v a rio u s  wars waged by th e  numerous p r in c e s  vdio s tro v e  to  g a in  p o sse ss io n  

o f i t .  I t  was A ntigonus G onatas who s e t t l e d  th e  d iso rd e r» ; and made Macedon 

once more a s tro n g  kingdom. By h i s  systota o f ty r a n ts  ami g a r r is o n s ,  he  had 

a ls o  ex tended  M s  sway over G reece and th e  pe lo p o n n ese . A fte r  h is  d e a th , how

e v e r , S outhern  G reece began to  t r y  to  shake o f f  th e  r u le  o f  Macedon. The o ld  

Achaean League, which had been d is so lv e d  by th e  M ecedonian k in g s , oaao to  l i f e  

a g a in , and th e  c i t i e s  began to  expel t l io i r  ty r a n ts  and fo re ig n  g a rr is o n s ^

In  O ontral G reece, to o , Macedon had s c a rc e ly  any in f lu e n c e , f o r  th e re  th e  

A e to lian s  were predom inan t. T h essa ly  ($6 ) had broken away from Macedon, end was 

i n  a l l ia n c e  w ith  them . I n  th e  tim e  o f  Antigonu» G onatas, a lth o u g h  T hessa ly  was 

independen t i n  i t s  in t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  y e t  M acedonian in f lu e n c e  had predom inated . 

But th e  ^ ti-M a c e d o n l an p a r ty  had now gained  th e  upper hand.

O orcyra was i n  th e  hands o f  th e  Romans, su rren d ered  by D em etrius o f  P haros 

a f t e r  i t s  c ap tu re  by th e  I l l y r i a n » ; ( ty ) and Macedon ho ld  n o th in g  so u th  o f 

T h essa ly  ex cep t Euboea and th e  C yclades.

(16) Justin-; XXVIII.3. (17) P o ly b tll, 11
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Ant ig  onus Do son was n o t  long  i n  a l t e r in g  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  th in g s .  He began by 

e s ta b l is h in g  th e  so v e re ig n ty  o f  Macedon over th e  Aegean is la n d s  g e n e ra l ly ,  and 

re -co n q u ered  G a ria .(1 6 ) T h is  was im p o rtan t as a Macedonian o u tp o s t to  w atch 

Egypt. He a lso  gained  back p a r t  o f  T h essa ly , and s tre n g th en e d  h ia  n o rth e rn  

f r o n t i e r s  a g a in s t  a t ta c k s  from th e  D ardan i, (19)

Macedon s t i l l  p o sse ssed  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  s tre n g th  in  spit©  o f  th e  enormous 

d ra in  o f men s in c e  th e  days o f  A lexander, The n a t io n a l  s tan d in g  am y  c re a te d  lay 

P h i l ip  I I  had ceased to  e x i s t ;  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  s o ld ie r s ,  t r a in e d  f o r  long  s e r 

v ic e  abroad , who had fo u g h t in  tlie  campaigns o f  A lexander, had been s e t t l e d  on 

th e  land  in  A sia  o r  E g y p t,o r i n  A lexander’s new c i t i e s  i n  th e  E a s t, But a v ig o r

ous s tock  had been l e f t  in  Macedon when A lexander went to  A sia, and i t  was th e se  -  

a race  o f  s tro n g , s tu rd y  fa rm ers , ( 20) who were now c a l le d  o u t f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  

when n e c e ssa ry . I t  was, indeed,m en o f t h i s  k in d  who had formed th e  arm ies o f  Mace

don b e fo re  th e  tim es o f P h i l ip  and A lexander,

There was u n iv e rs a l m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  as  a t  S p a r ta . Tills 

banding o f  tlie  army a t  h a rv e s t  tim e . ( 21)

As f o r  equipm ent, th e  army s t i l l  p o ssessed  th e  Macedonian " sa r is s a " ;  and s t i l l  

b o as ted  th e  famous phalanx  wiiich had h e lped  to  b r in g  v ic to ry  to  A lexander, and 

which h is  f a th e r  P h i l ip  had brought to  p e r f e c t io n . (22) I t  was th e  phalanx  which 

p layed  th e  m ost im p o rtan t p a r t  in  d e c id in g  th e  i s s u e  a t  S e l la s ia , ( 2 5 )  The phalanx  

o f  th e  A ntigonid  k in g s ,fo rm ed  a s  i t  was from n a tiv e  Macedonian tro o p s  a lo n e , num

bered  a t  th e  u tm ost, acco rd ing  to  L iv y ,(24) 20 ,000 , b u t n ev er m ore. Antigonus 

Doson took w ith  him to  G reece in  222 B .C ., 10 ,000 .

(18) Droyeen 111 ,2 ,18  (10) J u s t i n  XXVIII 5 (20) H o lm :H ist.o f G reece IV
p . 265

(21) P o ly b ; #  66 . Of L ivy 42,52  (22) Hogartti -  P h i l ip  & Alexander
"A p u e r is  e r u d i t i  a rtifcu s  m i l i t a r i bus" p p .60-65

(25) Polyb: I I  69 (24) L ivy (XLIÎ 5 I)

A
proved by th e  d i s -  A



O ther n a tiv e  tro o p »  in c lu d ed  th e  Royal f o o t  guards and th e  Macedonian 

c av a lry .

In  a d d itio n  to  th e se  th e re  vrere th e  T h essa lid n  troops,w ho would fo llo w  

th e  Macedonian k ing  as t h e i r  o v e r lo rd , and who numbered 1000 good f ig h t in g  men.

There were a lso  v a rio u s  co n tin g en ts  from a l l i e d  Groek s ta t e s  who were n o t 

fo rm ally  su b je c ts  o f  th e  Macedonian k in g . Thus i n  B oson 's army in  222 B.C. 

ware a l l i e d  tro o p s  from B oootia , E p iru s , A cam ania and I l l y r i a ,  b e sid e s  th e  

Achaeane. L a s tly , th e re  were th e  m ercenariee , vho had always , s in ce  th e  tim e 

^  o f A lexander, formed an im p o rtan t p a r t  in  th e  arm ies o f  th e  Macedonian k in g s .

These wore e i th e r  Greeks o r  G auls, I t  was q u ite  custom ary to  engage Greek 

o f f ic e r s  o f h ig h  m i l i t a r y  re p u ta tio n  to  command th e  n a t iv e  tro o p s , Gauls had 

been enqployed as m ercen a rie s  from th e  tim e o f  th e  G a llic  in v a s io n  o f Greece 

and A sia Minor i n  279 B.C. B esides fin e ir use  f o r  s e rv ic e  abroad, th e se  m ercen

a r ie s  were a lso  la rg e ly  employed f o r  g a r r is o n  du ty  in  tlie  v a rio u s  c i t i e s  sub

j e c t  to  Macedon, Dem etrius had had a  fo rc e  o f about 20,000 men in  g a r r is o n s  

b o th  In  G reece and on h is  w estern  and n o rth e rn  f r o n t i e r s .

The B a t t le  o f  S e l la s ia  a f fo rd s  a good o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  ccsaparing th e  n u a e r i-

^  ca l s t re n g th  o f th e  arm ies o f  th e  two powers.

The numbers on th e  a id e  o f  Macedon f a r  exceeded th o se  of S p a rta , The 

Macedonian tro o p s  a lo n e , w itli th e  G re ^  and G a ll ic  m ercen a rie s , were n e a r ly  as 

many as th e  whole S p artan  army. They numbered 16,600, w hile th e  t o t a l  s t r e n g th  

of Sparta wac 20 ,000. I f  to  th e se  a re  added th e  a l l i e d  tro o p s  which cam© from 

B oeotia , E p iru s , A cam ania  and I l l y r i a ,  to g e th e r  w itii th e  4,500 o f th e  arm ies

o f th e  Achaeans, we g e t a g rand  t o t a l  o f "76,300 in f a n t r y  and 1200 c av a lry . ( 25) 
^'xuttlsLcvhL t̂otJ<jLcÀW 1  Vo^'Ijl- yjJT. ,2/^3  ̂ c^e>ÎA^j XjL/t̂ :

. _ „ _  ̂ ^ — ------------- j IfifôOO 71* \/r\
( 25) polyb: I I  65  ̂ ()00o CAArrdnt̂   ̂ /h , , iAkL

cIacKJÛ  ̂ h-9yt̂ ''tb\Â Sft-̂ cKLl ,

I î kû  h/U\x. h(ŷ r Sfi ^
I pnJtÀ̂ V̂\ StAAÂtJL Ax.

' C4ru-^i^iX/ ^



But ill  e a tim atiiig  th e  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  s t re n g th  o f  M acedon ,it l a  n eceaaa ry  

to  add th e  m ercenary tro o p s  uaed f o r  th e  g a r r is o n s  which Doson s t i l l  h e ld  i n  

G reece. The grand t o t a l  g iv e s  Macedon th e  s u p e r io r i ty ,s o  much so ,in d ee d , 

t h a t  we may e s tim a te  th e  r e l a t i v e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  two powers as being in  th e
( a i  a . )

p ro p o r tio n  o f  5 /  2.

I I  In  225 B.C. Macedon was th e  g r e a te s t  sea-pow er i n  th e  E as te rn  M ed ite rran 

ean and possessed  th e  s tro n g e s t  war f l e e t .  At th e  beginning  o f  th e  t h i r d  

cen tu ry  th e  supremacy o f  th e  sea  had been h e ld  by Egypt,and i t  i s  to  G onatas 

t h a t  th e  g lo ry  belongs of having  broken th a t  power. By th e  v ic to r ie s  e f  th e  

Macedonian f l e e t  i n  th e  two sea  f ig h t s  o f f  Oos ( in  256 B .C .) and Andros (227 

B .C .) th e  command o f  th e  se a  passed d e f in i t e ly  Intéthe hands o f  Maced<m,and 

w ith  i t  went th e  so v e re ig n ty  e v e r th e  Oyolados,

The conquest o f  th e  n a v ie s  o f  Egypt was a g re a t  ach iev em en t,fo r i t  r e 

moved th e  c h ie f  menace to  th e  power o f  Macedon i n  Greece^and in  th e  E a s te rn  

M editerranean , There had always been th e  danger t k t  th e  f l e e t  o f  Egypt m ight 

swoop down a t  any tim e upon any o f  th e  s tro n g h o ld s  o f  Macedon i n  G reece, 

such as O orin th  o r  O h a lc is ,an d  ta k e  p o sse ss io n . Now ,how ever,ail such danger 

was a t  an end ,and  th e  k ing  o f  Macedon could h o ld  sec u re ly  by means o f h i s  f l e e t  

th e  v a rio u s  p o r ts  i n  Greece which belonged to  him ,and lik e w ise  th e  is la n d s  i n  

th e  Aegean.

I I I  The f in a n c ia l  re so u rce s  o f Macedon,though n o t to  be compared w ith th o se

o f Egypt,w ere co n s id e ra b ly  g r e a te r  th an  th o se  o f S p a rta ,
/

7hMJfÂ/ry\ 3 .
# i a t -MacedAn Lacked

The go ld  m ines o f  P h il ip p i,w h ic h  in  th e  days o f  F M lip  I I  had y ie ld e d  a 

y e a r ly  revenue o f  1000 t a l e n t s ^ ( 26) had been worked o u t , ( 27) and no e th e r s  

had been d isco v e re d . ^ ^  p ' ‘(TV {Of 000 ( •

(26) mod. XVI Ô (27) Peidrljret. Kilo 1910,Artiolo
S c £ ^ te ,y le  p p .26- 27.



jghat Maoedon Had.

But there remained:

e. The ellver mines on Mount Pengaeus, and the country alee possessed

Iron, lead and copper mines,(26) We hear th a t, up to about IJ6 B,0.; the 

Romans, though they shut the geld and ellver mines, at any rate caused 

the iron and copper mines to be worked,(29)

There were, toe, royal monopollec, such as s a lt  mines, 

b# Export duties on timber and other ceiamodlties, and harbour and mstems

duties. ( 50) Macedon must have e^qported a good deal of timber as well as 

pitch, for ship-building, Corinth, too, brought a certain amount of revmue 

f v m  i t s  trade and harbour duos,

0 . Land Tax.

Wo hear tha t in  the reign of Perseus Macedon provided a yearly revenue 

of ever 200 ta lm ts  from land taxes alone, exclusive of mining ro y a lties ,(51)

d. The tribu te  exacted from the Greek c itie s  by the Antigonid kings, %hich

was often demanded under a pleasanter name, as the "contribution^ " " . f v j  I.

of an ally . This also helped to  swell the treasury, though i t  was a fluctua

ting  quantity.

The to ta l revenue was fa r le ss  than the 1000 ta len ts ef which Macedon 

could boast in  'Uie days of Philip I I ,  but as the land tax alone brought in  

%X> ta len ts , the to ta l probably exceeded 5CÔ ta len ts .

This was, a t any ra te , sufficient to finance a large army and strong

(26) Pelyb V 69, 6 & 7 (89) Dareaberg -  Saglle
Livy 45, 16 "Dictloimairo des Antlquites'L "Metallum*L

(30) Polyb.V 69, 8 (51)Plut. Asm.26, 4
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f l e e t ,  Old th e  expen sea o f  th e  l a t t e r  would be reduced by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

coun try  would p ro v id e  i t s  own tim b er f o r  sh ip b u ild in g , and t h a t ,  to o , in  

la rg e  q u a n t i t i e s .

That th e  country  was ocm paratively  w ealthy in  th e  re ig n  o f  Doson may 

be in fe r r e d  from th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was ab3.e to  make generous g i f t s  to  e th e r  

s t a t e s ,  a s ,  f o r  example, to  Rhodes a f t e r  th e  earthquake in  224 B.C.

P o lyb ius m entions th e  roya l l i b e r a l i t y  d lap lsy ed  n o t only  by th e  k in g s  o f 

^ Egypt and S y r ia , bu t a lso  o f  Macedon. Among th e  r ic h  p re se n ts  o f fe re d  to

the  c i ty ,  th o se  g iven  by Antigonus Doson w ere, b e s id e s  o th e r  th in g s ,

" ten  thousand t im b e r s , . . . . . . ,  . th r e e  thousand t a l e n t s  o f  i r o n ,  a thousand

ta l e n t s  o f  p i t c h , a n d  a hundred t a l e n t s  o f  s i l v e r " . ( 52)

To sum up, i f  we exclude such o p u le n t kingdoms as  th o se  o f  S y ria  and 

Egypt, we come to  th e  co n c lu sio n  th a t  Macedon was w ealthy  i n  comparison w ith  

th e  o th e r  European s t a t e s  in  h e r  neighbourhood. She had, a t  any r a te ,  much 

more w ealth  th a n  S p a rta . Macedon n ev er had to  fa c e  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  

l ik e  th o se  o f S p a rta . She p o ssessed  a v ig o ro u s, hard-w ozking p eo p le , and a 

p  lan d  which responded w ell to  t h e i r  a g r ic u l tu r a l  la b o u rs . A fte r  th e  wars o f

Gonatas* re ig n  were over, and peace  was once more re s to re d , th e  coun try  be- 

(Same p ro sp e ro u s, and t h i s  p ro s p e r i ty  was m ain ta ined  i n  th e  re ig n  o f  A ntigonus 

Doson,

In comparing the resources o f Sparta and Macedon, we fin d  some sim ilar i

t i e s  between them, but i t  i s  Macedon which weighs down the sca le .

Both had ab le  m i l i t a r y  le a d e r s ,  each  o f  whom found h is  country  weak,

(52) Polyb. V 89, 6 & 7
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and made i t  strong. Bath had splendid armios. But there the 

resemblanoe oomes to an end. All the rest belongs to Macedon. That 

s ta te  posseased greater financial resources, but above a l l ,  the 

oommond of the sea, whloh, as has been explained, was not only an 

Ifl^ rto n t, but actually a necessary asset to  any power holding the 

predoainanoo in  Greeoe.
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C H A P T E R  I I I

SPARTA AND MACEDON * MENTAL APTITUDES FOR LEADERSHIP,

There rem ains to  be d is c u s s e d  th e  q u e s tio n  -  which o f  th e  tw o ^ S ^ fcc^ ,

S p a rta  o r Macedon, was th e  b e t t e r  s u i te d  f o r  le a d e r s h ip ,  A s u c c e s s fu l
c  /

m ust p o sse ss  *Ui© fo llo w in g  q u a l i t i e s : -  

1 . The power t o  m a in ta in  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f irm  ho ld  o v e r th e  o th e r  moabers

80 as -
a . To secu re  in t e r n a l  peace  -
b . To summon w ith o u t d i f f i c u l t y  th e  combined fo r c e s  o f  th e  League

f o r  i t s  p r o te c t io n  and d e fen ce  a g a in s t  o u ts id e  pow ers,

2 , The wisdom and m o d era tio n  -

a . To re s p e c t  th e  *}vto yoMiU o f  each  S ta te  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  a llo w in g  
n o t  o n ly  low ai s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t, b u t a lso  exem ption from t r i b u t e ,

b . To g iv e  th e  dependen t S ta te s  a v o ice  in  fram ing  th e  g e n e ra l p o l ic y  
of th e  League by a d m ittin g  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  to  a  sh a re
i n  th e  d e l ib e r a t io n s  o f  a F ed e ra l Assembly,

A. S P A R T A

Arguments i n  h e r  F avour,

I  The p e c u l i a r  t r a in in g  -  -  o f  th e  S p a rta n s  had co n v erted  them

in to  a n a t io n  o f  d i s c ip l in e d  w a r r io r s .  They were p ro f e s s io n a l  s o ld ie r s ,  

and th e y  fo u g h t i n  g ro u p s r a th e r  th a n  as in d iv id u a ls .  Such was t h e i r  

d i s c i p l in e  t h a t  th e y  cuu ld  be t r u s te d  to  s ta n d  f irm  i n  b a t t l e ,  w hether i n  

v ic to r y  o r  d e f e a t ,  and n e v e r  to  b reak  t h e i r  ran k s  o r  s c a t t e r  i n  co n fu sio n  

l i k e  th e  o th e r  G reeks, In  f a c t ,  no o th e r  t r o o p s ,  u n t i l  th e  days o f  Theban 

Supremacy, w ere c o n sid e re d  f i t  to  m atch w ith  t h e i r a .  The S p a rta n  army wao 

alw ays re g a rd e d , b o th  by f r i e n d s  and fo e s ,  a s  a  power to  reckon w ith , and
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th e  r ^ u t a t l o n  I t  had g a in e d  o f  n e v e r  tu rn in g  i t s  back i^ o n  th e  enemy was 

w e ll d e se rv e d . I t  waa b ecause  h e r  tro o p s  were o f  t h i s  h ig h  q u a l i t y  t h a t

S p a r ta  had  g a in ed  h e r  p r e s t i g e  as a g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  pow er, v d th  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t
c  f

th e  o f  th e  P e loponnese , and in d e e d ,o f  th e  whole o f  G reece , had

been h e r  n a tu r a l  p o s i t io n ,
t.

The t r a in in g  o f  th e  p e rio e ca . was i n f e r i o r  to  t h a t  o f  th e  S p a r ta n s , and 

on t h i s  account tiiey  were n ev e r p lam éd, in  b a t t l e ,  e i th e r  i n  th e  f r o n t  ran k s  

o r  in  th e  r e a r ,  b i t  always In  th e  m id d le . In  s p i t e  cf t h i s ,  however, th e  

Lacedaemonian army was s t i l l  s u p e r io r  i n  q u a l i ty  to  th e  a rm ies o f  th e  r e s t  

o f  G reece, f o r  th e  i n f e r i o r  t r a in in g  o f th e  P e r io e c i  added to  th e  s u p e r io r  

t r a in in g  o f th e  S p a rtan s  fo m e d , in  th e  a g g re g a te , a  s t ^ e r l o r  army.

In  s h o r t ,  i t  may be s a id  t h a t ,  as th e  f ig l i t in g  fo rc e  p o sse sse d  by th e  

le a d in g  s t a t e ,  th e  L accdaoaonian  army would have been s u f f lc ié '.a t ly  s tro n g  

and r e l i a b l e  t o  ensure  t r a n q u i l l i t y  a t  home, and to  form th e  n u c leu s  o f  a 

u n ite d  H e l le n ic  f o r c e  a g a in s t  fo e s  abroad .

T h is  e f f ic ie n c y  and co n fidence  which had belonged  to  th e  S p a rta n  tro o p s  

in  th e  p a s t ,  b u t vdiicli had been la c k in g  s in c e  th e  days when Thebes had  w rested  

from S p a r ta  th e  suprem acy, was r e s to r e d  by Oleomenes, Ho n o t o n ly  succeeded  

in  c o n v e r tin g  th e  W lole S p a rta n  n a t io n  in to  a  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  d u ly  t r a in e d  

and equipped , b u t  by h i s  p e rso n a l example and b ra v e ry  he g a in ed  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  

and lo y a l ty ,  and a s  i i i e i r  g e n e r a l ,  h e  was a b le  to  i n s p i r e  them w ith  sudd 

m th u s ia sm  t h a t  th e y  were ready  t® fo llo w  him anywhere, c o n f id e n t o f  v i c to r y .

S p a rta  had  been  i n  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  i n  th e  p a s t ,  as  head o f

th e  P e lo p o n n esian  League, w hich, a t  any r a t e  i n  th e  s ix th  and f i f t h  c e n tu r ie s ,  

o r  d u rin g  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  i t s  e x is te n c e ,  had been a s u c c e s s , The
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The b a s is  o f  i t s  fo rm a tio n  was th e  e q u a l i ty  and freedom  o f  i t s  members^ and 

i t  p ro v id e d  th e  fo llo w in g  a d v d h ta g e s i-

a . The s t a t e s  w ere g iv e n  s e o u r i ty  a g a in s t  o u ts id e  a g g re s s io n . A ll had to  

u n i te  to  d e fen d  th e  pe lo p o n n ese  I f  on© s t a t e  was a tta c k e d ^ th e  a l l i e s

wore bound to  respond  to  i t s  sumaons f o r  a id ,  In  t h i s  way i t  became th e

h a b i t  o f  th e  members o f  th e  League to  a c t  i n  u n io n  under S p a r ta , and t h i s  I t  

was w hich, i n  th e  P e rs ia n  Wars, h e lp ed  to  b r in g  th e  G reeks v ic to r y ,  and i n  

th e  P e lo p o n n esian  War, b ro u g h t abou t th e  d o w n fa ll o f  A thens.

b . The League form ed a  r e a l  o b s ta c le  to  th e  making o f  war betw een th e

P e lo p o n n esian  S ta te s .  I f  a d is p u te  a ro se  betw een two members o f  th e  League, 

an a tte m p t a t  an am icable s e t t le m e n t  was made; i f ,  how ever, t h i s  f a i l e d ,  a 

t h i r d  s t a t e  was c a l ie d  i n  as a rb i tw r .

c .  The League imposed no burden  upon th e  a l l i e s  ex cep t o c c a s io n a l c o n so r ip -

t i o n  and ta x a t io n .

W hile th e  o f  ©ach o f  th e  dependent s t a t e s  was p re s e rv e d ,

th e y  w ere a t  th e  same tim e  g iv en  a  r e a l  sh a re  i n  h e lp in g  to  fram e th e  g e n e ra l 

p o l ic y  e f  th e  League, e s p e c ia l l y  in  ti ia o s  o f  c r i s i s ,  a s  we s e e , f o r  exam ple, 

d u rin g  th e  P e r s ia n  W ars,

The r e s u l t  was t h a t  S p a r ta  had th e  g o o d -w ill o f  h e r  a l l i e s ,  and i n  th e  

P e lo p o n n esian  War th e  advantage o f  t h i s  w ^  d em o n stra ted , as ccmpared w ith  

th e  p o s i t io n  o f  A thens, 

i n  S p a r ta  had n ev er h ad  a  b e t t e r  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  s e c i r in g  th e  hegemony o f

G reece th a n  in  225 B .O .^ fo r she had n e v e r had a b e t t e r  k in g  th a n  Oleomenes. 

Prom th e  v e ry  b eg in n in g  o f  h i s  r e ig n  he had  shewn how em in en tly  f i t t e d  h e  was

(1 )  Thuct V, 77 (2 )  Thuc; V, 79

(5 )  Thuc: 7 , 79
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to guide the destin ies of h is country*. His nobility* of character and 

generosity*, and his p ractical coBuaonjpense had revealed themselves in  the 

reforms he had carried fo r the welfare of Sparta.

These refonas, .too, had proved him to possess wide and lib e ra l views*

He had acted In opposition to  Spartan principles by being generous to  the 

Helots and perioeoÉ, whom he had enfranchised freely*. There is  therefore 

no reason to doubt th a t he would also have been generous to the Peloponnesian

S tates, I t  is  likely* th a t he would have revived the princip les ®f the f i r s t
c /

Peloponnesian League, and having secured fo r Sparta the / jyy \P(rN  , would 

m  doubt have admitted the other States in  a free and equal confederation,

ARGUMENTS AGAINST SPARTA,

1. Sparta had net been entirely* successful as head e f ^ e  Peloponnesian

League, fo r the following reasonsj-

a. She was handicapped by* the lack of a f le e t ,  and her amy, without t/iis

support, was not always quick enough to  crush rebellions and prevent them 

from spreading-(4)

b* Her policy in  the Peloponnese, to play#Wff various sta tes against each

other fo r her own advantage, and to trade upon th e ir  mutual fears and jealous^
s e c u r e d  S p a r t a n  a s c e n d a n c y  f o r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  j 

lea , though i t  gained.-iSs^her--a-considerable--aammtrdominatio n , was not

always a success. Sometimes the Sta*fces refused to allow her to govern th e ir  

actions, and throw off her control. This the Corinthians broke up the ex

pedition of Oleomenes aginat A ttica about the year 506 B,0* Again, there 

were times when she found i t  impossible to unify the Peloponnesus for concer

ted action. On several occasions the States absolutely refused to follow

(4) Of. Xeni A th.fol. .
Ohap I I  .
) ^11-15
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h e r  to  war, and she was po w erless  to  compel them .
h x

Thus th e  m i l i t a r y  ho ld  on th e  peloponnese was always p re c a r io u s ,

I I  As a consequence o f  th e  c e r ta in  q u a l i t i e s  were developed in

th e  S p a rtan  c h a ra c te r  which t o  th e  Greeks a t  any r a te  were f a r  from atfc iirah le ,
C) f

a . I t  h as  been s a id  t h a t  th e  produced f in e  specimens o f  manhood,

I b u t t h a t  th ey  were l i t t l e  b e t t e r  th a n  h e a lth y  young an im als, and t h a t  t h e i r
i il ■ (r * •
- ,6  p h y s ic a l e x c e lle n c e  went hand in  hand w ith  a  com plete v a c u ity  o f  i n t e l l e c t .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  su b o rd in a tio n  o f  a l l  th e  e n e rg ie s  o f  th e  S ta te  to  one 

end o n ly , th e  t r a in in g  f o r  war, le d  sp e e d ily  to  th e  re p re s s io n  o f  a l l  c u l tu re  

and o f  a l l  d e s ir e  f o r  i t ;  (5 ) and t h a t  so f a r  as  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s  were con

cern ed , tiie  S p a rtan s  may be reg ard ed  as b a rb a r ia n s .

This d e fe c t  may, however, be regarded  as un im portan t from th e  p o in t 
-tAJo

o f view o f  the- argum ent. The absence o f  any o u ts tan d in g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r

a r t i s t i c  g i f t s  in  a S ta te  w ith  Im p eria l a s p ir a t io n s  need n o t necessarily

condemn i t .  In  th e  h i s to r y  o f  mankind i t  has o f te n  been found th a t  th e

very  s t a t e s  i n  which such q u a l i t i e s  a re  conspicuous by t h e i r  absence a re

th o se  p re -em in en tly  f i t t e d  to  conquer and r u le  a  la rg e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  ro o t

o f  th e  w orld . The Romans, fo r  in s ta n c e , could make i t  t h e i r  b o a s t t h a t  th e

a r t s  th ey  c u l t iv a te d  were th e  a r t s  o f  governm ent, and so th ey  could a ffo rd

to  le av e  o th e r  accom pliahaents to  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u rs . V irg il  has expressed

t h i s  id e a  i n  th e  well-known l in e s  o f  th e  s ix th  book o f  th e  Aeneid ( 6 )

"E xci^ont aCU^ s p l r ^ i a  j a o l   ..............
"Tu re g e re  im perio  popu loe . Romane, memento"

(5 ) p ro fe s s o r  Toynbee say s , "W ithin a cen tu ry  o f  th e  , 
S p a rtan  a r t  was d ead ,"  J .H ,S . 1910,Toynbee,"The Growth o f  S p a r ia ."

( 6 ) V irg . Aen. V I, 11 847-655
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The same th in g  may be a a id  o f  P e r s ia ,  o f  Turkey and o f  o th e r  powora 

t h a t  have b u i l t  up g r e a t  E m pires| o f  s m a lle r  s t a t e s ,  th e  A e to lia n  League i s  

a  c a se  in  p o in t .

b . But th e  o(yku y p roduced  much w orse f a u l t s  in  th e  S p a rta n  c h a ra c te r  

thfin la c k  o f  c u l tu r e ,  and th e s e ,  when p r a c t i s e d  on th e  w orld  a t  l a r g e ,  cau sed  

much d is c o n te n t .

The S p a rta n s  became proud and a r ro g a n t ,  f o r  w ere th e y  n o t  b r o u ^ t  up to  

c o n s id e r  th em selv es  a  ra c e  a p a r t?  They were th e  ’chosen  p e o p le* , th e  lo r d s
i

and m a s te rs  o f  th e  H e lo ts .  M oreover, n o t  o n ly  H e lo ts , b u t P erieech . and 

fo r e ig n e r s ,  and i n  f a c t ,  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o rld , m ust acknowledge t h e i r  s u p e r i

o r i t y ,  T h is  e x p la in s  th e  ch arg es  o f  p r id e  and in s o le n c e  b ro u g h t a g a in s t  i n 

d iv id u a l S p a rta n s  when p la c e d  in  p o s i t io n s  o f  a u th o r i ty  ab road , p a u s s n ia s , 

GylAppus and L ysander a re  ty p ic a l  exam ples.

To th e  G reek s, w ith  t h e i r  lo v e  o f  m o d e r a t i o n c / y k / y " not hi ng 

co u ld  be more o f f e n s iv e  th a n  th e  d is p la y  o f  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s .

0 . A nother o b je c t io n a b le  c h a r a c t e r ! s t i c  o f  th e  S p a rta n s  was t h e i r  c u p id i ty .

By th e  law s o f  Lycurgus th e y  were fo rb id d e n  t o  t r a d e ,  o r ,  as in d iv id u a ls ,  to  

p o sse ss  money. The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  was to  make them p o w erle ss  to  r e s i s t  f in a n 

c i a l  te m p ta tio n s  when th e y  came t h e i r  way. There a re  many in d iv id u a l  in s t a n c e i  

o f  c u p id i ty ,  and i n  some c a s e s , o f  a c tu a l  t h e f t .  A s t r ik in g  example i s  th e  

s to ry  o f  G ylippus and th e  treaH & re e#  S y racu se , Nor was t h i s  v ic e  co n fin e d  

to  in d iv id u a ls ,  A g la r in g  example o f  i t  was a ffo rd e d  by th e  S p a rta n  govem m ont 

when th e y  co n tin u ed  to  e x a c t th e  t r i b u t e  from th e  fo rm er a l l i e s  o f  Athens 

a f t e r  th e  P e lo p o n n esian  War. I t  was n o t  so much th e  a c tu a l  ta x a t io n  o f  th e  

Greek c i t i e s  -  in  t h i s  th ey  were j u s t i f i e d  -  as th e  m anner in  which th e y  p ro 

cured  th e  money.
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- 7 -

o a r e d r t h Q I n th e  f i r s t  p la c e  th e y  were n o t  c o n s is te n t  i n  t h e i r  

conduct} f o r  th e y  had prom ised  to  ’l ib e r a te *  th e  G reeks from  th e  ty ra n n y  o f  

A thens, and h av in g  d u ly  ’ l ib e ra te d *  them , th e y  proceeded to  b reak  t h e i r  

prom ises by co n tin u in g  to  e x a c t th e  t r i b u t e .  S econdly^they  e x ac te d  more 

th a n  tw ic e  as  much a s  th e y  need have done, f o r  th e y  co n tin u ed  to  demand th e  

war r a te  o f  1000 ta le n tS y  (7 ) w hereas b e fo re  th e  war A thens had found $00 

t a l e n t s  an ample sura, and even t h a t  had  y ie ld e d  a su rp lu s .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e re  was a s tro n g  p a r ty  i n  S p a r ta  which opposed t h i s

a c t io n  o f  Lysander on th e  grounds t h a t  so much w ea lth  would f o s t e r  c o r ru p tio n  

and c u p id i ty ,  b u t t h e i r  p ro p o sa l to  d e d ic a te  th e  9h o le  o f  th e  s p o il  from  th e  

C aptured c i t i e s  to  th e  D elph ic  god was d e fe a te d  by L y san d er’ s p a r ty .

I t  may be argued t h a t  Oleomenes had  a lre a d y  shewn such wisdom and m odera

t i o n  t h a t ,  i f  he had been  a b le  to  make S p a rta  an Im p e ria l c i t y ,  he would have

been  f u l l y  c ap a b le  o f  checking  th e s e  f a r  from  adm irab le  te n d e n c ie s  on th e

p a r t  o f  h i s  countrym en. But th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  h i s  in f lu e n c e  would 

on ly  have ex tended  d u rin g  h is  l i f e t i m e ,  and t h a t  th e  S p a r ta n s , under lees high- 

minded and h o n cu rab le  le ad e rs^  would p ro b a b ly  have f a l l e n  back in to  t h e i r  o ld  

ways.

These q u a l i t i e s  -  a rro g an ce  and c u p id ity  « became conspicuous as  soon as 

S p a r ta  was b ro u g h t in to  co n tiijçu s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  w orld; t h a t  I s

to  say  y vhen she became Head o f  th e  Second H e lle n ic  League in  th e  tim e o f  Ly-
h a n d e d

S ander, H ia high-mrlnded p o l ic y  i n  s e t t in g  up o l ig a ro l i io a l  governm ents ev ery 

where, w hether th e  c i t i e s  r e a l l y  wanted them o r  n o t ,  shewed t h a t  S p a r ta ,  when 

p laced  in  a p o s i t io n  o f  power and a u th o r i ty ,  cou ld  o n ly  a c t  w ith  o p p re s s io n  

and ty ra n n y . For th e s e  o l ig a r c h ie s ,  w ith  t h e i r  system s o f  d e c a rc h ie s , h a r -

(7 ) Diod: XIV, 10



66

most8, and foreign garriaona, were most uncongenial to ihe  Greek oitiee.They 

had been created by Lysander merely to fu rther hie own ambition, and they 

ran counter to a ll the ideas of lib e rty  cherished by the Greeks. Atrocious 

deeds were committed in  se tting  up these governments# They arose among scenes 

of bloodshed and treachery; and under them the c itie s  were exposed to a 

double tyranny, tliat of the decarchies on  the one hand, and the Spartan har- 

mo St 8 on tfie other, and these together had them at th e ir  mercy# (Ô)

Agosilauo, too , restored oligarchies in  the c itie s  of the Aegean, under the 

conviction th a t democrats were not ’sal’©* subjects# Yet in  sp ite of the 

fac t that Sparta lo s t her over-seas Empire through the discontent caused by 

th is , Agssilaus kept up tlio same ’safe* system in  the peloponnese.
L

The downfall of the Spartan Bap$re i s  merely an instance of the fa ilu re
c /

of the system by wiiich one Greek s ta te  assumed the and ruled ty 

rannically over the others, Athens and Thebes are notorious examples of the 

same thlDg^ But the Spartan Eii^ire was even more tnapopular than the Athenian# 

Athens had mad© the great mistake of refusing to  give her subjects hny share 

in  the rights and priv ileges of her own citizens# The Spartans went to the

extresa© of forcing on th a ir  subjects a system of government which they

hated. The policy of both Athens and Sparta offers a s trik ing  contrast to 

th a t of Horae, those system of extending righ ts ai^wed i t s  wisdom by i t s

(8)Isoorat©s,Pan©gyrious Ho sqq compares the rule of these decarchies 
with th a t of Athens over the c it ie s  of her Empire,

^  cTt J<S'u s  k c î /  vm /^v' pcdi
"Tft>^lTt(U)\f I -  -------- — 'T^CS

S^uv^iTb ; ^ y ) i r  rK T o u iro r  %]irCtr

T u ju i i i r  â tiiru  ( sy^< iT i OLîAi/<ri^
" f k s  f t  u ^ i  l~às ’iirc’A tâ S  y s j  ( - f /  - j f u T h J v  y c r o / t t i / t t j

> .. \ 4  A H  ‘ /
o v d x i i  t^dL< rB 'Ai oo\rAiTv^
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au o cess . A lexander th© G re a t, to o , had  r e a l i s e d  th e  t r u e  s e c r e t  o f  E xp ire  

i n  t h a t  h i s  aim was th e  fu s io n  o f  r a c e s .

I f  wo sum up th e  fo re g o in g  a rg u a o n ts , we a r r iv e  a t  th e  cono life io n  

th a t th e  P e lo p o n n esian  League, which, under Sparta’s e a r l i e r  r u le ,  had been a
.S’

su c c e ss , was d is so lv e d  b ecause  e v e n tu a lly  t h a t  ru le  became to o  o p p r ^ i v e .

T h is ,  a s  we have seen , was th e  r e s u l t  o f  q u a l i t i e s  in h e r e n t  i n  th e  S p a rta n  

ch a ra c te r#

Even i f  we ta k e  f o r  g ra n te d  t h a t  I t  would have been p o s s ib le  f o r  

Oleomenes to  e f f e c t  th e  u n i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  P eloponnese , th e  assum ption  i s  by 

no inoon^ so c le a r  t h a t  a g e n e ra l  un ion  o f  G reece under S p a r ta  would have 

fo llo w e d .

I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know how f a r  th e  am b itio n s  o f  Oleomenes r e a l l y  

reach ed , au:i w hether th e y  ex tended  beyojid th e  P eloponnese to  th e  Id e a  e f  a 

u n ite d  Greek s t a t e  under S p a r ta .  Modem a u th o r i t i e s  h o ld  d i f f e r e n t  v iew s. 

Freeman ($ ) n e g a t iv e s  th e  id e a  t h a t  Oleomenes w ished to  e s t a b l i s h  a  kingdom 

o f  G reece, Schom  ( 10) so erne to  accep t i t ,  and says t h a t  I f  th e  Achaean 

League had Jo in ed  oleom enes, th e  r e s u l t  would have been th e  "un ion  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  p e n in s u la ,  o r  p e rh a p s  o f  th e  whole o f G reece *= a u n io n  which m ight 

have grown p o ifs rfu l enougii to  oppose tlie  M acedonians.^  Holm say s  t h a t  th e  

in t e n t io n  o f  C leom m es was " to  r a i s e  S p a r ta  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  leader o f  th e  

P e lo p o n n ese , i f  p o s s ib le  o f  a l l  G reece ."  ( 11)

W hatever th e  u l t im a te  am b itio n s  o f  Oleomenes may have been , th e  S p a rta n  

n a tio n  a s  a whole had no I m p e r ia l i s t i c  am b itio n s , and had c o n s ta n t ly  shown 

t h s i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  taîce any perm anent I n t e r e s t  i n  a f f a i r s  o u ts id e  th e  P e lo -

(o )  Freeman: Hi St. o f  Fed. (10) S oho rn  : Ge sc h ie  h te  G riech en -
G o v t.p . 557 la n d s , p . I I 5

(1 1 ) Holm* H ia t .o f  G reece IV ,p ,a ?0
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ponnesus. Their character has come down through history as ’dilatory*, 

«conservative*, unenterprising*, and the narrowness of outlook ^ c h  was 

the resu lt of these qoahties made them incapable of taking a pan-hellenio 

point of view.(12) Their actions from the very beginning were a proof 

th a t they did not wish fo r Eapire. They revealed th is  by th e ir  strategy in  

480 B.C. during the Persian Wars. In 477 B.O. they showed no great regret^ 

but rather re lie f , when the Greek c itie s  in  the i^ean went over to Athens 

and thus caused the dissolution of the f i r s t  Hellenic League. For a sim ilar 

reason they had been perfectly w illing to stand aside and to allow the 

Athenian Empire to grow up. In 5<S6 B.O, they had parted without any reluc

tance with th e ir  over-seas possessions, presenting by th is  a ttitu d e  a s tr ik in g  

contrast to Athens, from whom, a t the end of the Peloponnesian War, they had 

had the utmost d ifficu lty  in  wresting her Ekapire. This they would probably 

never ha#e done a t a ll but fo r the driving force of Lysander.

To Agesilaus, also^the Spartans owed much* Indeed, i t  i s  not too much 

to say that the position of Sparta a t the beginning of the fourth century 

as head of the g reatest Empire any Greek s ta te  hdd yet possessed, was duo

(12) Modern M storiana, notably Grundy - "Thucydides & the History of 
Hia Ago** p art IV,Ohap,VIII, have found the following reasons 
for th is  baokivardness in  the relations of Sparta with the outside 
world; ( 1) Her geographical position, in  the extreme south of the 

• Peloponnese, tended to iso la te  from the re s t of the Greek world,
(2 )  The Helots were a constant danger. They enormously out
numbered the free  population in  the proportion of I 5 * 1 -  Hence 
a successful rebellion would probably mean Spartan annihilation.
This fear of the Helots explains Sparta’s reluctance to send her 
c itizens on M perial enterprises, she needed them a t home to 
preserve her own existence.
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solely to the energy and enterprise of these two men.

The unadventurous a ttitude  of the Spartan nation a» a whole was a 

clear proof th a t they were unfitted  fo r Empire, and when they were th rust 

into such a position they were only able to suatain i t  during the b:*ill ia n t  

careers of individuals whom chance or fortune raised up fo r them.

B. M A 0 E D 0 y

In 001̂ arisen with the other sta tes of Greece, Macedon was s t i l l  a 

new country, with few trad itio n s. I t s  people were peasants and soldier*, 

obediently fighting in th e ir  country’s wars, and as yet tlxey had had l i t t l e  

opportunity of cultivating the arts  of c iv ilisa tio n  and devoting th e ir  time 

to  p o litie s , as had the citizens of the Groek c ity  sta tes .

Thus the h istory  of Macedon was the history of i t s  kings. The kings 

mattered much -  the people mattered l i t t l e .  In th is  way, Macedon presm ts 

a strong contrast to Sparta, where each Spartan citizen  was a real en tity  

wiio took h is  share in  the p o litica l l i f e  of the s ta te .

Arguments Against Macedon ^

Some of the Macedonian kings used the resources of the Greek states 

for purposes Wiich could hardly be said to benefit the Greeks. I t  was not 

rea lly  to th e ir  in te re s t th a t they should be conscribed for wars of conquest 

in  Aeia and the Far East, Apart from the honour and glory of fighting under 

the banner of the conqueror, the Gre<Scs got nothing in  return for providing 

men, money, and ships fo r theee far-away wars,

a, Alexander the Groat conscribed the Greek sta tes for his Asiatic
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conquests.(15) His nearer conquests were, i t  i s  tru e , not without benefit 

fo r Greece, since they brought i t  m aterial p rosperity  and Empire, but h is  

more d is tan t conquests brought no advantage in  return  fo r the lo ss of aen. 

Alexander, in  fa c t, made the mistake of extending h is conquests too fa r .

I t  was impossible thatcuch vast tracks of country could ever have bean 

secured fo r  c iv ilis a tio n . Ho would have don© b e tte r  to stop, e ith er a t  the 

Taurus mountain range, or a t the Euphrates basin, and so make h is  Baplr© 

a Mediterranean one.(l4)

b. Dometilis followed the exsmple of Alexander in  using the resources 

of the Groek sta tes for h is  own purposes, though he cloaked hi» true designs 

undsr the guise of friendship and sentiment. For he revivfed the League of

(15) (3̂ f. Hicks end K ill -  Greek H istorical Inscrip tions No. 156

L etter of Alexander to the ghians B.C. 555-552
/ ^ \ . / / )/

 -d i  X /D u l T ç i y ^ ^ t ( S  UPrD<ri

T ols  «'dTzor T~rÀs<ni/, cTr ttA u u

f v  TO Vd-üTlU ov f b  t Ù v ^ B A À Y î v
'̂ ju N r  —  _ _ _

(14) I t  has been suggested th a t. Instead of wasting h is  energies in  
the Far East, Alexander should have gone west and helped the 
Greeks of Italy^ \dio were fighting hard ggainst being I ta l ie  
oi»od. I t  would have been a useful w o t o o ,  to an ticipate  
the Romans, and to drive the Carthaginians out of S ic ily , thus 
making t)ie whole island a Greek colony.
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O orln ih , and mad© a g re a t d isp la y  o f g e n e ro s ity  toward# th e  Greek s ta te# ^  

prom ising to  reap eo t t h e i r  independence and to  g iv e  them oIvT d I d ^

His re a l  m otives came to  l i g h t  l a t e r .  He m erely wanted Greek troop#  fo r  

h is  A s ia tic  scheme#, which in c lu d ed  th e  conquest of Seleucu#, Diodoru# (15) 

says th a t  h ie  Greek tro o p s numbered 25,000,

I I  The Macedonian kings imposed t h e i r  ru le  on th e  Greek s ta t e s  by method#

which were bo th  oppressive  and unpopular,

1 , In  t h e i r  endeavour to  keep th e  v a rio u s  c i t i e s  under t h e i r  own dominion

they  in s t i t u t e d  th e  system o f  g a rr is o n s , which was a m istake . The Q re ^ a

never ceased to  show t h e i r  d is l ik e  o f  th i s  system , though i t  was p ra c t is e d  

by a l l  th e  Macedonian k in g s , n o tab ly  by «-

a ,  Alexander
b, Oaasander,

a . We le&rn from m  in s c r ip t io n  (16) t h i t  the  Giil an s, m.cng o ther per p i es, 

wore compelled by Alexander to  re c e iv e  and a g a r r is o n .

An A ttic  o ra to r  (17) d e liv e red  an o ra tio n  about 525 B ,0 , p ro te s tin g  

a g a in s t A lexander’s b reaking  h is  c o n tra c t  w ith  th e  G reeks, and in s te a d  o f 

leav in g  them fre e  and autonomous^“lead in g  then  in to  s lav e ry ” .

(15) m s  20• 1 lo , 4

( 16) Hicks Hill ...................
Ulrill doTT)?! '17̂ '  '-rcu> ^

ocrri àV / yj\ ‘ T^t f n v  j i  -r ôT î/-
(1 7 )[gaaQ atheneg^ O ra tio  1? P a r, 6 _____  ^ 'm iT Q  i n r n - J T T x i

A (Ti;r Lr L I ^ y T v r  o ^ â U S  t t>u s  EAÀrji/d i^

H P  k ^ l  /onP^!/ y U S y  T>ur ^ \ r t ^  A[uu\r to  ^ y n D i r o j ^ p u f

f uX , '- t v  y  5 'k^ il  f p i / A f i ^ y  o/yo/ j/r a l T c r ^ d ^  T ^ ir c ^ ir r i^

'T d li  C k û A p y H l S  '  d u K p'^ 1/ r / i r d y i f H P i r  Z < rT \lr  ^

w i ^pdy\yd \o i  ̂ T a lf ( r u Y ^ A fo i i  s p id i h -d7 s o^t/^pU
l ^ i f  S ^ a ^ d u  iT o I i r ^ ^ d \ / t^ A p v < r i  ̂ cpjpv/ s .nn>yj

0 /cr; cnrÂ i u t / ^iri TPur  ̂kpT^S y4.&T3 ttv r
f : > o u r .



74

b . O aasander, u n l ik e  A lexander, d id  n o t  a s p i r e  to  th e  co n q u est o f  A sia ,

He w ished , how ever, to  be o v e r lo rd  o f  G reece , and th e  m ethods h e  employed 

f o r  r u l in g  ik e  G reeks w ere b o th  o p p re s s iv e  and u n p o p u la r.

The P o ira e u e  (1 8 ) had to  r e c e iv e  a g a r r i s o n  u n d e r Gas s e n d e r , and s im i la r  

g a r r i s o n s  w ere p la n te d  by him i n  many o th e r  p la c e s .  An i n s c r i p t i o n  (19) 

s e t  up by th e  p e o p le  o f  E r e t r i a  re c o rd s  th e  r e jo ic in g s  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  lo s in g  

th e  g a r r i s o n  which G assander had im posed upon i t .

Some o f  th e  M acedonian k in g s  i n t e r f e r e d  w ith  t h a t  s a c re d  p re ro g a t iv e  

o f  th e  Greek c i t y  s t a t e s  -  t h e i r  d^r~o roJlAU th e  fo llo w in g  w ay st-

a . Some o f  th e  c i t i e s  were fo rc e d  to  r e c e iv e  back t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  e x i l e s .  

T h is  was a m ost u n p o p u la r m easu re , f o r  i t  was bound to  cause  a c e r t a in  amount 

o f  c o n fu s io n , and i t  r a is e d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  re g a rd  to  p r o p e r ty ,  

and i t s  p o s s e s s io n  by p a s t  and p r e s e n t  ow ners. T here  a re  numerous re fe re n c e s  

shewing what a  l a r g e  number o f  c i t i e s  re c e iv e d  th e  conmemds o f  A lexander t o

(1 8 ) P au s t I .  05, 5

; ( 19)-D.3 / 3 3 .3

E r e tr le n s l i%  u rb s  l i b é r â t a -  (J0 3  B .O .)
^l^;^^TjyiATnji T ^ i  ^^ioyo<n?u yj n \  d t ip ^A Û ty

0 T t  [o) 7̂  A lV  (AJÛyj PCdi 'TDUf irSTTiOiPoS

Of a ls o  Diodor&s m i l  1 0 , 2

k ^ i  Ta : yw tr ir<AS m > À z i S
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re s to re  th e i r  ex lleo , (20)

b . Some of th e  kings Imposed th e i r  w ill on th e  Greek s ta te»  to  the  ex ten t 

o f fo rc in g  them to  rev ise  th e i r  code o f laws, Alexander in  p a r t ic u la r  was 

g u il ty  of t h i s .  There i s  an in s c r ip t io n  (21) recording a l e t t e r  sen t by him 

to  the people of Tegea in  Arcadia, which con tains such a mandate.

(20) 1 , Of.Hiyka Æ H ill  Ho. 196 (L e tte r  of Alexander th e  G reat to th e  O h ia^  
B.C. 3?5.2

-TOUS. TOul fK Kdi~ilrdi -------

2. Hicks & H ill No.164
Return o f th e  E xiles a t  M ytllene by Alexander’s ed ic t B.0,524
' 7  kfdi -TPy fd M p r  Ui^vcrf ,

yKCK Twr i^AT7AP-0YT>jr/ftt{rj St  l\A ihjr tv
-y J  Tjv/li -rr^pd-Û-t i o y i w r ------------------------------

The confusion a t M ytllene d iscernab le  in  t h i s  in s c r ip tio n  was 
th e  d ire c t  r e s u lt  of Alexander’ s in te rfe re n c e  in  o rdering  the  
re tu rn  of the  e x ile s ,

.  ̂ SidAi7<rf£(r(r/^l^iS. o (hdriAi'us nrtKpii/ys^
I tv  i ^ i n o i c T f  i r / y r r s  \rU [v^  '____________________ _____

‘ 5. Hicks & H ill  No. 187 v /f /T l 'f  •

4 . Hicks -  Manual o f Greek H is to ric a l In sc rip tio n s  Ho, 130

which record revo lu tions a t Eresoa and Kalymna re sp ec tiv e ly  
fo r  th e  same reason, J

(21) D,8.5 %)6 Tegeatarum lex de exulibus restituendis (524 B,0,)

t A  irrdiru}jD&Tn7<3'^Ttf 7n) '^(S  t s  iir - j v i  f \u \jjo d jA .^ ^ ~ n
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0 . In  oom® casea, o lig a rc h ie s  were imposed on th e  Greek c i t i e s  by the  

Macedonian k in g s . Those iwhlch A n tlpa te r had e s tab lish ed  tra n s fe rre d  t h e i r  

a lleg ian ce  a t  h is  death In  919 B,0, to  h is  son Gasaander (2 2 )-  The l a t t e r  

also  imposed an o ligarchy  a t  Athene In  918 B.G., s e tt in g  up Demetrius of 

phalerum as th e i r  e h le f  man in  a p o s itio n  which was regarded by th e  Greeks 

as p ra c t ic a l ly  th a t  of ty ra n t .  ( 23)

d. One of th e  terms of agreement between the Macedonian kings and

th e  Greek s ta te s  had always been th a t  the  Greeks were to  pay no t r ib u te  as 

a mere acknowledgment o f Macedonian supremacy; i t  was only to  be exacted 

in  case of war o r specia l n e c e s s ity -(24) In sp ite  o f t h i s ,  however, we
(25)

have evidence, at lea st from one inscription, that Antipater levied tribute _

e. The system of tyrants, by which some ofthe Macedonian kings main

tained their control over the Gre^c sta tes, i s  another example o f coercion.

Even Antigonus Gonatas, a man o f m oderation and s e l f - r e s t r a in t ,  o f 

^om  i t  may re a lly  be sa id  th a t  he ru led  fo r  the b e n e fit o f h is  country, and 

not o f h im self, supported ty ra n ts  in  th e  Greek c i t i e s ,  and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to 

defend h is  p o lic y ,

(22) F erg; H ell; Ath; p ,2p  (23) Diod;XVIII 74,Of also/DemosthT/
O ratio  I 7 p a r , 8

(24) O f,a lso  the  sch o lia  to  Demosthenes. De Oorona & 89

£<rtvL[ (T^Tt> yv/) k i l  doT vr  1 ^  )  " ( rp l j  dv'~nAi>j
Cf C W \ C, \ V / , f T , \
iocrTtjO o tv<TTZ °iun>us ^ v n i ? u t i t rai  /w i
^ Ù A 0 ^ ,

(25) O o llltx -B ech te l, “Bammlung der g riech ischen  D ia le k t-In sc h r if te n ”
No. 304 A .I, 10

^  KTf TTSTlON y  dp 'tTTlTdj dlrTV^ 'ypySiAdJ^

[ ( i  n~0Y TTDÀiyLfiy "t tcrlptayj y'  ̂  _________ ___________ ________
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To quote Mr Tarn, th e re  are  titre© p o ss ib le  points ©f view from which 

to regard th i s  q u estio n , the  Macedonian, th e  Greek and our own, and i t  i s  

th e  Greek view ^^hich mq are  bound to  consider.

As f a r  as Antigonus was concerned, he f e l t  th a t  such a p o lic y  would be 

fo r  the  b e n e f it  ofi Macodon, and i t  provided the  fo llow ing advantages;-

a . An u n co n stitu tio n a l r u le r  who m aintained his power by means o f mer

cen a rie s , and was assured  of th e  support o f Antigonus, would most c e r ta in ly  

keep f a i th f u l  to  h is  in te r e s t s ,

b. Antigonus would be enabled to  g a rriso n  th e  c i t i e s  in  th i s  way w ithout 

having to  boar th e  co s t.

Prom th e  modern s tan d p o in t, i t  was illo g iw a l f o r  th e  Greeks to  o b je c t to  

•tyranny* when tliey p ra c tis e d  i t  a t  home over th e i r  own s lav es .

Prom th e  Greek p o in t o f  view, i t  was wrong beoatttto i t  in fr in g ed  upon the  

r ig h ts  and l i b e r t i e s  o f  f r e e  c i ty  s ta t e s ,  and th u s  i t  f a i le d  to  come in to  

l in e  with the  standards o f th e  tim e. The h a tre d  and fe a r  f e l t  by th e  Greeks 

fo r  ’ty ran ts*  vms s t i l l  very s tro n g . This would explain  th e  a t t i tu d e  o f hos

t i l i t y  t o w ^ s  them d isp layed  by Polybius ( 26) and o th e rs .

The p o lic y  o f Gonatas has, however, been defended by some h is to r ia n s   ̂

no tab ly  by Mr T am ^(27) who has shewn th a t  th e  king was ob liged  to  adopt th i s  

course from motives o f expediency. In th e  f i r s t  p la c e , he had no t enough 

troops to  hold th e  c i t i e s  by means o f g a rr iso n s . Secondly, -flr th e  sake o f  

Macodon he could n o t leave  them f r e e  a lto g e th e r from in te r fe re n c e , because o f 

th e  danger from Egypt,

Such evidence as we have, Mr Tam  adds, goes to show th a t  Gonatas, f in d -

(2$) Polyb* I I ,  41 ( 27) Of .Tam ; Antig.Gon.pp 278-266
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Ing  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t y r a n t s  a n e c e s sa ry  e v i l ,  a ttem p ted  to  make hi.» 

system  as l i t t l e  o b je c t io n a b le  aa p o s s ib le  to  th e  Greeks by choosing  good 

men who would n o t abuse t h e i r  p o s i t io n .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  

o f P o ly b iu s^(28) who decla im ed  a g a in s t  ty r a n ts  ^  t y r a n t s ,  th e  ev idence  

a g a in s t  th o s e  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  G onatas i s  s m a ll , A ria to tèm os o f  E l i s  i s  th e  

o n ly  one vhose re c o rd  i s  bad, w h ile  on th e  o th e r  hand th e  t y r a n t s  o f  Argos 

and o f  M egalopolis were good r u l e r s .

Yet though i t  may be t r u e  t h a t  A ntigonus u sed  th e  l e a s t  o b je c t io n a b le  

in s tru m e n ts  f o r  c a r ry in g  o u t  h i s  policy^ i t  may be c laim ed t h a t  th e  p o l ic y  

i t s e l f  was a bad one.

Arguments f o r  Maoedon 

The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  M acedonian k in g s  were men o f  m o d era tio n , w ith  w ise 

and l i b e r a l  view s o f  g o v e m a e n t. Such were P h i l ip  I I ,  Antigonus G onatas, 

and A ntigonus Do son . (29 )

1 , p i i i l i p  I I  had begun by making h i s  own count ay th e  g r e a te s t  power i n

G reece_ (90) Then, tu rn in g  h is  arms a g a in s t  th e  l a t t e r ,  he had  made h im se lf  

m aste r o f  i t ,  and was th u s  i n  a p o s i t io n  to  c a r ry  o u t h i s  n e x t and g r e a te s t  

id e a , th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a n a t io n a l  Greek s ta te *

The H e lle n ic  O onf© deration which P h i l ip  succeeded in  fo m ln g  a t  th e

(26)P o lyb iIX  26 sqq , (29) P h i l i p  V a ls o ,  though he h as  come down
th rough  h i s to r y  w ith  such a c o n s i s te n t ly  bad 

( 50) A rrian  (A nabasis y n  record ,show ed  h im se lf  o c c a s io n a l ly  cap ab le  o f
9*2 fff)putfl in to  th e  mouth in  a s ta te sm a n lik e  m anner. We have an
o f  A lexander a good d e s -  in s c r ip t i o n  (M ichel 4 l )  re c o rd in g  th e  c o n te n ts
c r ip t io n  o f  th e  work h ie  o f  a l e t t e r  h e  s e n t  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  L a r is s a ,
f a th e r  ach ieved  f o r  Mace- which he  u rged  Ahem to  e n fra n c h is e  f r e e l y
don and G reece. th e  s la v e s  and fo r e ig n e r s  w ith in  t h e i r  b o rd e rs

in  # rd e r  4o in c re a s e  th e  number o f  t h e i r  men
o f  f ig h t in g  age, H© ad v ised  them to  adopt th e
custom s and c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  Romans, who on-
f r a n c h is e d  t h e i r  em ancipated s la v e s .
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g r e a t  co n g ress  o f  a l l  th e  G reëc» a t  O o rln th  was e x a c tly  what was needed*

I t  co n ta in ed  a l l  th e  e s s e n t ia l  p r in c ip le s  o f  ta u o  P ddera l governm ent. F or 

i t  f u l f i l l e d  th e  two m ain c o n d itio n s  in h e re n t  in  a p e r f e c t  F ed e ra l c o n s t i tu 

t i o n ,  th e  in d ^ e n d e n c e  o f  each  member o f  th e  F e d e ra tio n  i n  a l l  in te r n a l  

a f f a i r s ,  and th e  so v e re ig n ty  o f  th e  C e n tra l a u th o r i ty  i n  a l l  e x te rn a l  

m a tte rs  common to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f th e  whole League.

The c e n tr a l  a u th o r i ty  was to  be a c e n tr a l  co u n cil made by p ro p o r

t io n a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n ,  i n  which th e  number o f d e le g a te s  se n t from th e  v a rio u s  

s t a t e s  was to  v a ry  w ith  th e  nunber o f  c i t i z e n s , ( 3I)

S im ila r ly ,  every  s t a t e  was to  send a c e r t a in  number o f  s o ld ie r s  paropor- 

t lo n a te  to  th e  p o p u la tio n  f o r  a l l  wars which had been e n te re d  upon f o r  th e  

common i n t e r e s t  by th e  common f e d e r a l  c o u n c il .

In  o rd e r  to  sa feg u a rd  th e  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  peace  among th e  Greek s t a t e s  

th em se lv e s , d is p u te s  betw een s t a t e s  were h e n c e fo rth  to  be s e t t l e d  by a r b i 

t r a t i o n ^  33) T h is  had n o t  been p r a c t i s e d  h i th e r to  to  any g r e a t  e x te n t ,  and 

i t  was a r e a l  advance in  t h a t  i t  p u t f e d e ra l  th e o ry  in to  p r a c t i c e .

The League o f  P h i l ip  H  d id , c e r t a in l y ,  p u t a  curb  on th e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  

th e  G reeks, b u t o n ly  where i t  was u s e fu l  and n e c e s sa ry . For i t  p rev en ted  

them f r c a  k i l l i n g  each o th e r ,  and a t  th e  same tim e  made i t  e s s e n t ia l  t h a t  

each s t a t e  should  ta k e  i t s  p ro p e r  sh a re  in  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  th e  i/daole Con

f e d e r a t io n .  In  lo c a l  a f f a i r s ,  how ever, th ey  were l e f t  j u s t  as f r e e  as i n  th e  

a n c ie n t days o f  independence and dvroyojLLld , and by th e  adm ission  o f  t h e i r

( 5 t )  ^60 Foedus C iv i ta tu a  Graeoarum cum p h ilip p o  r e g e - ( )98 -7  B .C .)
S e c tio n  (a )  r e f e r s  to  th e  o a th  o f  lo y a l ty  sworn by th e  s e p a ra te  
Greek s t a t e s  to  P h i l ip  I I ,  ^
 do f i  CpdriTToo  TZv r  r  ' K<rrdAv<ruj_______
S e c tio n  (b ) r e f e r s  to  th e  nitabera o f v o te s  p o s se s se d  by th e  d e le g a te s  
in  th e  p a n -H e lle n ic  p a r lia m e n t. Thus th e  T h e ssa lia n s  had t e n , w h ile  th e  
p h o c ian s  and L ocriana  had o n ly  th r e e  _

(5 ^) O f. H icks g  H i l l . Greek H is t .  I n s c r ip t io n s  N0 . I 50
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r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  to  th e  F ed e ra l P a r lia m e n t, th ey  were g iv en  a r e a l  v o ic e  i n  

h e lp in g  to  fram e fo re ig n  p o l ic y .  Thus P h i l ip  cou ld  n o t  summon t h e i r  tro o p s  

to  war w ith o u t f i r s t  g e t t in g  t h e i r  co n sen t to  f i g h t .

F in a l ly ,  P h i l ip  I I ’s League was based  on th e  p r in c i ( W  o f  e q u a l i ty  and 

f r e e d  cm, inasm uch as i t s  v a r io u s  members s tood  tow ards P h i l ip  in  th e  r e l a t i o n  

h o t  o f  s u b je c ts  b u t o f  fellow -m em bera o f  a co n fed eracy . Such a league ia  a  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Im p e ria lism , and i f  P h i l ip  I I  was capab le  o f fo im ing  a 

League o f  such e x c e lle n c e , th e re  i s  no reaso n  why th e  o th e r  Macedonian k in g s  

should  n o t have fo llow ed  h is  exam ple. As a  m a tte r  o f  f a c t ,  th e  le ag u es  o f  

a l l  th e  M acedonian k in g s  vho came a f t e r  him were based  on h i s .  The i n s c r ip 

t i o n  which reco rd s  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  D em etrius‘League o f  JO J B.O. (35) 

p roves t i l l s ,  and tlie  C o n fed era tio n  o f  A ntigonus Do son was form ed acco rd ing  

to  th e  same p la n .

Do son, in  f a c t ,  fo llow ed  in  th e  f o o ts te p s  o f  P h i l ip  I I ,  U nlike Antigonus 

G onatas, he d id  n o t  s e t  up ty r a n t s ,  n o r  Is th e r e  any ev idence  t h a t  he in te n d e d  

to  renew th e  system  had ho l iv e d  lo n g e r , though he i n s i s t e d  on g a r r is o n in g  

such a s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t io n  as C o rin th , and he k e p t g a r r is o n s  a lso  a t  Demet r i a s  

and O h a lc ls  f o r  th e  sane  rea so n . We do n o t  h e a r ,  however, o f  h i s  p u t t in g  in  

more th a n  th e  minimun n|Bab©r o f  men. H is p o l ic y  th e r e f o r e  ocmpares very 

fa v o u ra b ly  w ith  t h a t  o f  S p t r ta  under L ysander, who f i l l e d  th e  c i t i e s  o f  th e  

Aegean w ith  g a r r is o n s .

The League o f  Greek s t a t e s  which Do son was a c tu a l ly  ab le  to  foim  (34) 

d if fe n e d  from th a t  o f  P h i l ip  I I  only i n  th e  fo llo w in g  re s p e c t  -  t h a t  i t  gave 

th e  c o n fe d e ra te  s t a t e s  a g r e a te r  amount o f  freedom . Whereas i n  P h i l i p ’s

(53) See In tro d u c tio n  p ,8  (3 4 )F o r e x te n t  o f  League see I n t r o 
d u c tio n  p . 18
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League th o  Oouncll a t  Corrinth d ec id ed  a i l  th in g s  f i n a l l y ,  i n  t h a t  o f  Doson>, 

th e  s e p a ra te  s t a t e s  confirm ed a fte rw a rd s  th e  d e c is io n s  which th e  g e n e ra l 

co n g resB a t  C o rin th  had fo m e d . They could  re fu s e ,  i f  th e y  w ished, to  

accep t Ih e  d e e ig io n s  o f  th e  c e n tr a l  a u th o r i ty  "?lth reg a rd  to  th e  d e c la r a t io n  

o f  w ar, o r  th e  making o f  t r e a t i e s ,  and could thus adop t a p o s i t io n  o f  neu

t r a l i t y ^  (35) b u t th e y  cou ld  n o t ,  o f  co u rse , w ith  draw from  Ih© League, o r  

jo in  i t s  enem ies.

T h is  was a co n cessio n  which Do son was o b lig e d  to  make, fcecause th e  

Achaeans i n s i s t e d ,  and th e r e f o r e  Doson’s League was i n f e r i o r  to  t h a t  o f  

P h i l ip  i n  f a i l i n g  to  conform to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  a t r u e  F ed e ra l c o n s t i tu t io n .  

On th e  o th e r  hand, i t  gave th e  G reeks more f r e e d  cm.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  im agine any conqueror making more l i b e r a l  o r  more 

generous co n cessio n s  to  th e  w ishes o f  th e  conquered th a n  d id  A ntigonus Do son , 

in  224 B ,0 ,yand th e re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t ,  he.d he l iv e d ,  he would have u sed  

a l l  h i s  e n e rg ie s  tow ards e s ta b l i s h in g  a perm saiently  u n ite d  H e lle n ic  S ta te  

under th e  Saws o f  th e  e a r l i e r  c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  P h i l ip  I I .

( 9 ) p o ly b .IV  26
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0 H A P T S R H  
SPARTA AND MAOEDON -  THEIR AOGEPTABILITY TO THE GREEKS

A. S P A R T A  

Arguments In Her Favour.

Whatever the origin of the Macedonians, there was no doubt whatever 

about the Spartans, They were oertdinly Gredc both in  race and language.

I f  they had held the j there could have been none of tha t b itterns as

of feeling always roused by thoughts of foreign domination.

The Spartans excelled in ju s t those ac tiv itie s  which to the Greeks were 

most worthy of admiration -  they were pre-eminent in  the realms of sport and 

of war. They gained th e ir  reward fo r the hard physical training which fomod 

so large a part of th e ir  education in  th e ir  constant successes in  the eager

ly  coveted honours of the Olympic games. Similarly the efficiency they had ac< 

qui red through theAr m ilitary  training had gained them a universal reputation i 

fo r undaunted courage and f i  nan ess in  face of the gravest danger, Xenophon 

in  the "do Republloa Lacedamonienslua" v/amly praises the habits and customs 

of the Spartans, as enjoined by the laws of Lyourgus. In fa c t, the general

(1) Xen.De Rep.Lacedaeaoniensium^Ohap.VII _ J.XXA V [JUdTii^v

y€. 0 u l<rB7j-rPS ~ r r v A ^ ~ r T À u d  ^

j JAJ  cTiyp^dTVS W ]rT^ H

CLoOy. J ^ ) ' ^  ' T b i n v  cxJlPi^s Tra^«cr<('£t'oL<r£ - r m
■ V ^ Ifs. ^   ̂ r  /  '—• ^ \  A r— /  *•

/ h t l / '  -TDfS û i .  I d K H S  k d L K t H \ j i A 0 r u r .
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admiration rose to auoh a p itch  th a t to im itate the Lacedaemonian dress and 

manners, and especially the custom of wearing the h a ir long, became a common 

practice, ao that a special word had to be coined to express 

Thus the Athenian statesman Glmon was a ’Taconlaer*. Plutarch (2) te l l s  

us th a t, from h is youth up, he was a great admirer of the Spartan constitu

tion , and th a t he often quoted the Spartans in  h is speeches to the Athenians

as models of excellence which they would do well to follow. The fac t tha t 

th is  brought him much unpopularity seems to have been no deterrent.

Throughout Plutarch’s “Life of Lysander”, the refer quo qj made b y  Plu

tarch himself to the Lacedaemonian people and th e ir  in s titu tio n s  seem to 

reach a high level of admiration. Thus he says tha t O allicratldas (J) 

behaved In a fashion worthy of Sparta, whereas Lysander (4) In his adalnls- 

tra tlo n  of the c i t ie s  In the second Hellenic League , “gave the Greeks no wor

thy specimen of Lacedaemonian ru le”,

5. Sparta had, i n  the sixth oentiry, and m ost of the f i f th ,  hold the

position of f i r s t  sta te In Greece. This p o litica l prestige can be traced

to three causesi-

a. The fac t tha t her constitution remained throughout fixed and unaltered,

(2) Of .Plutarch -  Life of Olmon (chap,XVI p a r .l)  ^  k y c r  out
à  )  ‘"kd.l ytW <d\/-rv^

Hfc ŷTI AA^y^Avyy)Y "Djr J\^H t  ^ ACdi

'  ûu J l^ k r to iy A â yy  f -
o^tyA(^wypŸ  ê iLTTî  (Tor i d y  -Tl\rd UQpd T w ir ^ A iT M iy ^

(3) Plutarch -  Life of Lysander (chap.VII p a r .l)  '

(4)

K ^ j r i I k y < T f f ^ s y k t Y  Id J i ^ k i S U \ j k o \ r o s  ^
k-li K rJ v p T j J y p u  f r d ^ i A r h s  i S i r  y
S i k d i o c r v Y Y j k  kdif  ________ __
M  — T .4  i%"P T f  VTTT -n m tm  h \  k ) ^nu taroh  -  Life of Lyaand*r (chap.XIII p w .4 ) ---------------------- h n t i n \ ^
é^ypv 'JDfSt ir IIV V ___ _
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b .  Her p o s i t io n  es  le a d in g  a ta t e  I n  th o  P eloponnesian  League,

c . Her lo a d e r  sh ip  o f  G reece I n  th e  P e rs ia n  W ars,
^ /

S p a r ta  had been açoep ted  a s  K by th e  G reeks w ith o u t q u e s t io n .

I t  was to  h e r  t h a t  th e  lo n ia n s ,  when th e y  re q u ire d  th e  h e lp  o f  European
• a.

G reece, n a tu r a l ly  tu rn e d . Thus A rts ta g e rb s  o f  M ile tu s  went to  S p a rta  to  

beg th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  k in g  Gleomenss, I n  th e  Io n ic  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  p e r s la X 5 )  

D uring th e  second P e rs ia n  In v as io n  o f  460 B.O. th e  Laoedaemonla n s , /

A y o v ^ 0  YTts>, ( 6 ) headed th e  combined Gfbek f o r c e s .  T h is  p r e s t ig e  s t i l l

rem ained even I n  th e  days o f  Agis IT , and i f  he had been su c c e ss fu l i n  

c a r ry in g  o u t h i s  schemes f o r  th e  re -o s ta b lia h m e n t o f  S p a r ta  as  th e  f i r s t  

s t a t e  i n  th e  P eloponneso , th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  new ly-form ed Achaean League 

would have boon endangered , s in c e  each c i t y  would, w ith o u t h e s i t a t i o n ,  have 

jo in e d  S p a rta  r a th e r  th a n  Achaoa, (7 )
L /

S p a rta  never had a b e t t e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  se c u rin g  th e  th a n

In  th e  re ig n  o f  Oloomenos. Both a n c ie n t and modem h i s to r i a n s  (6 J a re  en thu

s i a s t i c  I n  t h e i r  p r a is e  o f  h i s  c h a ra c te r  and ach ievem ents, and h i s  p e r s o n a l i ty

(5 )  Her.V 49-51 ( 6 ) T h u s .I  18

(7 )  O f.M ahaffy -  A lexander’ s B&plre p . 174

( 6 ) F ree m a n ,H is t,o f  P©d,Govt, p . 599 echoes P lu ta r c h ,  and ex p resses  
what have been th e  views o f  o th e r  h i s to r ia n s ,b o th  a n c ie n t and 
m odem , i n  fav o u r o f S p a r ta , vhen he  says “I f  you m ust have a  
P r e s id e n t ,  o r even a K ing, ta k e  th e  G reek, th e  S p a r ta n , th e
H e ra o le ld , th e  g a l l a n t  s o ld ie r ,  th e  generous c o n q u e ro r .“
Even P o ly b iu s  V ,59, I n  d e sc r ib in g  h i s  g a l l a n t r y  a t  d e a th , canno t 
r e s i s t  a word o f  p r a i s e .  He c a l l s  him “a  man o f  b r i l l i a n t  s o c ia l  
q u à ÿ t ie s ,  w ith  a n a tu ra l  a p t i tu d e  f o r  a f f a i r s ,  and, In  a  word, 
endued w ith  a l l  th e  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  o f  a g en e ra l and a  klng*J!
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waa suoh t h a t  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt he would have been p o p u la r  and a c e e p ta b le

Argumente Ag a in s t  S p a rte  

Aa an im p e ria l Power, S p a r ta  had been b o th  uneucoeaefu l and u n p opu lar,. 

She had m a in ta in ed  h e r  hegemony o f  th e  sooond H e lle n ic  League f o r  a com

p a r a t iv e ly  s h o r t  tim e o n ly , and a t  th e  end o f  te n  y e a rs  h e r  o v e r!s e a s  Bteplre 

had ceased  to  e x i s t .  The ty ra n n ic a l  p o lic y  and g e n e ra l m i« -g o v e rm « a t which 

had b ro u g h t about t h i s  r e s u l t  had g a in ed  f o r  th e  S p a rtan s  an u n en v iab le  

re p u ta t io n  f o r  p r id e  and a v a r ic e . ( 9 )

I t  was th e  u n p o p u la r ity  o f  th e  S p a rtan  Empire which made th e  A s ia t ic  

G reeks d e s e r t  P i sender a t  th e  c r i t i c a l  moment a t  O il d u s . T h is b rough t 

about th e  d is s o lu t io n  o f  S p a r ta ’ s m aritim e  Em pire. S im ila r ly , I t  was h e r  

ty ra n n ic a l  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  o th e r  la n d  powers i n  Greece which caused th e  

lo s s  o f  h e r  la n d  Em pire. She had used  th e  A s ia t ic  G reeks aa a b a i t  f o r  

P e rs ia n  h e lp , and In  f a c t  th e y  had d isco v e red  a t  th e  end o f th e  P eloponnesian  

War t h a t  f a r  from b e in g  l ib e r a te d  from th e  ty ra n n y  o f  A thens, th e y  had 

m ere ly  changed m a s te rs , p a r t s ' s  tre a tm e n t o f  Thebes i n  382 B.Q, I s  a  

n o ta b le  example o f  h e r ’ty ra n n y ! ( 10) M antinea,w hloh I n  386 B .O .in cu rred  h e r  

w rath , f a r e d  w orst o f  a l l ,  f o r  t h a t  c i t y  she u t t e r l y  d e s tro y e d .

The f e e l in g ,  t h e r ^ o r e ,  b o th  i n  G reece and i n  th e  P e loponness, was 

very  b i t t e r  a g a in s t  h e r , and she was a tta c k e d  on a l l  a id e s  I n  570 B .0 ,

T h is  a c t iv e  h o s t i l i t y ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  r i s e  In  power o f  Thebes, were th e  

two cau ses  t h a t  combined to  b r in g  abou t h e r  do w n fa ll, and from about 56O B.O, 

th e  S p a rta n s  ceased  to  ta k e  a prom inent p a r t  In  H e lle n ic  a f f a i r s ,  b u t were

(9 ) S©e O h a p .III  (10 ) Even Xenophon, who showed c l e a r ly  I n  h i s
pp #12 & 1 8 ^  w r i t in g s  t h a t  he was a warm p a r t i s a n  o f

S p a r ta ,h a d  to  a d m lt( ln  H e lla n lo a  V .4 ,1 ) 
t h a t  h e r  b e h a v io u r  to  Thebes In  5Ô2 B.O. 
was w orthy o f  th e  g ra v e s t  cen su re .
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engaged m erely  I n  un im portan t b o rd e r wars w ith  t h e i r  ne ighbour» .

The way i n  which th e  S p a rta n s  were reg a rd ed  by th e  Greek* -  a s  oonep ieu- 

OU0 f o r  t h e i r  a rro g an ce  and sm b ltio n  -  i s  r e f le c te d  i n  th e  page» o f  P la to  

and A r le to t le ,

P l a t o ,  i n  s p e a k in g  o f  tlmooraoy^ i s  undoubted ly  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  S p a rtan

c o n s t i tu t io n ,  and he makes th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  a tim o cracy  c h ie f ly  d ie t ln g u ie h e d

f o r  t h e i r  avaid.ce^(11)

A r is to t le  d e s c r ib e s  th e  governm ent o f  th e  S p a r ta n s , and lay»  to  t h d r

charge th e  s in e  o f  p r id e  and in a o le n c e .(  12)

In  th e  t h i r d  cen tu ry  B.O. n o t  S p a r ta ,  b #  Achaea was th e  le a d in g  s t a t e

i n  th e  P e ^ o n n e se , and th e  Achaean League had begun to  renew th e  f e d e r a t io n  
0

o f  Peloponnesian s t a t e s .  When th e r e f o r e ,  about 225 B.C. th e  S p a rtan s  under 

Cleomones began to  o u s t th e  Achaean League from th e  p o s i t io n  i t  had  secu red , 

and to  rob  i t  o f  many o f  i t s  p o s se s s io n s , i t  was n a tu ra l  t h a t  th e  m ost b i t t e r  

f e e l in g #  o f  r i v a l r y  and h o s t i l i t y  shou ld  be aroused  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  

Aohasans. p o r t h i s  reaso n  th e y  would n ev er have jo in e d  w i l l in g ly  in  a  LosgU* 

under th e  o f  S p a r ta .

(11) P la to .  R epublic  (B k .T III  p a r .  57*5 )

ov-\r TV T ~ p irv  f i i T i p i r   ̂ TP y  y i pcù Î/’

7? ( J ( h n / A V  ir, h j \H ifh  ir t<rTivTO -[T oA iT T H y ~ ^  —

 :  - —  tlT \  ̂  ̂ 7ji/ f ï j t K /  ̂ VP>jyAdTMJir cv T V i c u i y i
A )  t c r o r T ^ i   ̂ Oi 1

ffdi 71/kiJrrf-  ̂ -y/wT uiji TkDrfy  XpvdToJ- r t
i n )  A r l s to t l* .  P o l . I I  9 ,4  ’ ' '

u  ̂ f /  C '
dLY iyu fyO !  7^  ~n^ v i<rh>Y ^ y o v a - i r

TVIS K y i O l l   ̂ Kdl /{dLfXpir^fiTvS iTTl/l>o\j/ltvoyc-) AfV/
^  I lA

y  I CTO u (T( r  ^
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B. M A O E D O N

Argument* A^4An*t Maoedon 

X. In the fourth century, the Maeedonlane, fa r  froa being regarded M

G reek*, had been  looked  upon a* fo re ig n e r*  and b a rb a ria n * . Thie a t t i t u d e  

had been c re a te d  l a r g e ly  by th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  D #ioathenea. In  th e  “P h i l ip 

p i c s ” he had re p re se n te d  P h i l ip  a* a  b a rb a r ia n  conqueror b i t t e r l y  opposed to   ̂

A thens, and aiming a t  n o th in g  l e s s  th a n  h e r  d e s t r u c t io n ,  and had la^X ored 

th e n  to  u se  every  means to  avo id  th e  d e g ra d a tio n  o f conquest by m ere b a r

b a r ia n s ,

2 . I t  i a  c le a r  t h a t  th e  b i t t e r  h o s t i l i t y  o f  Demosthenes to  P h i l ip  was

s o le ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  h i s  d i s to r te d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  M acedonians, and 

th e r e f o r e  h i s  ev idence  I s  o f  no v a lu e . I t  m ust be ad m itted , however, t h a t  

many o f  th e  o th e r  Greeks ag reed  w lth ^ m . Thus n e i th e r  P h i l ip  n o r h i s  bo&

A3, exonder had found th e  ccmquest o f  G reece an easy  o ne . T here had  been  th e  

m ost a c t iv e  o p p o s it io n , and many v a l i a n t  a ttem p ts  to  keep  th e  M acedonians 

c u t .  When i t  was seen  t l i a t  f u r t i ie r  r e s is ta n c e  was u s e le s s ,  th e  G r e ^ s  

had g iv en  in ,  b u t t h e i r  acq u iesoense  had been m ost u n w illin g , s in c e  

In  t h e i r  ey es , th e  M acedonian r u le  seemed a fo re ig n  dom ination . T h is  would 

accoun t f o r  th e  c o n s ta n t r e v o l t s  made a ^ d n s t  Maoedon d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  

succeed ing  th e  re ig n s  o f  P M llp  and A lexander.

Arguments f o r  Macodon.

I  Though th e  M acedonian people  m ight be reg a rd ed  as  fo r e ig n e r s  t h e i r
(19)

k in g s , a t  any r a t e ,  had ranlced as G reeks s in c e  th e  f i f t h  cm itu ry , H erodotus 

makes A lexander, sqa o f  th e  Macedonian k ing  Amyntas, d e sc r ib e  h im se lf  to  th o

( 15 ) Her.V 20
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P ers ian #  as • E/U>jy^ #, and m enti one t h a t  h e  was

even a llow ed  to  ooapete  i n  th e  Olympic Games. P h i l ip  IX and h i s  son 

A lexander co u ld  a c t im ily  c la im  to  be Greek by b lo o d , W%ile t h e i r  su cc e sso rs  

were c e r t a in l y  Greek In  language and c u l t u r e , (14)

As f o r  t h e  M acedonian p eo p le , Mr Tam  ( I 5 ) co m es to  th e  co n c lu s io n  

t h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  M acedonians were an invad ing  I l l y r i a n  t r i b e  who found  th e  

coun try  a lre a d y  o c c u p ie d  by v a r io u s  p eo p lo E j- A n a t o l i a n ,  I l l y r i a n  and 

T h rac ian . The M acedonian n a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was made up o f  mixed e lem en ts . 

H erodotus ( I 6 ) says t h e y  w e r e  c ic a e ly  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  D orians. I f  th e  D orians 

were I l l y r i a n s ,  t h e n  probab ly  t h e  S p a rtan s  were c l o s e l y  r e la te d  to  th e  Mace

d o n ian s.

(14) A lexander, I n  h i s  l e t t e r  to  D ariu s , ta lk®  ,of^ f fdj  7-^ y
- - ( A r r . n  1 4 ,4 )  and co n tin u es   ̂ t f h  f t  r iv r

----------------------- S i a l l a r l y ,  th e
confederacy  o f  whlch^ A lexander wm| ly a d , seems to  have been d e sc r ib e d
In  th e  t e r m s /  /Ù / o\ E r V l h Y l i  ( A r r . I I  2- 2 ,3
1 . 16, 7 ) I s o c r a te s  f u l l y  re c o g n ise s  P h i l ip  as  a G ro e k -(P h ili lo )

(15) T am ; A ntig.G on. p . l ?6

(16) H er; I  5 6 iV III  4 J
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In  any c a s e , th e r e  was a s t r a i n  o f  corruaon b lood  betvjeen L 'aosdonian and 

Greeky (17) and I t  has been suggested  th a t  perhaps scae  o f  th e  Achaesns and 

D orians were l e f t  beh ind  I n  M acedonia when th e  r e s t  p e n e tra te d  f u r th e r  in to  

G reece.

R ac ia l d i f f e r e n c e s ,  however, a re  q u i te  u n im portan t -  what r e a l ly  m a tte rs  

i s  t i l l s  -  t h a t  by  th e  th i r d  c en tu ry  th e  M acedonians had reached th e  same 

s tan d a rd  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a s  th e  G reeks. They shewed t h i s  by t h e i r  a c t io n s .  

D uring m ost o f  th e  t h i r d  cen tu ry , frcta th e  G au lish  in v a s io n  o f  270 B.O. on

w ards, th e  Macedonians had foriaed, as i t  wore, a  bulwark fo r  G reece in  

k e ep irg  o f f  th e  r a id s  o f  th e  l i l y i l a n s  and o th e r  b o rd e r t r i b e s  frcm  t h e i r  

f r o n t i e r s .  In  language and manners th e  c o u rts  o f  A lexander’s su ccesso rs  

were Greek. The Macedonian d i a le c t  was g e n e ra l ly  f o r g o t te n ,  though th e r e  

were o ccas io n s  on which i t  was used by th e  k in g . The o r ie n ta l  f e a tu r e s  i n 

tro d u ced  by A lexander were n o t co p ied , and th e  k in g s  d id  n o t  wear O rie n ta l 

d re se . By th e  t h i r d  c en tu ry  B.C. th e  M acedonians had come to  be accep ted  as 

Greeks by tiiO G reeks th o a s e lv e s , wiio no lo n g e r reg ard ed  t h e i r  ru le  as a 

fo r e ig n  conquest. Even Polybius^w hose sym pathies were a g a in s t  them, does n o t 

i n  speaking o f them, u se  th e  o ld  fo rm ula " -

In  th e  t h i r d  Macedonian ,Jar, th e  Greeks made i t  c le a r  to  th e  world t h a t  

th e y  championed th e  cause of P erseu s  and th e  M acedonian n a t io n ,  and n o t t h a t  

©f Rome,
%

In  s h o r t ,  w© may say th a t  th e  M acedonians had a  c a p a c ity  f o r  a s a i a i l a t i i g

(17) D isp u tes  as to  th e  e x ac t r e l a t io n s  between M acedonians and Greeks 
have t i l l l l a t e l y  tu rn e d  c li io f iy  on p h i lo lo g ic a l  q u o a tio n s . I t  was 
argued th a t  th e  Macedonians m ust be Greeks because many o f  t h e i r  
words, © sp ec ia lly  common housoiiold words, were Uis same. T h is  a rg u 
m ent, however, has f a l l e n  to  th e  ground s in c e  th e  d isc o v e ry  t h a t  th e  
Roiaaanian language h as  borrowed many oommon words f i t s  S lav  
ndgbours. (O f.T am ; A ntig .G on.pp.l8€)-1)
KEi^l^lrvur-s ^
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Greek c u ltu re  auch aa tio mere  ̂ ) “(18) had ever auooeeded i n  do ing ,

and t l ia t  by th e  end o f  th e  th i r d  c en tu ry  th e y  had become e u f f io ie n t ly  

hellffl.llzed to  tak e  th e  le a d  in  a g en era l C onfederation  o f  a l l  G reece.

3 , There had always been S ta te s  i n  Greece ready  to  champion th e  Macedonian

cause s in ce  th e  days o f  P h il ip  I I .  P h i l ip  h im se lf had been in v i te d  by th e  

T h essa lian s  to  come to  th e  a id  of th e  Greek s ta te #  i n  th e  Sacred War, and 

t h i s  had le d  to  h is  f i r s t  d i r e c t  in te rv e n tio n  in  t h e i r  a f f a i r s .  B0 e o t i a ( 19) 

remained lo y a l to  th e  Macedonians In  th e  Lsmian War in  s p i te  o f  th e  r e v o l t  

a g a ir is t th m  of a l l  h e r ne ighbours. S im ila r ly , many c i t i e s  in  th e  Peloponnese 

jo in ed  Cussander when he was f ig h t in g  a g a in s t A ntigonus, and he gained  much 

power in  G reece. The Atiienians d ec la red  i n  fav o u r o f D em etrius P o lio rc è te #  

on liie  promiaa to  r e s to re  th e  democracy, and gave hlrâ an e n th u s ia s t ic  welcome 

to  t h e i r  c i t y .  Alexander (20) tiio  M olosaien k ing  o f  E p iru s , was a  staunch 

a l ly  o f  th e  Macedonians, w hose '^id  was la rg e ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  in c re a se d  

power and e x te n t o f W.s kingdom.

While S p a rta  in  225 B.C. stood i n  a p o s i t io n  o f i s o la t io n  i n  th e  extreme 

south  o f  tlio  Pelopcnneeus w ith  no a l l i e s  i n  th e  r e s t  o f  G reece, th e  Macedon

ia n s  could b o a s t tho  lo y a lty  o f  T hessaly , and th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f th e  Achaean 

League, b e s id e s  having the  goodw ill o f  o th e r  s ta t e s  in  c e n tra l  Greece.

The im portance o f the  a lle g ia n c e  o f  Thosaaly to  Macodon, and th e  c lo se  

r e la t io n s  between them s in ce  th e  days o f  PM l i p  I I ,  i s  a ig n if io a n t .  The only 

o ccasions on which th e  T h essa lian s  had re v o lte d  had been a t  th e  access io n  o f  

A lexander and in  th e  Lanlan War. Alexander had f e l t  t h a t  th e  over lo rd sh ip  o f  

TheÎ3sol y was more im portan t to  th e  k ing  o f  Maoedon th an  th e  a lle g ia n c e  o f  any

(18) I s o c ra te s  ( P M i; 178) d is t in g u is h e s  Macedonians from t r u e  Greeks b u t

"Wflcrnfr
(19) PauaantM  I  35,4 (ao)Of .8 P o t® iH le t.o f Or«*oe "

V ol.X II DP.304 »  305

xsuoraiea (.nai 11 co; ai.Diiiguisaes Bsaoectoaiaas rrcm true are«cs but 
also from more b a rb a r ia n . ,"  y y  X/’} -re a i P , t r ‘'£4
r v c ^ y f - n t k ,  /I  r ^ r  f t  -
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©f th e  o^Uier Greek s t a t e s ,  and th e r e f o r e  he had ta k e n  oaro to  win o v er 

T h essa ly  f i r s t ,  About 350 B.O, th e  o ld  T h e s sa lia n  c o n s t i tu t io n  had  been r e 

v iv e d , and I n  p la o e  o f  th e  F ed e ra l o h ie f  who Ixad been ohosen
o

h i th e r to  to  le v y  tro o p s , th e  Macedonian k in g  was ap p o in ted . Hence he cou ld  

f e e l  t h a t  tiie  T h e s sa lia n  ilfoopa ware aa much a t  h i s  ocmmsnd i f  needed f o r  

war a s  h i s  own M acedonians,

I t  i s  a t  any r a t e  n«:6worthy t h a t  i n  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry , a f t e r  a long 

p e r io d  o f  M acedonian r u l e ,  th e  T h e s p ia n s  were a p ro sp e ro u s  and con ten ted  

p e o p le . I n  B o eo tia  and a t  A thens th e re  had beôn c o n s ta n t t ro u b le ;  i t  was 

n o t  so w ith  T lxessaly . But by 3 ,0 .  B o eo tia  had su b m itted , and i f  o n ly  

A thens to o  cou ld  havo accep ted  th e  o v e rlo rd  sh ip  o f Macedm in s te a d  o f  adop

t in g  a  p o s i t io n  o f  f r i e n d ly  n e u t r a l i t y ,  i t  m ight have been g r e a t ly  to  h e r  

ad van tage . I t  has been made c le a r  by H ail eaux (21) t h a t  i n  200 B.O, 

th e  A then ians showed no r e a l  s ig n s  o f  h o s t i l i t y  to  P h i l ip  V, and were by 

no meano anx ious to  go to  war witlri him ,

O o n c l u e l o n  

In  coapariT ^  th e  c la im s  o f  S p a r ta  and Macodon, i t  h a s  been shewn 

t h a t  on th e  whole Maoedon waa th e  more s u i ta b le  power to  assis&a th e  le a d e r 

s h ip  o f  a  u n i te d  G reece.

Maoedon was s u p e r io r  i n  m a te r ia l  equipm ent. She p o sse sse d  a  f l e e t ,  

l a r g e r  m i l i t a r y  re so u rc e s  and g r e a te r  w ealth .

Macedeqa p o sse ssed  g r e a t e r  a b i l i t y  to  govern . Whereas ttie  S p artan  p eo p le , 

th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  h i s to r y ,  had n e v e r shewn any re a l  eag e rn ess  to  ta k e  th e  

le a d  i n  H e lle n ic  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t had g e n e r a l ly  been i n  th o  p o s i t io n  o f  th o s e  

who “have g re a tn e s s  t h r u s t  upon them ” , on th e  o th e r  hand , tiie  d e s i r e  f o r

(21)  See Chap.I p .9
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vms th e  normal p r in c ip le  o f  th e  M acedonian p o l ic y  from tlie  

tim e  o f P h i l ip  IX onward#. The M acedonian k in g s  had a c tu a l ly  formed a 

c o n fe d o ra tio n  o f  Geook s t a t e s  on fro© m d  l i b e r a l  p r in c ip l s s .

The a t t i t u d e  o f  th© G reeks tow ards Macedon in  225 B.O, was very  d i f f e r 

e n t  from  id ia t i t  had been  i n  th e  fo u r th  o m t u ^  They would have been more 

ready  to  a cc e p t h e r  le a d e r s h ip  th a n  t h a t  o f  S p a rta , p o r Maoedon, be ing  a  

la r g e  n a t io n a l  s t a t e ,  had g r e a te r  ooero lvo  power© o v e r th e  sm a lle r  o i t y  a ta to s  

which wore h e r  n e ig h b o u rs , and th e r e f o r e  w u ld  have ru le d  w ith  th e  co n sen t 

o f  a . l a r g e r  number o f  s t a t e s  th an  would have been th e  case  w ith  S p a rta ,

The r e v iv a l  o f  th e  F e d e ra tio n  o f P h i l ip  I I  was undoub ted ly  th e  b e s t  

eo h m e  f o r  Greek i n t e r e s t s  in  225 B.O.

The Achaean League co u ld  have jo in e d  i t  w ith o u t d iah cn o u r. In  f a c t ,  

i t  was th e  b e s t  sa feg u a rd  o f  Greek l i b e r t i e s ,  and th e  on ly  means o f  

stemming th e  t i d e  which was soon t o  e n g u lf  th e  Greek w orld •  th e  t i d e  o f  

Ron an con q u est.

The p o l ic y  o f  A ra tu sj th e r e f o r e ,  in  in c o rp o ra tin g  th e  Achaean League
c  /

under th e  o f  Maoedon r a th e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  S p a r ta  may be s a id  to  have^

been j u s t i f i e d .


